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PREFACE. 

NUMEROUS  as  the  publications  on  huf- 
bandry  have  bccorrie  in  almoft  every  part 
of  Europe,  few  of"  them  let  us  into  its  aftual 
ft  ate  in  any  country.  Authors  feem  to  have 
difdained  recording  the  praftice,  fo  much  have 
they  been  employed  in  prefcribing  alterations. 
Several  reafons  may  be  afligned  for  this  omif- 
fion :  to  defcribe  the  agriculture  of  a  province, 
it  is  neceffary  to  travel  into  it,  and  among  thq 
writers  who  have  been  moft  voluminous  upon 
this  fubjeft^  the  greater  number  have  been 
confined  to  their  own  farms, — perhaps  to  their 
fire  fides.  It  was  impofllble  for  them  to  have 
given  detailed  defcriptions  of  what  they  had 
never  feen. 

There  is  alfo  a  greater  temptation  to  the 
production  of  fuch  didactic  works  as  are  moft 
ufual  in  agriculture,  than  to  the  lefs  entertain- 
ing minutise  of  common  management.  The 
man  who  compofes  a  piece  for  inftrufting  others 
how  to  condudt  their  lands,  generally  includes 
all  forts  of  foils,  ficuations,  and  cirumftances; 
his  views  are  great,  his  work  comprchenfivc, 
round,  and  complete,  and  every  reader  finds 
fomething  that  fuits  him.  The  fuccefs  which 
has  attended  the  complete  iodies,  general  treatifes^ 
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and  di^maries  of  the  fobjeft,  though  compi- 
led by  men  as  much  acquainted  ^with  aftronc^- 
my,  as  with  agriculture,  muft  have  been  owing 
to  thcfe  circumftances  t  as  the  gpod  reception 
of  well  written,  though  erroneous  theories^  is> 
to  the  agreeable  bearing  away  the  palm  due  to 
the  ufeful  alone.     But  a  reader  who  would  wilh 
fo  receive  real  information,  ffeoiild  readily  give 
up  the  pleafure  of  being  amufed  for  the  ufc  of 
being  inftrufted ;  the  number  of  fuch  howevei", 
^ill  always  be  comparatively  fnnfaH,  and  the 
writer  who  aims  fimply  at  utility,  muff  expcft 
his  produdians  to  give  place  to  thofc  of  a 
fnore  amufing  turn.     Whert  a  long  courfc  of 
years  has  proved  the  importance  of  the  fafts  he 
has  coUefted,  his  labotrri  will  probably  have 
their  due  eftimation. 

The  details  of  common  management' are  dr^ 
and  unentertainingi  nor  is  it  cafy  to  render 
fliem  interefting  by  ornaments  of  Ityle'.  The 
tillage  with  which  the  peafant  prepares  the" 
ground ;  the  manure  with  which  he  fertilizes 
it;  the  quantities  of  the  feed  of  the  feveral 
fpecies  of  grain  which  he  commits  to  it ;  and 
the  produfts  that  repay  his  induftry,  neceflarily 
in  the  recital  run  into  chains  of  repetition, 
which  tire  the  ear,  and  fatigue  the  imagination* 
Great  however  is  the  ftrudture  railed  on  this^ 
foundation :  it  may  be  dry,  but  it  is  important, 
for  thefe  are  the  circtrmftances  upon  which  de- 
pend 
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ptnd  die  ^^eaJth^  profpciicyj  ami  power  df  aa- 
tiojjs.  Tte  minttti*  of  th?  farmer'a  mao^ge- 
mwt,  Ipw,  and  ftcmingly  iacoo.fidcrable  m  he 
is,  wic  fo  many  Unit3  of  a  chain  whirii  cwnca 
hun  i?rith  the  Srate,.  Kiftg3  ought  oot  to  for- 
get that  the  fpl^ndour  o£  raajefty  is  (Jfcrived 
fi*oai  the  ffit^eat  of  induftridusi  aod  too  often 
oppf^e4  peafafttei  The  rapacious  conqiieror 
^hp  deftroysj  ^nd  the  great  ftatefinap  who 
proteA%  humanity,  are  equally  indebted  for 
t^cir  power  tq  the  care  with  which  the  feriper 
oakiva^es  his  fields.  The  moaarclii  Qf  tjxcft 
realQi^  m\i&  know,  that  when  he  is  ^tti^g  on 
hi^  throne  a<  Weftm^ft^r,  furrOiJodrd  by  no* 
thmg  but  ftate  and  nfiagniBcencei  that  the 
popreltf  the  ncioft  oppreffed^  th^  v^oit  ya- 
Kappy  peafant,  in  the  remoteft  corner  q(  Ire- 
land, contributes  his  (hare  to  the  fupport  of 
the  gaiety  chat  enlivejis^  and  the  fpleodpur 
thac  adorns  the  fcene^ 

If  iuch  i$  the  im.pQrfadce  of  thefc  little 
moyemeBta  in  the  gre^it  machine  pf  the  State, 
to  know  afld  to  undcrftand  themi  purely  de- 
ferves  the  attention  o(  men^  who  are  willing 
to  facrifice  their  amufecnent  to  their  inifotma- 
tion.  This  ifi  in  ^her  wQfds  fayingi  that  the 
Urate  of  common  hufbandry^  iri  al.l  its  yaria^ 
tions  and  c0nne<5Kons  ought  to  be  well  under* 
ftood.  Of  little  cpnfcquence  niuft  preqftpqsi 
rnaxims,  and  directions  for  a  better  conduft 
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appear^  unlefs  we  really  know  the  evils  that 
are  to  be  remedied^  and  the  pradtices  that  are 
CO  'Be  condemned.  Without  this  neceflary 
knowledge,  the  recomnnendations  of  the  moft 
ingenious  fpeculative  author,  muft  be  almoft 
ufclefs  i  and  the  labours  of  the  experimentalift, 
want  nftuch  of  the  application  which  is  to  ren- 
der his  fadts  important.  The  object  of  every 
writer  in  rural  oeconomics  is  to  make  hufban- 
dry  better.  But  before  they  attempt  that, 
fhould  they  not  know  what  it  is?  This  idea 
has  often  made  me,  in  reading  books  of  agri- 
culture, lament  that  the  firft  chapter  of  every 
practical  work,  was  not  a  plain  detailed  'ac- 
count of  the  common  management  in  the  pa- 
rifti  or  neighbourhood,  where  the  author  lived 
and  wrote. 

To  render  this  fort  of  knowledge  general 
and  complete,  it  is  neceffary  that  every  gentle- 
man refiding  in  the  country,  and  praftifing 
agriculture,  fhould  write  and  publifti  an  ac- 
count of  fo  much  as  falls  within  the  fphere  of 
his  obfervation :  The  experience  of  centuries 
has  Ihewn  us  how  much  this  may  be  expected. 
Were  it  done,  fuch  journies  as  I  have  regifter- 
ed  and  publiihed,  would  have  been  perfeftly 
onneceflary.  A  man  who  has  attended  fome 
years  to  hu/bandry  in  one  place,  would  have  it 
in  his  power  to  gain  a  far  better  and  more 
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particular  account  of  every  circumftaricc  thaii 
it  is  pofllble  a  traveller  fhould  procure. 

These  accounts  however  having  no  exift- 
cnce,  fuch  as  I  have  more  than  once  offered  to 
the  public,  may  have,  their  ufe :  what  fhould 
chiefly  induce  the  reader  to  think  fo,  is  their 
being  taken  on  the  fpot,  from  the  "mouths  of 
gentlemen  or  farmers  who  refide  in  the  dif- 
Crids,  they  defcribe  —  that  the  accounts  are 
however  perfc<9:,  cannot  be  expedled — they  ^are 
proportionally  fo  to  the  fagacity,  information, 
and  experience  of  the  perfon  who  fpeaks. 
When  my  intelligence  was  received  frorn  a 
company  of  gentlemen,  I  always  waited  for 
their  fettling  among  themfelves  any  difference 
of  opinion  before  I  entered  the  minute ;  ^nd 
if  they  did  not  agree^  took  the.  average  of  the 
fums  or  quantities  in  queftion. 

The  unbounded  hofpitality  of  a  kingdom 
in  which  every  country  gentleman  is  by  nccefr 
fity  a  farmer,  left  me  under  very  few  difficul- 
ties, in  gaining  intelligence:  but  I  did  not 
truft  entirely  to  this  fource,  having  upon  moft 
occafions  common  farmers  fummbned  to  affift 
at  the  con  ful  tat  ions,  thcdefign  of  which  was  my 
information.  Nor  did  I  neglcft  opf)ortunitiefi 
of  making  enquiries  of  the  cottagers,  and  of 
examining  into  their  fituation  and  way  of  livr 
jng  — :  tkc  information  I  procured  in  this  line, 
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I  appreheftd  w  be  6f  cddfequeric^c :  iti  Eng* 
Jand  vre  know  pretty  wejl  the  ftate  of  the  poor j 
but  their  circumftanccs  in  other  countries 
ought  to  be  one  of  the  firft  objefti  of  a  trsi- 
veller'3  attention,  fince  frond  thiir  eafe  or  op-* 
.  |)tefiidn»  t  multitude  of  concluiicxns  may  b# 
drawn  relative  to  government,  wealth,  and  na* 
tional  pofpcrity, 

That  the  agriculture  of  both  theft  iflandft 
is  of  the  higheft  importance,  no  one  will  deny^ 
^nd  perhaps,  when  the  prefent  ftate  of  Europe 
is  well  conudered,  it  will  in  a  political  light 
be  deemed  more  fo  than  ever  it  was  at  any  for- 
mer period.  1%  is  true  we  are  ^t  prefent  in  ^ 
war  with  France,  but  I  muft  own,  the  period 
appears  to  me  faft  approaching,  when  all  the 
weftern  part  of  Europe  will  find  an  abfolute 
ncceffity  of  uniting  in  the  clofeft  bands.  If 
the  fcene  which  has  annihilated  Dantzick,  was 
no^  a£tihg  at  Hamburgh  and  Amftei'dam,  I  do 
not  fee  where  the  power  is  to  be  found,  to  pre*. 
vent  or  revenge  it.  The  conftquertct  of  France 
has  been  long  declining,  and  the  tfahsfer  of 
her  exertions  from  the  land  to  the  fea  fervice, 
Itiay  be. fatal  to  the  liberties  of  Europe.  If 
ever  the  fatal  day  comes,  wher>  that  exertion  i? 
to  be  made,  all  hter  heighboui-s  would  feel  it 
their  common  intcreft  to  fecond  ind  fupport 
her.  Much  would  it  thei^  be  fegrcttfcd,  that 
the  ftrengtb  and  refturcefe  of  ihofc  powers 
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Aiould  have  been  fo  cxhaufted  fay  wars  among 
themfeives,  as  to  be  difabled  in  the  moment 
when  moft  fignally  wanted.  Then  it  would 
appear,  that  France  fhould  have  dircfked  all  her 
attention  to  her  army,  and  Britain  to  her  navy, 
as  the  heft  united  n>eans  of  refilling  what  Lord 
Chefterfield  very  juftly  terms,  "  new  devils,*' 
arifing  in  Europe,  But  from  whatever  quarter 
danger  may  arife  to  Great  Britain,  it  much 
behoves  her,  while  other  powers  are  rifing  fo 
incredibly  in  force,  to  take  every  means  that 
providence  permits,  to  ftrengthcn  herfelf ;  and 
that  the  moft  fec^jre  and  folid  way  of  doing 
this,  is  by  carrying  ail  the  arts  of  cultivation 
in  both  iflands,  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  pcrfec- 
.  tion  that  is  prafticai,  nobody  will  I  apprehend 
deny. 

That  too  much  national  attention  cannot 
be  given  to  agriculture,  never  appeared  fo 
ftrong  as  it  does  in  the  prcfent  period.  The 
legiilature  of  this  kingdom  has  for  a  century 
bent  all  its  endeavours  to  promote  the  commer^ 
fidjjfimf  The  ftatute-book  is  crt^uded  with 
laws  for  the  encouragement  of  manii£i&ures, 
commerce,  and  colonies,  and  in  fome  inftances 
at  the  expence  of  the  improvement  of  the  na-^ 
tional  foil,  Yet  in  that  period  only  one  great 
agricqltural  meafure  was  embraced,  the  bounty 
on  the  export  of  corn,  frittered  down  to  the 
]^cfent  fyftcm,  which  turns  otit  with  or  with- 
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out,  but  certainly  by  the  connivance  of  law, 
to  be  a  conftant  import  fchemej  in  order  to  re*- 
duce  the  prices  of  the  earth's  produfts,  in  fa*- 
vour  of  thofe  clafTes  whofc  monopolizing  fpirit 
has  had  the  diredV  tendency  to  beggar  and  ruin 
the  kingdom.  Whoever  confiders  attentively 
the  commercial  condudb  of  Great  Britain,  will 
not  think  there  is  any  thing  paradoxical  in  this 
affertion* 

The  entire  adminiftration  of  the  colonies 
has  been  commercial.  It  has  been  made  z, 
trader's  projcd,  and  the  fpirit  of  monopoly 
pervaded  every  ftcp  of  our  progrefs  in  planting 
and  rearing  thofe  fettlements.  They  were  go- 
verned by  the  narrow  fpirit  of  a  countings 
houfe,  which  in  the  plantation  of  countries 
formed  to  be  the  refidence  of  great  nations, 
neither  faw  nor  permitted  any  thing  better  than 
a  monopolized  market.  It  wais  this  fpirit  that 
fhackled  thofe  countries  in  fuch  commercial 
fetters  as  to  render  them  incapable  of  contri-r 
buting  to  the  neeeflities  of  the  general  govern-^ 
inent  of  the  empire.  Had  a  more  liberal  po-; 
Vt'cy  been  embraced,  fuch  contributions  would 
have  been  early  introduced,  with  a  capability 
(from  a  ht^  commerce)  of  fupporting  them. 
The  commercial  government  gave  up  the  adr 
vantage  of  all  contribution  for  the  greater  pro- 
fit of  monopoly:    it  was   evident   that   both 

could  not  be  h^d,  till  thof^;  countries  bec^nif 
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too  great  and  powerful  to  be  forced  into  new 
and  unjuft  habits.  Nothing  therefore  can  be 
more  idle  than  to  hy^  that  this  fet  of  men,  or 
the  other  adminiftration,  or  that  great  mini- 
fter,  occafioned  the  American  war.  It  was  not 
the  ftamp  aft,  nor  the  repeal  of  the  (lamp  aft  j 
it  was  neither  Lord  Rockingham  nor  Lord 
North,  but  it  was  that  baleful  monopolizing 
Ipirit  of  commerce  that  wilhed  to  govern  great 
nations,  on  the  maxims  of  the  counter.  That 
did  govern  them  fo;  and  in  the  cafe  of  Ireland 
and  the  Indies  docs  ftill  govern  them  fo. 
Had  not  the  trader's  fyftem  been  embraced, 
America  would,  in  confequence  of  taxation, 
have  been  long  ago  united  with  Britain ;  but 
our  traders  knew  very  well  that  a  free  com-r 
iperce  would  follow  a  union^ 

'  Nor  is  it  only  in  the  lofs  of  vafl:  territories 
(hat  we  feel  the  direful  efFefts  of  the  monopo.- 
lizing  fpirit.  The  greateft  part  of  the  nati- 
onal debt  is  owing  to  the  two  laft  wars,  which 
coft  us  one  hundred  millions  fterling,  and  arofc 
iblely  from  mercantile  caufes:  that  of  1740 
was  a  war  for  the  proteftion  of  Engli(h  fmugi- 
glers:  and  that  of  1756,  fprung  from  aa  ap- 
preheniion  that  the  French  would  divide  the 
American  market  with ,  our  traders  :  the  pre*- 
fent,  which  may  be  as  expenlive  before  it  is 
finifhed  as  either  of  the  former,  was  owing  tq 
4  djetcrn?in»pon  to  fcciirc  the  market  we  h^ 
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gained.  But  all  the  wars  are  for  markets  or 
fmuggling,  or  trade  or  manufadure.  That  vaft 
debt  which  debilitates  the  kingdom,  thofe 
taxes  we  pay  for  having  loft  thirteen  provinceSj, 
and  the  hazard  we  now  run  of  lofing  or  ruin- 
ing Ireland,  are  all  owing  to  the  former  predi- 
leftion  of  our  government;  for  the  trading 
fyftem. 

I  fliould  go  much  beyond  the  line  of  truth 
to  declare,  that  trade  and  manufa<5ture  arc  ne- 
ccffarily  ruinous.  The  very  contrary  4S  my 
opinion;  extenfive  manufadtures,  and  a  Sou- 
rilhing  commerce,  are  the  very  beft  friends  of 
agriculture,  as  I  have  endeavoured  to  (hew 
more  at  large  in  my  Political  Arithmetk.  What 
I  would  urge  here  is,  that  trade^  is  an  admira- 
ble thing;  but  a  trading  government  a  moft 
pernicious  one.  Protect  and  encourage  mer- 
chants and  manufafturers  in  every  exertion  of 
their  induftry ;  but  liften  not  to  them  in  the 
legiflature.  They  never  yet  were  the  fathers 
of  a  fcheme  that  had  not  monopoly  for  its  prin- 
ciple. It  has  been  the  fatality  of  our  govern- 
ment to  attend  to  them  on  every  occafion, 
We  are,  at  this  nrioment,  ii>  the  full  maturity 
of  the  evils  which  4  legiflature,  influenced  by 
^:radcrs,  can  |3ring  upon  a  country.  Nor  can 
I,  without  aftonifhment,  view -the  commercial 
jcaloufy  that  has  arifen  in  Europe  in  the  laft 
50  years.     Othpr  natioi^s  have  caught  of  us 

the 
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tlie  commercial  fpirit.  They  have  attributed 
the  efFc&s  of  the  nqbleft  and  moft  perfeft  fy- 
flem  of  freedom  the  world  has  ever  feen,  to 
the  trade  of  the  country,  Deluded  mortals  I 
Give  your  fubjcdts  the  liberty  which  Englifli- 
men  enjoy,  and  trade  will  fpring  up  one  among 
the  many  luxuriant  branches  of  that  wide  ex- 
tended tree.  Liberty,  not  trade,  has  been 
the  caufe  of  England's  greatneft.  Commerce 
and  all  it?  cbnfcquences  have  been  the  effelt^ 
not  the  caufe  of  our  happinefs,  France  has^ 
with  the  fame  fort  of  foUy,  overlooked  the 
iimple  and  obvious  advantage  of  iroproying 
her  noble  territory  for  the  more  prccariou$ 
profits  of  trade :  and  what  are  the  confequen* 
ces  ?  She  too  has  hazarded  thofe  wars  f6r  com- 
merce, which  have  exhaufted  her  refources, 
mortgaged  her  revenues,  and  debilitated  every 
principle  of  her  national  ftrength. 

When  the  prefcnt  rage  for  monopoly  (the 
true  chara&eriftic  of  the  commercial  fyftem) 
has  half  beggared  Europe  with  the  third  of 
wealths  and  that  ns^tions  have  grown  wifer  by 
experience,  they  will,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  found 
their  greatpefs  in  the  full  cultivatipn  of  their 
territories ;  the  wealth  refulting  from  that  ex- 
ertion, will  remain  at  home,  and  be  fecurej 
nothing  in  that  progrefs  will  kindle  the  jealoufy 
of  neighbours  —  no  vile  monopolies—  no  re- 
]^n£tipns  -"-r-  no  regulating  duties  are  wanting : 

perpetual 
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perpetual  wars,  heavy  debts,  and  ruinous  tzxcs, 
will  not  be  neceflary  to  extend  and  pronnoife 
agriculture,  infeparable  as  they  have  been  from* 
commerce. 

To  a  philofophical  eye  the  prefent  conduft 
of  commercial  Europe  is  an  inexplicable  enig- 
ma.    The  mercantile  fyftem  of  England  hav- 
ing grafped  ^t  and  poflTeffed  the  monopoly  of 
the  North  American  market,   France,  in  the 
tranfaftions  which  preceded  the  war  of  1756, 
manifefted  the  plained  jealoufy  of  our  power 
in  North  America :  the  mpft  ill-founded  jea- 
Joufy,   as   experience  has  (hewn,   that  could 
aftuate  a  nation.     The  two  countries  engaged 
in  the  war  upon  a  fubjeft  merely  commercial  j 
and  it  coft,   between  them,  above  an  hundred 
millions  ftcrling,  the  one  to  be  driven  out  of 
Canada,  and  the  other  to  lofe  America  by  re^. 
bellion.     Is  it  pollible  that  the  rulers  of  thefe 
two  kingdoms,  if  they  had  an  inclination  to 
amufe  themfelves  with  expending  fuch  a  fum, 
had  fo  poor  a  genius  that  they  could  not  devife 
the  means  of  doing  it  ai  home,  in  the  9ncou-» 
ragement  of  agriculture  and  arts  j   in  inclo 
fures,  navigations,  roads,  harbours,  the  culti^^ 
vation  of  waftes,  draining  marihes,  raifing  pa-- 
Jaces  ?  &c. 

In  the  Duke  de  Choifeul's  miniftry  we  were 

on  the  point  of  another  commercial  war^  w? 

h^4 
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had  a  greater  trade  to  India  than  France,  and 

in  order  to  balance  it,  that  kingdom  was  ready 

to  expend  fifty  millions  more.    Then  Spain 

takes    commercial  umbrage,   at  our  fettling 

with  commercial  views  on  a  rock,  the  great 

produdts  of  which  are  feals  and  penguins;  the" 

affair  could  not  cod  lefs  than  five  millions ; 

but  that  is  a  trifle  in  the  affairs  of  trade— For 

lee,  we  are  now  engaged  in  a  frefh  career  of 

commerce  with  America,  and  the  whole  houfc 

of  Bourbon.     Upon  a  moderate  computation, 

France,  Spain,  and  Britain,  will  each  of  them 

fpend  enough  in  it  to  Hfiprovfe  three  or  four 

provinces  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  cultivation ; 

which  inftcad  of  flaughtering  three   or  four 

hundred  thoufand  men,  and  leaving  thrice  that 

number  of  widows  and  orphans,  would  render 

a  greater  number  of  families  happy  for  life, 

and  leave  a  rich  and  increafing  legacy  of  eafe 

and  plenty  to  their  pofterity:    and   all   the 

flaughter,  ruin,  poverty  and  deftruftion,  that 

is  thus  brought  on  the  human  fpecies,  is  for 

the  fake  of  commerce. 

« 

It  was  the  commercial  fyftem  that  founded 
thofe  colonies — commercial  profits  reared  them 
—commercial  avarice  monopolized  them — and 
commercial  ignoranep  now  wars  to  recover  the 
pofTeflion  of  what  is  not  intrinfically  worth  the 
powder  and  ball  that  are  (hot  away  in  the 
quarreL  The  fame  baneful  commercial  ge- 
nius 
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nius  uiflucn^c^  France  and  Spain  to  exkauft 
their  revenues,  ruin  their  fubjefts,  and  ftagnatcf 
cvtry  branch  of  domeftic  induftry,  for  diftantj 
idcaU  and  precai-ious  commercial  advantages* 

BitT  to  fetiirn— -The  manufa£lune$i  com- 
ntxerce,  and  fiftieries  of  Irfeland^  fri'  objefts  of 
much  importance  to  Great  Britaini  and  as  thd 
information  1  procured  concerning  them^  was 
chiefly  gained  on  the  fpotj  and  given  me  with- 
Qiit  thofe  intentions  of  deceivingj  which  an^ 
too  common,  when  fuch  particulars  are  intro- 
duced politically  to  the  worldj  I  believe  the 
reader  will  not  b^  forry  at  rriy  havirig  given 
them  a  plate* 

IThe  general  view  of  the  kingdiorn  t  have' 
given  from  thewhol^  of  the  intelligtrvce^  will^ 
I  flatter  myfelf,  throw  Ireland  intd  that  jiift 
light,  in  which  ftie  has  not  hitherto  appeared^ 
The  many  erroneous  ideas  concerning  th€ 
rentalj  wealth,  and  confequence  of  tl>at  ifland, 
with  which  every  book  id  filled  that  trefats  of 
it,  will  be  here  explained*  The  readet  will 
find  the  progrefs  of  national  profpcrityj  its 
prefent  ftate,  and  the  vaft  field  of  improvement 
which  Ireland  will  continue,  until  it  comes  to 
be  every  thing  to  Britain  whidh  the  warmcft 
patriot  could  wifli.  For  fo  happy  a  ftate  to 
arrive,  nothing  is  wanting  but  this  country  to 

change 
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change  her  policy,  and  cheri(h  that  induftry  (he 
has  htthcrtcr  feemed  fo  anxious  to  (hackle. 

Ai'TER  having  travelled  through  the  grcateft 
part  of  the  kingdom,  I  foundi  upon  futihg . 
down  to  give  an  account  of  thofc  circumftan-^ 
ces,  not  ioioiediately  arifmg  frpm  the  hu/ban- 
dry  of  the  country,  that  I  was  in  want  of  many 
public  accounts  of  trade,  manufaftures,  taxes, 
&c.  not  to  be  procured  upon  a  journey.  I 
i^^as  for  fome  time  in  correfpondcnce  with  fome 
friends  in  Dublin  to  gain  thcfe,  but  after 
pafling  near  a  twelvemonth  in  expeftation,  1 
found  it  would  be  impoflible  to  procure  thcf 
neceflfary  papers  without  going  thither  i  I  ac- 
cordingly  went  and  refided  nine  weeks  in  that 
city,  very  bufily  employed  in  examining  and 
tranfcribing  public  records  and  accounts,  which 
enabled  me  to  give  fuch  a  detail  of.  thofc  fub- 
je«5ks,  as  has  not  hitherto  been  laid  before  the 
public^  I  may,  without  exaggeration,  ai£^ft, 
that  all  thcfe  objefts  for  want  of  induftry  rn 
tfaofe  who  have  written  concerning  Ireland, 
have  been  treiated  in  the  way  of  guefs,  ronjec- 
ture,  and  declamation,  to  anfwer  particular 
purpoies,  inftead  of  any  detail  of  fafts.  Part 
of  thefe  enquiries  may  be  uninterefting  to  thofc 
who  do  hot  refide  in  the  country,  but  I  am  nc- 
Verthclefs  fo  much  convinced  of  their  intport- 
ance  to  EngJand,  as  well  as  to  Ireland,  that  I 
have  deterauned  u>  explain  them  as  fully  as  I 

was 
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i/^as  able,  tedious  as  they  may  appear  to  tha(k 
who  read  rather  for  amufcment,  than  informa- 
tion. Perhaps  there  would  be  no  impropriety 
in  prefixing  to  all  the  produftiona  I  venture 
before  the  public,  this  caution :  I  have  been 
reproached  for  being  tedious,  but  I  profefs>  to 
treat  that  fubjeft  which  I  think  (vainly  per- 
haps) I  underftand,  in  fo  detailed  a  manner, 
that  if  my  pieces  were  not  unentertaining,  they 
would  very  indifferently  anfwer  t-hc  end,  to  ac- 
complifh  which>  I  have  travelled,  pradifed,  and 
written. 

Husbandry  is  an  art  that  has  hitherto  owed 
lefs  to  reafoning  than  I  believe  any  other.  I 
know  not  of  any  difcoveries,  or  a  fingle  bene- 
ficial praftice  that  has  clearly  flowed  from  this . 
fburce.  But  every  one  is  well  acquainted  with 
many  that  have  been  the  refult  of  experiment 
and  rcgiftered  obfervatlon.  There  is  no  peo- 
ple exifting  fo  backward  but  have  fome  good 
pra£kices  to  copy,  as  well  as  errors  to  avoid. 
To  defcribe  both  is  to  give  a  chain  of  con- 
nected fads  that  mufl,  in  the  end,  prove  ufe- 
ful  to  fuch  as  will  read  and  digeft  them  with 
attention  and  refledion:  but  I  am  ready  to 
admit  that  this  is  a  ftudy  very  far  from  amu- 
fing.  The  regifters  of  fuch  journies,  as  I  have 
employed  a  great  deal  of  time  and  expence  in 
making,  rnuft  necelTarily  be  exceedingly  dull 
to  thofe  who  read  for  pleafure : .  fo  difagree- 

able. 
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«able,  that  they  will  certainly  throw  down  the 
Volume  with  as  much  difguft  as  they  would  ta- 
bles of  arithmetic.  The  flattering  circumftancc 
of  a  fuccefsful  publication  is  not  thus  to  be 
-cxpedted.  The  prefent  age  is  much  too  idle  to 
buy  books  that  will  not  banifti  Penufe  from  a 
jingle  houn  Succefs  depends  on  amufement. 
The  hiilorical  performances  of  this  age  and 
nation,  which  have  proved  fo  honourable  to 
their  authors,  would  have  met  with  a  left  bril* 
liant  fuccefs,  had  not  the  charms  of  ftile  ren- 
dered them  as  amufive  as  a  romance.  Their 
•extreme  popularity  is  perhaps  built  on  rival- 
ling, not  only  the  authors  that  had  before  treat- 
ed the  fame  fubjed^s,  but  Sir  Charles  Grandifbn 
and  Julia.  That  this  obfervation,  however, 
when  applied  to  books  of  agriculture  is  juft, 
.will  appear  fr6m  the. very  ill  fucccfs  met  with 
by  authors  of  capital  merit,  and  the  great  fates 
that  have  attended  the  moft  miferable  per- 
foxmances.  The  merit  of  Mr.  Lifle's  hufban- 
dry  has,  in -many  years,  carried  it  but  into  the 
fecond  edition.  Mr.  Hitt's  treatife  on  husban- 
dry has  not  been  re-printed,  and  is  very  little 
known,  yet  there  are  particulars  in  it  of  more 
merit  thari  half  a  fcore  volumes  that  have  been 
fucccfsful.  Even  the  elegant  eflays  on  huf- 
bandry  of  my  old  and  much  regretted  friend 
Mr.  Harte,  have  not  been  re-printed.  Proofs 
to  which  many  more  might  be  added,  that  the 
Vol.  I.  b  publick 
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publick  reception  does  not  always  mftrk  the 
inerittrf  a  book* 

Aky  real  utility  that  may  rcfult  from  thi» 
iv7ork  out  of  Ireland^  can  only  be  from  thoit 
'who  decermine  (leadily  to  become  acquainted 
with  all  the  fads  they  can  procure,  in  order  t^ 
compare,  combine,  and  draw  conclufions  from 
ithem.  To  men  thus  Icientific,  too  maofy  (sl&A 
•can  never  be  publiihed ;  and  with  ibch>  1  flat*- 
ter  myfelf,  I  Aiall  be  readily  pardoned  for  «hav«- 
ing  pidded  (o  many  to  the  number.  Indeed  i 
ibmbtiines  fmile  in  reading  performances,  the 
Withers  of  which  think  me  of  importance 
enough  to  do  me  the  honour  of  abufing  for 
whole  pages  together,  at  the  v^ry  time  that 
they  make  extremely  free  with  information 
fChey  never  might  have  known,  had  :my  labours 
been  wrought,  like  their  own,  at  a  fire-fideu 
But  while  I  am  happy  in  the  good  opinion^ 
and  inftrofted  in  the:  correfpondence  of  fon^e 
4)f  the  firft  charafters  in  Europe  —  while  my 
writings  will  ftand  the  teft  with  fuch  men  as  a 
-Harte,  a  Haller,  and  an  Artbuthnot,  I  am  per* 
fedly  indifferent  to  the  ideas  of  the  Moores^ 
3hirleys,  Marlhals,  and  Wimpcys  of  the  age.  * 

There  is  one  part  of  thefe  papers  which 
particularly  demands  an  apology.  I  have  ven- 
tured to  recommend  to  the  gentlemen  of  Irc>^ 
land  feveral  courfes  of  hu/bandry,  as  improve- 
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ments  upon  what  I  found  thenv  pradkifing,  and 
have  given  direftions  how  they  fhou]fd  be  per* 
formed.  This  is  going  a  tittle  oufe  of  my  way; 
for  it  is  that  fptecies  of  writing  which  I  am  apt 
to  condemn.  Inftrudlions  in  this  fubje^  (hould, 
more  than  in  any  other,  be  gathered  fimply 
from  the  ^-egifter  of  experiments  and  repeated 
pbfervatioHS :  but  having  beerk  FeqU'?{led  by 
many  gentlemen  on  the  journey  to  doit,  I  have 
fubmitted  to  their  opinion,  rather  in  contra- 
didion  to  my  own.  I  have  reftefted  attentive- 
ly on  the  cireumftances  of  Ireland  before  I 
drew  up  thefe  recommendations  j  and  1  believe, 
that  thofe  who  are  beft  aeqi^ainted  with  the 
kingdom,  will  not  think  what  I  have  propo(ed 
entirely  inapplicable. 

^  Having  given  fiich  explanations  of  the  de- 
fign  of  this  work  as  appeared  neceflary,  there 
only  remains  to  infert  the  names  of  thofe  who 
were  pleafed  to  favour  me  with  their  affiftancc 
|a  executing  it* 

To  the  following  perfons  only  I  was  indebt- 
ed for  recommendations  to  Ireland : 

The  Earl  of  Shetbume. 
The  Dowager  Lady  Middleton. 
Mrs.  Vefey. 
Edmund  Burke,  Efq; 
Samuel  Whitbread,  Efq; 

b  2  John 
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John Arbuthhot,  Efqj 
Governor  PownaL 
Lord  Kcnmare, 
John  Baker  Holroyd,  Efqi 
David  Barclay,  Eftji 


Such  were  the  fmall  number  of  perfons  in 
England,  who^  before  I  went,  took  the  trouble 
to  intereft  themfelvcs  in  the  undertaking.  As 
to  the  great  body  of  abfentees,  knowing  that 
there  was  not  one  but  cquld  contribute  to  my 
being  well  informed,  by  cards  to  their  agents, 
I  took  the  mod  effeftual  means  of  letting  them 
know  my  intention  i  but  except  the  few  juft 
named,  the  deflgn  was  not  happy  enough  to  apr 
pear  in  fuch  a  light,  as  to  induce  them  to  con-r 
tribute  to  it.  Indeed  there  are  too  many  pof- 
feflbrs  of  great  eftates  in  Ireland,  who  wifh  to 
know  nothing  mor^  of -it  than  the  remittance 
of  their  ren?s. 

The  circumftance  was  rather  difcouraging^ 
and  I  began  to  apprehend  that  I  might  want 
information  j  but  the  reception  I  met  at  Dublin 
immediately  removed  itj  and  the  following 
lift  of  thofc  who  were  fo  obliging  as  to  take 
every  means  of  having  me  perfeflly  well  in- 
formed, will  ihew  that  I  was  not  difap-. 
pointed. 

The 
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The  Earl  of  Harcourt,  Lord  Lieutenant 
Earl  of  Charlemount,  Dublin 
Mr.  Machpharlandy  Luttrels  Town 
Right  Hon.  Thomas  ConoUy 

Clements,  Efqj  Kilkdoon 

Colonel  Marley,  Celbridge 
Duke  of  Leinfter,  Caftleton 

■  Jones,  Efq;  Dallefton 

Right  Hon.  H.  L.  Rowley,  Summer  Hill 

Earl  ofi  Mornington 

Right  Hon.  William  Burton,  Slaine  Cajik 

■  —  Jeb,  Efq  J  Slaine 
Mr.  Gerard,  Gibbjlown 
Earl  of  Beftive,  Heardfort 
X^ord  Longford,  Packenham 
Captain  Johnfton 

Rev.  Dean  Coote,  Shaen  Caflk 

Brown,  Efq; 

Mr.  Butler,  near  Car  lew 

— -^—  M«rcer,  Efq;  Laughlin  bridge 

Gervas  Parker  Buflj,  Efqj  Kilfaine 

Colonel  Nun 

Earl  of  Courtown 

Lieut.  General  Cunninghame,  Mount  KenneJfy 

Baron  Hamilton,  Ballybriggen 

Lord  Chief  Baron  Forfter,  Cullen^ 

Lord  Gosfort,  Market  Hill 

His  Grace  the  Lord  Primate,  Ardmagh 

Mr.  Wil}iam  Macgeough,  dim 

JBiihop  of  Clonfert 

Maxwell  Clofe,  Efq; 

*  IJ-ichardfon,  Efq; 

■^    .     ■     Leflie,  Efq;  Glajlougb 

■  '  Workman,  Efq;  Mahon 
Right  Hon.  William  BrownloW;,  Lttrgan 

Warrea 
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Mr.  Clibborn,  dittv  ^ 

The  Bifhop  of  Down,  Liflntme  . 
John  Alexander,  Efq;  Belfa/i 

. Portis,  Efq;  .ditt9 

Arthur  Buntin,  Efq;  ditto 

Mr.  Holmes,  ditto 

Dr»  Halliday,  ditto^ 

Patrick  Savage,  Efq;  P^trta  Ferry  ' 

—• —  Alnfworth,  Efq;  Strangford 

John  O'Neal,  Efq;  Sham  CaJtU 

James  Leflie,  Efq;  Le^te  HHl 

Rev.  Mr.  Leflie 

Right  Hon.  Richan!  Jackfon,  Cokraint 

Robert  Alexander,  Efq;  Derrj 

Rev.  Mr.  Bernard    ' 

Rev.  Mr.  Golcfing,  Clonleigh 

Alexander  Mongomery,  Efq;  Moimt  Chartes 

Thomas  Nefbih,  Efq; 

Sir  Jamcft  Galdwell,  Bart.  CaJHe  CaUwett 

The  Earl  of  Raft,  BeUeiJie 

Lord  Vifcount  Innifkilling,  Florence  Court 

Earl  of  Farnham,  Farnham 

»  

W.  G.  Ncwcomcn,  Efq;  Btrllyctbugh 

•Thomas  Mahon,  Efq;  Sirokejtvwn 

The  Bifhop  of  Elphin^  Elphin 

Bifhop  of  Kilmore 

The  Hon.  Thomas  Fitzmaurice,  BalIymoa$ 

The  Right  Hon.  Jofhua  Cooper,  Mecra 

Lewis  Irvine,  Efq;  Tanrego 

•r^ Brown,  Efq;  Sorilani 

Right  Hon.  Thomas  King,^  Saljyna, 
Bifhop  of  Killalla,  KiUalla 

*■  Hutchinfon,  Efq;  ditto 

TbiB  Earl  of  Altamont,  IVeJlpgrt 


Mr. 
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His  Grace  the  ArdibiihopoF  Tnaam^  9m9 

Robert  French,  £fq;  Mmiva 

Mr.  Andrew  Trench,  Galwty 

FreiSerick  Trench,  iEfq;  WMtmm 

Robert  Gregory,  Eii^;  XHutrUm 

Sir  Lucius  O'Brien,  Aart.  JOmmmiand 

Mr.  Robert  Fitsgevald 

Mr.  Singleton 

Mr.  Thomas  Marks,  Limirhak 

Richard  Aldworth,  ££q;  Armfynm 

Lord  Donneraile,  Donneraile 

DcDham  JejpfaB,  Efiq;  Jbb^l^tc; 
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Right  Hon.  Sir  Wm  Ofborne,  Bart.  Newtovm 
■  ■■  ■■ ' "  Moore,  Efq;  Marlefield 
Earl  of  Tyrone,  Curraghmoor 
Cornelius  Bolton,  Efq;  Ballycavern 
Cornelius  Bolton,  jun.  Efq;  ditta 
Richard  Nevill,  Efq;  Furnefs 
John  Lldyd,  Efq;  Glo/ler 
Peter  Holmes,  Efq;  John/town 
Michael  Head,  Efq;  Derry 
Rev.  Mr.  Lloyd,  Cullm 
Lord  Vifcount  King{t>orough,  Mticheljiown 

Such  are  the  contributors  to  this  work.  It 
is  with  the  utmbft  pleafure  I  reflefl  on  the  li- 
beral, polite,  and  friendly  manner  in  which  I 
was  received  by.  fuch  a  number  of  perfbns, 
among  whom  are  many  of  the  mqft  diftinguifli- 
cd  charafters  in  Ireland— Charadlers  that  would 

refledl  a  luftre  upon  any  hation. 

«    •  •  •       ^ 

Thb  moft  carelefs  eye  will  difcern  at  once 
the  great  advantages,  which  the  uncommon, 
but  polite  hoipitality  of  the  nation,  united 
with  an  eagernefs  to  do  whatever  had  the  moft 
diftant  appearance  of  being  ferviccable  to 
their  country,  gave  me  in  defcribing  it.  If, 
with  all  thefe  advantages,  Ireland  is  not  in  fu- 
ture much  better  kno^vn  than  ever  flic  was  be- 
fore, the  fault  is.  entirdy  mine,  and  I  have 
little  to  plead  in  extenuation  of  it. 

A    TOUR 


I- 


By  mere  accident,  the  Author  omitted  amongft  his 

friends  in  Ireland,  the  name  of  William  Colvill^ 

£fq.  of  Dublin;  a  very  undefigned  omiffion,  as  no 

perfon  could  be  moreaffiduous  in  procuring  him  every 

fort  of  information  he  ^Bviflicd,        ,  ,Much  concern* 

ing  the  corn  trade  was  very  valuable* 


I 





Tour,       &c. 


JUNE  19th,  1776,  arrived  at  Holyhead,  after 
an  inftruftive  joUrney  through  a  part  of  England 
and  Wale's  I  had  not  feen  before;  Found  the 
packet,  the  Claremont,  captain  Taylor,  would  fail 
very  foon.  After  a  tedious  paflage  of  twenty-two 
hours,  landed  on  the  20th,  in  the  morning,  at  Dunlaiy, 
four  miles  from  Dublin,  a  city  which  much  exceeded 
my  expeftation;  the  public  buildings  are  magni* 
ficent,  very  many  of  the  ftreets  regularly  laid  outj 
and  exceedingly- well  built;  The  front  of  the  parlia- 
ment houfe  is  grand  ;  though  not  fo  light  as  a  more: 
open  finifhing  of  the  roof  would  have  made  it.  The 
apartments  are  fpacious,  elegaht,  and  convenient, 
much  beyond  that  heap  of  confufion  at  Weftminfter, 
fo  inferior  to  the  magnificence  to  be  looked  for  iri  the 
feat  of  the  empire.  I  was  fo  fortuliate  as  to  arrive 
juft  in  time  to  fee  Lord  Harcourt,  with  the  ufual 
ceremonies,  prorogue  the  parliament.  Trinity  college 
is  a  beautiful  buiidmg  and  a  numerous  fociety;  the 
library  is  a  very  fine  toom,  and  well  filled.  The 
new  exchange  will  be  andther  edifice  to  do  honour 
to  Ireland  j  it  is  elegant,  coft  40,0001.  tut  deferveS 
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a  better  fituation.  Fi'om  every  thing  I  faw,  I  was 
ftruck  with  all  thofe  appearances  of  wealth  which 
t&e  capital  of  a  thriving  community  may  be  fuppofed 
to  exhibit.  Happy  if  I  find  through  the  country,  in 
difFufed  profperity,  the  right  fource  of  this  fplendor  ! 
The  common  computation  of  inhabitants  206,000^ 
but,  I  fhould  fuppofe,  exaggerated^  Others  guefled 
the  number  140,  or  1509000* 

June  21ft,  introduced  by  Colonel  Burton  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  who  was  pleafed  to  enter  into  con- 
verfation  with  me,  on  my  intended  journey,  made 
many  remarks  on  the  agriculture  of  feveral  Irifhcouo- 
ties,  and  fhewed  himfelf  to  be  an  excellent  farmer, 
particularly  in  draining.  Viewed  the  Duke  of  Leia- 
fter's  houfe,  which  is  a  very  large  ftone  edifice,  the 
{ront  fimple  but  elegant,  the  pedimyenjt  light ;  there. 
are  feveral  good  rooms  ;  but  a  circumflance  unrivaled 
is  the  court,  which  is  fpacious  and  magnificent  i  the 
opening  behilid  the  houfe  is  alfo  beautiful.  Jxk  the 
evening  to  the  Rotunda,  a  circular  room,  90  feet 
diameter,  an  imitation  of  Ranelagh,  provided  with  a, 
band  of  mufic. 

The  barracks  are  a  vaft  buildiilg,  raifed  in  a  plain 
ftile,  of  many  diviftons,  the  principal  front  is  of  an 
immenfe  length.  They  contain  every  convenience 
foj^  ten  regiments. 

June  23d.  Lord  Charlemont*s  houfe  in  Dublin, 
is  equally  elegant  and  convenient,  the  apartments, 
large,  handfome,  and  well  difpofed,  containing  fome 
good  pi£tures,  particularly  one  by  Rembrandt,  of 
Judas  throwing  the  money  on  the  floor,  with  a  ftrong; 
expreffion  of  guilt  and  remorfe;  the  whole  group 
fine.    In  the  f^me  room  is  a  portrait  pf  Caefar  Borgia 

by 


hf  Thiatu     The  library  is  a  moftdfeganC  aptfftsiei&it 
q£  abouA  4X)  by  3O9   and  of  fxrcb  a  height,  as  to  fonfir 
a  pkafihg    pioportion;  the  light  is  well  managed^ 
coouing  in  from  die  cove  of  the  cieling,  and  has  aM 
CHeeeding,  good  effed  |  at  one  end  is  a  pretty  anti^ 
sooar.  With  a  fine  copy^of  the  Venus  de  Medicis,  and 
at  the  other,,  two  finall  rooms,  one  a  cabinet  o£  pic-- 
tures  and  antiquities,  the  other  medals.     In  the  coU 
ledion  alfo  of  Robert  Fitzgerald,  Efq;   in  Merion 
fiquare  are  feveral  pieces  which  very  well  deferve  a 
traveller's  attention. — It  was  the  beft  I  faw  in  Dtib* 
lin.     Before  I  quit  that  city,  I  obferve,  on  the  houfes 
in:  general,  that  what  they  called  their  two*roomed' 
ones,  are  good  and   convenient.     Mi*.  Latouche's^ 
in  Stephen's  Gceen^  I  was  fhewn  as  a  model  of  this' 
fbtt,    and  I  found  it  well   contrived,   and  finiih^ 
elegantly.      Drove  to-  Lord   Chiarlemont's  villa  at^ 
Marino,  near  the  city,  where  his  Lordfhip  has  formed^ 
a.  pleafing  lawn,  margined,  in  the  higher  part,  by  a^ 
welL-planted  thriving  (hrubbery,    and^  on  a  rifuig^ 
ground,  a  banqueting  room,  which  ranks  very  high- 
among  the  moft  beautiful  edifices  I  have  any  whbre 
{ben  i  it  has  much  elegance,   lightnefs,  and  effe&^ 
and  commands  a  fine  profpeiSt ;   the  rifing  ground* 
on  which  it  (lands  flopes  ofF  to  an  agreeable  accom^ 
panyment  of  wood,  beyond  which,  on  one  fide,  i^-. 
Dublin  harbour,  which,  here,  has  the  appearance* 
of  a.  noble  river  crowded  with  (hips  moving  to  and* 
from  the  capital.     On  the  other  fide  is  a  fhore  fpotted 
with  white  buildings,  and   beyond  it  the  hills  of 
Wicklow,  prefcnting  an  out-line  extremely  various. 
The  other  part  of  the  view  (it  would  be  more  perfeftN 
if  the  city  was  planted  out)  is  varied,  in  feme  places 
nodiing^but  wood,,  in  others,  breaks  of  profped.  The 
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lawn,^  which  is  extenfivc,  is  new  grafs,  and  appears 
to  be  excellently  l^id  down  ;  the  herbage,  a  fine  csop 
pf  white  clover,  (trifdlium  repens)^  trefoile  rib-grafs, 
(plantago  lanceolata)^  and  other  good  plants.  Re- 
turned to  Dublin,  and  made  inquiries  into  other 
points,  the  prices  of  provifions,  &c.  The  expeaees 
of  a  family,  in  proportion  to  thofe  of  London,  arcy 
as  five  to  eight. 

Having,  the  year  following,  lived  more  than  two 
months  in  Dublin,  I  am  able  to  fpeak  to  a  few  points, 
which,  as  a  mere  traveller,  T  could  not  have  done-  The 
information  I  before  received  of  the  prices  of  living 
is  correft.  Fifh  and  poultry  are  plentiful  and  cheap. 
Good  lodgings  almoft  as  dear  as  they  are  in  London  ; 
though  we  were  well  accommodated  (dirt  excepted) 
for  two  guineas  and  a  half  a  wepk.  All  the  lower 
ranks  in  this  city  have  no  idea  of  Englifh  cleanlinefs, 
either  in  apartments,  perfons,  or  cookery.  There  is 
a  very  good  fociety  in  Dublin  in  a  parliament  winter 
—a  great  round  of  dinners  and  parties,  and  balls 
and  fuppers  every  night  in  the  week,  fome  of  which 
are  very  elegant  ;  but  you  almoft  every  where  meet 
a  company  much  too  numerous  for  th^  fize  of  the 
apartments.  They  have  two  affemblies  on  the  plan 
of  thofe  of  London,  in  Fifhamble-ftreet,  and  at  the 
Rotunda ;  and  two  gentlemen's  clubs,  Anthry's  and 
Daly*s,  very  well  regulated  ;  I  heard  fome  anecdotes 
of  deep  play  at  the  latter,  though  never  to  the  excefs 
common  at  London.  An  ill-judged  and  unfuc- 
cefsful  attempt  was  made  to  eftablifh  the  Italian 
Opera,  which  exifted,  but  with  fcarcely  any  life,  for 
this  one  winter  j  of  courfe  they  could  rife  no  higher 
tiian  a  comic  one.    La  Buona  Figliuola,  la  Frafca- 
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tana,  and  ill  Gelofo  in  Cimento,  were  repeatedly 
performed,  or  rather  murdered,  except  the  parts  of 
Seftini,  The  houfe  was  generally  empty,  and  mifer- 
ably  cold.  So  much  knowledge  of  the  ftate  of  a 
country  is  gained  by  hearing  the  debates  of  a  parlia- 
ment, that  I  often  frequented  the  gallery  of  the  houfe 
of  commons.  Since  Mr.  Flood  has  accepted  the 
vice-treafurerfhip  of  Ireland,  he  has  ceafed  to  exert 
his  amazing,  powers :  Mr.  Daly,  Mr.  G ratten. 
Sir  William  Ofborn,  and  the  prime  feijeant  Burgh, 
are  reckoned  high  among  the  Irifh  orators.  I  heard 
many  very  eloquent  fpeeches,  but  I  cannot  fay  they 
ftruck  me  like  the  exertion  of  the  abilities  of  iriflimen 
in  theenglifli  houfe  of  commons.  Befpre  I  conclude  with 
Dublin,  I  (hall  only  remark,  that  walking  in  the  ftreets 
there,  from  thenarrownefs  and  populoufnefs  of  the 
principal  thoroughfares,  as  well  as  from  the  dirt  and 
wretchednefs  of  the  canaille^  isa  moft  uneafy  anddif- 
gufting  exercife, 

June  a4th,  left  Dublin  '5nd  pafled  through   the 

Phoenix  park,  a  very  pleafing  ground,  at  the  bottom 

of  which,  to  the  left,  the  LifFy  forms  a  variety  of 

landfcapes :    this   is   the   moft  beautiful   environ   of 

Dublin.     Take  the  road  to  Luttrell's  town  through 

a  various  fcenery  on  the  banks   of  the   river.     That 

domain    is   confiderable  in   extent,  being  above  400 

acres  within  the  wall,  Irifh  meafure  ;  in  the  front  of 

the  houfe  is   a  fine   lawn  bou;ided   by  rich  woods, 

through  which  are  many  ridings,  four  miles  in  extent. 

From  the  road  towards  the  houfe,  they  lead  through 

a  very  fine  glen,   by  the  fide  of  a  ftream  falling  over 

a  rocky  bed, — through  the  dark  woods, — and  on  the 

(Ides  of  declivities,  at  the  bottom  of  which  the  LifFy  is 

either  heard  or  feen  indiflinftly  j  thefe  woods  are  of 
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grfiat  cxteat,  .and  ib  oear  the  capital^  form  a  retif?** 
inex]it    c;xc:^edixigly    beautiful,     hozd    Imbaaa  ^  adi^d 
Colonel  Luttrel  have  brouglxt  bx  tht  affiftanoe  ^f 
agriculture  to  add  to  diie  beauties  of  the  plac^,  they 
have  kept  a  part  of  the  lands  in  cultivation  in  ordpr 
to  lay  jth^m  down'  the  better  to  grafs;   150   acivs 
have  been    done,  and    above   200  moft  ejEbdually 
drained  in  the  covqred  jnanner   filled  with  Aonc^. 
Thefe  works  are  weU  executed.    The  drains  are  aUb 
made  under  the  roads  in  all  wet  phice^,  with  lateral 
ihort  ones  to  take  off  the  water  inftead  of  leaving  it, 
as  is  common,  to  foak  againft-theKiauiibway^  which  is 
an  excellent  method.     Great  ufe  has  been  made  of 
[  lime-ftone  gravel  in  the  improvements,  tbe  eSeSt  of 
which  is  fo  conftderabie,   that  in  feveral  fpots  where 
it  was*  laid  on  10  years  ago,   the  fuperiorily  of  the 
grafs  is  now  fimilar  to  >srhat  one  would  expdSt  from  a 
frefh  dunging. 

Mr.  Macfarlan  the  fteward  has  at  fome  diftance 
from  the  grounds  a  farm  which  he  is  bringing  into 
high  order.    His  ditches  are  large,  deep^  and  well  cut, 
and  he  has  made  many  drains.     Lime  he  has  u^ 
much,    a,nd  experimentally  ag^nft    (pots    unlimed« 
and  found  the  benefit  very  great ;  4he  foil,  a  flrpng, 
wet,  floney  loam  on  lime  ftcme.     He  lays  i^  bacrdis 
an  acre^  at  the  expence  of  feven  p^ice  a  barrel,  and 
finds  that  it  will  laft  as  long  as  the  gravd.     For 
meadow  lands,  he  prefers  it  mixed  with  earth,  but  on 
tillage  gravel.     Soot  he  buys  at  Dublin  for  fowing 
over  wheat  in  april  to  kill  the  red  worm,  for  which  it 
anfwcrs,  and  alfo  improves  the  crpp.     Another  cir- 
cumftance  in  whiqh  he  difFers  from  the  farmers,  is 
cutting  draw  into   chafF,  and  alfo  in  beginning  to 
plough  his  fallows  in  autumn*    .He  much  prefers 
ploughing  with  oxen  to  hprfes.     The  following  par- 
ticulars 
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ticulare  he  gave  tab  of  the  general  ftate  of  huIbaAdrjr 
in  the  county  of  Dublin:  farms  about  lOOl.  a  year, 
more  above  than  under,  fome  to  300 1.  a  year.  The 
foil  on  the  fur  face  a  floney  yellow  clay,  18  inches 
deep  on  lime-ftone  gravel,  with  fome  exceptions 
of  flate*-ftdne,  rents  about  il.  lis.  6d :  from 
1O8.  6d«  to  3I.  3s*  courfes  moft  general,  i.  Fal- 
low. 2  Wheat.  Sow  i  barrel,  and  get  on  a|i 
avera^  8  barrels.  3.  Oats.  Sow  2  barrels,  get  from 
12  to  20.  Sometimes  i  •  Fallow.  2*  Wheat.  3.  Oats. 
4.  Clover.  5.  Wheat.  6.  Oats.  They  pk>ugh  four 
times  for  wheat,  on  clover  but  once,  feed  their  clover 
the  year  through.    No  fain-foine. 

Many  potatoes  in  the  ridgeway  7  feet  broad,  and  the 
lurrows  ji.  Cut  generally  18  to  24  inches  deep,  in 
order  to  threw  up  fome  lime-ftone  gravel :  alivays 
dung  for  them,  320  one  horfe  loads  to  an  acre  at  about 
five  or  fix  to  a  ton>  are  fpread  over  the  feven  feet. 
Lay  the  fets  upon  the  clung,  dig  a  fpit  and  Ihovel  it ; 
then  dig  another  fpit,  and  another  (hovelling,  the  fetts 
12  inches  afunder }  from  four  to  five  barrels  plant  an 
acre.  Weed,  but  no  hoeing  j  take  them  up  with  the 
ipade,  and  the  crop  from  60  to  70  barrels :  all  are 
planted  for  home-ufe,  but  they  give  their  pigs  the 
fmall  ones,  boiled  ^  and  they  will  fatten  them  to  be 
£ne  bacon,  but  give  fome  butter-milk,  and  a  we^k  or 
two  before  they  are  killed  fome  ofFal  corn.  For  fowls, 
boil  them  to  a  mafh,  and  mix  with  butter-milk,  which 
fattens  them  exceedingly  well.  The  price  of  potatoes 
on  an  average  20  d.  per  cwt.  the  mofl  produ<^ive  forts 
are  tfie  white  kidney,  and  the  white  Munfler.  Lime- 
£tot»  gravel  the  general  manure  of  the  country }  they 
hkj  3  or  400  one  horfe-cart  loads  per  acre  i  it  will 
jaA  from  15  to'  20  years,  and  is  of  the  greateft  be* 
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ncfit ;  it  appears  immediately :  the  expence  ufually 
il.  IIS.  6d.  per  acre  :  fpread  it  on  the  fallow,  after 
the  firft  plowing.  They  go  much  to  Dublin  for 
fullage  of  the  ftreets  to  lay  on  their  hay  grounds. 
Good  grafs-land  letts  at  40  s.  an  acre ;  five  miles  round 
Dublin  from  40s.  to  10 1.  on  an  average  about  3I.  8  8, 
Mow  moft  of  it  for  hay ;  a  good  crop  20  load  at  4  cwt, 
an  acre  round  Dublin ;  through  the  county  12  load 
an  acre.  Many  dairies  kept  for  letting  from  5 1,  15  s« 
to  61.  5S4  per  cow ;  the  dairyman  finds  labour,  but 
has  horfes  enough  kept  him  to  draw  the  milk  to 
Dublin.  On  an  average  a  cow  will  require,  for  her 
fummer  and  winter  food,  an  acre  and  a  half,  but  not 
of  the  beft  grafs. — ^^Of  that  an  acre  would  do.-— The 
breed  the  old  Iriflij  theEnglilh  cows  do  not  give  fo 
much  milk :  from  4  to  6  lb.  of  butter  a  cow  the 
produce  per  week :  the  butter-milk  fells  from  4s.  to 
6s.  per  barrel.  A  good  cow  fliould  give  eight  quarts 
a  day,  if  lefs  the  cowman  rejefts  her.  The  winter 
food  hay.-  Very  few  fwine  kept,  except  by  cottagers, 
Sheep  they  buy  in  June  pr  July,  and  fell  them 
from  feptember  until  march ;  buy  in  wethers  three 
years  old,  at  20s.  and  fell  them  out  at  il.  iis;  6d, 
but  give  them  hay.  Plough  with  oxen  four  in  a 
plough  ;  but  in  goring^ .  or  crofs-plowifig^  fix,  and 
do  half  an  acre  a  day.  To  100  acres  arable  there  muft 
be  fix  bullocks  and  eight  horfes.  Plough  nine  inches 
deep  at  goring ;  price  of  ploughing,  fowing,  and 
harrowing,  i6s.  to  20  s.  an  acre.  Lay  their  fields  in 
four  foot  lands.  Keeping  horfes,  9I.  a  year  each. 
No  cutting  of  ftraw  into  chafF  among  the  common 
farmers  :  the  plough  oxen  they  work  on  ftraw.  They 
have  more  horfes  than  oxen  ;  put  the  latter  to  work  at 
three  years  old,  keep  them  ^t  it-ttlHiine,  then  fatten 
them.  They  break  their  ftubbles  in  njay  or  June. 
Jn  hiring  and  flocking  fjirms,  they  will,  with  80  K 
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or  lool.   take  as  many  acres,  dividing  as  follow  on 
80  acres.  { 

£'  *•  £'  s.    JU 

6  Horfes  at    3     3        -         •  -^         18  18    o 

4  Oxen           30        -         -  -         12     00 

4  Coivs           2  10        -         -  •         10    o    o 

a  Pigs                18        -         -  -          I  16    o 

4  Iriih  cars     17         -         -  -          580 

2  Ploughs        -         -•        -        -  -iio 

2  Harrows          -          -          -  .          o  16    o 

Harnefs         -         -          -          -^  -         440 

Sundries         -         -         -^         -  -         500 

Furniture          -          -           r  -          500 

Houfe-keeping  the  firft  year  -            600 

J.  Man  4I.  and  i  boy  2I.  wages  -         600 

I  Maid        -        -         -         -  -         iioo 

Seed  I  ^  acres,  wheat  20  s.  7  00ft 

Oats  13  acres      «-       i6s^  I  '      ^ 


lOI 


For  part  of  which  he  will  run  in  debt.  Land  fells  in 
"general,  through  the  county,  at  22  years  purchafe. 
Till  within  three  years  it  rofi?  much,  from  1762  to 
1772 ;  fince  that  it  has  rather  fallen.  Tythes  are 
compounded  by  the  acre.  Wheat  and  barley  5s.  6d. 
Oats  2s.  gd.  near  Dublin  5s.  or  6s.  Moft  of  the 
people  drink  tea,  and  confume  plenty  of  whifky  and 
tobacco,  Leafes4i  or  61  years;  many  on  lives,  and 
alfo  renewable  for  ever.  Rent  of  cottages  26s.  to  30s. 
with  a  potatoe  garden.  No  emigrations.  The  re- 
ligion in  general  catholic.  Labour  through  the  year 
lod.  a  day,  about  Dublin  is.  A  ditch  of  fix  feet  wide, 
five  feet  deep  perpendicular,  and  two  and  a  half  at  bot-^ 
torn,  the  earth  all  on  one  fide,  2s.  6d.  a  perch.  Threfh- 
ing  and  cleaning  wheat  gd.  per  barrel ;  barley  bA\^ 

Oats  ^di, 

Pro- 
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Provisions. 
Bread  lolb.  of  14  oz.  for  i2d. — Bacon  6d.— 
Butter-milk    id  J.    a   quart. — New    milk    2d.     a 
quart.— Potatoes    is.  6d.    per   cwt. — Candles  5dJ. 
per  pound* — Soap  6d. — Firing  all  ftolen. 

BuiIrDING. 

Irish  flate  15s.  per  1000.  Engliih  20s. — Oak 
timber  rather  fallen  in  price  in  10  years. — Elm  is»  4d. 
Beech  is«  Soft  wood  8d»  Firs  at  60. years  growth> 
one  ton  to  one  and  a  half  of  timber^  and  worth  2I.  26./ 
Walling  IS.  a  perch,  for  labour  of  7  feet  high  and' 18 
inches  thick.  Building  a  cottage  3I.  ditto  a  farm- 
boafe  and  all  offices  for  8d  acres,  20I. 

Leaving  Luttrelftown,  I  went  to  St.  Wolftans, 
which  Lord  Harcourt  had  been  fo  obliging  as  to  deflre 
I  would  make  my  quarters,  from  whence  to  view  to 
the  right  or  left* 

June  25th,  to  Mr.  Clements,  at  Killadoon,  who 
kas  lately  built  an  excellent  houfe,  and  planted  much 
about  it,  with  the  fatisfa£iIon  of  finding  that  all  his 
trees  thrive  well  ;  I  remarked  the  beech  and  larch 
feemed  to  get  beyond  the  reft.  He  is  alfo  a  good 
farmer.  Cabbages  he  has  repeatedly  tried,  and  ufed 
them  generally  for  fattening  fheep,  and  finds  them 
much  better  for  the  purpofe  than  turnips.  Pota- 
toes be  cultivates  largely,  not  only  for  family  ufe,  but 
alfo  for  fattening  fwine  ;  boils  them,  and  they  fat  ex- 
ceedingly well,  without  any  mixture  of  meal,  both 
|>orkers  and  for  bacon,  giving  them  oats  for  three 
weeks  at  laft.  He  has  been  very  attentive  to  bring  his 
farm  into  neat  order  refpe6iing  fences,  throwing  down 
^fti  levelling  old  banks,  making  new  ditches^  double 

ones 
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fin^iix'&et'wide  and  £ve  deep,  widi  a  hargt  !bank  be* 

tween  for  plantings  more  cffodttally  than  erer  I  (aw 

in  England :  alfo  in  hollow  draining  his  wet  lands. 

Remarking  in  one  jof  his  iields  under  oats  one  part, 

jibout  an  acre  u^ocmipairably  beyond  the  leSt  of  the 

field,  I  -enquired  into  the  caufe  of  it,  and  found  fit 

ibwn  wkh  an  Engli&oaC,  no  odier  <iiffeicnce  isitbe 

cirpimmftancBS.    His  fyftem  of  iheep  is  to  buy  ewet, 

in  lefMsember^  at  14s.  6i.  and  to  fatten  both  lanb  and 

«we,   fplliog  the  Adk  lat  9s.  and  Ac  latter  at  cSs.  The 

wcx>L  i6  4s.     They  Jamb  the  beginning  of  narch. 

Obfenwg  the  legs  being  l«ig,  his  man  afliired  me  that 

i^t  longer  tjhe  U^  the  better  the  flieep  feid  in  Smtdl- 

field-     A  ridicdious  firepofleffioa !  but  not  peculiar  to 

iFeland  &  Wikttkixe  has  it. 

June  26th,  breakfafted  with  Colonel  Marlay,  at 
Cellbridge,  found  he  had  praSifed  hufbalidry  with 
much  fuccefs,  and  given  great  attention  to  it  from 
the  p^ce  of  1763,  which  put  a  period  to  a  gallant 
fcene  of  forvice  in  Germany ;    walked   through  his 
jgrounds,  which  I  found  in  general  very  well  cultivated  5 
liis  fences  excellent,  his  ditches  five  by  fix,  and  feven 
by  fix ;  the   banks  well   made,    and    planted  with ' 
quicks }  the  borders  dug  away  covered  with  lime, 
till  perfedly  flacked,  then  mixed  with  dung,  and 
./carried  into  the  fields ;  a  pradice  which  Mr.  Marlay 
lias  foiled -of  ¥ery  great  benefit.  He  has  cultivated  the 
large  Scotch  cabbage  for  two  or  three  years,  which 
came  to  16  or  lylb.  on  an  average,  applied  them  to 
fattening  oxen  that  had  been  fed  on  grafs ;  began  to 
give  them  in  november;  has  had  two  and  a  half  acres^: 
they  fatten  the  beafls  very  well,  full  as  well  as  tur- 
nips, but  did  not  think  they  anfwered  the  expence,  aa 

they 
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they  require,  in  order  to  have  them  of  a  great  fize,  an 
immenfe  quantity  of  dung. 

Turnips. 
He  has  fown  every  year  fince  1763,  always  had  from 
4  to  17  acres;  has  ufually  drilled  them  in  rows,  the 
difiances  various ;  but  thofe  which  anfwered  beft,  were 
double  at  12  inches,  with  intervals- of  three  feet, 
horfe  hqed,  hand  hoed,  and  weeded  them.  Prepared  ' 
for'  them  by  lime  and  dung ;  the  crops  fine^  up  to 
2ilb.  a  turnip,  but  on  an  average  about  81b.  Ge- 
nerally fed  beafts  with  them  that  had  had  the  fummer's 
grafs,  but  with  both  gave  fome  hay,  and  were  very 
fat  in  four  months.  Continued  them  in  the- fame 
ground  for  fix  or  feven  years  together,  manuring  every 
fecond  year.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  he  did  not  change 
the  land, 

Potatoes* 
Plants  them  with  the  plough,  drawing  furrows 
five  feet  afunder,  fills  them  with  dung,  the  fets  on 
the  dung,  covered  with  the  plough,  and  horfe-hoed 
backwards  and  forwards  j  the  crop  28  barrels  per  acre 
of  very  large  ones. 

Clover. 
Mr.  Marlay  has  introduced  this  plant  To  generally, 
that  he  fows  no  corn  without  it.     The  profit  exceed- 
ingly great,  more  than  that  of  any  other  improve- 
pient. 

Lime, 
Used  much,  mixed  with  earth,  and  found  great 
fuccefs  from  it,  even  on  lime-ftpne  land.     Burns  at 
7d.  a  barrel ;  always  leaves  it  on  the  ditch-earth  to 
flacky  and  then  mixes  it  before  dung  is  added, 

•  Dkain- 
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Draining. 
Mas  drained  much  in  the  hollow  way,  filling  with 
fiones,  and  found  the  benefit  exceedingly  great,  can 
cart    on  the  wettefl  lands  at  any  time  ;   two  years 
have  paid  the  expence. 

Ploughing. 

Instead  of  the  common  draught  of  the  country, 
he  ufes  often  only  two  oxen  in  a  plough,  having 
many  forts  of  ploughs  from  Mr.  Baker,  and  from 
England. 

Cow's. 

From  three  Kerry  cows,  from  the  middle  of  may 
to  the  middle  of  feptember,  he  had  24  lb.  of  butter  a 
week. 

The  Colonel  favoured  me  with  the  following  par- 
ticulars of  the  common  hufbandry  about  Cellbridge. 
Farms  generally  100  acres  j  the  medium  of  the  county 
from  20I.  to  lool.  a  year.  Soil  various  ;  ftoney  loams, 
gravels,  and  clays,  and  on  lime-ftone  quarries. 
Rents  about  il.  los.  on  an  average.  Their  courfe, 
i^  Fallow.  2.  Wheat,  fow  a  barrel  and  get  feven. 
3-  Oats,  fow  two  barrels  and  get  14.     4.  Oats. 

They  plough  three  or  four  times  for  wheat. 
Turnips  were  fown  in  fields  30  years  ago,  but  left 
ofF  on  account  of  the  poor  ftealing  them.  Great 
quantities  of  potatoes  planted  in  the  trenching  way^ 
the  expence  3I.  in  labour  only  to  plant  them  if  done 
by  hire,  and  40  s.  if  for  themfelves .  The  cottagers 
pay  the  farmers  81.  an  acre  for  the  land  ready  dunged>. 
and  they  require  three  car  loads  to  every  fquare 
perch.-— This  great  manuring  fwallows  up  not  only 

all 
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all  the  dung  of  the  farm,  but  sine-tenths'  of  that  of 
tbe:  kingdom.       They  begin  tor  phnt  in  march^ 
and  cQiitifttie  to  the  end  of  zastf ;  moft  of  them  -mkA  ;• 
tbe  crop  upon,  an  average  about  loa  barrels,  at  Sr^ 
each.     They  are  obliged  to  clea?  die  land  by  the  iirft 
of  november,  when  the   farmer  ploughs  and  fows 
wheat  and  gets  finje^  crops^     The  apple  potatoe  is 
liked  beft,  hecaufe  they  laft  till  the  new  Ofles  come  in* 
Ik  refpe£l  to  otber  manuring,  they  ufe  but  little  lime^ 
depending  principally   on    limie-ftone    grard,    30O' 
car  loads  to   an*  acre ;  if  taken  out  of  a   ditch  oa 
the  fpot,  it  cofts  about  18   or   19  s,    an    acre.     It 
will  laft  five  or  fix  years  good.     The  tenants  often 
lay  land  to  grafs ;  but  theu  only  way  is  to^  let  it 
cover  itfeif  with  fuch  vegetables  as  m^  come,  which 
upon  fome  land  form  a  very  good  turf.  Few  cows  kept 
for  the  dairy.     They  apply  their  grafs  chiefly  to  fat- 
tening COW9)  there  is  fome  good  meadow  an:  the 
river ;  and,  in  grazing^  two  acres  will,  fatten,  three? 
cows,  befides  fome  iheep  and  wintor*  food.     Flocks' 
rife  to  3  or  400— they  buy  in  wethers  half  &t,  which 
^re  kept  in  the  after-grafa  till  ehriftmas,  then  to  hay, 
and  fell. in  february  and. march;,  buy  at  18  to  20,  fell 
at  30  to  35.     They  pbugh  with  both  horfe»  and^ 
oxen,  the  draft  four  oxen,  or  two  oxen  and  twa 
horfes.     To  a  farm  of  117  acres  ten  horfes  and  two 
oxen,  are  neceflary.     They  plough'  five  inches  d^sep, 
and  do  one  half,,  or  tbre&<-foarths^  of  an  acre  a  day. 
Lay  their   lands  in  three  feet  ridges*—- The'  draft— 
o9cen    have  hay  when-  worked.     Hire  of  a  boy^  a^ 
horfe    and  car,    is.  6d.  a  day;''two  cars  and  one- 
man  IS.  6d.    In  hiring  and  ftocking  farms— fcH*  50 
acres 

4  liotrCSf* 
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J  Cows^  at  3I.  3s.            •            -  9  9^  ot 

%  Young  cattte^  at  i6<»     ^            -^  ]^  I2t  a 

a  Pigs  5a.      --         *           -  o  10  a 

%  G^rs  40&           «         •!>           ^  4  a  t». 

X    Plough          -k          «             K               ^  Q  6  O; 

H^f ow»           -         -         .,             •  o  Sr  ^ 

FujcaiHifq       -       -         <•          -  I  o  a 

Qou&keqpiog  is.  4jd*  adayv  f^r  h^If  a  jrear    x^z  t>  9 

Hatveft,  labouring^  &c.               -  xo  o  a 

Seed,  ioacrea,iobarrdaiirb9alj£|*io   0  a. 
ID  Acres  oats,  20  ditto          -        600 

5  DUto.  her e,  5  dsijtt^           «        3  O  0    19.  o.  o 
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3  Con^^Slb.  busier  at  weok,  froBsi  ift  of  1  .  ^ 
m^y.tQ^endoffepfeembei  too  lb*  atSd^  >   ^ 

2  Pigs            -            -            -            -      i;  4  a 

50  Barrels  of  wheat       -»           -  '        -.    50  o  a 

K)  Acses  wheat  ifarawt               -         -  -     10-  o  » 

>o ■■■  toa(»»  xoobarrols        •            <*    30-  ^  Ql 

5^'ii  MJiiM  bere,  X3  ditto  *  -    4^*5  O 
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L2dx>ur       ■-■*        n  ■  ■■    j^.  10 

IUq^  and  cefs,  i^MMw  ■  1  180         j^«  9^    o^  <> 
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x6  JOHN    WHYiSr    BAKEg. 

A  FARMER  that  has  a  plough,  a  harrow,  thre^ 
cars,  four  horfes  «and  fix.  cows,  with  50L  In  Ki^ 
pocket,  will  take  a  farm  of  100  acres.  Tythes — for 
wheat  7s.  for  oats  and  here  38.  for  mowing  ground 
5s.  Land  fells  at  22  year^purchafe ;  has  fallen  fince 
1772  one  or  two  years.  County  cefs  paid  by  tenant 
for  roads  is.  an  acre.  Leafes  ufual  three  lives  or 
31  years,  fome  renewable  for  ever.  People  rather 
increafed.  All  catholics.  Rent  of  a  cabbin,  and 
half  an  acre  of  land,  40^  Building  a  new  cottage 
lol.  which,  with  half  an  acre,  lets  at  40s.  for  a  farmi 
of  50  acres,  40  to  50I.  Building  a  wall  10  feet  high, 
18  inches  thick,  and  21  feet  long,  34s.  with  mor^tar 
dafhed  8s.  lefs,  ^flating  ^  guinea  a  fquare. 

Walked  through  Lauglinftown,  the  farm  of  the  late 
Mr.  John  Whyn  Baker,  to  whom  the  Dublin  fociety^ 
with  a  liberality  that  does  them  great  honour,  gave, 
forfeveral  years,  300I.  annually,  to  make  experiments* 
I  had  the  pleafure  of  cortefpoiiding  with  him  fe- 
veral  years;  liielancholy  it  was  to  fee  the  land  of  a  man 
of  fo  much  ingenuity  fo  foon  after  his  death ;  and  *' 
more  fo,  to  hear,  with  all  his  exertions,  he  was  not 
able  to  anfwer  the  expectations  raifed  of  him.  I 
found  what  I  had  {ufpe£):ed  from  reading  his  ex-^ 
periments,  that  he  wanted  capital  ^  without  a  fufE^ 
cient  one  it  is  impoffible  to  farm  well  :— a  man  may 
have  all  the  abilities  in  the  world,  write  like  a  genius, 
talk  like  an  angel,  and  really  underftand  the  bufinef» 
in  all  its  depths,  but  unlefs  he  has  a  proper  capital, 
his  farm  will  never  b?  fit  for  exhibition  ;  and  then,  to 
condemn  him  for  not  being  a  good  farmer  in  priftice 
as  well  as  theory,  i§  jufi:  like  abufing  the  inhabitants 
of  the.Irifh  cabbins  for  not  becoming  excellent  ma- 
nagers. 
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iiagers.  No  idea  could  be  more  ufeful,  than  that 
4>f  encouraging  fuch  a  man  as  Mr.  Baker ;  but  a 
capital  fhould  have  been  furniflied  him  for  bringing 
his  farm  into  order,  and  when  it  was  fo,  he  fhould 
have  been  direfled  not  to  try  any  experiments  ;  be- 
<aufe  thofe  trials  were  for  the  acquifition  of  know- 
ledge in  difputable  points ;  the  fociety  wanted  no 
fuch  difquifitions  ;  but  the  exhibition  of  a  farm, 
cultivated  in  a  manner  which  experience  had  rendered 
indifputable  in  Englaiui  or  elfewhere. 

Viewed  Lucan,  the  feat  of  Agmondifham  Vefey, 
£fq;  on  the  banks  of  the  LifFy  ;  the  houf^  is  rebuild- 
ing ;  but  the  wood  on  the  river,  with  Walks  through 
it,  is  exceedingly  beautiful.  The  charafter  of  the 
place  is  that  of  a  fequeftered  (hade.  Diftant  views 
are  every  where  fliut  out,  and  the  objefts  all  corref- 
pond  perfeSly  with  the  impreffion  they  were  deligned 
to  raife  :  it  is  a  walk  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  chiefly 
under  a  variety  of  fine  wood,  which  rifes  on  varied 
flopes,  in  fome  parts  gentle,  in  others  fteep  j  fprcading 
here  and  there  into  cool  meadows )  on  the  oppofite 
ihore,  rich  banks  of  wood  or  Ihrubby  ground.  The 
walk  is  perfe£):ly  fequeilered,  and  has  that  melancholy 
gloom  which  (hould  ever  dwell  in  fuch  a  place.  The 
river  is  of  a  charafter  perfcftly  fuited  to  the  reft  of 
the  fcenery  ;  in  fome  places  breaking  over  rocks,  in 
others  filent,  under  the  thick  fhade  of  fpreading 
wood.  Leaving  Lucan,  the  next  place  is  Leixlip,  a  fine 
one  on  the  river,  with  a  falmonleap,  which,  in  a  wet  fe^ 
fon,  is  confiderable.  Then  St.  Wolftans,  belonging  to 
the  dean  of  Derry,  a  beautiful  villa,  which  is  alfo  on 
the  river;  the  grounds  gay  and  open,  though  not 
without  the  advantage  of  much  wood  difpoied  with 

Vol.  I.  C  judgmental 
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judgment.  A  winding  fhriibbery  quits  thd  river^ 
and  Is  made  to  lead  through  fome  .drefied  ground  that 
is  pretty  and  chearfuU 

Mfe.  CoNOLLY*s,  at  Gaftle-towni  to  which  all 
travellers  refort,  is  the  fiiieft  hoiife  in  Irelahd,  and  hot 
iexceeded  by  many  in  England  ;  it  is  a  large  handfomc 
edifice,  fituated  in  the  middle  of  an  extenfive  lawn^ 
Which  is  quite  furrounded  with  fine  plantations  dif- 
pbfed  to  the  beft  advantage :  to  the  horth  thefe  uhit^ 
into  very  large  woods,  through  which  many  winding 
Walks  lead,  with  the  convenience  of  feveral  orna- 
mented feats,  rooms,  &c.  On  the  other  fide  of  the . 
houfe,  upon  the  river,  is  a  cottage,  with  a  fhrubbcry, 
prettily  laid  out  ;  the  houfe  commands  an  extehfive 
view,  bounded  by  the  Wicklow  mountains.  Itcon- 
fifts  of  feveral  noble  apartments.  On  the  firft  floor  Is 
a  beautiful  gallery,  80  feet  long,  elegantly  fitted  up. 

June  27th,  left  Lord  Harcourt's,  and  having  re- 
ceived an  invitation  from  the  Duke  of  Lfcinfter, 
paffed  through  MV.  Conolly's  grounds  to  his  Grace*s 
feat  at  Cartown,  the  park  ranks  among  the  fineft  in 
Ireland.  It  is  a  vaft  lawn^  which  waves  over  gentle 
hills,  furrounded  by  plantations  of  great  extent, 
which  break  and  divide  in  places,  fo  as  to  give  much 
variety.  A  large  but  gentle  vale  winds  through  the 
whole,  in  the  bottom  of  which  a  fmall  ftream  has 
been  enlarged  into  a  fine  river,  which  throws  a  chear- 
fulnefs  through  m,oft  of  the  fcenes  :  over  it  a  hand- 
fome  ftone  bridge.  There  is  a  great  variety  on  the 
banks  of  this  vale ;  part  of  it  confifts  of  mild  flopes, 
part  fteep  banks  of  thick  wood ;  in  another  place  they 
■  are  formed  into  a  large  ffirubbery,  very  elegantly 
laid  bu't^  and  drefled  in  the  highefl  order,  with  a  cot- 
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tage,  the  fcencry  about  which  is  uncommonly  plcaf- 
ing  ;  and  further  on,  this  vale  takes  a  ftronger  cha- 
rader,  having  a  rocky  bank  on  one  fide,  and  fteep 
Hopes  fcattered  irregulary,  with  wood  on  the  other. 
~On  one  of  the  moft  rifing  grounds  in  the  park  is  a 
tower,  from  the  top  of  which  the  whole  fcenery  is 
beheld  ;  the  park  fpreads  on  every  fide  in  fine  fheets 
*of  lawn,  kept  in  the  higheft  order  by  iioo  fheep, 
Scattered  over  with  rich  plantations,  and  bounded  by 
a  large  margin  of  wood,  through  which  is  a  riding. 
From  this  building  his  Grace  has  another  fort  of  view, 
not  every  where  to  be  met  with  j  he  looks  over  a 
great  part  of  60,000  acres,  his  own  property,  which 
lie  nearly  contiguous  around  him ;  and  Ireland  is 
obliged  to  him  for  fpending  the  revenue  on  the  fpot 
that  pr6duces  it.  At  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  park 
Is  a  new  town,  Manooth,  which  the  Duke  has  built ; 
it  is  regularly  laid  out,  and  confifts  of  go6d  hbufes. 
His  Grace  gives  encouragement  to  fettling  in  it, 
confequently  it  increafes,  and  he  meditates  feveral 
improvements.    Reached  Kilcock. 

June  aSth,  breakfafted  with  Mr.  Jones  of  Dollef- 
town,  who  was  fo  obliging  as  to  anfwer  my  inquiries 
concerning  the  hufbandry  of  his  neighbourhood.  He 
informed  me,  that  the  town  of  Kilcock  contained  fix 
great  diftilleries  for  making  whilky,  and  that  ail  the 
inrafh  and  grains  were  ufed  in  fattening  either  hog$ 
or  beafts,  generally  the  latter.  About  november  they 
put  them  to  it,  and  though  quite  lean,  they  will  be 
completely  fat  by  eafter :  thofe  who  are  more  atten- 
tive than  commton,  give  them  alfo  fome  bran  or  hay. 
Mr.  Fofter  of  Branchale,  at  fome  diftance  from  the 
town^  has  a  more  complete  diftillcry,  and  fats  more 
beafts  than  any  other  perfon.  * 

C  2  Farms 
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Farms  here  rife  from  20  to  100  acres^  at  2is«  a^i 
acre,  except  about  the  town,  where  they  are  higher  : 
but  thejr'  have  fallen  5$.  an  acre  in  five  or  fix  years. 
The  Courie  tnoft  common  is,  i.  Potatoes*  which 
yield  60  barrels  an  acre.  2.  Bere  fow;n  in  novem- 
ber,  three  quarters  of  a  barrel  per  acre,  the  crop  13 
or  14.  3.  Oats*,  I  and  a  half  to  two  barrels  fown,  the 
produce  13.  4.  Oats.  5.  Summer  fallow.  6. 
Wheat,  fow  three  quarters,  get  7*  7*  Oats.  8. 
Oats* 

Thiey  plant  fome  potatoes  on  lays  without  dung  ; 
but  for  this  the  land  muft  be  very  g6od,  or  the  la,y 
old  :  it  is  not  cfteemed  fo  good  a  way  as  on  ftubble. 
The  cottars  give  51,  5s.  to  6\*  an  acre  dunged  for 
planting  potatoes,  and  their  expences  are  as  follow; 

Rent         -         .  ^  -  -  5  i|    o 

Digging  and  putting  in         -  -  3  IQ    o 

10  Barrels  of  feed,  at  5s.  per  barrel  -  2  10    .0 

Planting  and  fpreading  the  dung  -  o  10    o 

Digging  and  gathering  -  -  3100 


1*^5  15    o 


*rHE  cutting  the  fets,  and  weeding  done  in  broken 
daysi^ixty  barrels  at  5s. — 15I.  Confequently,the prime 
coft.to  them  is  5s.  a  barrel,  or  xs.  3d.  a  bulhej^ 
Engiifli,  which  is  an  evident  proof  that  this  is  the 
worft  mode  of  planting  in  the  world.  They  have 
not  done  taking  them  up  till  chriftmas*  Lime- 
fton^  gravel  is  the  general  manure  of  the  country  1 
it  is  found  at  two  feet  depth,  and  the  worfe  the 
ground  is  the  better  the^  gravel  does  upon  it*    They 
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life  it  only  for  ploughed  lapd.     A  good  drefling  of  it 
^ofts  50s.  an  acre,  and  it  lafts  feven  years.     But  few 
cattle  or  fheep  kept,  for  pillage  l^as  increafed  within 
twenty  years  very  much,  owing  to  the  culture  of  po- 
tatoes, not  to  the  bounty  on  the  inland  carriage  of 
corn.     They  plough  entirely  with  horfes,  ufe  four  in 
a  plough,  and  do  three-fourths  of  an  acre  a  day.     In 
laying  their  wheat  and  here  lands,    they  are   very 
attentive  to  do  it  well ;  if  the  foil  is  dry  on  broad 
lands,   if  wet,  on  narrow ;   and  after  it  is  fpwn  and 
harrowed,  they  go  once  with  the  plough  in  every  furrow, 
and  {hovel  out  all  the  loofe  moulds  3  a  pra£lice  which 
cannot  be  praifed  too  much.  They  ire,  upon  the  whole, 
in  much  better  circumftances  than  formerly,  have  fewer 
holidays,  and  more  induftry,     Tythes  are  compound-* 
cd.     R/feadow  3s.     Wheat  5s.     Bere  5s.     Oats  3s. 
Leafes  are  from  21  to  31  years.     Rent  of  a  cabbin 
and  ftoiall  garden  40s.     Building  ope  5I.     A  farm- 
houfe  and  oftccs  for  50  acres,  40I.     I  remarked,  all 
the  way  I  came,  great  quantities  of  poultry  in  the 
cabbins  and  farms. 

Mr.  Jones,  in  an  attentive  praAice  of  agriculture, 
has  tried  fome  experiments  of  confequence.  Pota- 
toes he  has  cultivated  for  cattle :  aad  had,  at  one  time« 
twelve  ftore  bullocks  keeping  upon  theni — they  liked 
th^an  much,  and  eat  three  barrels  a  day.  They 
-weighed  5  cwt.  each ;  and  had  they  been  kept  long 
enough  on  the  potatoes,  would  have  been  fattened. 
£ach  bullock,  eating  one  bufhel  of  potatoes  in  a 
day,  and  fuppofing  him  to  be  four  months  in  fat- 
tening, he  would  eat  120  bufhels  ;  a  good  Englifh 
acre  fhould  produce,  at  leaft,  480  bufhels  of  the 
clutter  potatoe,  and  would  confequently  fatten  four 
i^ullocks*     I'ihouid  think  this  might  aihfwer.     For 
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bis  horfes,  he  boils  the  potatoes,  gives  them,  mixed. 
with  bran,  and  finds  that  they  do  very  well  on  them 
without  oats.  Mr.  Armftrong  of  King's-county, 
had  80  fheep  in  the  fnow  laft  winter,  which  got  to  his 
potatoes,  and  eat  freely,  upon  which  he  picked  40 
of  tl>e  fheep  and  put  them  to  that  food  regularly  ; 
they  fattened  very  quick,  much  fooner  than  40 
others  at  hay,  and  yielded  him  a  great  price  at  Smith* 
field. 

Mr.  Jones  has  improved  fome  poor  rough  land 
that  produced  nothing,  firft  by  hollow  draining  tho- 
roughly, and  then  manuring  with  limeftone  gravel, 
which  brought  up  a  great  crop  of  white  and  red 
clover,  and  trefoile.  He  alfo  fpreads  this  manure  on 
lays  he  intends  breaking  up ;  and  obferves  that  the 
ufe  of  it  is  very  great,  for,  when  dug  out  of  ditches, 
you  gain  at  once  manure,  drains  and  fences.  He 
has  fecn  fome  of  it  dropt  on  a  bog  in  carting,  and 
whereever  it  falls,  is  fure  to  bring  up  the  white 
clover. 

From  hence  took  the  road  to  Summerhillj  the  feat 
of  the  Right  Hon,  H.  L.  Rowley;  the  country  chear-< 
ful  and  rich  ;  and  if  the  Irifh  cabbins  continue  like 
what  I  have  hitherto  feen,  I  fhall  not  hefitate  to  pro-* 
nounce  their  inhabitants  as  well  ofF  as  moft  Engliib 
cottagers.  They  are  built  of  mud  walls  18  inches  or 
two  feet  thick,  and  well  thatched,  which  are  far 
warmer,  than  the  thin  clay  walls  in  England.  Here 
are  few  cottars  without  a  cow,  and  fome  of  them  two* 
A  bellyful  invariably  of  potatoes,  and  generally  turf 
for  fuel  from  a  bog.  It  is  true,  they  have  not  always 
chimnics  to  their  cabbins,  the  door  ferving  for  that  and 
window  too :  if  their  eyes  are  not  zStStcd  with  the 
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fmcke,  it  may  be  an  advantage  in  warmth*  Every 
cottage  fwarms  with  poultry,  and  moft  of  them  have 
pig$.  It  is  to  the  polite  attention  of  Mr.  Rowley,  I 
owe  the  following  information.  About  Summerhill 
the  foil  is  moftly  ftrong  ftoney  land  on  clay,  but  natu- 
rally fertile.  He  lets  it  at  about  20s.  an  acre,  which 
is  the  average  rent  of  the  whole  county  of  Meath,  ta 
the  occupier;  but  if  the  tenures  of  mi(ldle  men  are 
included,  it  is  pot  above  14s.  This  intermediate  te- 
nant, between  landlord  and  occupier,  is  very  common 
here.  The  farmers  are  very  much  improved  in  their 
circumftances,  fince  about  the  year  1752.  At  a  rack- 
rent,  the  land  fells  at  21  years  purchafe;  but  accord- 
ing to  circumftances,  to  26  and  27.  Whenever  .a 
number  of  years  purchafe  of  land  is  mentioned  in  Ire- 
land, it  implies  a  neat  rent,  without  any  dedu£tion$ 
whatever,  A  courfe  of  crops  very  common  here  is 
from  the  lay. 

X.  Wheat,  the  crop  6  barrels.  2.  Wheat.  3. 
Oats,  the  crop  jo  barrels.  4.  Oats.  5,  Clover. 
^.  Clover- 

Potatoes  are  much  planted,  the  beft  land  yields  100 
to  120  barrels  per  acre,  but  a  middling  produce  80,  at 
32  ftone  the  barrel.  The  poor  pay  61.  or  61.  6s.  an 
acre  rent  for  grafs  land  to  plant,  and  3!.  or  4I.  for  a 
fecond  crop.  They  are  every  where  ufed  for  feeding 
hogs  and  poultry.  Mr.  Rowley  has  fattened  worked 
oxen  of  five  years  old  in  eight  weeks  on  them  par- 
boiled, with  hay  befides.  Much  marie  is  ufed  here 
on  the  lighter  lands,  but  for  the  heavy  foils  limeftone 
gravel  is  preferred.  In  hiring  farms  the  lower  te- 
nants will  take  them  of  50  acres,  if  they  have  a  few 
cows  and  horfes,  without  a  (hilling  in  their  pockets. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Rowley  keeps  a  very  confidcrable  domain  in  hii 
hands  3  adjoipjng  to  It  is  ^  black  turf  bog  of  admira- 
ble ufe  for  firing.  I  viewed  it  attentively,  and  am 
clear,  that  all  fuc&  bogs  as  this,  with  a  fall  from  theni 
/or  draining,  might  very  eafily  be  improved  into  ex- 
cellent meadow.     The  furface  is  covered  with  heath 

*  *    '      ^  ■■       •  ", 

about  a  foot  high,  and  under  that  eight  or  nine  feet 
deep  of  pufFy  fluff,  which  when  burnt  yields  qo  afhes ; 
then  the  bog  turf  ten  fept  deep  cuts  like  butter,  and 
under  that  a  niarly  lime-ftone  gravel.  They  hav^ 
found  at  fourteen  feet  depth,  evident  marks  of  the 
plough  in  the  foil  at  bottom,  alfo  remains  of  cabbins, 
cribs  for  cattle^  moofes  horns,  oaks,  yews,  and  fir, 
being  good  red  deal.  In  working  for  fuel,  they 
dig  out   the  black   bog  and  throw  the  upper  ftra- 

*  tuni  in  its  place,  through  which  open  drains  being 
kept,  the  turfs,  as  they  are  dug,  are  fpread  op  it  for 
drying.  In  many  fpots  I  remarked  the  vernal  grafs 
(anthoxanthum  odoratum)^  the  holcus  (lanatus)y  narrow 
leaved  plantain  (plantago  lanceolata)^  docks  {rumex)y 
white  and  red  cloVer  5  and  on  the  banks  of  the  mafter 
drains  a  full  crop  of  fern  (pier is  aquilina).  Upon  cut- 
ting fmall  furface  drains  on  the  bog  the  heath  {erica) 
doubles  its  growth.  The  expence  of  cutting  drains 
in  the  bog  fix  feet  wide  at  top,  fix  deep,  and  one  wide 
at  bottom;  is  8d,  or  gd.  a  perch  of  21  feet.  The  plan- 
tations and  ornamented  grounds  at  Summerhill  are 
cxtenfiye,  and  form  a  very  finfc  environ,  fpreading 
over  the  hills,  and  having  a  noble  appearance  from 
the  high  lands  above  the  bog.  The  houfe  is  large 
and  handfome,  with  an  elegant  hall,  a  cube  of"  30 
f^et,  and  many  very  good  and  convenient  apartments. 

Went  in  the  evening  to  Lord  Mornington*s  at 
pangan,  who  is  making  many  improvementisj  which 

he 
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Ke  (hewed  me ;  his  plantations  are  extenfive,  and  he 
hs^s  formed  a  large  water,  having  five  or  fix  iflands 
much  varied,  and  promontories  of  high  land'fhoot  fo 
far  into  it  as  to  form  almofl  difbint  lakes,  the  eiFe£l 
pleafing.  There  are  above  loo  acres  under  water, 
and  his  Lordfhip  has  planned  a  confiderable  addition 
to  it.    Returned  to  SummerhilK 

June  29th,  left  it,  taking  the  road  to  Slaine,  the 
country  very  pleafant  all  the  w^y ;  much  of  it  on  the 
banks  of  the  Boyne,  variegated  with  fome  woods, 
planted  hedge-rows,  and  gentle  hills :  the  cabbins 
continue  much  the  fame,  the  fame  plenty  of  poultry, 
pigs,  and  cows*  The  cattle  in  the  road  have  their 
fore  legs  all  tied  together  with  flraw  to  keep  them 
from  breaking  into  the  fields  ;  even  fheep,  pigs,  and 
goats  are  all  in  the  fame  bondage.  I  had  the  pleafure 
0f  meeting  the  Rt.  Hon.  Mr.  Burton  at  the  cafUe,  in 
whom  I  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  find,  on  repeated  oc- 
cafions,  the  utmoft  affiduity  to  procure  me  every  fpe« 
cies  of  information,  entering  into  the  fpirit  of  my  de- 
fign  with  the  moft  liberal  idea^.  His  partner  in  Slaine 
mills,  Mr.  Jebb,  gave  me  the  following  particulars  of 
the  common  hufbandry,  which,  upon  reading  over  to 
feveral  intelligent  farmers,  they  found  very  little  oc- 
cafion  to  corre£l.  Farms  rife  from  100  to  300  acres, 
the  foil,  a  floney  l6am  upon  a  rock,  and  lets  on  an  ave- 
rage at  25s.  and  the  whole  county  throughout  the 
.&me.  Tbecourfesof  crops;  i.  Fallow  with  lime, 
1 20  barrels  an  acre,  at  yd.  befides  carriage.  2.  Wheat, 
fow  a  barrel,  and  get  6  to  7,  fometimes  11.  3.  Bar- 
ley or  oats,  if  barley,  fow  one  and  a  quarter,  and 
get  13.  4.  Oats,  fow  two  barrels,  the  crop  16.  Alfo, 
%.  fallow,  2. wheat,  3.  barley,  4. oats,  s^doverj^for 
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twoycars^  6.  barley.  Another,  i.  fallow,  2.  wheatf 
3.  fpring  CQrn,  4.  fpringcorn,  5.  fallow,  6.  wheat,  7. 
bjirley,  and  red  of  white  clover  or  trefoile  an^  toy 
feeds,r  Another,  i*  fallow,  2.  wh^^t,  3.  clover,  % 
years,  4.  barley,  5.  oats.  A  common  practice  is,  for 
the  farmers  to  hire  any  kind  of  rough  wafte  land,  ^t 
three  guineas,  or  thr^e  pounds  an  acre  for  three  crops, 
engaging  to  lime  it  if  the  lime  is  found  them ;  120 
barrels  per  acre,  which  come  to  3I.  los.'  from  9I.  9s. 
leaves  fix  for  three  years.  They  cultivate  i^  in  th$ 
common  courfe  of,  i.  fallow,  2.  wheat,  3.' barley, 
and  4.  oat3.  Turnips  not  generally  comis  in^  but 
farmer  Macguire  has  20  to  40  acres  every  year,  but 
does  not  hoe  them,  he  feeds  ibpcp  on  the  land,  and 
then  fpws  barley  and  clover.  Clover  would  be  more 
general,  was  it  not  for  the  isxpence  of  picking  the 
ftones  for  mowing,  which  cofts  los.  or  I2s.  an  acre. 
Sopietimes  mow  it  once,  ?ind  feed  afterwards ;  the 
crops  exceedingly  great.  A  few  tares  fown  for  the 
Jhorfes.  On  the  banks  of  the  Nanny  watef ,  mgny  white 
peafe  infteM  of  a  fallow,  the  crops  good,  ^nd  wheat 
iawn  after  them.  Th^y  alfo  fow  be^ns  about  Kilbrue. 
Every  farmer  has  a  litde  flax,  from  a  rood  t^  an  a^re, 
and  all  the  cottages  a  fpot  if  they  have  any  land,  they 
go  through  the  wh61e  procefs  tKemfelves,  and  fpin  and 
weave  it.  From  hen^e  to  Droghed^,  thi^re  is  a  conA- 
derable  manufa&u^e  of  cparfe  cloth,  which  i$  .escported 
to  Liverpool,  at  about  is.  a  yard.  At  Navan  there  is 
a  fabrick  of  facking  for  home  •  cpnfumption  ^  the 
weavers  earn  is*  a  day  at  thefe  works. 

Potatoes  are  a  great  article  of  culture ;  the  cot-, 
tagers  take  land  of  the  farmers,  giving  them  4I.  los.  an 
acre,  dunged.     All  in  the  trenching  way,  the  ridge  fix 
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fe0t,  the  furrow- two  and  a  half;  always  weed  ;  the 
beft  feafon  for  planting  the  middle  of  april.  The 
crop  64  barrels  on  an  average,  and  the  price  3s.  6d. 
a  barrel.  They  have  got  much  into  the  apple  potatoe* 

Jlent,                -                -  -  4  II     o 

Spreading  dung,                -  -  020 

Seven  barrel^  of  feed  3s.  6d«  -  146 

Cutting  and  laying,          -  7  066 

Trenching  and  earthing  up,  -  400 
Tpking  up  picking  three  halfpence  a  bar- 1 

rcl,  64            -             -  -  J 
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From  whence  tit  appears,  that  the  prime  coft  of  the 
potatoes  is  4s/  a  barrel.  Wheat  is  fown  after  themy 
fometimes  barley  j  the  barley  good,  but  the  wheat 
generally  a  bad  crop  and  bad  grain.  If  this  fa£t  is 
accurately  ftated,  I  can  only  account  for  it  by  fuppof- 
ing  the  foil  fo  light  as  to  want  adhefion  to  be  given  to 
it,  whereas  potatoes  z&  in  a  contrary  manner :  for  fat 
hogs  they  boil  them,  and  at  laft  mix  fome  bran  or  oats ; 
^  hog  of  2cwt.  will  fatten  in  two  months  on  fix  bar- 
rels and  one  barrel  of  oats.  Much  poultry  is  alfo 
rearjsd  and  fed  in  all  the  cabbins  by  means  of  po«- 
tatoes. 

Waste  lands  have  been  brought  in  and  cultivated 

at  Grange  Geath,  the  foil  ftoney  and  overrun  with 

heath  (erica  vulgaris)  and  whins,  (uUx  europneus)  let 

before  the  improvement  at  4s.  but  lets  now  at  20s. 

They 
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They  ploughed  up  the  furfece  zni  fponfaneioas 
growth,*  ftimmer  fallowed  and  limed  at  15a  barrels  an 
9CT€y  fowed  wheat,  and  purfaed  the  cqurfc  abovemen- 
tioned,  the  crops  of  oats  exceedingly  gieat,  26*  barrels' 
an  acre ;  of  this  land  there  were  2500  acres.  The 
gjreat  manure  6f  the  country  is  lime,  which  is  always 
laid  on  fallow ;  they  find  the  advantage  of  it  fo  clearly 
as  to  be  feen  in  the  cfFeft  to  an  inch  ?  but  when  land 
i$  got  much  out  of  heart,  then  the  lime  wHl  not  do ; 
xnd  they  lay  it  down  to  clover  for  feveral  years  tilf 
there  is  fomething  of  a  turf,  after  which  it  will  an- 
fwerweil.  Hollow  draining  is  generally  ufed,  even 
by  the  common  farmers,  who  have  found  by  experi- 
ence thar  their  lime  will  do  no  good  till  the  land  is 
drained.  The  fences  about  new-inclofed  pieces,  and 
fhofe  made  in  general  by  gentlemen,  are  ditches  fix 
feet  deep,  feven  feet  wide,  and  14  inches  at  Jbottom^ 
with  two  rows  of  quick  in  the  bank,  furze  fown  on 
the  top,  or  a  dead  hedge  of  brufli.  Good  graft  land 
for  meadow  lets  for  3I.  or  4I.  an  acre ;  mow  it  all  and 
get  three  tons  of  hay  an  acre  or  fifteen  Irifli  load. 
Many  dairies  of  cows,  up  to  50  and  60,  kept  here  for 
butter-  Mr.  Kelly,  near  the  obelifk,  Drogheda,  has 
200  cows  let  at  5I.  The  breed  is  half  Englifh 
and  half  Irifli,  worth  5  to  7I.  each  ;  the  farmers  let 
theirs  to  dairy-men,  who  are  common  labourers,  at 
4I.  a  piece  ;  but  if  they  won*t  give  five  or  feven  quarts 
at  a  meal  they  may  be  rejedled  ;  a  good  one  will  give 
ten  quarts  of  milk  per  meal,  the  produce  about  5I. 
confequently  there  is  20s.  a  head  profit.  As  butter- 
milk is  the  food  of  all  the  people,  the  number  of 
fv/inc  kept  is  very  fmall ,  it  is  carried  to  Drogheda, 
5knd  fold  at  fix  quarts  a  penny.     The  cows  are  fed  in 

winter 
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yiaterx>n  hay  ^lone;  all  are  kept  abroad  in  the  4lay^ 
but  houfed  at  night.  They  rear  all  the  calves,  weanr 
ijig  .them  at  fix  weeks  or  two  months  old  :  at  a  fort* 
flight  th^y  fell  alt  3  or  45. .  Some,  but  not  dairy-m^H, 
give  them  in  rearing,  Jiay  tea.  They  fatten  ,many 
cows,  having  nuich  grais ;  an  ;icre  to  a  cow.  Swine 
fatten  from  one  to  two  cwt.  Many  are  kept  upon 
potatoes  alone^  and  fattened  'intirely  upon  that 
xoot,  which  k  thought  to  be  a  very  profita- 
ble ufe;  the  potatoe  fed  pork  much  finnct  .thaft 
that  on  pollanl.  There  Is*  a  "great  demaAd  thi3 
year,  many  fhip  loads  alive  being  bought  up  for 
England  ;  andthe  price  being  good,  encour«ges  the 
treed  incredibly.  Many  fheep  are  kept,  bought  in 
every  year  in  autumn,  moftly  ewes,  but  fome  Wi- 
thers, at  12  to  15s.  Sell  the  lamb,  fat,  in  may  or 
June,  at  los.  cut  four  or  five  pounds  of  wool,  worth 
'5s.  and  fht  the  e^e  to  19  or  los.  profit  il.  is.  a 
head.  Buy  wethers  at  20  Co  ^{s.  fell  st  ^  to  421. 
"wfth  a  fleece  of  feven  pound  j  in  winter  they  have 
hay,  a'nd  fome  (heaf  oats.  No  rot  here.  Plough  all 
'With  horfes,  fix  to  a  plough,  and  do  an  acre  a  day, 
working  often  from  fix  in  the  morning  to  eight  at 
'  hight,  and  ftiring  eight  ot  nine  inches  deep.  They 
ke^p  10  or  12  horfes  to  100  acres  in  tillage,  and 
breed  them  all  themfelves  :  the  year's  cxpence  to  a 
farmer  5I.  each  horfe ;  very  feldom  give  them  any 
oats.  The  price  of  ploughing"  8s.  an  acre.  The 
whole  preparation  of  a  fallow  worth  25s.  an  acre  5 
and  for  barley  12s.  The  form  of  lands,  narrow 
ridt^s,  three  or  four  feet  wide.  They  never  break  their 
ilubbles  till  about  chriumas ;  the  plough  generdly 
uf(E^d  is^  imperfedl  fwing  one.  In  hiring  and  ftock* 
ixxg  farms,  they  will  take  ico  acres  or  more  with 

fcyot  j 
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fcarcc  any  money ;  but  then  they  muft  have  to  the 
value  of 

*  8  Horfes  at  5I.  -  «  -^  '    ^          46    o    0 

4  Cows        5U  -  -  :.-.          20    o    o 

2  Sows  los  *  -106 

6  Cars         3l»  -  -  -1800 

i  Ploughs         12s.         -  -  140 

2  Harrows  •  -  ^  i  13    o 

No  rollers  ufcd 

Harnefs  lOs**  a  horfo  «.        .3    o    6 

Sundries      -  ••  -*  -  1000 

Houfehold  furniture.  ^  ^         .500 

I  Sack  of  oat-meal  -  «  100 

Laboux  fupplied  by  letting  land  to  others 
for  potatoes  ;  no  feed^  as  he  pays  the  pre- 
ceding tenant  the  eighth  fheaf  of  the  win* 
ter  corn,  and  the  fourth  of  thefpring,  in    ^ 
lieu  of  the  feed  and  fowing 


100  17    O 


A  VERY  intelligent  labourer,  fent  for  by  Mr. 
Burton,  gave  me  the  following  account  for  40  acres, 
10  of  them  grafs. 

£.    s.    J. 
4  Horfes  -      .     -»»  -  18    4    o 

4  Cows  -  -  .  20    o    o 

10  Sheep  -  -  -  700 

I  Sow        -         •  -  •  o  15    o 

I  Plough  and  barnefs        •  ^  256 

4S    4    O 

Breugbt 
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£.    s.    J. 

Brought  over  4S    4    o 

n  Harrows  -  •   ,         "  1^9 

io  Sacks  -  -  -  100 

Winnowing  flieet  -  -  o  10    o 

Furniture  -  -  •*  10    o    o 

15  Acres  oats  feed,  tW6  barrels  and  a  half?    ,0  jq    q 

an  acre  -  -  ♦  -        3 

6  Acres  barley  one  and  a  half,  9  barrels  I2S.  5     8    O 

Laboureirs  -  -  -  20  16    o 

2  Boys  and  a  maid  fervant  -  3^3 

Provifions  8  cwt.  of  oatmeal       -  340 

-4  Barrelsmeflihat  i6d.      -  -  3    4    ^ 

Wear  and  tear  .  -  -  256 

4  Cars     -  -         ,  -  -  920 

Poultry  ■  ^  *  ••  ^^3     3 

127    8    3 


Wi^H  this  expenditure  they  fare  no  better  than 
common  labourers,  and  do  not  improve  in  their  cir- 
cumftances.  Land  fells  at  rack  rent  22  and  23 
years  purchace  -,  as  well  now  as  in  1768  ;  the  bank- 
ruptcies in  1772  did  not  affed  the  purchafe  of  Iand» 
County  cefs  8d.  to  is«  an  acre ;  tythes  for  wheat  7s. 
barley  5s.  oats  3  to  4s.  mowing  ground  3s.  6d.  no- 
thing for  land  fed,  and  no  fmall  tythes^  No  tea 
drank  among  the  cottagers.  Leafes  in  general  31 
years  €0  catholics  $  to  proteftants  three  lives  or  31 
years*  Reftt  of  cabbins  40s.  with  a  potatoe  garden ; 
if  a  cow  is  kept  40s.  more.  No  emigrations.  The 
•cathoKc  religion  general  among  the  lower  clafles. 

Labour 
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Labour. 
Ditching  6  fept  by  5,  lod.  a  perch 
4         by  5)  IS.  2d. 
6         by  7,  2s.  6d. 
Threfhlng  wheat  is.  a  barrel.     Barley  8d.     Oats  ^d^ 
No  fervants  hired.     Women  8d.  a  day  in  harveft* 
Rife  in  the  price  of  labour  in  ten  years,  from  5d< 
tmd  yd.  to  8d.  and  lod.  but  they  work  harder  ana 
better. 

Provistons"^ 
BacSn  5d.  bread  id.  {Potatoes  id.  Halfpenny  a 
ftone,  new  milk  id.  a  quart,  ducks  3d.  candles  6d^ 
halfpenny,  foap  6d.  halfpenny ;  firing,  of  the  podr, 
furz  and  coals  to  a  trifling  amount.  'The  farmers 
burn  their  ftraw^yir  which  they  defcrve  to  be  hatigidi 

Building. 
diATE  lis:  per  iooo«  Elm  2I.  los.  to  31.  a  ton. 
Tit  3I:  pry  walls  dafhed  2s«  Building  a  cabbin 
5I.  Ditto  a  farm-houfe  and  offices  for  100  acres 
50I.  Hire  of  four  cars,  one  man  and  a  boy  4$.  a 
day ;  23  miles  from  Dublin  it  takes  the  whole  week 
to  go  twice.  The  price  to  go  there  los.  a  week,  4$. 
of  it  expences  on  the  road.  The  load  fix  cwt,  each 
car.  But  Mr.  Jebb  has  fent  18  cwt.  to  Dublin  witb 
one  horfe,  and  not  an  extraordinary  one,  15  pr  16 
cwti  often. 

In  the  improvements  making  about  the  caftle,  it 
was  necelTary  to  move  a  large  hill  of  lime  ftone,  and 
as  the  readieft  way.  Colonel  Burton  is  burning  It  to 
lime.  The  kiln,  like  moft  I  have  feen  in  Ireland,  is 
a  very  good  one.  It  is  in  the  ihape  of  anegg^  19  fedt  deep, 
and  9  diameter  in  the  fwell ;  when  new  it  burnt  400  bar- 
rels in  a  week,  each  three  bufhels ;  but  as  the  lining  is 
worn,  it  is  now  from  350  to  400.    A  ton  of  culm, 

which 
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vrhich  e6fts  ^t  Droghedst  13s.  ahd  2S.  freight  from 
thenCe,  burns  50  barrels  of  limet  Quarrying  and 
biirhing  the  flone  is  three-halfpeAce  a  barrel,  ex^ 
pences  in  all  5^d.  and  it  fells  at  tht  kiln  for  yd* 
The  ftone  is  laid  in  in  layers  eight  of  nine  inches 
thick,  and  is  always  kept  fupplying  at  top  and 
emptying  at  bottom^  The  kiln  coft  35l«  building, 
and  it  employs  three  hands* 

Lord  Conyngham's  fe^t,  Slaine  Caftle^  oh  the 
Boyne,  is  one  of  the  moft  beautiful  places  I  have 
feen  ;  the  grounds  ate  very  bold  and  various,  rifing 
around  the  caftle'  in  noble  hills,  or  beautiful  inequa-^ 
lities  of  furface,  With  an  outline  of  flourifliing  plan-^ 
tations.  Under  the  Caftle  flows  the  Boyne,  in  a 
reach  broken  by  iflands^  with  a  very  fine  (hore  of 
rock  on  one  fide,  and  wood  on  the  other.  Through 
the  lower  plantations  are  ridings,  which  look  upon 
feveral  pleafmg  fcenes,  formed  by  the  rivet,  and  take 
in  the  diftant  country,  exhibiting  noble  views  of 
Waving  cultivated  hills,  with  the  caftle  finely  fitu* 
ated  in  the  nUidft  of  the  planted  domain,  through 
which  the  Boyne  winds  its  beautiful  courfe<  Under 
Mr.  Limber's  houfe,  on  the  ftme  Viver^  is  a  moft 
romantic  fpot ;  rocks  on  orie  fide,  rifing  in  perpendi- 
cular forms  very  boldly  j  the  other  fteep  wood,  the 
river  bending  fliort  between  them  like  a  land-locked 
bafon.  Lord  Conyngham's  keeping  up  Slaine  Caftle, 
and  fpending  great  fums,  though  he  rarely  refides 
there,  is  an  inftance  of  magnificence  not  often 
met  with  ;  while  it  is  fo  common  for  abfentces  to 
drain  the  kingdom  of  every  fhilling  they  can  j  fo  con- 
trary a  conduft  ought  to  be  held  in  the  cftimation 
which  it  juftly  deferves. 

Vol.  I.  D  JuNi 
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.    JvNB  30th,  rode  out  to. view  the  country  and  foxntf 

improvements  in  the  neigbbqurbood  :  the  principal 

of  which  are  thofe  of  lord  chief  baron  Fof^er,  wbicli 

I  faw  from  Glafton  HiUi  in  the  road  from  Slaine  %q 

Pun^alk.  .  Adjoining  to  it  is  an  e.\ten£ve  iaiprove- 

fnent  of  Mr.  Fortefcue's  ;  ten  years  ago  the  land  was 

}et  ^t  3^.  6d.  now  it  is  a  guinea,  which  great  wori^ 

was  done  by  the  tenants^  and  lime  and  fallow  thQ 

means   purfued.      Thefe    and   other   improvements, 

with  the  general  increafe  of  profperity,  has  had  ftxch 

an  effeA  in  employing  the  people,  that  Colonel  Bur* 

ton  alTured  me,  20  years  ago,  if  he  gave  notice  at 

the  mafs  houfes  that  be  wanted  labourers^   in  twQ 

days  he  could  have  2  or  300  -,  now  it  is  not  fo  eafy 

to  get  20,  from  the  quantity  of  regular  employaveuit 

being  fo  much  increafed*     I  obforved  weavers  loom^ 

in  moft  of  the  cabbins  :  went  into  one»  ajid  the  mat) 

informed  me  that  he  coukl  weave  a  web  65  or  6^  y&r4» 

long,  and  26  inches  wide,  at  8d.  a  yard  priioe,  in  21 

week.     34  to  36  lb.  of  yarn  makes  it,  which  cofts 

I5d«   per  lb.  he   and  his.  journeym^   could,   earn 

7  or  Ss.  a  week    by  it.      He  paid  4I.  4;s  for  the 

grazing  of  ;i  cow,  a  rood  of  potatoe  gaJidet)  sn^d,  thi^ 

cabbin.    /^They  were  burning  ftrjiw,.  which  I  fo^gM 

to  remark  I  have  found  very  common,  whef  e.  there  is 

no  turf :  a  raoft  pernicious  cuftom,  it  is  in  f^Q:  >vh.at  t 

)lave  often '  heard  literally  reported,  t^hat  they  Ihi/h 

their  dunghills  in  Ireland.     Failed  thr(^ug}i  f^^r^ 

liarms-  much   improved,   and  found  great    ^tteritdoA 

given  to  fences^  the  ditches,  very  large,  aad  th;e  banks 

well  planted^     Lord   Boyne's  eftate   appears   $0   bQ 

very  rich^  and  the  tenants  beyond  the  common  run- 

The  country,  is  wejl  wQoded,  and  has  an   ^pear- 

ance  of  fome  of  the  beft  parts  of  England.     Walke<J 

^to'Mr.  Maurice's  fields;  he  is  a  confiderable  far- 

nier. 
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4Aesf)  ))i]ys  his ^tenmg^dsws  in  may  (toini^,  tcf^A.  6s« 

feHs  fatv  froiot  so^uft  10*  tArfftimsv  ^^6  ^^-^  ptofif  t 

he  has  hiid  der^n  a  meachoMr  t6  grafs  with  fiy  mtidi 

cire,.tha!l!  the  ei^peitce  was  lot.  an  acre.     In  one  of 

hlsfiehte  be  fowed  red  clover,  With  the  thi/d  crop  of 

60m  it  (ailei^  but  an  am^fting  Iheet  of  whitid  closrit 

came,'  wMch  I  faw^,  and  w^,  indeed,  forprifbd  at 

jEiich  a  proof  of  the  excellency  of  the  fbil,  even  under 

iiich  exc^edrng  bad  management ;  biit  nrst  a  hUmln 

beingf  that  I  hai^e  met  with  has  any  notion  of  fowing 

dorer  with  the  firft  oropi 

_ ,  »  •  .-  •  , 

KETUftNiNG  to  Slaine^  dined  with  Mr.  Jebb,  and 

vieV^ed  the  mill,  which  is  a  veryJarge  edifice,  ex- 
cellently  built ;   it  was  begun  in  1763,  and  finifhed 
in  1766.     The  water  /rom-  the  Boyne  is  condudkd 
to  it  by  a  wear  of  650.  feet  long,  24  feet  bafey  and  S 
leet    high,   of    folid   mafonry  5    the  water  let  into 
it   by    very    complete  .  flood   gates.     The    Canal   is 
Soo  feet  long,  atl  faced  with  ftone,  and  64  feet  wide  3 
on  one  fide  is  a  wharf  completely  formed  and  walled 
againft*  Ate  river,-  whereon  are  offices  of  feveral  kinds, 
and  a  dry  dock  for  building  lighters*     The  mill  i« 
1 3^  feet  longj  the  breadth  54,  and  the  height  to  the 
cornice  42,  being  a  very  large  and  handfome  edifice^ 
fuch  as  no  mill  I  have  feen  in  England  caii  be  com- 
pared with.     The   com,   upon   being  unloaded,   i$ 
liblft^i   through  doors  in   the   floors    to  the    upper 
fiory  of  the  buildiiig^.  By  a  very  fimple  contrivance, 
teing  worked  by  the  water-wheel',   ahd'  difcharged 
into  fpacious  granaries   whicli   hold   5000   barrtls\« 
From    thence  it*  is  conveyed,  during  feveii  mbiftlis 
in*  the  year,  to'the'lcilh  for  drying,  the  millconVain- 
iiig  twoi    which  Will  dry   So  barifels  in  24'  hour's^ 
TroTXX'  the  kiln  it'  is'  hoifted  again  to  the  upper  (tor j^, 

from  thence  to  a  fanning  machine  for  re-dreffing  to 

get 
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get  out  dift,  foil,  &c.     And  from  thence,  by,  a  {mM 

lifting  machine,  into  the  hoppers,  to  be  ground,  and 

is  again  hoifted  into  the  bolting  mills,  to  be  drefled 

into  flour  of  diiFerent  forts,  pollard  and  bran.     In 

all  which  progrefs,  the  machinery  is  contrived  to  do 

the  bufinefs  with   the  leaft  labour  poffible :   it  wiH 

grind  with  great  eafe  ^120  barrels,  of  20  ftone  each, 

every  day.      Beginning  in   1763,   for  a  few  years, 

about  13,000  barrels  per  ann.  were  ground,  of  late 

years,  up  to  17,000  barrels.   It  may  be  obferved,  that 

this  mill  is  very  different  from  the  Engliih  ones,  they 

not  being  under  the  neceffity  of  kiln  drying  or  dref- 

fing.     The  expence   per  barrel,   of  the   drying  in 

coals  and  labour  is  3d.  and  the  wafte  is  i-20th  in  the 

weight :  but  the   contrivance  reduces  the   expence 

of  drefling  to  a  trifle.     The  whole  charge  of  manu- 

fafturing  the  wheat  into  Hour  in  mere  labour,  is  gd. 

a  barrel,  and  the  3d.  drying  makes  is.     The  barrel 

weighs  20  ftone,  14  lb.  to  the  ftone,  of  which 

Flour         14  ft.  81b. 
Bran      7      o 
Pollard! +*^- 
Dirt,  wafte,  grinding  and  dreflling     -     -     i  ft.   6  lb. 


On  average  of  the  year         -        -  20  ft. 


The  wafte,  in  re-drefling  the  corn  (which  is  what  the 
farmers  ought  to  do)  is  about  3  lb.  a  barrel.  The 
pollard  Mr..  Jebb  tried,  for  fix  years,  in  giving  to 
pigs.  Bought  in  Jtores  in  feptember,  at  7s.  to  20s. 
each,  and  put  them  to  pollard  given  wet,  about  the 
thicknefs  of  gruel ;  it  could  have  been  fold  for  2s.  a 
barrel  of  6  ftone,  and  in  feeding,  it  did  not  produce 
more  than  lod.  a  barrel  5  pork  from  i8s.  to  20s.  per 

cwt. 
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c¥r%.     Tbiiiks  it  would  not  inore  than  pay  the  2s«  a . 
harfieliif  ppjrk.  wasi  40s,  per  cwt.     Tried  alfo  .breed- 
iag9  b9Mgbt  Berkfliire  fow$  fed  upon  the  poUanl,  but 
it  did  nqt  aniWef  better  than  the  other  method.     The 
pork  (pi  .upptn  it  was  foft^  and  not  near,  fo  good  as 
pot^toefed.    Mr.  Jebb  thinks,  bowever,  that  if  he 
had  l^d  plenty  of  ftraw  for  litter,   as  the  ftone-yard 
foundered  them,  and   clover  for  the  fummer  food, 
that;  it  would  have  paid  the  2s.  a  barrel,  but  not  more,' 
the  dung  being  then  the,  profit.     The  fows  did  ex* 
ceedingly  well^   and  the  pigs  alfo  in  rearing.    .  The 
corn,  is 'brought  to  the  mill  from  all  the  country  round^ 
to  the  diftance  of  lo  miles.     The  farmers  fend  it  in, 
and  leave  the  price  to  be  fixed.     The  raifing  the  mill^ 
and  offices,  complete,  coft  20,oool.  has  eftabliihed,* 
in  a  fine  corn  country,  a  conftant  iharket^   and  has* 
preferved  the  tillage  of  the  neighbourhpod,  which, 
would  have  declined  from  the  premium  on^diftant 
carriage.     The  flour  is  fent  to  Dublin,  and  the  ma-, 
nufafturing  country  to  the  north  about  Newry,  &c.. 
It  employ3  conftantly  from   10  to  12   hands  ;   the 
common  ones  at  6s.  6d.  a  week.     They  fow  much 
earlier,  and  the  corn  is  drier  of  late  years  than  ^.t 
firft.    — 

•   -  *  " 

The  parifh  of  Monknewton,  in  the  county  of 
Meath,  lying  between  Drogheda  and  Slaine,  nearly 
midway,  formerly  belonging  to  the  rich  abbey  of  Me- 
lifont  (whofe  beautiful  gothic  ruins  are  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood), confifts  of  very  fine  corn  land,  and  moftly 
belongs  to  John  Baker  Holroyd,  Efq;  of  Bheffield- 
place,  in  the  county  of  SufTex :  a  gentleman,  who 
having  favoured  me  before  with  excellent  intelligence 
in  that  country,  took  pleafure  in  repeating  it  on  bcca- 
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{v>VLofwfi^tmr.  /Iro^rardb  lilitftix:k^btld|^,  4te' 
foil  is  .'a  light  rich  loftm,  lM|t4dM(  M)rch^mt«rn-'4»ii' 
ftrohg'fsitrle  clsy,    Tbe^^lfdie  eftate  baff  i^^  4^^ 
out  to  airobrdiree  cofrikle^able  people  f^^>6I -y^ar^, ^ 
and  the;  underlet  it  m  tfee  ufual  Ay4e  of  t)i£l'c^Hlbtry. ' 
Tkelejifefc  ©xpirdd  ft  iT^aV  ^«*«ft*  Mn  H.-rMlted^the' 
dEtatti  and  found  k  as  i4i  udA  as'  it  poffibly  iroUltf '  ik,  ^ 
HoEwever;  ■^eatrcnWwei'fe'Gflffcred,-  Hedickned  the 
propolaU  of  feveral  confiderabk  men,  tb  tsLke  the 
whole  to  U!id0rlet  at  racfc  .rents  as  b?fore,  knowing 
that  the  fame  w^retched  hnfl>ahdrjr' and  poverty  muft 
continue  if  he  did,  although  it' would  fccure  his  rents 
moA  effeAually,     He  was  vefy  wdl  fatisficd  wfth  the 
rents  offered  by  perfons  whpf  ^uld  refide  on  the  ef-r 
tetc  (dividing  with  them  the' profits  of  the  noddle* 
man)  and  voluntarily  engaged  to  p^y  for  the  ipafo(iry 
«id  principal  timber  of  farm  houfes,  barns,  /l^y es. 
&c.     Ffe  made  large  ditches,   planting  them  with 
quick,  round  each  farm.     He  allowed  half  the  ex- 
pence  of  inner  fences.     He   provided  an   e>^ellent 
fime-ftone   cju^rfy   in   tlie   ijelghbourhopd,'    befides 
lime-kili)s  on  different  farms.     He   built   about  the 
centre  of  the  eftate  a  very  large  double  kiln,   caicu-. 
lated  to  burn  lOpp  barrels  pef  week.     He  allows  30s. 
for  every  acre  pn  which  lop  bari^ls  pf  u||fl^9|cQ4  Iwe     • 
fliall  be  laid,  within  a  certain  jiumbe^-  of  years,  and  pf| 
condition  tl>at  the  land  hath  a  winter  an4  fyjmw^X     • 
fallow  at  the  fame  time.     In  fopie  infl:anc^§  l\e  allows   • 
^os.  per  acre,  which  is  nearly  the  whole  e^pence  pf 
liming  ;  ^nd  in  fome  inftanf^es,  when  looj,  j?  l^id  6u^ 
oil  an  boufe,  he  allows  59  or  60I.  but  as  y^t  jf\o  great 
advantage  js  taken  of  his  encourjigement  tQ  b.viild* 
He  endeayoured   to  prevent  the    fcattered   ftyl^.  of 
^ijilding  i  to  have  the  barns,  ilables,  Set.  built  round 
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*a  farm^arf,  -aMthattKe-hmireftbirid  have  afteiy  tfr 
floor  sibove.     Some  obje£ked,   that  a  flooi*  ratteil  ah 
4ibufe  too  hi^h,  and  cxpofcd  it  too  'much  :  th^  eftatc  i& 
rather  lowHis  to  fituation,  "atid  <heltered  fey  hiHs  oft 
«vfery  fide,  *but  I  tinddrihrnd  ^mc  cohfiderable^bures 
are  to  be  buTh  next  year.  The  comittqn  fiarmcrs,  how- 
evel-,*'pteftr  Yivittg  on  the  ground,  fiirrdunS^  by  i4i(i4 
WaSls,  hav^nb  idea  of  the  cfearfulnefs  cf  large  ^mi- 
tfoWs,  but  let  in'bardy  H^ht  etiough  ttt  do  thfeir  btrfi^ 
nefs  through  apertures  not  much  better  than  .loop*- 
h«les  •  hdther  has  thfe  eiicouragemenf  to  Krfie  beeh 
taken  advantage  of  in  the  degree  it  might  be  ex<- 
pefted:*  Mr.  H.  is  an  hearty  WelUwiflieftty  Ireland', 
^2ihA  ready  to  embrace  any  fcheme  of  improvement 
for  ItsJ  sidyantage.     He  wifhed  to  make  fotne  return 
to  the  country  for  fpending  the  incicmie  of  the  fef- 
tate  out  tjf  it.  ■  Hfe  was  ready  to  allow  aimoft  th;! 
whcde  of  tjvery  expence  that  could  be  laid  out  oa 
the  laildsf,  knowing  the  poverty  of  the  common  Irifll 
refidrng  tenantry,  syid  their  charafters  to  b^  fuch,, 
that  thfey  could  not  improve  them  as  thfey^lkduld  be* 
yet  I  undferftand  they  are  not  much  better  fatisfied 
than  other  tenants  :  and  the  rent  feems  high.     Thd 
farms  A?<retef  tnoftly  let  at  a  time  when  the  fpirlt  of  tak- 
ing laiid  Was  greater  than  at  j)refent,  but  it  is  far  ffom 
an  high  rent  for  land  fo  circumflranced  and  fituated, 
built- and  improved  at  the  fex'pence  of  the  landlord; 
There  xs  mudi  in  the  neighbourhood,  efpecially  to-* 
wards  Dr^gneda,  let  at  two  guineas,  and  three  pounds 
and  upV^ards,  per  acre.     He  is  a  great  fricfid  to  ^gri* 
culture,  has  confidcred  the  fubjeft  much,  and  was 
very  anxrotts  to  introduce  fomething  like  the  beft 
JEnglifh  hufbandry  oithis  Irifh  eftate,  but  that  is  ftU! 
^t  a  great  diftance.  He  endeavoured  to  break  through 
the  b^rb^rous  cuftom  of  having  the  wfidl^  farm  laid 
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wafie  at  the  end  of  a  leafe,  and  every  inch  ploughed 
.up»  but  could  not  carjry  his  point  farther^  than  by 
giving  great  prefent  advantages  to  the  tenai>ts,  to  in- 
duce them  to  agree,  that  the  third  part  of  the  farms 
ihould  not  be  ploughed  the  laft  four  or  five  years  of 
the  leafe.  The  foil  is  fo  good,  that  if  ufed  ever  fo  ill 
in  that  time,  it  will  recover,  and  there,  wilj  be  a  very 
good  fward.  According  to  the  common  method  of 
leafing  lands  in  many  parts  of  Ireland,  the  country  is 
nearly  wafte  and  unprofitable,  to  the  great  prejudice 
ef  the  public,  during  fcven  or  eight  years  in  every  31 
years,  the  ufual  leafe.  For  the  tenant,  not  reftrained 
by  proper  claufes,  nor  obliged  to  any  particular  ma^ 
nagement,  or  to  manure,  ploughs  up  every  thing,  and 
for  fome  time  before  the  expiration  of  his  term^  pur- 
fues  the  moft  ruinous  fyftem  for  the  land,  difpofed 
even  to  loib  fome  advantage  himfelf,  rather  than  his 
fucceflbr  (hould  have  any  benefit  j  confequently,  the 
three  or  four  laft  years  the  crops  hardly  pay  expences, 
and  three  or  four  years  more  are  loft  before  it  can 
be  brought  into  any  condition*  Good  and  ftraight 
roads  are  made  through  and  acrofs  the  eftate,  and 
bridges  built  where  neceflary.  Such  a  difpofition  in 
the  landlord  to  improve,  muft  do  much  for  the  coun- 
try, I^otwitbftanding  the  attention  that  has  been 
paid  to  the  eftate,  the  young  white  thorn  hedges,  (pf 
which  a  great  quantity  had  been  planted^  and  which 
grew  moft  luxuriantly)  ferve  as  fpring  food  for  iheep 
?in(l  other  cattle,  The  eftate  is  now  divided  intofarms, 
from  7p  to  150  acres,  and  let  in  general  for  31  years, 
;^t  40S,  and  ^5s,  per  acre,  fpme  part  at  3C)s,  apd  a  ftnaU 
part  at  ^6s,  The  lands  are  tythe-free,  and  there  are 
|io  ttixps  of  any  kind  paid  by  the  tenants,  except 
afleflments  for  making  and  repairing  the  roads^  of 
the  Wony,  whi^h  fprne  ye^s  hayp  ^mounted  tq 
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lod.  pcur  9cre,  and  is  I^d  on  by  the  grand  juxy 
at  the  affizcs. 

July  ift,  left  Slaine,  taking  the  road  towards  Kells« 

Called  at  Gibbftown,  where  Mr,  Gerard  has  one  of 

the  moft  confiderable  farm$  iJsi.tU9^  country.     He  very 

kindly  (hewed  me  it,  and  explained  the  management. 

His.bullock3  he  buys  in  odiober  at  lol.  each,  and  fells 

them  in  fumm?r.|w.ith.4l.  profit :  the  cows  in  may  at 

5I.  I  OS.  and  fells  them  before  winter  from  30  to  40s« 

profit.     He  mows  lOO  acres  of  hay  for  the  fheep  and 

bullocks,  and  keeps  good  ^afteri-grafs  befides.     The 

bullocks  in  -winter  have  nothing  but  hay  and  grafs, 

and  are  always  In  the  fields,  there  being  no  fuch  thing 

in  this  country  as.  foddering  yards  for  winter  feeding. 

Two  bullocks  require  three  acres.     The  fields  being 

generally  large,  ^  proportion  of  ftock  is  thrown-  to 

each,  which  arc  left  to  fat  j  but  if  any  do  not  feem  to 

thrive  well,  they  are  drawn  from  them  and.  put  into 

better  food.     The  flieep  Mr.  Gerard  buys  in  04^ober, 

three   years  pld  wethers,  at  25s.  he  begins  to  fell  in 

april,  an4  by  auguft  they  are  generally  gone  at  about 

35s.    on  an  average.     Fatting,  in  this  manner,  he 

thinks    more  advantageous   than  ewes  and   lambs. 

'  ''  .  -  > 

The    winter  fheep  have  hay  in  bad  weather.     The 

beft  cattle  come  from  Galway,  Mayo?  and  Rofcommen. 

Mr.  Gerard  thinks  the  crofs  of  the  Englifh  breed  in 

[}  Ireland  has  done  good,  except  in  the  hides,  which  are 

much  thinner  from  them.     A  good  hide  is  worth. 

7  or  4U  but  in  common  from  30  to  40s.     The  foil  of 

this  neighbourhood  is,  moft  of  it,  a  dry  ftoney  loam^ 

which  wants  no  draining  j  and  whenever  red  clover  i& 

(own  and  left,  the  white  comes  in  perfeS  iheets,  but 

the  bottoms  are  ftrong  land,  wet  and  bad.     All  the. 

dry  lands  would  4o  perfeftly  well  for  turnips ;  Mr. 

Gerard 


©ttiard  *rifcd  Aeitii  ^*wl  "got  ffiic  tf6p$;  Imt  'flfe  poor 
floie  them  in  car  loads,  which  made  him  leaver  olTthe 
praftice.  Under  the  boggy  bottoms  there  is  a  very 
fine  white  marie,  of  a  fort  ITiave  not  feeh  in  fenglafid  t 
it  is  under  four  feet  of  black  t)og,  *  and  lies  in  a  ftra- 
tum,  14  feet  thick,' oh  Mue  gravel  -if  is  alwkys  found 
under  the  black,  not  the  rfed  bog ;'  it  cuts  v^ith,  turf 
rpades,  quife  like  Whhre*  butted,  but  ffi  iefie  air  falls 
into  a  fandy  powder  to  appeafatice :  It  is  uncbmnioiiiy 
light  ih  the  hanrf,  an4  has  a  v^ry  great  efr^^vefcericc 
with  acids,  ^  I  tried.  }Ar.  G.  l>as  marled  jod 
acres,  ?ind  found  the  benefit  immenfe.  Lays  2  or  ^joq 
barrels,  an  acre,  and  always  .on  tillage*  He,)ias  ii\ade 
miiny  covered  drains  witli  ftones,  the  effeft  of  which  Is 
great  j  a^d  he  hAs  Kis  fields  fenced  in  the  moftperfe^ 
mariner  by  deep  ditches,  high  banks,  and  well.planted 
hedges.  One  third  of  thq  county  of  Meath,  he  thinks'i 
IS  let  to  fub-tenants ;  a  farm  of  i  ioo  acres  near  him 
IS  f9,  and  does  npt  produce  a  tythe  of  what*  it  oiight  tQ 
do.  .  For  ftocking, &c.  a  grazing  farm, of  1000  acres, 
31609I.  does ;  3000I.  would  do  it  well.*  iJorn-Ocres  arc 
common  here,  which  is  to  let  the  land  for  3I.  l^s.^td 
4I.  an  acre  to  the  podr  for  three  or  four  crops  5  .who 
generally  fow  oa^s,  but*  Tometimeswhe^t. 

RkaCHEP  Lord  BeShre'S  in  the  evening,  through 
a' very  fine  country,  particularly  that  part  of  it,  frotit 
which  is  a  profpeft  of  his  extenfiv^  Woods.  N(J 
pcrlbn  could  with  morfe  r^adintfs  give  l|ie**evfery  fort 
df  information  than  his  Ibrdflilp.  The  imprOVtemeht% 
it  Headfort  muft  be  aftonifting  to  thbfe  wh<i  knew 
the  place  ij  years  ago  ;  for  then  there  were  neither 
fiuilding,  walling,  nor  plantations ;  It  pftftht  alm6$ 
every  thing  is  created  neceflary  to  form  a  confiderable 
refidence,    The  houfe  and  offices  are  new  tuilr j  it  U 

^  largo 


1     A. 


H  E  AD'FO'R  T.  4!,* 

a*  liEtrgr'^ltSfS^ne  ciMce.  -  i%cr^K)dy  of  tlic;  licmfe 
X4.5  feet  lon^ 'Kttd '  tjm  ^iigi  €»ch  180.  ^^fcfcaB^ 
is  .3ft  k?  «4»  «ii*  17  *»feh;     Th#  fdobii  pTi  the 
fane  AmetiiiokH  ^  ^^  feft' of  which  i^adhilng 
jDom  48  ^3f7<s4i:aiii  ft4  Mgk.  -  f  jF«iin  tiie  €hidene&  oT 
the'Vuili^rrl  £«ppoli|.  it:  is-^ltie'^paftom  te  1>und  verf  • 
fuiiflBqtia%  iKn«  .  Tke.gmiNid^  (Fatl  upMhly  iit> 
frbnt  of  the  iho^Artoifwrndfllg^aiTow  ^v^te,  ffhitit 
is  iitififcqirith.'idircwd,  ^i^Mte  alf0'id«dr«r,^hicVL6y|' 
BeAivel^iiiJteads  :«d  Qi^ge  ^  inl  M  the  other  fide  the 
Jsiim>f]p9>fads!i»«r^iai'ge/e^«i»t,  and  U  every  «vhti^> 
bQMn49^iqriiil»  fdantBtibhs^J  ^  T^cheri^^^e  td#tl' 
of.  S^s  ^i^bifc-eAiiUely*  (fifiualxtl,  limong   gmtij^s  ^' 
U9^9  wlA:ftifmi:  wattling iODM^tiy  and  diflakt  moan^^ 
t9^ ;  jH>^h^  Ww  i"  d^iob  tpuSt  ef  ^altiraffiofi.  tlHla  * 
I^friDfi^ioias.  4t^  ^liOi9i9MBv  nv^re  thriving  I  have  fn> 
^f«f  ftWfo  :lb^  fer«b»XpfttCff^«iiibeMdi,  exseod  the, 
«#>  ^  ^feaife  rf  zlik  iclftu',  and  there  isantiot :  be 
a hefter figii 4af ^trw'f ^s^h  1*4^ igour.   •  His iMi-r 
fliifiti^fifl^tSiflaJ^s  ^fl  /fflt)  h;(|;biiridM)u$  t]|)F4lm|;m« 
they  ^pfie^  tp  tj^ive  p^fft<^Jy  iv^H,  h»f  h^  /^^  W: 
a  J^fJIjbul}  of  «arth  with  tjip  jpppts.     {fe  4:,^firffti?fi . 
whut  ^^4  h^n  jpem(fn^d  to  f^  ^)efoie,  thgj  ^fep  way 
to  ms^ke  «#ir  oyrn  /ir^^qf^  tp  %pigA,.  U  tp  ^*/t  tj^p. 
injunc^^n^  4i/e6il^to  by  tl^fl:^  iaivatcr  fqr^hxje^pr 
four  months.     This^was  done  by  his  father  35  Y€|i|fs. 
ago,  and  the  buildings  raifed  of  them  are  now  fully 
figwl  t^,  ^pXp  bniJt  of  Npfway  f\r.    Bf^M^s  .t][^{h 
n^In«r9^s  pl^nf;jtip^5,  popfiije^hlc  manfion^  and  an 
incredible  quapti Jy  of  walUpg,  bis  lor dfhip  has w^l^4 
in  ;i6  acres  for  ^  ^ard^q  aijd  mirfery^  and  buijt  fix  or 
feyen  very  }arge  pineries,  cgipb-OO  feet  long.    Jle  has 
biiilta  farpi-y^rd  289  fitft  f<juare^  furrounde4  with 
offices  ^f  various  kii^ds^ 
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-His  idea  U  not,J^zt:0{/armiHg^  but  improving  the. 
l«ii<)<s  about  the  houfc;  for  i»9auty,  ami  for  preferving 
the  potations }   if  let,  ti^y  would  ,be  4eftn>y«d. 
Other  lan$ls  he  keep^  te  bring  into  order,  for  ie-let-. 
tihg*:    He  applies  his  grafs:  to  fatComng  fcown^  which  ^ 
he  b^yfi  in  may,  from  3K  X5$.  to  4I.  ^ps.*  and  in  five 
or  fu^  Qionths  fells. tjbNn,  with  35s*.  or  4^-proftt, 
HissEMiles  are  16  or  17  hands:  high',  and  he  finds 
theni  Qf,inGompar^ble  ufe :  they  are  in  their  prime  at 
20  years  old,  and  good  even  at  35  ;  he  has- had  themi 
16  years,  and  in  that  time,  with. the  work  they  have- 
dasie,  wQuld  h^ve  worn  out  three  fets  of '  horiiBs^  be-- 
fides,  being  kept  upon  lefs  food.     Of  hay  he  gets^  17 
OT'  38  :load  an  acre  of  4cwt.      In  the  breed  of  his* 
cattk.  Lord  Beftive  is  very  attentive  :-  he  fent  into' 
Craven  for  a  prime  bull,  and  got  one,  which  coft  36 
guineas  at  a  year  old,  and  is  indeed  a  very  fine  beafi;- 
This  is  the  breed,  which  from  much  experience  he 
prefers,  as  well  for  milking  as  for  fattening.    The' 
Holdernefshe  has  tried,  (having  afincljull  of  it,) 
but  is  determined  to  have  nothing  more  to  do  with 
them  :  the  flefh  is  black  and  coarfe^    ahd  though 
they  give  more  milk  than  the  others,  yet  it  will  not 
make  a  quantity  of  butter'proportioned.     The  com- 
mon cow  of  the  country  is  as  good  as  any  for  mere 
milking. 

All  Lord  Be£live*s  gates  are  iron,  which  cofl  him 
5I.  5s.  and  as  wooden  ones  come  to  3I.  3s.  he  finds 
them  the  greatefl  improvement.  In  his  tillage  he 
purfues  the  praftice  of  the  Country,  which  is,  i.  Fal- 
low. 2.  Wheat.  3.  Oats.  4.  Oats,  but  does  not 
take  the  laft  crop  of  oats.  He  limes  160  barrels  an- 
acre  on  his  fallow,  but  the  common  quantity  is  only 

80, 
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80,  by  means  of  which,  and  better  hufbandi^,  hie  has 
10  barrets  an  acre  of  whekt,  and  20  of  oatfi ;  while 
Che  common*  crops  are  feven  of  the  one,  and  12  of 
other.  Marie  he  has  found  an  excellent  menukv  for 
dry  foils. 

The  general  rent  of  the  neighbourhood  20s.  Of 
the  whole  county  i8s.  6d.  Land  fells  at  21  years 
purchafe  at  rack  rent.  The  cottars  plant  great  quan- 
titles  of  potatoes,  giving  for  rent  4I.  los.  the  crop 
from  70  to  100  barrels.  This  culture  ha^  increafed 
20  fold  within  20  years.  All  the  hogs  in  the  country 
are  fattened  on  them  half  boiled.  In  July,  auguit, 
and  feptember,  they  have  great  numbers  of  Con- 
naught  labourers;  they  are  cMed  fpalpeens :  fpaly  in 
Irifh,  is^a  fcythe,  and  pien  a  penny ;  that  is,  a  mower 
for  a  penny  a  day,  the  cafe  80  years  ago. 

Lord  Beftive's  father  was  one  of  the  greateft 
ifnprovers  I  have  heaiQl  of.  He  bought  10,000 
acres  of  bog  and  rough  land  in  the  county  of  Cavan, 
much  of  it  at  the  rent  of  only  2od.  an  acre :  he 
drained  and  improved  the  bog,  though  a  red  one, 
divided  it,  and  brought  it  to  be  fuch  good  land,  that 
it  is  now  159  an  acre ;  part  of  it  was  dry  roclcy  land, 
which  he  divided  by  walls. 

July  3d,  took  my  leave  x>{  Lord  3e<5iive,  and  went 
to  Drueftown,  the  feat  of  Barry  Barry,  Efq;  but  as  I 
was  not  fortunate  enough  to  find  him  at  hozne,  I 
could  only  obferve  in  general,  that  he  had  a  large 
lawn  very  well  laid  down' to  grafs,  and  had  nja^e  a 
pretty  lake  with  a  fhrubbery  on  the  banks  of  it. 
About  this  neighbourhood  all  the  good  land  is  ap- 
plied 
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ylied'  t»  gmelng;  <sukI  te|^  frofn  ^  ^yg^i  an  aof^^ 
Ae  seft  209^  But  towardd*  F^^e  i  pafled  by  Bliwh  tlut 
was  rgl^MUly  iAferkH-^  foar  ifAeit  laidl  down»  (Aat  k 
left  to  kfe)f>'iio  whit^  cAeye#,  oit  v^if  tMle  eaihf^^ 
and  it  feemed  quite  uninclofed ;  yet  this  I  foilnd  w^ 
at  14  or  15s,  I  obferved  here  that  the  cottars  were 
w^t  fo  well  cioGithedasr  hitb«rt^« 

.  RsACHED  Paekenliftiih^ll^l^  pkafiamly  fituated^ 
with  xamchr  old  wood  gboQt  i^  where  Lefd  Ixmgfofd 
leceived  me  with  the^  Bfif6ft  frfendly  attention^  and 
j^ve  me  very  valuAble  m^rmation.  For  Ae  follow^ 
iitg.  particulars  of  dbd  Be^ghbOurinf;^  hufl>aiMi7  I  iW 
pfaliged.to  him.  Fann&rife  fifom  20  to  i^*  2  year, 
in  general  60  Cir  8di.  but  few  laifger.  The'  foil  heavy 
loam  eight  or  niine  iiiehes;dee^  upon' from  12  to^  18 
inches  of  yellow  tiUy  uK^eJl  whi<^^  Ikne-ftoae  gravel 
10  feet  deep  on  rock,  alfo  dry  found  gravel,  lets 
from  15  tp  aos.  Average,  rcnfrxjf  the  county  of  Wcft- 
meath,  exclufive  of  waft^  jjs.  including  it  js.  .  The 
courfes  9f  crops  moft  cpiiw^(^n,: 


I.  Potatpes  . 

»           '      .      •          ' 

I.  Potatoes 

2.  Bere 

'         * 

%.  Flax 

3.  Oats 

4.  Oats  ' 

1      * 

.     3.  Oats 
4.  Oats 

5.  Oats 

•  -  < 

<.  Oats 

t    * 


anJoats  \otii<it  if  ehe  !and,  wIU'  Bear'it,  even  tni'  they 
dotrot  -geie  thrt6  iJariripft  an  acre,  and*  flien  leave  ft  to 
cover  itfeE  Anidriji  tiie  Better  farmer  j  i.  Fallow 
manuitd  vWtli'  Kitlii-ft6ne  gravel.  2.  Wheat  orbere. 
•3.  Oats.     4.  Okt«. 


They 
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TH^vXQwjf^e  barrel  of  w^oaf,  aAd^tievempq^ 
acjce  i  io^  Qoier^uTi^  a  half  oif  bejpc^  .aad  get)  iS-or  x6  > 
of  Q^ts^.pix^  and  ^  balf>  ^.  <^op  xo  or  1 1  at  ftrft,  ^nd 
decreafts  every  year  till  nothingJ)utweeds,;Tte  c^tar$ 
all  [qmf  flax  on  patches,  of  land)  drefs  and  fpin  it^  it  1$ 
woven  in  tfiQ  country  for  their  own  u/e^  befides  fon^e 
fold  ir^  yarn. .  The  little  fartijiers  Xeep  po  £heep\  The 
chief  improvements  of  waiter,  are  the  bottoms  ad^ 
Joining  to  the  bogs,  which  they  drain  artd  cover  witli 
gravel  or  earth,  that  produce,  good  potatoes.  No 
other  way  of  laying  land  to  gl"afs,  than  fowing  red 
clover  and  leaving  it.  Aleado^s  for  tJie  year  let  f^om 
3  to  4I.  ah  acre,  merely  for  the  h'ay,  upon  wfiicM 
they  get  id  load  an  acfe.  Gfafs  moflly  applied  to 
fattening  cows,  which  they  buy  in  may  af  ^.  arid 
fell  in  novcmber  at  61.  one  acre  of  good  land  will  fat 
ffiem.  But  if  noTgobd  oiiie  afld  it  ht^.  MH^R  c^ws 
give  two  if'three'galiortt  df  ifeiMP  A  day,-  an*  yWI<f  40^ 
iVrtsdWe  per  y^ar  by  ^ufter  nfH*  tWff.  ,  Fei^  m*  i/4iWBf 
^th  ojtt-ftf iifw',  aiid  l^y.  Ai^  i»  hM^-  if-  }t  ^^^^Af^ 
i<y6\h.  ji.  p^f  W.  \9  M^-^'Qft.  ilzVpMny.  'A  66Mr 
hide  2d.  K^lfjpeiki;^-if  adoV€«(^.'i^ters^  ^.  &^9<ff 
ihm: ihey  wei«.  T^t  tffistgti^ iA i^mintk- hoflbs^, 
<ife  four  in^^'  ^tottgh,  arid^ftif'S^t^  ^in  Katf  an  aoi^ 
a:  d^.  Tlic^rfee' with  harrot^iig  fdsv  an  a^jtel  TK* 
depth  fix  inches  ;  for  winter  corn  they  lay  the  Fands-iri 
round  ridges  fourorlfive  feet  broad.  Keeping  a  horfe 
thjt  fettuner  at  grafe  il.  fi9s'.  The^iie  0^21  ew^ikcfi^ey 
and  driver,  lod.  a  day.  In  hiring  aact  fttxdciiig 
farms,  they  will  take  one  of  50  acres,  without  any 
thing  but  four  horfes  and  fix  cows,  depending  for 
food  upon  what  they  bring ;  for  labour  upon  them- 
i^cl^eS'^a^d  the  cottars  that  come  with  them  ^  and 
make  none  or  fcarcely  any  profit.  Land  fells  at  21 
years  purchafe  rack  rent  j  rents  have  fallen  25  per 

cent. 
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iccnt.  fincc  1770.  In  1768,  1769,  and  1770,  they 
Were  miich  aboVe  their  value.  Tythes  are  com'' 
pounded,  wheat,  here  and  barley  7s.  oats  5s.  meadow 
2s.  fheep  3d.  No  tea  drank.  Leafes  common  are, 
31  ytjars  to  catholics,  and  three  lives  to  proteftants. 
Great  part  of  the  country  let  to  middle  men,  who 
relet  it  to  fub-tenants,  generally  with  a  profit  greater 
than  they  pay  the  landlord.  Carry  their  corn  to  the 
mill  of  Carrick  five  miles  ofF.  Rents  of  cabbins  20 
to  25s.  with  a  rood  of  ground,  if  land  with  it,  which 
is  generally  the  cafe,  they  pay  30s.  an  acre.  For 
grazing  a  cow  25s.  and  for  a  horfe  30s.  No  emigra- 
tions. Twenty  to  one  of  the  lower  people  roman 
catholics. 

ExPENCE  of  building  acabbin  4CS.  and  for  a  farm 
€kf  50  acres  5I.  They  will  )iir^  farms  and  take  all 
the  bjuildin'gs  upon  thetnfelves.  Both  cottars  and  little 
fimners  are  in  a  worfe  fituation  t)ian  they  were  20 
years  ago.  All  of  them  h^ve  turf  .for  firing,  and  onf 
week's  labour  in  a  year  will  fupply  a  cabbin.  Cut- 
^ng  turf  3d.  a  kifh'or  cubical  yard.  A  ditch  fix  feet 
wide,  and  five  deep,  aod.  In  burning  lime,  a  kiih  oT 
turf  burns  two  barrels  of  lime.  Sells  at  the  kiln  at 
6d.  a  barrel. 

Among  Lord  Longford's  farms  in  this  country  ut 
the  following : 


276  acr^s 
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. 

£^ 

Let 

•  £* 

S176  acres  J 

IS'  «nt» 

I7'36 

worth'noW250 

410 

112" 

ditto 

410 

24a;          V 
15b  bbg  f 

7a 

ditt0 

240 

606         J 
400  bog  J 

118     ' 

ditto 

600 

ISO 

.     49 

ditto 

140 

122 

4*- 

ditto 

100 

270 

95 

ditto 

270 

330 

ibo 

ditto 

100 

Hfl 

334 

1773 

334 

60 

16 

1739 

40 

385 

150 

1749 

300 

655          I 
1500  bogi 

225 

ditto 

700 

3»j 

ni 

1750 

300 

3*5 

23^ 

ditti> 

3*0 

457 

186 

1756 

400 

192*  4504 


From  which  table  may  be  ieen  the  compamdve 
Talae  of  lands  in  40  j/tars :  it  has  nux'e  than  dou^ 
bled  in  30* 

G^ASB  land^  gravelled^  will  let  to  the  pdof  at  5L 
for  potatoes.  Very  good  old  grafs,  without  any  n*!** 
nure^  ^^  4s.  and  as  much  moFelbr  the  fecond  year  for 
fisaci  after  dut^  woHld  yield  3L  for  oate^  and  they  Will 
^ve  5L  for  dunged  ftubble  for  p9ta)x)es,  llie  tit^ 
ptfnceSy  per  acre,  as  follow : 

Vot.  I.  Jft  RttT, 
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Rent, 

Four  barrels  of  feed. 

Planting, 

Taking  up 


I' 

s. 

d. 

5 

0 

o 

I 

0 

q 

3 

o 

• 

I 

c 

10 

o 

Ip 

10 

o 

• 

The  crop  8o  barrels.     Prime  coft  2S.  6d. 

Lord  Longford  has*  fome  black-  bottom  land,  as  ft 
is  called  here,  partially  drained.  lo  or  12  years  ago, 
fome  of.  it  tolerably  dry  :^  other  parts  fo  wet,  that  a 
beaft  can  fcarcely  venture  on  it  with  fafety.  Orte 
part  is  a  reddiihbog,  three  feet  deep,  which  12  years 
ago  was  burned  a  foot  deep,  and  at  the  fame  time 
open  drains  made  ten  feet  wide  at  top,  and  feven 
deep,  the  bog  being  formed  by  the  drains  into  beds 
forty  feet  wide.  The  fpontaneous  rubbifh  heath 
chiefly,  which  is  now  coming  faft  again,  but  it  never 
has  been  cultivated  ^  where  the  fires  were  made  are 
fpots  of  fine  white  clover.  This  land  at  prefent 
would  let  for  nothing,  but  it  is  highly  improveable. 
His  Lordfhip  has  had  two  acres  and  an  half  of  tur* 
nips  on  it,  and  the  crop  was  exceedingly  good :  he 
has  always  remarked  in  burning,  that  wherever  there 
were  many  aflies,  there  are  fure  to  be  good  turnips. 
The  two  acres  and  an  half  kept  feven  bullocks,  each 
8cwt.  and  fixty  fheep,  three  months.  On  four  acres 
of  the  fame  fort,  he  has  now  a  crop  of  turnips  Town  ; 
it  was  drained  ten  years  ago.  This  fummer  he  dug  it 
over,  levelled  it,  and  burnt  the  Ijpit  in  great  heaps : 
this  digging  cofts  3I.  10?.  an  acre ;  the  burning  il. 
It  was  harrowed  with  bullocks,  which,  with  feed, 
&c.  be  reckons  zos.  in  all  51.  an  acre,  which  expence 
•       "  he 
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lie  knows  by  experience  is  repaid  by  the  turnips.  In 
harrowing,  if  a  bullock  in  a  foft  place  finks  in,  they 
flip  the  hamefs  oiF,  and  fet  the  others  to  drag  him  out 
by  the  horns,  fixing  the  rope  round  the  horns  as  in 
hoifting  an  ox  into  a  fhip.  I  remarked,  upon  this 
boggy  bottom,  a  fmall  plantation  of  Scotch  firs,  which 
do  very  well,  but  larch  better.  Willows  do  not 
thrive.  A  gentleman  inclofed  and  drained  four  acres^ 
which  he  planted  with  them,  and  they  fhot  away  for 
four  years,  but  then  all  died.  They  do,  however, 
very  well  in  the  turf  itfelf,  if  the  upper  furface  of 
ipunge  is  cleared  away.  In  improving  any  bogs. 
Lord  Longford  thinks  the  tillage  fhould  be  renewed 
alternately  with  grafs  every  fix  or  feven  years,  or 
it  will  cover  again  with  heath  (erica)  burning  the 
bcft  way. 

His  Lordfliip  has  triec)  cab)}ages  feveral  times,  and 
he  finds  that  while  they  laft  they  a^e  better  than 
turnips,  but  prefers  the  latter  on  account  of  the 
ihort  duration  of  the  former.  Limeflone  gravel  he 
has  tried  on  a  large  fcale  3  lays  icoo  loads  ah  acre, 
at  il.  los.  expence,  if  it  is  in  the  field.  The  effe£l 
is  prodigious  wherever  it  is  laid^  On  a  bare  rocky 
fpot  in  the  front  of  the  houfe,  where  the  earth  had 
been  cleared  away,  and  there  was  no  vegetation  but 
4>f  weeds  ;  fome  gravel  was  fpread,  and  it  brought  up 
an  exceeding  thick  coat  of  white  and  red  clover.  It 
is  a^fo  infallible  in  deftroying  mo(b. 

July  4th,  Lord  Longford  carried  me  t«  Mr. 
Marly,  an  improver  in  the  neighbourhood,  who 
has  done  great  things,  and  without  the  benefit  of 
fuch  lejifes  as  proteftants  in  Ireland  commonly  have. 
He  rests  1000  acres  ;  at  firft  it  was  2od.  an  acre,  in 

£  2  th^ 
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tRe  next  term  ss.  or  isd.  a  j^ar,-  and'h*  nottK  pJiy*^ 
850I.  a  year  for  it.  Almoft  the  whble  fam*  is  mouh- -^ 
tain-land;  the  fpontantous  growth  heath,  &c.  he  h'ast- 
improved  500  acres.  His  method  has  been  to  grub 
up  the  heath',  and  then  to  fixmmer  falloi^  it,  and  to 
manure  with  limefto^nc  gravel  1^00  foad  an^  aerie,  at 
the  expence  of  2!.  2S.  Uppnr  thif  ht  ftJws  wKeat  or 
here,  gets  nine  barrels  an  acrfe  of  wheat,  and  19  of 
here,  then  oats  12  to  15  barrels.  After  which  he 
fallows  again,  and  finifhes  the  fecohd  or  third  courfe 
with  red  clover,  fown  with  barley  or  oats  after  Wh^at. 
If  this  takes  very  well,  he  kaves  it  to  turf  itfelf. 
White  clover  comes  as  fait  as  the  red  wears  out; 
for  the  firft  .four  or  five  years  it  fupports  only  iheep ; 
but  as  it  im])r6ves,  wl^ich  it  does  very  fall,  he  grazes 
it  with  black  cattle.  Lime  he, has  tried  ihflfead  ot 
gravel,  1^0, barrels  an  acre  at  is.  but  it  did  not  bet- 
ter than  gravel  at  one-fourth  the  expence.  In 
gravelling,  the  beginning  of  the  pit  is  good  for  no- 
thing ;  the  deeper  it  i§  dug,  it  is  fo  much  th6  better. 
It  will  not  do  twice,  but  will  laft  8  crops,  with  2 
fallows.  Juft  fuch  an  account  would  be  given  of 
marie  in  Norfolk,  if  they  praftifed  fo  bad  a  courfe 
of  crops,  Aiiy  manuring  with  fo  powerful  an  alcaly 
as  marie  leaves  the  ground  after  an  exhaiiiting  courfe 
of  crops,  in  much  worfe  order  than  it  found  it. 
Would  but  the  Irifli  farmers  purfue  tht  Norfolk 
jfyftem,  of  never  letting  two  crops  of  white  corn 
come  together,  they  would  not  then  find  their  gravel..> 
exhaufted  in  .eight  crops  ;  it  would  probably  laft 
20,  and  in  that  management  they  might  gravel  again 
,and  again.  He  has  the  ^^hite  light  mafle  under 
boggy  bottoms,  and  has  ufed  much  of  it,  bat  docfs 
not  find  it  anfwer  fo  well  as  gravel. 


He 


:H,£.k  v^ry.att^tive  in  fattening  his  wether  flieep ; 

he  buys  in  odober  at  30s.  or  jpts,  each,  begins  stt 

chriftmas  to  feed  them  with  bran  and  oats,  one 

.llS»rt J>f ,(^fi)j  PSJ^  <iiefi,jaid  cq«tin>ics  it  three  ipqnjths : 

^;£^  at.^.  Ss.  >iit.  on  mj^^^g^  a*  4Cp-    Tl^is 

•*?  ^yftjts  J)^9r  ^  Sl^cafier  ^than  turnips  whi9h 

1MB  has  ittUsdj  i^)ut369^s.foo  dear  i^  tl?^  ejcji^^ce  jof 

.  jiasf'wgy  jai^  ifi|Bd  in,  f he  ftcld,  t^i^s  half  of  ,t^tta 

Jdft}  the  ^ais  at  5$.  fid.  a.barrel ;  tbe^faran  at  is. 

'  90/Day^  oats  il.  fay  3  bufhels,  at  5s.  6d. 
-abaml"      "-     *  -'    - 
90  Ditto  bran     -  - 


-•It  was  with  regret  I  heard  that  the  reitt  6f  a  man 

'  who  chad  been  10  fpiritad  an  >■  imprpveY,  ^(hould  be 

raifedfo  exceedingly-.   ^  He  merited,  for  hiis**Kfe,  the 

returns  of- his  induftry.     But  the  cruel  lilWS  agaiiift 

-the  roman  catholics  of    fliis  country,*  remain   the 

marks    of  illiberal  barbarifm.      Why'  fhovld    not 

the  induftriousr  man  have- afpuf    to    his  indulhy 

whatever,  be  his  religion  5  and  what  induftry  is  .to 

i)e  expeSed  from  triem  in  a  country  where  leafes  for 

*^ives   are  general    amongn:  proteftarits',   if  Tecluded 

from  terms  common    to  every  one  elfe  ?     What 

\Diifchief  could  flow  from  lettine  them  have  leafes 

for  yfe?    None  ;   but  nxuch  good  in  animating  their 

induftry.     It  is  impqffihle  that  the  prpfperity  of  a 

.  jiation   ihpuld    have    its    natural    prbgrefs,    where 

four-fifths  of  the  people  are  cut  off  from  thofe  ad-> 

E  3  vantages 
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Vantages  which  are  heaped    upon  the  domineering 
ariftocfacy  ofthe  fmal!  remainder. 

In  conycrfation   with    Lord  Longford,   I    made 
many  inquiries  conceming'  the-  ftate  of  the  lower 
'  clalfes,   and  found,  that  in  fome  refpeds  they  were 
'  ^tt  -  ^dod    circuiAftahces,   in  others  indiiFerent ;  *  they 
'  ha^e,  generally  ipeaking,   fuch   plenty  of  potatoes, 
as  always  to  command  a  bellyf\il :  they  havp  flax 
enough  for  all  their  linen,  moft  of  them  have  a  cow, 
and  fome  two,  and  fpin  wool  enough  for  their  cloaths  ; 
all  a  pig,  and  numbers  of  p6ul try,  and,  in  geperal, 
the  coixipjete  family  of  caws,  calves,  hogs,  poultry, 
anf^  children,  pig  ^ogether.in  the  c^bbjin.    Fuel  they 
have  in.  the  i^tmpft  plenty;  great  numbers  of  families 
,.  pre  al^  fupported  by  the  neighbouring  lakes,  which 
^^abouivd.prodigioufly  with  fiih  5  a  child  with  a  pack- 
thread and  a  crooked  pin^  will  catch  perch  enough 
,,  In,  an  hour:  fpr.  tbeffainily  to  Jiv-e  on  the  whpl^  -day, 
^  ^nd  his  Lprdfliip  l\z^  (een  500  children  fifhi^g  at  tj^c 
faiTie>time)  'there  being  na  teijacioufnefs  in  tl^e  prp- 
;prietors,of  t)ie  l^nd^  abo^t  a  right  to  the  fifh;  be- 
fides  perch,  there  i^  pike  upwards  of  five  feet  long, 
^  bjeam>. tench,  trout  of  lolb.  sni  as, red  as, a  falmon, 
and  fine  eels :  all.thefe  a,re  favourable . circumftances, 
and  ar.e^  vwy  confj^cuous  in  the  numpousand  healthy 
families  airioiig  them.   ,R(5verfe  the  medal  :   they  arc 
ill  cloathed,  make  a  wretched  appearance,  and,  what 
is  ]vorlc,  are  much  pppreflcd   by  piany  who  make 
them  pay  too  dear   for  keeping  a  cow,  horfe,  &c. 
They  nave,  a  praSice  alfo  of  keeping  accounts  with 
the  labourers ;  contriving  by  that  means,  to  let  the 
poor -wretches  have  very  little  cafli  for  their  year's 
work.  '    Thjs    is   a   great  ppprefiion :    farmers   and 
'gentlemen    "keeping  jiccouhts    with  tl|e    poor  is  a 

cruel 
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'  cruel  abttfe  t  (o  many  days  work  iFor  a  cabbifi — fo 
many  for  a  potsktoe  gaifden — fo  many  for  keeping* a 
horfe — and  fo  many  for  a  cow,  are  clear  accounts 
,.  wBich  a  p'cidr*  ftl^n  ckn  Underftisind,    but  farther  it 
:  ought  never  to  go }  and  when  he  has  worked  out 
this,  the  Teft  ought  pundtually  to  be  paid  hitn  every 
faturdiay  night,     -Another  circumftance  mentioned 
.  was   the'  exceffive  practice  diey  have  in  general  6( 
,  pilfering.     TJiey  fteal  every  thing  they  can  lay  their 
hands  on— and  I  fhould  remark,   that  this    is    an 
•  account  which  has  been  very  generally  given  me : 
all  forts  of  iron,  hinges,  chains,  locks,  keys,  &c. 
!  -—gates  will  be  cut  in  pieces,  and  conveyed  away 
in  many  places  as  faft  as  built ;  trees  as  big  as  a  man's 
.  body,  and  that  would    require   ten  men  to  move^ 
'  gone  in  a  night.     Lord  Longford  has  had  the  new 
'  wheels  of  a  car  ftolen  as  foon  as  made« '    Good  ftones 
out  of  a  wail  will  be  taken  for  a  fire-hearth,  &t. 
'•  though  a  breach  is  made  to  get  at  them.     In  fhort, 
.  every  thing,  and  even  fuch  as  are  apparently  of  no 
ufe  to  them — nor  is  it  eafy  to  catch  a  thief;    for 
they  never  carry  their  ilolen   goods  home,  but  to 
.  ioihe  bog-bole.     Turnips  are  flolen  by  car  loadi; 
and  the.  ears  of  two  acres  of  wheat  pluckt  off  in  a 
night.'  In  fhort,  their  pilfering  and   fleatihg  is.a 
perfe6):  nuifahce  !   How  far  it  is  owing  to  the  oppref- 
fion  of  laws  aimed  iblely  at  the  religion   of  thdTe 
people,  how  far  to  the  condu  A  of  the  gentlemen  and 
farmers,  and  ;hbw  far  to  the  mifchievous  difpofitidn 
of  the  people-  theihfelVes,  it  is  impoffible  for  a  pafEilg 
traveller  to  afcertain«     I  am  apt  to  believe,  that  a 
better  fyflem  of  law  and  management  would  have 
good  efFefts.      They  are  much  worfe  treated  than 
I  ,  E  4  the 
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tI^MT  P^kqilwmThjil*    Tf^pQT  ^me  miles  from 

li^fld  l^ng(^rii\  In^^e  wiy  jtp  Muilinger,  the  xoad 
vki^  !Up  a  .iHouni9i9)  9nA  commands.. an  «ax^ifig 
j'ly^vi^w  of.Loch  BerseyaFft^,  a  noble  nvatiter. eight 
iintt^s  xloBg9 .  aiHl^from  tsvo  milea^  to  half  >a  siile, 
^»\ii8r  ;  tavaft  re^ch  of  it,  like  a  mgtiificfnt  rivcTf 
r^pqi^s  .'fl^  ^you  fHQunt  i^e  MH*  Afterwards  >I  pafitd 
:  under. f be  principal  mpunliain,  which  jrilfiBS  iabmptly 
./ipn;^  the  Jake  injo  the  boldeift  qjrtltne ;  the  .water 
vf^^e  jis  v«ry  heafutifi;!,  filling  up  tbe.fte^p  vale  formed 
-!^y4^j|;Sgndjthe<)ppo{^te  hills.  Reached  Mulli]igar« 
^Jt^was^.onc<>f  the  fair  dfiiys^  I  faw  many  oows  and 
..bf^ft^y^afid  mpr^  horfe3,'With  fome.  wool ;  tke  cattle 
weie  f9f  .tl)e  f;^e  4>i[e^d  that  I  had  generally  feen  in 
. -pooling  throijgh  tjie  oouhtry.  July  iSth^  Jeft  Miil^ 
^iiqgar,  »whi<5h  is:^  dirty  jugly  town,  and.  takijag  the 
(.r-pad  '40  Tullamoi^e, .  ft^pped  at  Lord  Belvidere^, 
..^ith^^hich  ^itqe>Iowa$  as  much  flruGk  as  with  any 
,  /J  ^ad  eyer  feen.  ^Thp  hotlfe  is  perched  on  the  crown 
.  p(.2L  beo^iful  litlle  Jitll^  half  fusrounded-wkh  others^ 
.vari^%Bd  ^nd  melting  into  one  another.  It  is  a 
-.mpft  fingi^larpl^ce s  ifpreads  to  the  eye  a  beautiful 
,:)awn)Qf'jLiiidutjiting  ground  margined  with  wood; 
'ifisiihdtT9^  are  fcatitcred  in  fome  places,  and  clumps 
'jkx  9^Mr^  y  itHe'Offeift  (ppleafing,  that  were  there  nothing 
q^^het,  tbecplfloe/wouhi  be^beautrful  ^  but  .the  reft  of 
^i^e  cPrnvas  is  admirabiy  filled.  Lake  Ennel,  many 
-:  miles  in  Im^thi  and  two  or  4i^ree  broad,  Hows  be-t 
.^^^ath  Ttbe  wiindows^  It  is  fpott^d  with 'iflets,  a 
^pr^mofxtory  ^f  fiDck  Irtfiged  with  trees  ihoots  into 
..  It)   and    the   whole    is   bounded    by    diftant    hills, 

'  -  Greater 
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«wit]|,  but  tio  where  a>m9jre  tbea^utiful  ,or  «a  iQflro  ifia* 
.gukur  one» 

.FJR.OM  Mulliagar  to  Tu^efjpace,  I  found  rents  ui 
general  at 20s.  ^a€re,,withmuchreleti^t^39s..3^t^ll 
^e  crops,  except  here,  .were  very  .bad,, and  fiull  .pf 
jweeds.  About  the  latter  ./laoied.  place,  the  faf ms  are 
^gqnerally  from  100  to  v300.acre5,  ^and  their  courfe, 
.J.  Eallow.  2.  Bex:e.  3..0at3.  4. .Oats.  .5«  Oats. 
'^  Great  quantities  of  potatoes  all  the -way,,  <<rop$  fropi 
^  jbrty>  to  eighty  barrels.  The  r/^ad  before  it' comes  to 
.  T.ull^more  leads  through  a  part  of^the  bog  of  Allefi, 
•rwhi^  ieems  here  extsei^fivis^.^nd, would  make  a  noble 
vlc^^f  ,5iK9dow«     The  way.  the  road  was;inade  ov^r 

-  It  vj^asrifiDgly  to.cuta  dirainon  each  fide,  .^nd  .ihen  l^y 
^r>a:gravel«.  which,  as  f^ift.^s  it  .was  laid  ^and  .fpread, 
-bore; the  (<3ars.:  along  the  edges  is  fine  white  clover. 

Part  of  TuUamcMre  is  well! built.  I  paiTed  through  it 
-to  Captain  Johnfton's  at  Chatleville,  to  .whom  I  am 
'.  indebted ifor  the*  fo]Iow:i|Sg  account  of  the  liufb^ndry 
'_of..the  neighbourhood*  Farms,  around  TulJamorc, 
-are.  cjommonly  loO  to  300  acres,  but  fome  Smaller, 

and  fome  of  5  or  600.  Tkfe  foil  is  genepaHy  a  dry, 
'  ibuod,  gfaveljy  loam,  lets  firom  12s.  to  18s.  average 

I-6s.  ^ve  miles  every  way  around.  Average  of  larid 
:  let  in  the  whole  county  15s.  exclufive  of  bog.     He 

thinks  that  onerfevehth  of  the  county  is  bog  or  moun- 

-  Stain  5  but  the  latter  pays  from  is.  6d.  to  3s.  The 
•  courft  of  crops:  r.  Oats  on  lay,  few  one  barrel  and 

an  half,  ^t  ten  to  fifteen.  2.  Fallow.  3.  Wheat, 
fbw  three-fourths  to  one  barrel,  get  four  to  feven 
barrels.  4.  Oats.  And  then  peafe  fometimes  added. 
|.   Potatoes  on   grafs  with   dung,   or  burn-bating. 

''"■'■'  2.  fiere* 
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2.  Bere,  three-fourths  of  a  barrel,  get  twelve  to  twenty 
fcarrels.  3.  Wheat.  4.  Oats.  5.  Fallow;-  Some 
pare  and  bur  A  for  .turnips  ;  and  then  potatoes  at  61. 
an  acre  rent.  They  are  exceedingly  late  in  fowing, 
not  finifhing  their  wheat  and  here  till  after  chriftmas. 
They  fow  rape  on  low  grounds  by  th«  edge  of  bogs, 
upon  paring  and  burning  for  feed,  get  twelve  to 
fifteen  barrels  an  acre,  worth  from  12  to  20s.  a 
Barrel.  They  fow  it  oh  the  ground  without  co- 
vering after  ploughing,  and  the  rougher  the  land  the 
better.  Sow.  rye  after  k,  and  then  oats,  getting  good 
crops ;  and  fey  down  with  grafs  feeds  from  lofts,  or 
Fay  grafs^  or  clover  and  trefoile.  For  turnips  or  fal- 
low plough  twice  or  thrice,  lay  on  no  manure,  -nor 
Aoe,  get  very  bad  crops.  If  they  pare  and'  burn  they 
plough  twice..  They  eat  them  with  Ihecp  either- 
.  di^awn  OF  on  theknd*  Very  Iwtle  clover.  Flax  is 
•  fcwH'Very  generally,  from  ftnall  patches  to  three  or 
four  acres,  doing  the  whole  themfelveSy  both  ^iliMAg 
and  .weaving.  .  About  good  friday  is  the  time  of  fow- 
ing ;;  but  later,  bad.  The  Jky  farmers,  that  is  the 
{[ettlTjT  ones,  let  potatoe  ground  for  it,  at  61.  an  acre  to 
.  CDtsiArs.  Great  quantities  of  potatoes  in  the  trench- 
ikig  way,  and  all  the  dujQg  is.  uied^  for  them.  The 
Carmers  let  the  poor  have  lajod  for  nothing,,  upon  coo- 
ditiox^  of  their  dunging  it,  which  2)^  do  l;hat  have  upt 
fields  of  their  own..  They  pay  from  4  to'  61.  dyjigcd^ 
.  or  for  turnip  land  fed  with  fheep,  which  they  prefer, 
.  the  potatoes  being  drier  and  better..  The  apple  po- 
tatoe  is  moft  efteemed,  bccaufe  th^.  are  great  bearers, 
Eaft  through  the  fummer,  and  have  been  kept  even 
iMTO  years.  Not  much  lime  ufed,  having  been  tried. 
But  has  not  anfwered  ;  limeftone  gravel  on  lay  to  be 
6rx)kcn  up,  has  a  very  great  ^fFe<Sl.  The  expence 
10  or  45s.     The  grafs  is  chiefly  applied  to  heifers,  or 

ftoro 


C   H  A  R  L  E  V  I  L  L  E.  59 

ftore  bullocks ;  the  firftfold  in  finall  parcels  at  hom^, 
the  latter  at  Ballynafloe  or  Bannagher.  They  buy 
them  in  at  a  year  or  two  years  old  ;  the  firft  30  to  50s. 
the  latter  from  55  to  57s;  keep  them  a  year  and  four 
or  five  months,  fometimes  only  a  year :  in  a  year  they 
will  make,  by  the  iirft,  25  to  30s.  and  from  30  to  4qs, 
by  the  others.  Wherever  the  l^nd  is  good  enough, 
a  few  cows  are  bought  in  for  'fattening,  in  may  at 
il.  15s.  to  5I.  and  fold  with  40s.  ahead  profit.  The 
poor  people  all  rear  Calves.  Many  (heep  bred ;  the 
beft  farmers  breed  and  fell  three  years  old  wethers  ^at 
at  michaelmas',  from  18  to  24s.  if  in  the  fpring  from 
-24  to  44s.  Clip  from  5  to  ylb.  of  wool.  The  tillage 
is  done  by  oxen,  four  in  a'  plough,  not  half  an  acre  a 
tlay ;  the  fky  farmers  fometimes  will  put  a  horfe  and 
a  cow  in.  Oxen  are  reckoned  beft.  Hire  of  a  boy, 
horfe  and  car  is.  id.  The  (ky  farmer  will  take  40 
or  50  acres,  with  three  or  four  cows  and  a  horfe  or 
two,  and  five  guineas  in  his  pocket.  Tjrthes  are 
compounded,  5s*  for  winter  corn,  3s.  for  fpring  corn, 
25s,  for  1000  flwfep,  and  5s.  for  mowing-ground. 

Land  felk  for  20  years  purchafe  rack  rent,  has 
fallen  two  years  purchafe  rn  feven  years,  and  the  rent 
from  3s.  to  5s.  in  the  fame  time.  County  cefs  6d« 
Very  few  middle  men  left.  Cottages  with  half  an 
acre,  let  for  20s;  with  two  acres,  which  are  common, 
40s.  No  emigrations.  Religion  of  the  lower  clafles 
all  roman.  *  Not  one  cottar  in  fix  has  a  cow  about 
towhs  ;  but  in  the  country  half  of  them  have.  Moft 
have  a  pig,  and  much  poultry.  They  are  not  more 
thieving  dian  extends  to  a,  few  turnips  and  cabbages 
for  their  own  .  ufe,  nor  that  to  any  excefs.  Many  of 
the  poor  have  reclaimed  much  bog,  the  premiums  of 
^he  Dublio  fociety  having  induced  them  to  do  it ; 

thefe 
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^tb?(e.  ,ajre  no^y  .50s,  jaa  .a^re  r  they  perform  it  ^^^gfa* 

,4waldi^ning^  either  frogi  ciutmg  ,tuxjf,  .or  maiipg 

hoi^uds^  orfronji  .drains  purpofely  dojie :  tl^  g^r^o 

j^t,  ,ahd  b;irn  it  f^*^  ^o  f^  jr^cbes  dfie.p,  ^at  20s.  fia 

.,;w?^e^  faw  bere,  rye,  or  poUtocs  ;  the  ber,e  .  docs  ^bejfl, 

'.arjd.^iextyear^npthercrpp  of  com  i  ^4  thcn.3i^otj^er 

Jaiiriuag,  and  tvsfo  jnojre  crops,  .the  pbt^oes  are  wet» 

.^^t.wijl  do  for  fee4».and  tbeywill.eftapethefroftina 

,  iipx,  when  they  are  ^kilL?d  in  the  high  jsmxis.     Tljey 

.  j^ay  .nothing  fw  the   bog>  having  ^and    adjoiniijg. 

♦  |[;'J^ey4ay  the  ,iBfip»ov€|d  fppt^  |down  to  grafe,  #f)«ripg 

mfefids^  J)ut  itbp  i^fop  is  generally  very.thip  and  p99r» 

v^^jijafter  a  y^gr,^  tiyp,  bmn  it  gg^in.;jfometimfs  put 

r  ajli^tl^j^^W^^Wigrjaveiop  the  grafe,^  and  plant. it  ,with 

:  'PPt^ti^^?-     Some  >^ve  put  in  potatp^   uppn  a^ 

.  'feqga  with  no  q^  preparation^  tfea^i  Jayii^  .a>po9^> 

«  ihaipj  fandy  gJifave^Qiiit,  andgott9lef;able  crops* 

.    .  ;^$r.  Johnston. hi^s.cj^Itiy/rt^ ;Cabi{^ges  ,f^^^ 

-j^al.y^s.    , In  17 72  h^  had  one  av:re,,  in  .1 77 3  two  ajttd 

a  lialf*,?nd  fin);e  .that,  ,bei;>yeen.  one  and  twoaqres 

every  year ;  the  great  Scotch  fort  which  he  fows  ia 

-kh^J^Vt^jy  and  plaints,  inibiijc  fipet  f,(^s^,ajpd  18  inches 

:  :%>nVBl»^t to  pla^t> ,  the ., beginning,  of , junc.     If  tl^ey 
.^re^iqi^  in  thegfound  tl^en,  the. qrqp will  not  be^good* 

J  JPloughs fqr  thejn  t^wice,. and, .dungs  richly.in  the  f^r- 

^  rr»W?-  » ^9^f^  hoifs  twjee  ox  t|irice,  ,a«d.  haj|;id  weeds ; 

,  ^pg  rife  from  fi^e.to  12  lb*  but  have  aLwaiysrbegaiv  to 

:uh^&  /ia  frptcmtfJr.     ;Has  u&d  4h|qfn  fpj:  fiij^ening 

.  il»ep>':tbat  would, not  fi^tteA  ja»i;grpift j  al^-for  b^l- 

Jocks^ivshich  throve  p€«:(cf5Uy  i^Ji,    pThe  leaves  (with 

. great  carQ in  picking ).vei?egiy^ni0^<ipilch  cqws>  V"^ 

/tjbe.hutter  .t^^».    Finils  jthat  t^hejprifi^pal  ufetof 

:  >tb(emii»  fpfbringijigiOsn  cafde  i;h9<t  wi^l^ot  iinilh  at 

.  :  ga)iS|pandi.tOi  b& j^ii^^ll  bf/i^e^  c^riitel^s* .  ;Barley,4)iat 

has 
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hi&  hem  fbwn  ^f^  ttihbitgt  la^d  Whicli  Anrceeddl 
pbtatoeS)  a  ViActopy  24  barfels'  aii  acre,  Tuhiips 
Mr.  Johiiftoh  lki$  had  for  th^fe  tt^  fears,  from  one 
to  fovct  zxifksy  arid  Has  always  applied  them  to  fstteir^ 
ifig  iheepy  for  wbich  puirpofeh^  finds  them  excellent  | 
afld  h^tk  ^  feed  in  the  freld^  becaufe  fiaft  in  the 
grottfid  for  theiheep  to  bite  at^r  provided  there  is  foiHe 
grafs  for  them  to  lie  on.  Has  deviated  from  the  com* 
tSion  late  ibwiHg  of  whe^,  putting  his  in  the  begins 
tving  of  feptenlber,  aand  finds  his  hatveft  fo  much  eaar*- 
lief )  that  his  is  in  the  haggard  (i^eek  yard)  when  others- 
are  ccrtting.  His  tillage  he  pet-forms  with  only  My<# 
£orfes«'  Mr«  JohAftdti  is  a  great  friend  to  the  IrUh 
cars:,  he  carries  x  a  to  la  cwt,  of  turf,  three  ftatu^e 
ki&es  of  hard  floiie  turf,  each  borfe  10  turns  a  day^  or 
20  ihiles,  and.  fed  on.  grafs  aloiie. 

July  6th  went  to  Rathan,  where  Lord  Shelburne 
has  pla<:ed  a  Norfolk  bailiff,  Mr,  Vancover,  for  the 
managetnent  of  a  farm,  who  brought  with  him  a 
plowman,  plough,  harrow  and  tackle.  The  defign 
ddeshOHtour  to  the  nobleman  who  formed  it ;  and  Mr% 
Vancover  is  not  likely  tod ifappoint  him ;  he  is  a  fen^ 
fible,  intelligent,  ac^ve  man,  who  went  through  all 
the  manual  part  of  farming  in  a.  feven  year's  appren- 
ticefiiip  to  a  great  farmer  in  Norfolk.  I  found  him 
juft  what  I  could  wiih,  difgufted  neither  with  the 
country  nor  the  people,  pleafed  and  animated  with 
th«'profpe£t  of  improrement  before  him,  and  had  no 
doubt  of  fuccefs.  tie  was  going  on  p6rfe£tty  well  | 
ploughing  off  the  turf  of  a  boggy  bottoms  adjoining 
toagreatbbg;  burning  it  in  fmall  heaps,  and  in- 
tendin|  immediately  to  plough  aAd  foW  turnips,  of 
which  he  i^'M  have  i^  acf^s  this  year,  and  purpofes 
having  many  more  the  year  after  i  1^  his  c^  fome 

very 
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very  long  drains,  into  the  bog,  and  expels  to  msdce  it ; 
excellent  land,  though  inftead  of  ploughing  it  firft  for 
burning,  he  muft  dig  it  5  I  am  clear  he  Will  not  be 
difappointed  :  be  ha$  a  fine  field  to  work  upon,  for 
Lord  Shelburne  l>as  4000  acres  of  bog  here.  The. 
high  parts  of  the  farm,,  are  a  rough  Jime  ftone  land^ 
but  very  dry  and  found ;  he  deiigns  in  winter^  grub- 
bing the  rubbifh,  burning  all  the  ftone  into  lime,  and 
ploughing  it  for  turnips  the  following  year, .  Let  me 
obferve,.  that  this  is  the  right  conduA  of  rough  land, 
which  ihould.  always  be  brought  into  turnips  firft, 
and  not  falloweid  for  wbeat,^  as  all  the  Irifli  improvers, 
do,  who  follow  their  wheat  with  fo  many  crops  of 
fpring  corn,  that  their  foil  is  prefently  exhaufted.  If 
turnips  are  had,  dung  is  gained,  and  the  land  in  or- 
der, which  paves  the  way  to  every  thing  elfe.  Toa 
much  cannot  be  faid  in  praife  of  this  undertaking  of 
Lord  Shelburne's*  An  openmg  is  made  to  a  new  field 
in  huft>andry,  which  I  forefee  may  prove  of  infinite 
confequence  to  the  kingdom  in  general.  Mr.  Vanco- 
ver  bemg  acquainted  with  feveral  modes  of  improve- 
ment in  England,  and  perfeftly  verfed  in  the  Norfolk 
hufljandry,  is  placed  with  great  judgment  where  he 
can  exert  both.  Perhaps  I  was  the  better  pleafed  with 
this  improvement,  from  being  inftrumental  in  procu- 
ring his  lordfliip  the  perfon  who  is  executing  it.  Near 
this  place  is  a  farm  of  150  acres,  and  1500  bog,  to 
be  let  on  a  leafe  for  ever,  at  130I.  a  year.  Went 
from  Rathan  to  the  Glebe,  a  lodge  belonging  to  Dean 
Coote,  and  from  thence  to  Shaen  caftle,  near  Mount- 
inellick,  his  refidence;  pafTed  near  large  trads  of 
mountain,  wafte  and  bog ;  and  not  far  from  a  great 
range  of  the  bog  of  Allen.  Saw  but  little  good  corn  ; 
they  were  burning  fome  boggy  bottoms  in  order  to 
fallow  for  here  j  but  it  fliould  be  for  turnips. 

For 
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'  Tor  the  following  particulars  I  am  indebted  to  the 
obliging  attention  of  the  dean.  Abovt  Shaen  caftle 
^anns  of  40  or  50  acres  are  very  common,  fome  few 
rife  to  3  or  400.  The  foil  is  either  lime-ftone,  line* 
ftone  gravel,  or  moor ;  lets  at  13$.  an  acre  on  a  me* 
dium.  The  ceurfe.  u  Fallow.  ^.  Wheat,  icfw 
one  barrel,  produce '5t.  3.  Peas,  fi)w  i  barrel,  and 
get  5  to  ro.  I.  Fallow.  ^.  Wheat.  3.  Oats,  fiaw 
two  harrels,  get  8  to  15.  Alfo,  i.  They  burn  moors 
for  turnips  :  no  hoeing  ;  draw  them  for  Kheej),  a.  Bar- 
ley or  here,  fow  one  barrel  of  here,  get  8  to  18.  Sow 
of  barley  one  barrel,  get  as  much  as  of  here.  3.  Oats. 
4.  Oats  J  after  which  they  leave  it  to  graze  itfelf. 
Alfo  on  moory  lands,  rape  or  rye,  inftead  of,  or  after 
turnips.  Flax  is  fown  by  all  poor  people  and  little 
farmers  for  their  own  ufe.  Potatoes  are  fo  much 
planted,  diat  all  the  dung  of  the  country  is  applied  to 
them  ;  fome  few  plant  them  with  the  plough,  but  It 
does  not  well,  unlefs  the  land  is  fummer  fallowed : 
the  chief  culture  is  in  the  gardens  of  the  cabhins,  for 
they  hire  no  land  .of  the  farmers  for  potatoes.  No 
iheep  folding.  Lime-ftone  gravel  is  much  ufed  for 
tillage  land,  and  the  benefit  found  great  foj  fix  or 
Seven  crops, 

Tme  grafs  IS  applied  to  fattening,  dairying,  and 

Iheep.      Dairies   from  30  to  40  cows  are  common 

liere  ;  they  keep  them  in  their  own  hands.     An  acre 

^nd  an  half  of  middling  grafs   for  a  cow.      Some 

make  butter,  but  none  if  the  cheefe  is  good«     i^cwt. 

of  cheefe  is  the  produce  per  cow,  price  from  25  to  30s. 

per  cwt.  with  il.  is.  for  the  calf,  at  five  or  fix  weeks 

old  :  rear  very  few.     The  fattening  fyftem  is  to  buy 

in  at  31.  to  61.  in  april,  may  and  june,  and  fell  out  with 

^05.  or  42s.  profit  to  chriilmas.  Flocks  of  iheep  rife  to 

5  or 
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501(^0 )  the^  prrotit,  kmb^  at-  5  to  9s.  and  the-evife'tf 
V0'od>4lbi'  IiDthe  winter  tSiey  are  onthe  walk»,  lin^ 
iefi  in:  ftroft  and  (iiow^.wiien:  they  get  fame  hay  of 
tumip$;  Woah  t^  to*  178*  a  ftone,.but  within  i^ 
yearsrwas  ix)8;  6d.  It  is  bought  up  by  combers,  y^thxi 
keep  fptnn^s  in  the  oountiy  to-  fptn  it  into  yarn^ 
which  is  fold' to  fa&ors  for  foreign  lAftrket^*  They 
QX€  much  troubled  with  the  rot  upoh  the  mo<irs,  and 
a  wet  feafoit  will  rot  them  even  upon  lin^e-ftoneland# 
Plough  mofUy  with  borfes^  often  tifing  four,  for  the 
fecond  time  of  fallowing  fix  :  they  do  |  of  an  acre  ; 
four  bullocks^  which  gentlemen  and  good  farflMSs  uiby 
will  do  ^y  price  7s.  an  acre*  For  winter  corn  diey 
throw  the  lands*  narrow,  and  ardied  up  :  no  Ihovel* 
lingr  furrows,  but  ftrike  them  with  the  plough. 
Keeping  a  horfe  3L  3$.  a  year,  and  a  working  bullock 
406.  Break  their  fallows  from  november  to  februaiy.^ 
Hire  of  a  horfe,  boy^  and  Car  from  is.  id.  to  is.  4d. 
In  hiring  and  (locking  farms  3!.  an  acre  they  reckon 
necefTary.  Land  fells  at  20  years  purchafe  ^  has  fal- 
len in  five  or  fix  years  2S.  to  6s«  an  acre,  in  general  55^ 
Tythes  are  compounded  for,  wheat  7  s.  bere  6s.  bar- 
ley 56.  oats  3s.  6d.  mowing  ground  3s.  peafe  2s.  6d.r 
No  tea  in  the  cabbins,  nor  'yet  a  bellyful  of  potatoes. 
They  have  an  acre  of  land  and  a  cottage  for  il.  isv 
to  il.  ios«  and  about  ^  of  that  in  potatoes,  they  buy 
wheil  they  have  not  of  their  own,  both  oats,  mealy 
or  potatoes  ;  a  barrel  of  potatoes  will  lafl  a  man,  his 
wife,  and  four  children  a  week ;  one  barrel  of  oats 
will  yield  i  cwt.  of  oatmeal,  which  fells  at  8s.  6d«  to 
I  OS,  and  will  in  Jlir-about  laft  them  a  weeky  that  is 
the  fame  time  as  a  barrel  of  potatoes.  They  in  ge- 
neral keep  a  cow  at  il.  IS.  to  il.  los.  but  they  muft 
buy  12  or  14s.  of  hay  for  her*  They  aifb  keep  a  pig 
on  offkl.  Stealing  is  very  common,  they  take  every 
*  thing 
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thing  thejr  eaik  lay  their  handi  on^  yet  art  not  fb  poot 
here  as  in  Clare  and  Tipperary.  Com  all  caxricd  to 
Dublin  for  the  premium^  Population  evidently  in^^ 
creaii^<  No  emigrations.  Religion  of  the  lowef 
ciaffes  all  catholic.  A  poor  man's  firing  14s.  or  1554 
Expence  of  building  a  cabbin  3I.  3$^  of  ftone  and 
flate  20L  all  for  a  farm  of  50  acres  of  ftone  and 
flate  3061. 

Ih  converfatiOn  upon  the  fubjefl  of  a  initon  With 
Great  Britain^  I  was  informed  that  nothing  was  fo 
unpopular  in  Ireland  as  fuch  an  idea  1  and  that  the 
great  objeSion  to  it  was  inereafing  the  number  of  ab<^ 
f:ntee$»  When  it  was  In  agitation^  20  peers  ttid  60 
commoners  were  talked  of  to  fit  in  the  Britifli  parlia-i 
ment^  which  would  be  th6  refidence  of  %(^of  the  beft 
eftates  in  Ireland^  Going  every  year  to  England 
would,  by  degrees,  make  them  refidents  -,  they  would 
educate  theif  childl-en  there^  and  in  time  bec'ome  mens 
abfentees :  becoming  fo  they  would  be  unpopular^ 
others  would  be  elected,*  who,  treadfaig  in  the  fame 
ftepsi  would  yield  the  place  ftiil  to  othefs ;  ahd  tfaus^ 
^y  degrees,  a  vaft  portion  of  the  kingdom  now  refi-' 
dent  would  be  made  abfentees ;  which  they  think 
would  be  fo  gre^t  a  drain  to  Ireland,  that  a  free  trad^ 
would  not  repay  it^  I  think  the  idea  Is  erroneour^ 
were  it  only  for  one  circUmftahce,  the  kiiigddm  would 
lofe,  according  to  this  r^foniitg^  an  idle  race  of  coun* 
try  gentleitienf  arid  in  exchange  their  pof  t^  Would  fi|| 
with  (hips  alid  commerce,  and  all  the  confequepces  of 
commerce  ;  an  exchange  that  iiever  yet  proved  di&d« 
vantageOus  to  any  country. 

Tut  dean's  improvements  of  bog  ground  ^e  eX'- 
tenfivei    he  drained   ytxy   completiilji    and    tbei^: 
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f]iOi|^4cf)f*  tt«g'  itiiorAmihiiigv  iipfott.ivhidii  fj^weil 
9ieflk|i9.owh&<;h  fucoeeded  vtery  ivell^.yidding  13  iHtcrelM 
aA-a^re^  -  Theft.  <]alia  ^lolighed-  foty.ancLgoctib^barri 
$!«Ui.  fel*!P4iiay  fep4«,.ray,g)r»ft  ,(^Munipir^nnt)i*ni 
plover,  (urifolium  fmteit/i). htforc  thtt  mpt^ytm^it 
Veg^n^t  ^as.not  Mt(>rthj9i;6d«  ^iacre^  but  tmdif  it 
I4s^  An^tl^fr  f^t  of  the^  bog  ^vnsieYeUediand  birnt^ 
the  afhes  fpread,  and  turnip  feed  harrowed  io^  .did 
very  well,  fed  fhcep  with  themj  after  which,  clay 
and  lii»e*4toiidv  gravel :  fpread  6n  it^  -^  1066'^  f^ad, 
«;  40s*  9A  adre^  and  ghrfi^  feedft  fewn^  irfii^b  InaSe  it 
iHRorth.  il.  ^s<^  an  acre*.  Tui-mps^  '£>eim''X}Mtd  has 
had  tbe£5L2Q  years,  both.  in.  the  driltand-  brpad-eafl^ 
and  fmtnd  the  drilj  methoduiuich  the^bcft,*  Vut  <»wilig) 
I  skppcrhmd,  to  the  hoeing  of  ihe  broad*-caft  n«e  being" 
weU  pf ifeooedc  Ufed  them  atways.  £or^  feeding 
t^teff.  ^d  ibimd.the  eatiijig  o^ual  to  a  coat  of  ching# 
iji^. fold^.bis^ihe^p  (f>t  twayears^ but  covJd  jib^'hting 
bis. people  to(  c^min^^'.it  ,withouit  too  mtich .  trDublr/ 
Lime  he  ha»|rt^mych  ^n  the  lime^ft^negitntndi 
but  did  not  £nd  it  anfw^r  at  all.  Would  fecommen^ 
in  theiiDfrovementof  bog&,  ta  begin  with  one  great 
drain  round  the  intended  improyement, .  1^^  feet  i^id4 
^  .top,  cut.to  the  gravelt  and  four  feet  wide  ,ai  bot«s 
(qm,;  .then  tct  cut  cxois  drains  into  that«  which  alio 
ought  to  go  down  tp  the  gravel :  leave  it  for  a  year,  ii 
Jt.isbad  j  tHen  turn  it  up  with  the  fpade  ot.  plpugjl^ 
burn  It,  and  fow  turnips  or  rape,  and  do  the  fasisr 
ag?tin.next  year,'  witH  a  fecond  burning^,,  aft^r.  which 
i^ats  may  be.  had,*  arid  laid  down  to  graVs,  which  will 
Be  gop^i^but  fhuchbetter'if 'gravelled.  [^Deah  Coot^ 
E^^  fki'Avhi*  frAn  thi  Dublin .  focietyfeveral  gold 
medals  for  the  improvement'- of  bog'j  cuTtureof  tur- 
nips, &C.  .    , 
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^     Jwl¥  Sth j  left  Sliaen  Caftle^  and  took  the  road 
tbwards  Athy;  breakfafted  with  Dean  Walfli,  at  Ge- 
acrarWalfli's,   in   that  gentleman's  abfencc^     The 
g{bnet:£    is  l>  coiiliderable   farmer,  and  a  yet  greater 
iihproVei' ;  he  h^s  built  12  new  farm  houfes,  alfo  30 
cabbiiis  that  have  90  cows,  and  each  twt>  to  foUt 
acred,  at  20Sk  an  acre»     He   has  tried  potatoes  with 
the  plough,  inftead  of  the  trenching  way^  he  manured 
two  acres  of  ftl-ong  land   with   400  load  of  dung, 
which  he  ploughed  in,  and  then  dibbled  the  fets  in, 
15  inciidi  fquare^  he  hand-hoed  them  twice,  and  got 
176  bari^els  per  acre*     The  common  crops  do  not  ex- 
ceed 90  barrels*      He  has  generally  feven  or  eig}\,t 
acres  of  turnips,  and  two  olr  three  of  cabb^ges^  With 
which  he  feeds  both  cattle  and  iheep,  aftd  with  great 
fuccef^i    He  praftices  tillage  principally  to  ta-fng  hi« 
land  into  order,  and  throws   it  into .  the   followih^ 
courfe :  I.  Fallow*    a.  Wheat.    3.  Clover  6r  trefoile, 
Cwo  years* 

When  he  fows  barley  on  potatoe  lands  he  gets  20 

barrels  an  acre.     One  article  in  the  management  0/ 

his  eft^te  cannot  be  too  much  praifed  :  wherever  ic 

lets  a  farm  th^t  has  only  a  common  ordinary  cabbiti 

4m  it,  he  obliges  the  new  tenant  to  build  a  good  hou^ 

4of  ftone  and  flate,  allowing  him  confidetably  towards 

the  expence.     The  common  courfe  of  crops  here  i«, 

I.  Fallew.     2.  Whefft,  yielding  from  feven  to  nine 

bai'rels*     3*  Sark'y^  15  barrels*    4.  Oats,  15  ko  2d* 

.5.  Ueft  for  g'Tai'^ 

4 

The  poor  here  have  all  t)f  them  potatoes,  "it  ht 
^s    tficir  durig  will  go:   when  they  hire* ^rkfs' jand 

F  2  '  '    '  '     "to 
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to  plant  them  on,  the    iccount  of  an  acre  is    as 

follows :  J 

10  barrels  of  feed,  at  js*  4d«  -         -     i   13    4 

Planting,  cutting,  &c.          -  -            i   10     o 

.  Second  trenching          -          •  -         o  15     o. 

Weeding         •         -         -         -  -.       026. 

Taking  up,  40  men  a  day  at  jd.  -^        i     34 

Rent        ^         -         -         -  -^loo 
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The  average  crop  80  barrels,  which  is  2s.  ad.  a  bar* 
rel  prime  coft.  They  have  them  the  year  round  in 
plenty^  they  are  cheaper  than  oatmeal,  and  are 
liked  better*  They  fow  very  little  flax,  fome  none  at 
all.  Many  of  them  are  mafter  of  a  ear  and  horfe^ 
with  which  they  w6rk  foi'  hire ;  alfo  one  or  two  pigs, 
and  much  poultry  by  means  of  their  potatoes. 

Leaving  General  Walfii's,  paffed.a  fine  wood  on 
the  rights  within  a  wall.  See  much  good  wheat 
and  here  to  Athy-  Going  through  that  town.fhe  road 
leads  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Barrow,  which  wind^ 
through  tfafc  vale  to  the  right  ^  the  verdure  beautifu}, 
anil  the  country  pleafant^  Pafs  over  much  light  dry 
fandy  gravelly  loamy  as  fine  turnip  land  as  I  ever 
law,  but  not  one  cultivated  in  the  couati-y*  It  is  this 
foil  all  tlie  way  from  Athy  to  Carlow  ;  lets  frQniJ[6s. 
to  20s.  an  acre.  The  courfes  are:  i.  Fallow.  2. 
Whcaty  yielding  five  or  fix  barrels.  Alfo,  i.  Fallow, 
2.  Wheat.  3.  Oats^  and  grafs  feeds,  or  left  to  tucf 
itfelf.     They  ufe  lime  with  fucceft  :  they  have  gra- 

1»  but  that  does  beft  for  ftrong  lands,  and  this  upoit 

land 
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land  formed  for  20  barrels  an  acre  of  barley  after  tur«* 
nips*  Thefe  people  by  the  Norfolk  huibzndTf 
would  make  a  crown  where  they  now  receive  fix- 
pence* 

Cajlled  on  Mr.  Vicars  at  Ballynakill,  a  confi* 
derable  grazier,  who  farms  near  2000  acres  in  dif- 
ferent counties.  His  hufbandty  confifts  chiefly  of 
feeding  (heep  and  bullocks :  one  (beep  fyftem  is  to 
keep  ewes  for  breeding,  the  fale  being  three  year  old 
wethers,  fome  of  the  oldeftewes  and  the  wool.  The 
wethers  fell  from  20  to  2Ss.  each,,  and  the  quantity  of 
wool  2i  to  a  ftone  (the'ftoneof  wool  in  Ireland  i6Ib.) 
Another  fyftem  is  to  buy  in  ewes*in  autumn,  and  to 
fell  the  lambs  fat,  and  then  the  ewes.  Grazing,  in 
this  country,  confifts  in  buying  bullocks  in  o^ber, 
at  5  or  61.  each  \  give  them  fome  hay  in  bad  weather, 
and  fell  them  fat,  with  40  or  50s.  profit*  Cows  are 
bought  in  in  may,  and  fold  fat  from  harveft  to  au- 
tumn. Many  dairies,  not  let  to  labourers,  but  kept 
for  making  butter ;  a  cow  will  make  icwt.  at  2I.  los. 
and  the- calf  4s.  The  cabbins  let  here  at  20s.  each, 
and  30s.  they  pay  for  the  pafturage  of  a  cow,  which 
they  a)l  keep^     The  account  of  potatoes  is  : 


£■    '-  d. 

Rent,           -            .            . 

- 

500 

Eight  barrels  of  feed,  4S«  6d. 

- 

I   lb    0 

Putting  in       -         - 

- 

2  10    0 

Taking  up      - 

I   10    0 

^ 

10  x6    0 

The 
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The  average  crop  6q  barrels,  prime.  coA  dierefari 
^.  6d.     Average  rent  of  the  whole  county  of  Car<« 

lOWy     15s. 

Passed  on  to  Mr.  Browne  at  Brownfhill,  who  has 
built  a  very  good  and  convenient  houfe,  in  ail  open 
fituation,  commanding  an  extenilve  profped ;  gained 
here  feveral  articles  of  information  relative  to  the 
fame  neighbourhood  as  Mr.  Vicar  h  in*      They 
plough  chiefly  with  6xen,  lour  ;n  a  plough,  but  do 
not  half  an  acre  a  day,  which  is  a  quantity  four 
horfes  will  do  eafily.     Tillage  is  very  much  increafed 
here,  and  almoft  intirely  owing  to  the  inland  pre- 
miums 'f  the   people  alfo.  increafe  much.      Tythes 
are,  Wheat  5s.     Bere  4s*    Barley  3s*    Oats  2S.  6d« 
Mowing-ground  3s.  and  of  fheep  in  kind.  Through** 
out  the  county  of  Carlow  the  hiring  tenant  is  in  get 
neral  the  occupier,  except  in  fmall  pieces.     In  front 
of  Mr.  Browne's  houfe  is  a  mountain,  which  I  re-* 
marked  was  cultivated  very  high  up  the  fide ;  and 
upon  enquiry  found  that  it  was  done  by  cottars,  who 
pay  the  high  rent  of  los.  an  acre  in  order  to  improve; 
they  pare  it  with  a  plough,  and  burn  the  furrow^ 
lime  and  fallow  it  for  wheat,  of  -whicli  they  get  fix 
barrels  per  acre  ;  after  which  they  fow  oats,  and  get 
10  barrels,  laying  down   with   grafs  feeds.      Some 
they  reclaim  with  potatoes.     Much  of  the  moun*" 
tain  is  wet,  fo  that  they  arc  forced  to  drain  it  with 
open  quts, 

Mr.  BuoyeWF.  keeps  800  fheep,  which  confift  of 
aoo  ewes  ;     100  ditto,  two  years  old  j    100  ditto, 
.three  years  old  wethers;    200  ditto  one  year  old,^ 
ditto  hog^its  i  zoo  lambs  ;  and  he  fells  every  year 

i%Q  three 
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'  •  no  tlufeeyears  oH  wethers,  at  %i% .        1 50    o    Ti 
"'  80  cufiM  ewcs^  at'i^^s.  -  64.    o  '  0 

•  aioftonebf  wool,  at  16s.      "  '-  176'    o    d 


•  •  •   » 


iW-«^ 


•  .  •       •  •  •     ■ 
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In  the.  winter  they  eat  2^  t6n«  of  hay; 

iFfiAfe^  of  a  very  fpirited   farmer  it  CJarlow,  "a 

Mjt.  Fftmllten,  on  whom  ^I  Ihould  have  teilTea,*  bit 

"^as  told  that  he  \his  ah(ent.     He  fits  gone  fo  much 

info  fhe  turnfp  hulbandry  as-  to  have' 100'  adres  in  a 

yeat^^ild  eight  or  ten  acrei  oP cabbages -"^(ows  them 

mucb  on  pare<l  and  burnt  land  ;  kec^s  by  their  means 

a  vftft  fk)^  of  Cittle  5  fall-feeds  many  buHoclcs,  buy- 

.  ing'ftraw  foi^  litter  in  order  to  malee  dung  ;  befides 

viiilch  iie  bqys  att  the  dung  he  can,  and  tiurns  mueh 

Yivos^f  tikirfg  in  Ihort  every  means  to  keep  his  hmds  ' 

clcsuiaifelin  'good  heart.     Such  an  example-ought  fo 

be  powerfljl  in  •  creating  imitators, .  but  Tcould  net 

fmd  M  hub  any  fuch  .vffeft  among   the'  coifttncbi 

farlnerd.  ^  / 

;  Jyik^.-^,  loft  firewnfliiU,  .and  taddag  thecroail  (o 

Laugh)in;4iri4ga»  Kallcd  On  *  Mr.  James^  fatter  at 

Sallys',  ^tefy^^&iye.snd  mtdligeht  fjnnsrupon'a 

..confidw^^lp^Ci^.^:  He.J»s  generally  'iour.Qr^fi^e 

acres  o!*,  ^c^bbagpsg.  whjclnhe  ofe^^iDP  his  iat  wetkers 

of  four  years  old ;   the  produce  of  them  he  finds 

^eatfr,  .aifd  Che  Ai^p<Hke:tlsbnrbs0eer*ttKln  tnriiips. 

^tte  has^foQif  tiiflos  20  ^ores  Qli*tumtpa»  mi  hoos  thci|n 

^  ati«    -T^s^ysaf  nei|e.*^It  is  a  fig9  tiiexoktvati^n  Is 

.  ^iJC^  wc^^^ uad«j^iU>Q4  i9.9  cqittttary^^  when.^  ptaielfais 

, .  ,  F  4  one 
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one  year  20  acres,  and  another  none.  A  piintiptl 
part  of  the  advantage  of  the  confumption  is  loft,  if 
the  cattle  fyftem .  is  not  regularly  arranged  with  ta 
eye  to  the  turnip  crop.  Mr.  Butler  buys  every  year 
forty-year  old  beafts,  at  from  30  to408t  Keeps  them 
till  three  years  and  an  half  old,  and  then  fells  them 
fat.  Alfo  20  bullocks,  at  jl,  which  he  fells  fat  at 
81.  His  cows  he  buys  in  mny,  from  3lr  to  3!.  xos, 
each.  The  profit  40s.  a  head.  The  bcft  grafa  will 
.  carry  a  bullock  an  acre.  His  iheep  fyftem  is  to  buy 
three  year  old  wethers  in  o£tober,  at  25s.  each,  he 
begins  to  fell  in  the  fpring,  and  continues  through 
the  fuifuner,  at  34s,  In  the  winter  they  have  hay. 
His  ifipfoved  courfe  of  crops  is  ;  j.  Turnips,  or 
cabbages.  2«  Barley,  yielding  20  barrels  an  acre. 
3.  Clmrer,  and  upon  that  graffcs  afterwards  to  lay 
down.  The  courfes  general  are,  i.  Fallow.  2. 
Wheat  7 1  barrels  an  acre,  3,  Barley.  4,  Oats. 
I.  Potatoes.  2.  Wheat.  3.  Barley,  14  barrels  an 
acre.  4.  Oats,  X2  ditto.  5.  Fallow,  and  then  as 
above.  Their  lands  let  at  30s.  an  acre,  being  a  very 
good  jloney  loam.  Moft  in  this  neighbourhood  were 
grazing  ones,  carrying  bullocks  and  iheep  ;  but  fmce 
;Uie  premiums  on  land»carridge  corn,  they  have  been 
broken  up,  and  are  now  as  one  to  20.  The  number 
of  iheep  particularly  is  fo  much  leflened,  that  only 
four  perfons,  Mr.  Bunbury,  the  two  Mr.  Bernards, 
and  Mr.  Keef,  had,  %o  years  ago,  more  iheep  among 
them  th«n  there  are  jiow  in  the  whole  county. 

Haviko  taken  a  ihort  walk  with  Mr.  Butler, 
paflcd  on  to  Captain  Mercer's  mill  at  Laughlin-bridge. 
1  had  been  told  that  this  was  one  of  the  moil  conii* 
rferable  mills  in  Ireland  |  and  had  a  letter  of  recom- 
mendation 
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mendation  to  l/b.  Mecet,  whicH  thiou^  ^aifekC* 
fiefs  I  had  loft.    I  did  sot  care^  however,  to  p^ 
without  (eeiog  the  mill^  drove  dovra  to  it,  and  )m  in 
the  aukw^rd  fituation  of  es^plaining  myielf  to  be  « 
traveller  —  what  I  wanted  -<—  from  whence  I  came  «-« 
and  fo  Urth  :  but  the  good-nature  and  politehefs  of 
Mr.  Mercer  prefently  dii&plted  the  difagreeaUenefi 
of  thofe  firft  explanatory  moments.    He  (hewed  me 
the  mill,  and  explained  every  thing  with  the  tttmoft 
civility.     It  is  very  large  and   convenient,  grinds 
15,000  barrels  a  year,  and  if  there  was  a  briiker  de^ 
mand  could  do  yet  more.     I  foiihd  the  fame  necef- 
fity  of  kiln-drying  here  as  at  Slaine,  and  made  the 
fame  obfervation,  that  the  wh&at  was  none  of  it  of 
a  fine  bright  colour,  like  what  is  common  in  Eng- 
land.    The  farmers  alfo  drefi  dieir  corn  in  fo  flo- 
yenly  a  manner,  that  th^re  is  the  fame  neceffity  of 
drefling  it  over  again,  for  which  very  powerful  ma- 
chines are  contrived.     The  whole  is  very  well  cal- 
culated for.  (Aving  labour  in  every  operation,  and  only 
eight  hands  are  employed.    After  the  mill  was  built, 
Mr.  Mercer  made  many  alterations  of  bis  own,  t^ 
render  it  more  Ample  and  ciFe^ive,  which  have  fully 
anfwered  his  expe^ations.     The  barrel,  of  bran  here 
is  four  ftone,  and  fells  for.  8d.    Mr.  Mercer  has  tried 
feeding  cattle  witb  it,  but  could  never  make  more 
than  6d.  by  it ;  has  alfo  fattened  hogs  with  it  ^  but 
in  no  ufe  will  it  pay  more  than  6d« 

NoTHXNO  interefting  from  hence  to  Kilfaine.  I 
few  fome  very  good  crops  of  wheat,  but  the  country 
is  bleak,  and  wjuits  wood.  Reached  Gervas  Parker 
Buflic's,  Efqj  at  that  place  in  the  evening,  who  re^r 
ceived  me  with  a  politenefs  equalled  only  by  the  va- 
lue of  his  intelligence^ 

JUX.Y 


fe  ^'^rcat  com  ©ne.     Cilkd  it  {^tiA  -ftiirnnf,  "anS 

\  ^,  y jfiWflP'  Mw^*  jMlifti  Lof4  CiMni«k:'%.ft^  .5y W<?h 

jviajciQifs  vuuiaei;  ai)  t^^  other  fi(U.  t^e^iv4e;r :  a  knolei 
p^^awif  jd,ie|  afnong[,tabqn,,withar(ificiiJ.riun&  h|^9 
jt^  hut  the  ^tuatiin  isr^npt  in  uAifon.  with  tb^  idoa  of 
i^^ fiUfii^  jceiy  rarclj  K^ic^d  to  effedl,  unlefe  ia  letired 
•^(JlHi^isg^chply  fpots-  The  rive/  U  a  very  fiijie  onC| 
axiui'iias.a  good  accQfnpanyment  of  well-grown  wood. 
IPfpip^  th^e  pottage  4  mpre  varied,  fcene  is-  viewed^ 
^he^r^ul  apd  pleafiog;.  and  from  the  teat,  in  the  far- 
ther .plantation,  .a  yet  gaye^  one,  which  Igpks  dowjj 
on  feveral  b^nds  ojf  the  riv^r. 


-  >- 


'\  Ir  was  rmpoffiWe  foi"  any^ohe  to  tJce  more  pains;  that 
I  Aouldbewell  infonrred  of  every  particular  cpncem- 
<fig'hi4ftanri'ry,thanMr.  Bliihe;  thcfcflMwingparticUi 
tar«  I  owe  to- his  moft  ample  inteltigence.'-  About  Kil- 
faine^  fattn^rife  generally  from  i-ooto  ao6  acres,*  ahiong 
kiafiy  v^ry  (kiaU  ones,  but  fearcely  any  fa  high  as  460^ 
«be  foij.^  dry  found -gl^eH^f  loam,  with  many'flones^, 
mvich  in<:linabl^  to  faiid.  -As  fine  turiitp  Jand  a^  itny 
in  the  world ;  as  to-  f^f^i  there  aro  thrce-'fifths  of  ft 
eood  land,  at  20s.  an  acre  :  one-fifth  worfe,  and  fit 
for  pftfture,*  t^%\  and  another  mountain  dnd  land  of 
little  value  :  the  firft  nothing  ;  the  other  5s.  average 
3s.  and  general  average  i6s.  The  courfes  of  crops 
"^re,  I /Fallow.  2.  Wheat,  fow  one  barrel,  and  get 
cm  an  average  fix. '  '3.fiarley,  the  crop  ten  barrels* 
4.  Oats,  the  crop  eight  ditto ;  or,  i.  Fallow.  *  2, 
'• '    ^  Wheat. 
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Wheat*  3;  09,U.  i ,  fUl^fv^  ^. '  Wlleat,  sri^kk 
furprized  me  muck,  for  it  is  very  cohtrar^  t^  th^ 
fpirit  of  iticce£ve  crops,  i.  Potat^ieft«  a.  Wheat. 
3.  Sarlef r  4.  Oats.  i.  Potatoes.  a,.8€r6orepteli 
barrels.     3.  Barley.    4.  Oacs«      '  .       i 

Tkby  plough  three  or  four  timca  {or  wheat,  fow  froth 
the  end  of  Keptemher  to  tbe  midiis  of  fioremher^The  &rft 
.plouf^ing  is  not  tiJL  majc  tor  June,  ai>d  ifmetiilie^,  sys 
i  have  fcen,  not  tUl  July ,  whrch  t&  terribletnani^qneHf* 
They  never  fow  barley  till  apri},  and  o6e^  may. 
Peafe  they  only  fow  on  land  which  they  thinlc  ia  not 
in  heart  £os  oats,  and  the  erdps  mifqraUe,  as  nof 
be  fuf^poifed-  They  fotnetimes  bum  low  rufty  b^ 
toms,  and  fow  rape  on  thsm,  but  not  often^  ^6> 
fut:h  thing  as  tor^ips  among  the  connnon  facmers, 
thooigh  .they  have  an '  excellent  tumtp-foU,  Mt« 
Buihe  has  'ibme  every  year,  yiriA  which  be  feed^  his 
ihe^.  No  clover.  Mt.  Bulhe  has  had  it  for  f^KlC 
time,  and  found  the  greateft  adrantage  from  it*  A 
little  flax  for  their  oyirn  \i{c.  .  Potatoes  veey  gcoeraUjr 
ciUtivated,  and  take  all  th&  dvng  of  the  faii6  %  <<Xe 
poor,  who  raife  wha^  dui^g  they  can,,  have  \^9d  4f« 
.the  farmers  gratis,  if  they  manure  it  w^f.  ini^tder 
to  p^ant  poutoes,  which  here  is  the  moft  g^^efill  ^u)r 
ture  pf  that  voot.    The  account.   -  .  t 


Dunging  240  load 
12  barrels  of  feed,  at  3s 
Planting- with  a  plough 
Weeding     - 
Taking  up  ^ 
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Plough  thetti  in,  and  then  trench  tbc  fiirrowf, 
Crop  40  barrels.  The  beft  fort  arc  the  ydlow  po- 
tatot,  ,alfo  the  wife  for .  produce.  The  Tttrk^  which 
\%  the  Englifh  Howard  or  Clufter^  they,  plant  on  poor 
land,  and  never  beftow  any  dung  on  it,  yet  gdt 
great  crops ;  but  they  reckon  it  a  very  bad  fort. 
They  kre  beginning  to  cultivate  the  mountains; 
the  inclofures  creep  up  the  fides  -gradually ;  pay  2d. 
to  4s.  In  acre,  but  improve  to  be  worth  8  or  10$. 
•They  do  it  with  limeflone  gravel,  or  begin  with  po- 
tatoes, and  dung  ;  the  gravel  they  carry  two  miles 
to  three.  Lime  is  a  coihmon  manure ;  lay  80  bar- 
rels an  acre;  does  beft  on  light  land,  and  gravel 
oft  ftoney.  Burn  it  themfelves.  Onef  barrel  of 
culm,  at  as.  bums  5  barrels  of  lime  5  16  miles  from 
the  coal-pits.  Qukrring  and  burning  3d.  a  barrel. 
,  Drawing  ftone  to  the  kiln  id.  or  i|d.  ditto.  Lime- 
ftone  gravel  is  very  general,  and  the  benefit  pro- 
digious. They  have  fome  they  call  lime^'lbone  which 
which  is  a  fort  of  fand-flone  that  breaks  very  eafily. 
Lay  200  to  300  loads,  6  or  7  cwt.  each,  an  acre. 
Four  horfes  ^U  draw  120  load  a  day,  each  load  \\% 
barrel,  and  the  diftance  40  perch,  this  is  180  barrels,  or 
710  buihels,  which  is  24  loads,  at  30  buihels  each; 
which,  I  believe,  is  more  than  four  horfes  ufually  per- 
form in  Engl^ind, .  and.  is  a  proof,  .that  giving  every 
•horfe  hi$  own  work  e:i:pedite$  ^  it.  Raifing  and 
fcrecning  the  fand  from-large  ftone,  i^d.  a  car  load. 
It  will  laft  in  flrong  heart  feveral  years,  and  be  per- 
ceived 15.  As^to  laying  land  to  grafs,  they  in  ge- 
jieval  do  it  only  by  leaving  the  foil  to  cover  itfelf 
with  the  fpontaneous  growth.  Grafs  land  for  mea- 
dow is  very  valuable.  About  the  town  of  Kilkenny, 
3L,lo  31.  an  acre  ;  and  at  a  difiance  there  is  a  cufiom 
of  the  little  tillage-farmers  hiring  the  crop  of  hay 
of  a  gentkman  or  farmer,  and  giving  him,  merely 

for 
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for  the  hay,  3l.,to  5L  an  acre,  they  taking' aff  the 
expences  upon  themfelves,  and  not  having  the  after* 
grafs.     Dairies  common  on  the  hills  Cn  coarfe  grafs, 
at  I  OS.  or  I2S.  an  acre.     A  good  cow  will  give  three 
gallons  and  an  half  of  milk  a  day,     ^s  they  (ell  all 
the  butter-milk,  they  have  little  notion  of  keeping 
hogs,  on  account  of  dairies.     In  winter,  the  cows 
that  give  milk  have  hay  ;   the  others  ftraw  :   all  run 
abroad.     !Few  grazing  farms,  but  in  the  baronjr  of 
Cranagh  there  are  fome.     Value  of  ^  cow^s  hide  15s. 
to  1 8s,  per  cwt.     Sheep  are  kept  in  fmall  parcels; 
they  fell  ftore  wethers  two  or  three  years  old,  at  i6s« 
to  20s.  in  June  or  July.     Woo(  about  3  to  a  ilone. 
The  price  of  wool  i6s.  but  20  years  ago^  12s.     No 
fuch  thing  as  folding.     They  plough  generally  with 
four  horfes,  and  do  above  half  an  acre  a  day,  laying 
their  lands  on  6  feet  ridges.     They  give  their  horfes 
okts.     Hire  of  a  car,  a  horfe,  and  a  driver,  is.  4d. 
In  hiring  and  flocking  a  farm,  they  reckon  a  year's 
rent  ntceflary  $  if  they  have  lefs,  they  never  kOQ>ir. 
whether  they  are  to  fink  or  fwim.     Land  fells  at  21 
years  purchafe  ;   not  quite  fo  well  as  it  did  5  or  6 
years  ago,  the  renti  fallen  fii)c.e  nttirch   1775*  ^  fe- 
venth.     County  cefs  not  a  (hilling  an  acr?.     Tyfhes 
compounded  g^nerally^  wheat  8s.  here  7$.  barley  ^s^ 
o^ts  4s...  mowing  ground  4s.  pcafe  4s.     No  manu* 
factory  of  confequence ;   but  blankets  are  made  at 
Kilkenny^     Tfaf  leafes  are  all  for  21  or  31  years,  as- 
the  whole  country  is  roman  catholic.     Much  land 
is  in  the  occupation  of  under  tenants,  who  hire  of 
middle  xnen^  but  generally  under  old  leafes  $  when 
land  was   at.  its  heigbth,  many  hired   on   fpecola- 
tion,  but  the  fall  has  put  ^  great  ftop  <o  it.    A 
cabbin  and  an  acre  let  at  3I.  35$  and  if  more  land 
40s.  or  42s;  ^n  acre ;  the  cottars  have  maiiy  of- tb^iR 
i  a  cow. 
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A;09w^  and  fome  two^  and  aj)ig  apd  rome  poul try •* 
In  refpedt  to  their  condition,,  they  have  their  belly 
full  of  BOtatoe$9  and.  th^r  children  eat  them  all  day 
long ;  all  cattle  lay  witl^  them  in  the  .cabbins* 
Scarcity  of  fud  is  the  ^prft.  circumftance.  No 
cmigratipiis.  The  ge^ieiral  ttate  of  the. poor  will  ap- 
pear from  the  following  account  of  Mr.  Bnfhe's 
hay-makers  ^  he  was  obliging  enough  to  make  them 
all,  appear  in  array»  suid  anfw^r  to  the  queftions  I 
put  to  thenu  The  following  are  the  average^  of  the 
particulars  they  gave  me. 

No*  of  fouls  in  each  cabbin  6i 

^      Acres  of  land         -         -      S^      ^' 

Cows  -  ,      -        ^     I 

-Horfes  -         *    .     -^        b 

.      Hog?     .      r-'       -*        -       ii     /      ' 

61  fouls  per  ckbbin^  art  a  popufttioA  orie  wiuld  not? 
ilftiiBigitie?  c^fd  fee  refidcnt  in  fuch  mean  habitatibn^^ 
Bttt  they  fWariH  with  childttm  to  the  fe^e  of  the  moft 
iMtffehtive*  obferVer#'-  fhfcjr  hffvc  *-  ptaftice  hens 
Wtiidi '.nMid\  defcrv«  ftttdrttidh:  ihteey  four,  five, 
feven,  ^. .  little  farifierg  #Hl  tak^'  ^  Ib/ge  farm  in 
partfterflxip;  T^tfVAM'  be?  ti^ual  in  fcorfils,  cows, 
^d  jhetf^^  and  tolersMy  fd  in  olifbet  ctrdutriftances  ; 
they dtvideevery  SkH amon^ themfeh^k ^^daUy,  and 
do  aQ  the  labooir  bf  it  upak  tfieir  feparace  atscountft  ) 
irfiftkig  i«aak  ocher  mlitttally:  tb^  tieVerjEhrow-  thi 
Whole  into  one  ftock  and  divide  the  profit,  from 
fiifpidonfi,  I  fn^pofir  thfey  httve  of  (omt  anlother* 
Prite  of  impleih«nts.  A  Qiu*  ii«  los.  i  boarded  one 
aL«2s.  A  ploi^gh  il.  5Sb  A  pair  96  barrows  t5s« 
9uilding  >a  labo«krer'«  .rabbin  ia  the'CeimnoA  man-^ 
l^r  $1.  Pitto^  of  ftene  and  OfCte,  ^K  for  a  fktm 
^ff0f\ktt  of  50  aoffes,  of  ^jie .  and  ilafe  zool.  to  add 
.,  50acrea 
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»VWf  k«?^ngi  ^«n!«ji,<w#ips$.  tli^,,froparatiijB 
foil  badtejt»  ^.^  iK^ch^  1^  :*foii^  f^vfic,  ^m^  upoi) 
tb;^  whfiff  ^7'^t}^f  ^  tbe  Koi^olJciiui^aniiryv  asvd  fbcre 
caiviQt  b^  tufitter.  It  ibowd..1|a  e«itcnclcd  .osref  aU  the 
arilbk  land  wjierevq:  it  jst.pra(^ij:;pl,  He.lus'tbis 
ye^r  a  vjpxy  fi^e  eiap .  of  wbej^^fgwif  upoju  e^e  ^rtjii 

Wj  W  ^4  ^^h  ^"^  ^^  ^W^g^  /rox».'  ^e.  r^dr.Wprmv 
Inidie^fpf^'blJ,  cc^nfifl^  bk  cattle  to  t^^fa^g^^ 
yard  for.  JOXa^UJg,  .dung^.^^  mixes  it  in  CQf»P9f!^ 
wi tb  f^uMs  and  Ixme«    tie-  h^^  ^ii  J£CfonQmif:aVprii^ice 

which  dgC^rvejS  ;att^nfionr ',  A-^*^^®  ^^"^P^  i?  ^Jl 
toen'.bpiiig  ^  i^^yx2X  Yxmf^-yAn.]  It'.ii/a^.^^fj 
kept  xiigbtjai^d  dajf  pt  kfe  t^iji  pp  expcacaj  foj:-fhf 
lime  m^r^^. thwi 'pays  ^hq;  culiPf  .  It  ^  not  at/sail  un-; 
whQlcforoe#  and  the  firei,  f^r^ujlinary  purpofe^i9-5X>^ 
cellen^       •*.,.•  .  ^    • 

■•  t> 
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JvhYn^X^^t  Kilf^ine  :_ftjr.  ^uflie  a,ccompa|iied[ 

me  tp.Wpigdftock,  the  kl\^o(.  Sir  ,W.  <F?wws. 
t*roin  ^bo^jii|pwn  bithQr.;is.,4he  AneH  nide  J  jhay^ 
yet  had  in  .^p^anc!^  •  The  W^^^  leaving  Thpj^aftp.WI 
leads  "Op^^^e  pff'.£d«'of  't.be  ^ivpr,  tbrQUj^b^jfom^ 
Beautiful  coyfe'  yrooi.^  whicbj  befoie  they  ^ere  cut| 
mihl  j[iav&  ^had^  a  molt .  iv>tlA  f feft^,  witb  ^h?  riycf 
Kore  witvdija^*  at  the  boWbi.;. /the  ,c«uivti;y  *  Aeij 
o.pcns^ "  ana.  jrow  pgfs  njiofl:;  ,p/  the'  way !  for  ,^ 
or  feVen  >ib^  >o  .  Iiiqifteagu^. .  on  a  ;'(^ftv*kj 
Ihelving  down  to  the  river,  which  takes  a  Varied 
jHja^y  courfe,    fometimes  lively,    breaking  over 

a  rocky 


i  tocJiiy  l>ettom,  it  othien  ftill  and  d«ef^  uiH}ef  tM 
gloom  of  feme  fine  woods,  which  hang  down  thcf 
fides  of  fteep  hills.  Narrow  flips  of  meadow  of  a 
beaittifal  verdure  in  fenitf-  pilaces-  form  flie  Aore,  Md 
unite  with  cultivated  fields  that  fpread  drrtr  the  ad- 
joining bills,  reaching  almoft  the  t&ounl!ain  tofisr 
thefc  are  large  and  bold,  and  give  in  general  to  t!hS 
fccne  features  of  great  magnfficcnce.  Pafled  Sir 
John  Hafler's,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  rivfer, 
finely  fituated,  and  Mr.  NichoIfon*s  farm  on  thli 
fide,  who  has  very  extenfive  copfes,  which  line  the 
river.  Coming  in  fight  of  Sir  W.  Fownes's,  the 
fcenery  is  ftriking,  the  roaci  mounts  the  fide  of  the 
hill,  and  commands  the  river  at  the  bottom  of  the 
declivity,  with  groups  of  trees  prettily  fcattefed,  and 
the  little  borough  of  Inneftcague,  in  a  moff  piftu- 
refque  fituation  j  the  whole  bounded  by  liiountains. 
Crofs  the  bridge,  and  going  through  the  town,  tdke 
a  pa.th  that  leads  to  a  fmall  building  in  the  woo^s, 
called  Mount  Sanford  ;  it  is  at  the  top  of  a*  rocky 
declivity  almoft  perpendicular,  but  with  brufh  wood 
growing  from  the  rocks.  At  the  bottom  is  the  river, 
which  comes  from  the  right,  from  behind  a  very 
bold  hanging  wood, '  that  feems  to  unite  with  the 
hill  on  the  oppofite  fliore  :  at  this  pafs  the  river  fill$ 
the  vale,  but  it  widens  by  degrees,  and'  prefents  va- 
rious reaches,  intermixed  with  little  tufts  of  trees^ 
the  bridge  we  pafled  over  is  half  hid.  Innifteague 
ii  mixed  with  them,  and  its  buildings  backed  by  a 
larger  Wood,  give  variety  to  the  fcene.  Oppofite  to 
the  point  of  view  there  are  fome  pretty  inclofures, 
fringed  with  wood,  and  a  line  of  cultivated  motmtain 
fides,  with  their  bare  tops  limit  the  uriicle. 
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Taking  my  leave  of  Mn  Bufhe,  I  followed  thq 
toad  to  Roffi.  Pafled  Woodftock,  of  which  there  is  a 
very  fine  view  from  the  top  of  one  of  the  hills,  the  houfe 
in  the  centre  of  a  floping  wood  of  500  Engliih  acres, 
and  hanging  in  one  noble  fhade  to  the  river,  which 
flows  at  the  bottom  of  a  winding  glen.  From  the 
fame  hill  in  front  it  is  feen  in  a  winding  courfe  for 
many  miles  through  a  great  extent  of  inclofures, 
bounded  by  mountains.  As  I  advanced,  the  views 
of  the  river  Nore  were  very  fine,  till  I  came  to  Rofs, 
where  from  the  hill,  before  you  go  down  to  the  ferry, 
is  a  noble  fcene  of  the  Barrow,  a  vaft  river  flowing 
through  bold  fhores,  in  fome  places  trees  on  the  bank 
half  obfcure  it ;  in  others  it  opens  in  large  reaches, 
the  eiFe£l  equally  grand  and  beautiful.  Ships  fail- 
ing up  to  the  town,  which  is  built  on  the  fide  of  a 
hill  to  the  water's  edge,  enliven  the  fcene  not  a 
littlq.  The  water  is  very  deep,  and  the  navigation 
fecure,  fo  that  (hips  of  700  tons  may  come  up 
to  the  town ;  but  thefe  noble  harbours,  on  the  coaft 
of  Ireland,  are  only  melancholy  capabilities  of  com* 
merce :  it  is  languid  and  trifling*.  There  are  only 
four  or  five  brigs  and  floops  that  belong  to  the 
place. 

Havinq  now  paflTed  through  a  confiderable  ex« 
tent  of  country,  in  which  the  white  boys  were  very 
common,  and  committed  many  outrages,  I  ihali 
here  review  the  intelligence  I  received  concerning 
them  throughout  the  county  of  Kilkenny.  I  made 
many  inquiries  into  the  origin  of  thofe  difturbances, 
and  found  that  no  fuch  thing  as  a  leveller,  or  white 
boy,  was  heard  of  till  1760,  which  was  after  the  land-^ 
ing  of  Thurot,  or  the  intended  expedition  of 
M.  Conflans.  That  no  foreign  coin  was  ever  feeti 
smong  them,  though  reports  to  the  contrary  were 
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circulated  ;  and  in  all  the  evidence  that  was  taken, 
during  ten  to  twelve  years,  in  which  time  there  ap- 
peared a  variety  of  informers  ;  none  were  taken, 
whofe  teftimony  could  be  relied  on,  that  ever  proved 
any  foreign  intcfpofition.  Thofe  very  few  who 
attempted  to  favour,  it,  were  of  the  moft  infamous 
and  ,perjured  charafters.  All  the  reff,  whofe  intereft 
it  was  to  make  the  difcovery,  if  they  had  known  it, 
and  who  concealed  nothing  dfe,  pretended  to  no 
fuch  knowledge.  No  foreign  money  appeared  ;  no 
arms  of  foreign  conftruction  ;  no  prefumptive  proof 
whatever  of  fuch  a  connection.  They  began  in 
Tipperary,  and  were  owing  to  fome  inclofures  of 
commons,  which  they  threw  down,  levelling  the 
ditches  5  and  were  firft  known  by  the  name  of 
levellers.  After  that  they  begun  with  the  tythe- 
proiSlors  (who  art  men  that  hire  tythes  of  the  rec- 
tors) and  thefe  prOiSlors  either  fcrewed  the  cottars 
up  to  the  utmoft  fhilling,  or  re-let  the  tythes  to  fuch 
as  did  it.  It  was  a  common  pracStice  with  them  to 
go  in  parties  about  the  country,  fwearing  many  to 
be  true  to  them,  and  forcing  them  to  join,  by  me- 
naces, which  they  very  often  carried  into  execution. 
At  laft  they  fet  up  to  be  general  redrcffers  of  griev- 
ances-^—punifhed  all  obnoxious  perfoas  who  ad- 
vanced the  value  of  lands,  or  hired  farms  over  their 
heads  ;  and  having  taken  the  adminiftration  of  juf- 
tice  into  their  own  hands,  were  not  very  exaft  in  the 
diftribution  of  it.  Forced  mafters  to  releafe  their 
apprentices,  carried  ofF  the  daughters  of  rich  far- 
mers, ravilhed  them  into  marriages,  of  which  four 
inftances  happened  in  a  fortnight.  They  levied 
fums  of  money  on  the  middling  and  lower  farmers, 
in  order  to  fupport  thei):  caufe,  by  paying   attor- 
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nieS)  8cc.  in  defending  profecutions  agaihft  them;  and 
many  of  them  fubfifted  for  fome  years  without  work, 
fupported  by  thefe  contributions.     Sometimes  they 
committed   feveral    confiderable   robberies,  breaking^ 
into  houfeSj  and  taking  money,  under  pretence  of 
tedreffing  grievances.     In  the  courfe  of  thefe  out- 
rages,   they   butnt    feveral    houfcs,    and    deftroyed 
the  whole    fubftance  of  rtien    obnoxioUs  to    them. 
The    barbarities    they    committed    were    fliocking* 
'One  of  their  ufual  puniflimerits  (and  by  no  means 
the  moft    fevere)  was  taking   people   otit    of  their 
beds^   carrying  them  nakfed   in    Winter,    on   horfe- 
faack,    for  feme  diftance,    arid    burying    thetn    up 
to  their  chin  in  a  hole  filled  With  briai*s,  hot  for- 
getting to  cut  ofF  one  of  their  ears.     Ih  this  manner 
the  evil  exifted  for  eight  or  ten  years,  during  which 
time  the  gentlemen  of  the  country  took  fome  mea- 
fures   to   quell    them.       Many    of    the    magiftrates 
were  aftive  in  apptehendirig  theiii,  but  the  want  of 
evidence  prevented  puniflimfint,  tor  many  of  thofe 
who  even  fufFered  by  them  had   not  fpirit  to  frofe- 
'  cute.     The  gentlemen  of  the  country  had  frequent 
expeditions    t6   difcovef    them   in   arms ;  but  their 
intelligence  was  fo  uncommonly  good  by  their  in- 
fluence over  the  common  people,  that  not  ohe  party 
that  ever  went  out  in  queft  of  them  was  fuccefsfuL 
Government  offered  large  rewards  for  informations, 
which  brought  a  few  every  yeaf  to  the  gallows,  with- 
out any  radical  cure  of  the  evil.     The  reafofi   why 
It  was  not  more  efFe6live  was,   tlie  necellity  of  any 
perfon  that   gave   evidence   agninft   them,    quitting 
their  houfes  and  country,  or  remaining  expofed  to 
their  refentmcnt.     At  laft  their  violence  arofe  to  a 
height  which  bi-ought  on   their   fuppreffion.      The 
Catholic  inhabitants  of  Bally raggct,  fix  miles  from 
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^Kilkenny,  were  the  firft  of  the  lower  people  who 
tlared  openly  to  aiTociate  againft  them  ;   they  threat- 
ened deftrudlion  to  the  town,  gave  notice  that  they 
-  would  attack  it ;  were  as  good  as  their  word,  came 
200  ftrong,  drew  up  before  a  houlfe  in  which  were 
15  armed  men,   and  fired  in  at  the  windows  ;   the 
15  men  handled  their  arms  fo  well,  that  in  a  few 
rounds  they  killed  40  or  50.     They  fled  immediately, 
and  ever   after  left  Ballyragget   in   peace — indeed 
they  have  never  been  refifted  at  all,  without  fliew- 
ing  a  great  want  of  both  fpirit  and  difcipline.     It 
fhould,  however,  be  obferved,  that  they  had  but  very 
few  arms,  thofe  in  bad   order,  and   no  cartridges. 
Soon  after   this    they  attacked    the  houfe  of   Mr. 
Power,  in  Tipperary,  the  hiftory  of  which  is  well 
known.     His  murder  fpirited  up  the  gentlemen  to 
exert  themfelves  in  fuppreiSng  the  evil,  efpecially. 
in  raifmg  fubfcriptions   to  give  private  rewards  to 
whoever  would  give  evidence  or  information   con- 
cerning them.     The  private  diftribution  had  much 
more  efFeA  than  larger  fums  which  required  a  public 
declaration ;     and    government    giving  rewards    to 
thofe  who  refifted,   without  having  previoufly  pro- 
mifed    it,    had   likewife   fome  eflFeft.      Laws  were 
pafTed  for  punifhing  all  who  aflembled,  and   (what 
may  have  a  great  efFeft)  for  recompenfmg,   at  the 
expence  of  the  connty  or  barony,  all  perfons  who 
fufFered  by  their  outrages.     In  confequence  of  this 
general  exertion,  above  20  were  capitally  convifted, 
and  moft  of  them  executed  ;   the  goals  of  this  and 
the  three  neighbouring  counties,  Carlow,  Tipperary, 
and  Queen's-county,    have  many    in  them  whofe 
trials  are  put  off  till  next  af&zes,  and  againft  whom 
fufficient  evidence   for  conviction,   it    is   fuppofed, 
wiU  appear.     Since  this  all  has  been  quiet,  and  no 
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outrsgeg*  bave>  been  committed :  but  before  I  ^uit 
thie  fubJQ^t,  it  is  proper  to  remark,  that  what  coin- 
cided very  much  to  abate  the  evil,  was  the  fall  in'  the 
price  of  lands,  which  has  taken  place  lately.  Thi^ 
is  confiderable,  and  has  much  leflened  the  evil  of 
hijring  farms  over  the  heads  of  one  another;  per- 
haps alfo  the  tythe-pro&ors  have  not  been  quite  fo 
fevere  in  their  extortions  :  but  this  obfervation  is 
by  no  means  general ;  for  in  many  places  tythes  yet 
continue  to  be  levied^  with  all  thofe  circumftances 
which  originally  raifed  the  evil. 

From  Rofs  took  the  road  towards  Wexford,  a^id 
found,  upon  enquiry,  that  I  was  in  quite  a  different - 
country  from  what  I  had  kft,  the  foil  not  near  fo"* 
high  let,  for  feveral  miles  it  is  from  5s.  to  i^^  and* 
is  in  general  dry  found  land.     This  foil,  fo  excellent 
in  the  tunrip  culture,  never  lets  at  its  real  value  in*^ 
unimproved'  countries :  it  is  the  introdudion  of  tur- 
nips alone  that  afcertains  that  value.     In»8  or  9* 
miles  I  found  fome  rifmg  to  20s.     The  courfe : ' 
1.  Fallow.  2.  Wheat.   3.  Oats.  4.  Barley.   5.  Oats. 
6.  Barley.     7.  Oats.    With  fiich  management,  no' 
wonder  the  rents  are  low.     There  is  a  great  quan- 
tity of  roug^  land  overrun  with  furze  (ulatiuropeeus).' 
They  bum  them  here,  and  I  remarked  uncommon' 
quantities  of  bog-wood  at  the  doors  of  the  cabbins  : 
yet  their  turf- grounds  are  rather  boggy  bottoms* 
than  bogs. 

Laid  ait  Taghmon,  at  as  good  an  inn  as  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  place  could  allow  of,  though  I  was 
told  it  was  very  good.     There  was  a  bed  in  which  I' 
refted  in  my  cloaths,  but  the  ftable  had  neither  rack 
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nor  manger.     I  (hould  hsve  gone  on  to  Wexford,  • 
but  found  that  Mr.  Neville,  member  for  that  town, 
to  whom  I  had  a  letter  of  recommendation,  in  ordel-  to  * 
procure  intelligence  concerning  the  baronies  of  Bargy 
and  Forth,  was  in  England  ;   I  therefore  determined  - 
to  turn  off  here,  and  make  a  circuit  through  them  to 
get  to  Wexford.      The  landlord   feemed-to  know 
fomething  of  the  country.     I  a(ked  him  what  gentle- 
men were  in  it  that  took  any  pleafure  in  huftandry; 
he  named    feveral,  and  from  his   accounts  I  deter- 
mined to  call  on  Mr.  Nun,  at  J^t.  Margaret's. 

July  12th,  fallied  from  my  inn,  which  would 
have  made  a  very  paiTable  caftle  of  enchantment  in  the 
eyes  of  Don  Quixote,  in  fearch  of  adventures  in 
thefc  noted  baronies,  of  which  I  had  heard  fo  much. 
They  were  completely  peopled  by  Strongbow ;  and 
from  having  retained  a  fort  of  Saxon  language,  pecu- . 
liar  to  themfelves,  without  any  of  them  underftanding 
the  Irifli^  in  all  probability  the  country  was  at  that . 
time  uninhabited  jor  defolate*  I  had  been  tol^  that 
they  were  infinitely  more  induftrious  and  better  far- 
mers than  in  any  other  part  of  Ireland,,  and  this  ac- 
count was  confirmed  to  me  by  feveral  common  Irifli 
farmers  I  met  with  upon  the  road.  It  was  not  long 
before  I  was  in  the  barony  of  Bargie,  and  I  was  much 
furprifed  to  foe  no  great  appearance  of  any  thing  bet- 
ter than  common.  In  one  refpeS,  I  remarked  the 
vileft  hufbandry,  which  was  exhaufting  the  land  by 
fucceffive  corn  crops,  and  then  leaving  it  cover  itfelf 
with  weeds,  and  grafs  by  degrees :  for  it  is  to  be  ob* 
ftrvcd,  that  I  h^venot  feen,  in  Wexford,  any  of  thaf 
fine  land  I  have  mentioned  fo  often,  which,  if  thrown 
by  in  this  manner,  is  almoft  immediately  covered  with 
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white  clover.      Land,  I  found,  let  five  or  fix  miles 
from  Taghmon,  from  los.  to  20s.  an  acre ;  they  have 
no  fallow,  but  fow  oats  and  barley,  and  beans  and 
peafe,  (which  they  call  black  corn)  in  fucceffion  for 
many  years,  and  without  any  fuch  priadtice  as  hoeing. 
And  though  the  land  is  light,  dry  and  found,  not  a 
turnip  is  fown ;  fo  that,  in  21  miles,  I  faw  not  a  An- 
gle fallow  for  them.      Sowing  beans  and  peafe  is. 
however,  common,  and   they  have  farther  a  notion 
that  doing  fo  refrefhes  the  land.      I  faw  no  beans  in 
Ireland  till  I  came  here.      They  told  me  their  crops 
ivere,  barley  and  oats   6  to  12  barrels.     Beans  8  to 
TO  barrels.      They  ufe  both  marie  and  lime}  of  the 
former  they  lay  400   car    loads    per  acre,    and   it 
lafts  12  crops.    fMuch  of  their  wheat  is  fown  on 
lays,  marled  and  dunged,  and   the  crops   were  very 
good.     Potatoes  not  the  food  of  the  people  the-  year 
through,  as  in  other  parts  of  Ir2land  ^  they  live  on 
them  only  in  the  winter,  and  have  oatmeal  the  reft  of 
the  year.     Barley  is  the  crop  that  fucceeds  them. 

Advancing  further  I  had  frefli  accounts. — Wheat 
they  fow  on  lays,  with  only  one  ploughing,  and  get 
from  7  to  10  barrels  an  acre ;  and  of  oats  and  barley, 
on  good  land,  foifletimes  fo  high  as  15  to  17  barrels. 
They  lime  much,  and  ufually  take  but  4  or  5  crops 
of  corn  running,  upon  which  they  feemed  to  pride 
themfelves  much,  a,s  being  good  farmers.  Farms  in 
Bargir  generally  from  40  to  100  acres.  Here  I  un- 
derftood  there  was  a  part  of  the  barony  of  Shelmal 
inhabited  by  quakers,  rich  men  and  good  farmers. 
A  farmer  I  talked  to  faid  of  them :  The  quakers  be 
very  cunnings  and  the  devil  a  had  acre  of  land  will  they 
hire.  From  this  account  I  wifhed  for  a  recommen- 
dation 
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dation  to  one  6f  theft  fagacious  frfends.  I  obferved 
all  the  way  I  went,  that  the  cabbins  were  generally 
1  much  better  than  any  I  had  feen  in  Ireland:  large 
ones,  with  two  or  three  rooms^  in  good  order  and  re- 
pair, all  with  windows  and  chimnies,  and  little  ftyes 
for  their  pigs'and  cattle.  As  well  built  as  common 
in  England*    Entering  Forth  I  did  not  perceive  any 

•  difference,  but  the  foil  is  a  reddifh  good  loam  with- 
out Aones,  I  went  to  St.  Margaret's^  and  introduced 
myfelf  to  Colonel  Nun,  who  gave  me  the  following 
particulars,  with  the  alliftance  of  a  neighbouring 
farmer.  Barony  of  Forth  and  Bargie  farms  gene- 
rally 20  to  80  acres ;  but  many  of  them  hired  in 
partnerfhip,  and  when  the  children  marry  are  fubdir 
vided  into  fmaller  portions.  Rent  of  the  two  baro- 
tiies  on  an  average  a  guinea.     The  courfes  : 

I.  Potatoes.  I.  Summer  fallow* 

•  2.  Flax  or  barley,  ^  2.  Barley, 
3.  Leave  it  for  a  fod,  but        3.  Beans, 

moft  fow  clover  and        4,  Oats. 
grafles.  5.  Orafies; 

I.  Beans  on  lay.  i.  Fallow  and  marfe, 

•  2.  Barley.  2.  Wheat. 

3.  Oats.  '  3.  Barley. 

4.  Barley.  4.  Oats. 

5.  Clover  or  trcfoilc,  for        5.  Barley. 

2,  3,  or  4  years.  6#  Clover,  &Ct 

For  wheat  they  plough  but  once  on  the  lay,  harrow 
in  the  feed  and  {hovel  the  furrows ;  fow  in  o£kober  4 
to  I  of  a  barrel :  fome  ufe  fpring  wheat  fown  in 
march.   The  crop  generally  is  10  to  2Q  barrels.    For 

barley. 
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barley^  vrbi^h  iflE  their  principal  Crop»  they.ploagli 

twiG«  }  fow.it  barrel)  get  lo  to  13  barrels  an  acre* 

For  oats  they  plough  but  once^  fow  li  barrel^  and  get 

10  or  12  barrels  an  acre.     For  peafe  or  beans  they 

plough  but  once,  fow  many  beans  on  a  lay  on  one 

ploughing,   li  barrel  per  acre  5  chopping  and  dref- 

iing  the  clods  fine,  get  5  to  20  barrels  an  acre,  and 

fow  barley  after  it.     No  turnips  among  the  common 

fanners,  though  much  of  tiieir  land  is  fine,  dry  and 

found,,  but  fome  is  very  wet.     Flax  enough  fol*  their 

own  ufe.  Potatoes  they  have  of  late  began  to  put  In  with 

the  plough,  but  in  common  they  are  in  the  trenching 

way.     Their  crops  are  very  good.    Marie  is  very 

much  ufed :  it  is  a  blue  fort.     They  lay  large  quan*- 

tities  on  the  fod,  let  it  lie  a  year  or  two  before  they 

plough  it  up,  which  they  find  better  than  ploughing 

it  direfUy.     They  marie  the  fame  land  often  ;  they 

drain  only  with  open  cuts,   no  hoUoW  ones  done. 

Cattle  very  little  attended  to  t  6nly  a  cow  or  two  for 

the  ufe  of  their  families,  and  a  few  fheep^  but  they 

keep  a  great  many-pigs.    All  that  live  near  the  (ea^ 

turn  their  pigs  to  the  fhore  for  fiih,  fea-weed,  5ca 

Manure  with  fea-weed,  which  they  lay  on  for  barley ; 

fome  freih  from  the  fea,  others  lay  it  in  heaps  to  rot^ 

but  many  reckon  it  beft  frefh.     Ploughing  all  with 

horfes,  four  in  a  plough ;  lay  their  lands  round  to 

(hoot  off  the  Water.     In  ploughing  grafs  for  com, 

they  leave  f  of  every  ridge  unploughed  in  the  middle, 

but  eovered  up  with  the  furrows,  in  order  for  tilling 

the  year  following,  and  think  they  get  the  beft  crept 

there.    Execrable ! 

/     LaKd  fells  from  22  to  25  years  purchafe  5  nor 
tiave  rents  fallen  at  all,  rather  the  contrary.    County 

cefjT 
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cefs  id.  an  acre.   Tythes  either  gathered  or  appraifed 
every  year.     Leafes  generally  three  lives,  or  31  years. 
Carry  their  corn  to  Wexford.     The  people  increafe 
prodigioufly.     Rent  of  a  cabbin  and  an  acre  3],  ge- 
nerally have  a  cow  and  pigs,  and  plenty  of  poultry. 
Religion  generally  catholic.     Many  lads  go  to  New- 
foundland in  may,  and  come  home  in  odlober,  and 
bring  from  151.  to  24I.  pay  3I.  paflage  out,  and  il.  iost 
home.     Poors'  firing,  fod,  furze,  and  fern,  coals  very 
fcarce.     Building  a  cottage  5I.  to  7I.  to  a  farm  of  50 
acres  150I.     The  people  are  uncommonly  induftri- 
ous,  and  a  moft  quiet  race  —  in  15  or  20  years  there 
is  no  fuch  thing  as  a  robbery'.     The  little  farmers 
live  very  comforta:bly  and  happily,  and  many  of  them 
worth  feveral  hundred  pounds.     They  are  exceed- 
ingly attentive  in  getting  mould  out  of  the  ditches 
and  banks,  to  mix  a  little  dung  with  it,  and  fpread  it 
on  their  land.     Particulars  of  a  farm  :  70  acres  ;  16 
cows  i  4  to  each  partner ;   20  horfes,  each  5  j   8q 
fheep  ;  60  fwine ;  ftock  worth  300I.  4  families.    And 
this  farm  by  old  accounts  has  had  90  crops  of  corn 
without  a  fallow  or  grafs,  in  fucceffion,  but  they 
manure  with  fea-weed  and  fea-fand  every  year.   They 
are  always  on  the  watch  for  fea-weed  -,  and  when  the 
tide  comes  in,  if  it  is  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  they 
go  out  with  their  ears  and  get  all  they  can.     Some 
of  the  fields  are  fo  covered  with  great  rocks,  that 
one  would  think  it  impoffible  to  plough  them,  but 
they  manage  it  by  attention.     They  all  fpeak  a  bro- 
ken Saxon  language,    and   not  one  in  an  hundred 
knows  any  thing  of  Irifh.     They  are   evidently  a 
diftinft  people  i  and  I  could  not  but  remark,  their 
features  and  caft  of  countenance  varied  very  much 
from  the  common  native  Irifli.     The  girls  and  wo- 
men 
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men  are  handfomer,  havrng  much  better  features  and 
compleitions.  Indeed  the  women,  among  the  lower 
clafTes  in  general  in  Ireland,  are  as  ugly  as  the  women 
of  faihion  are  handfome.  Their  induftry,  as  I  have 
mentioned  in  fcveral  particulars,  is  fuperior  to  their 
neighbours  ;  and  their  better  living  and  habitations 
are  alfo  diftinftions  not  to  be  forgotten.  The  poor 
have  all  barley  bread  and  pork,  herrings,  &c.  and  po- 
tatoes. On  the  coaft  a  confiderable  fifhery  of  her- 
rings :  every  creek  has  four  or  five  boats — none  bar- 
relled by  the  people,  but  the  merchants  of  Wexford 
barrel  them  for  the  Weft  Indies, 

From  St.  Margaret's  I  took  the  road  to  Wexford, 
the  whole  way  through  the  barony  of  Forth,  Pfaw 
nothing  but  ftraw  hats  for  men  as  well  as  women, 
and  found  afterwards  that  they  were  worn  through 
the  whole  county,  they  give  a  comic  appearance  to' 
every  group  one  meets.  Laid  at  the  King's-arms  at 
Wexford,  a  very  clean  and  good  inn.  There  are  14 
or  15  fmalj  fhips  belonging  to  this  port,  but  a  bar  at 
the  mouth  of  the  harbour  prevents  large  ones  from 
coming  in, 

July  13th,  croffed  the  harbour  in  a  ferry-boat,  in 
ordfer  to  take  the  lower  road  to  Gowry.  Paffed  over 
much  fandy  land  by  the  fea  fide,  covered  with  fern  ; 
large  trails  of  it,  and  divided  into  inclofures,  as  if  it 
had  been  cultivated.  Near  the  town  I  obferved  fome 
heaps  of  fea-wced  rotting  for  manure.  At  the  60th 
Hiile-ftone  Jarge  fandy  trafts,  covered  with  furze  and 
fern.  As  profitable  land  for  improvement  as  any  I 
have  feen ;  lets  f6r  6  or  75.  ^an  acre,  but  there  is  much 
ether  land,  at  15s.     Their  courfe  here  is :   i,  Oats, 

7  or 
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7  .or  8  barrels.  a.Baxley,  6  ditto.  3*  Oats.  4. 
Barley.  .  ,5.  Clover  and  j"ye-grafs  3  to  6  years.  To- 
wards Wells,  and.  from,  thence,  to  G.owry,  land  is 
higher^  much  of  itat  20S.  and  fome  higher  ftill. 

To  Lord  Courtown's,  who  with  an  attention 
highly  flattering,  took  every  means  to  have  me  well 
informed.  His  feat  at  Gourtown  is  a  very  agreeable 
place,  and  in  fome  refpe£ts  a  fingular  one;  for  the 
houfe  is  within  600  yards  of  the  fea,  andyetit  is  al- 
moft  buried  in  fine  woods,  which  from  their  growth  ajnd 
foliage,  (hew  no  averfionto  their  neighbour,  who  is  fo 
often  pernicious  to  their  brethren.  The  views  of  the  fea 
are. fine,  every*  where  broken  by  wood,  or  hilly  varied 
ground.  All  the  environs  confift  of  undulating  lands, 
which  give  a  pleafing  variety  to  the  fcene  :  a  river  en- 
ters the  garden,  and  purfujng  for  fome  diftance  a  fe^ 
queftered  courfe,  (haded  on  one. fide  by  a  rocky  bank 
well  wooded,  and  on  the  other  by  lofty  trees,  with  a 
very  agreeaUe  walk  under  theni,  pours  itfelf  into  the 
&a  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  houfe. 

Lord  Courtown  is  a  very  good  fanner.  The 
firft  field  of  turnips  I  faw  in  Ireland  was  here,  and 
he  was  thinning  and  weeding' them  with  boys,  in 
order  to  hoe  with  the  nK>re  eiFed,  the  land  in  order, 
well  dunged,  and  the  plants  forward  and  flouriihing. 
He  generally  has  7  or  8  acres,  feeds  his  cattle  with 
them  in  a  farm-yard,  well  littered  with  fern  and 
ftraw,  and  fows  barley  after,  getting  very  fine  crops. 
His  fandy  lands  by  the  coaft  he  marles  ricWy,  and 
with  fuch  efFeft  that  the  crops  are  very  great.  The 
fineft  wheat  I  have  feen  yet  in  Ireland  w?is  on  this 
fand.    Some  of  his  Lordfliip's  fields  are  wet  from  ^ 

ftratum 
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firatum  of  cla^ ;  tfaefe  lie  thibwe  into  lands  gentlf 
arched,  lays  down  ib,  and  finds  tkem  found  enough  fisr 
wkiter  feeding  without  poaching,  whereas  when  flat» 
they  are  qoite  kneaded  if  any  cattle  go  into  them. 
On  this  clay  foil  he  finds  the  beft  manure  is  fea*- 
fand  and  ihingie  from  the  beach. 

July  14,  Sundays— to  church,  and  was  furpriftd 
to  £nd  a  large  congregation  :  this  is  not  often  the 
cafe  in  Ireland  out  of  a  mafs  houfe.— Gallop  on  the 
ftrand ;  it  is  a  fine  firm  beautiful  fand  for  <miles. 
The  paddios  were  fiwimmifig  their  horfes  in  the  fea  to 
cure  the  mange,  and  keep  chem  in  health. 

The  following  pafticulats  of  the  hufhandry  of  the 
neighbourhood  his  L^rdihip  and  his  brother  gave  me. 
At  Courtown,  and  around  <2owry,  farms  in  general 
fmall :  but  from  40  or  50  to  1  or  3000  acres,  yet  200 
acres  ^ixc  a  lai^ge  one,   but  very  many  fmall  of  30  tp 
50.     The  foil  is  a  flcirtiiig  of  fand  againft  the  ks^ 
the  reft  is  gravel  and  gravelly  loam  :  alfo  a  thin  flrar- 
turn  of  loam  on  a  yellow  miferable  clay,  12  inches 
thick,   and  under  it  univerfally  a  fine  blue  marie  of 
great  depth.     Rents  rife  from  xos.  to   30s.  average 
15s.  to  20s.  and  of  the  whole  county  15s.  A  good  deal 
of  mountain,  which  In  its  wild  ftate  does  not  let  for 
more  than  3s,     The  little  farmers  improve  it  much 
by  fallow  and  lime,  which  they  bring  from  Carlow, 
25  miles.      When  improved,  it  is  worth  i6s.  an  acre, 
and  they  pay  that  for  it  at  the  expiration  of  the  leafe. 
Their  courfes  are  :   i.  Potatoes.      2.  Barley,  yield- 
ing  10  or  12  barrels.       3.   Oats,   the  produce   10 
or    12 :    and  then    more   crops  of  oats,    or    bar- 
ley, -  till -the  foil  is  exhaufbd,  when  they  leave   it  to 
^urf  itfelf,  which  it  will  not  do  under  10  or  15  years. 

Alfo, 
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Alfo,  I.  Summer  fallow.      2.  Wheat,  feven  barrels  $ 
and  then  fpring-corn  crops,  till  the  land  is  exbaufted^ 
No  peafe  or  beans.      Not  a  turnip  Jn  the  country 
among  common  farmers^  though  the  iinefi:  fands  and 
grounds  imaginable  for  them :  j^ior  clover.      A  little 
flax  is  fown,  generally  after  potatoes,   and  the  cul- 
ture  of  it  increafes  gradually.     Potatoes  in  general  In 
the  common  manner  j  but  I  heard  of  one  or  two  far- 
mers, who  on  dry  ground  plant  them  with  the  plough  : 
always  dung  or  pare  and  burn  ;  no  hiring  of  land  for 
.them,  only  in  their  own  gardens  and  little  fields ; 
they  do  not  often  raife  moire  than  enough  for  half  a 
year,  buying  for  the  other  half.      It  is  not  a  iheep 
country,  and  no  fuch  thing  as  folding  known.    Lime 
is  not  ufed,  except  in  the  mountains,  from  Carlow : 
but  marie  is  very  general,  a  good  blue  fort,  which 
they  fpread  amply  on    the  fod,  and    plough  it  for 
wheat.     The  good  farmers  take  three  crops  upon  it, 
but  the  little  ones  will  take  eight  or  ten,   as   long  as 
the  land  will  yield  any  thing.      The  deeper  they  dig  ' 
the  marie,  the  better  it  is.     They  dairy  much   here, 
fome  having  20  cows  for  butter  chiefly.      It  has  been 
a  common  idea,  that  one  good  cow  will  make  i  cwt. 
of  butter  at  42s.   and  i  cwt.  of  cheefe  at  25s.  and 
rear  her  calf.      They  all  keep  many  pigs,  and  the 
more  upon  account  of  their  dairies.      Some  calves  are 
fattened  for  Dublin  market,  one  will  fuck  two  cows, 
and  be  worth  4I.  at  three  months  old.      No  large 
flocks  of  fheep,  but  moft  of  the  farmers  have  a  few; 
generally  wethers  bought  in  and  fold  out  every  year. 
Give  them  hay  in  bad  wearher.      Three  fleeces  to  a 
ftoneof  wool,  the   prefent  price  i6s.      Between/jo 
and  40  years  ago  3s.  aftone^  and   20  years  ago  10$. 

t# 
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to  IIS.  Tillage  is  performed  all  with  horfes,  four 
m  a  plough,  and  do  half  an  acre  a  day.  Hire  of  a 
car  IS.  In  hiring  and  ftocking  farms,  they  will 
take  them  with  fcarce  any  thing  but  a  few  cows  and 
horfes  ;  yet  they  pay  their  rents  very  well,  and  few 
of  them  fail.  Lajid,  at  rack  rent,  fells  at  lo  years 
purchafe ;  but  within  thefe  lo  years  22  or  23.  Rents 
have  been  rifing  for  15  years  ;  they  have  not  fallen 
of  late  years  as  in  other  parts  of  Ireland,  though  in 
feme  places  are  beginning.  Tythes  are  valued 
every  year,  and  the  lotb  taken  as  a  compofition, 
wheat  at  i8s.  a  barrel.  Barley  8s.  Oats  6s.  The 
10th  lamb  zs.  6d.  No  tea  in  the  labourers  cabbins, 
but  in  thofe  of  little  farmers  they  have  it,  and  it  in- 
creafes  much.  Leafes  generally  three  lives  to  pro- 
teftants,  ajid.31  years  to  catholics.     The  fyftem  of 

middle  men   going  out none  in   new  let  lands. 

Barley  carried  to  Wexford  for  exportation,  and  wheat 
to  Dublin  by  means  of  the  bounty  on  inland  carriage. 
The  people  increafe  confiderably.  Rent  of  a  cab- 
bin  with  an  acre  40s.  if  more  added  20s.  an  acre. 
All  keep  cows,  and  generally  a  horfe  and  a  pig  or 
two,  with  plenty  of  poultry  reared  on  potatoes. 
—They  live  on  oat-cakes  when  potatoes  are  not  in 
feafon  j  the  little  farmers  that  have  40  or  50  acres, 
eat  a  good  deal  of  meat ;  filh  ts  a  great  article  with 
the  poor,  particularly  herrings  and  cod.  In  general 
much  improving,  and  more  induftrious  than  formerly. 
In  about  four  years,  40  or  50  perfons  emigrated  to 
America.  They  are  beginning  to  improve  moun- 
tain and  bog,  which,  from  being  wort 
before,  now  let  at  above  20s.  an  acre, 
hired  in  partoerihip. 
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The  white  boys  were  violent  for  about  tbree 
months  in  1775,  chiefly  from  Kilkenny  and  Car^^ 
I0W9  but  fupprefled  immediately  by  the  fpirited  af- 
foqiations  of  the  gentlemen.  They  were  heard  of  in 
the  fouth,  under  other  names  before  Thurot  or  Con-* 
flans.  Poors'  firing,  turf  feven  miles  oflFj  20  kilh 
at.is..6d.  a  good  ftock;  in  common  it  may  be  reck- 
oned ih  IS.  Building  a  cabbtn  61.  to  7I.  7s.  Of 
ftone  and  flate  20I.  Ditto  for  a  farm  of  50  acres, 
ftone  and  flate  25I.  Fowls  crammed  with  potatoes 
and  oatmeal  and  milk  2s.  to  28.  6d.  each.  Since 
thefe  particulars  were  taken  at  Courtown  his  Lord-» 
(hip,  by  letter,  has  favoured  me  with  the  following, 
from  an  intelligent  farmer. 

Course  op  Crops. 
1.  Wheat.  Number  of  ploughings,  four  before 
fowing.  Firft  in  november.  Second  in  april,  by 
crofs  cutting.  In  June  harrow  it  down  well,  then 
put  on  your  manure.  Third  ploughing  in  July; 
harrow  it  doWn  again.  Fourth  ditto  in  ^uguft, 
which  will  leave  it  prepared  for  fowing.  Seed  to 
the  acre,  fourteen  ftone.  Crop,  at  a  medium,  eighf 
barrels.  2.  Barley.  Two  ploughings.  Firft  in 
november.  Second  at  the  time  you  fow,  having  firft 
crofs  harrowed.  Seed  to  the  acre,  fifteen  ftone. 
Crop,  nine  barrels.  3.  Oats.  Moft  farmers  plough 
but  once.  Seed,  22  ftone.  Crop,  nine  barrels. 
For  Potatoes.  Let  your  ground  lie  ploughed  all 
winter  j  to  every  acre  put  500  load  of  di2i)g.  Seed, 
eight  barrels.  Crop,  80  ditto.  Price,  per  barrel,  5s. 
Ufe  of  lime  very  profitable  on  dry  ground ;  quantity, 
per  acre,  from  40  to  50  barrels.  Cow's  produce. 
One  cow  will  give  ten  quarts  of  milk  a  day ;   will 

produce 
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produce  xoolb.  of  butter.    Profit,  3I.    Sheep.    Two 
jaicres  will  luppo^  one  coIlop>  or  eight  ewes. 

Each  flieep  ai  lamb,  at  5s,  each  200 

Wool  from  the  eight  Iheep,  one  ftone,  at        o  17    6 


2  17    o 

Two  acres,  at  20s.  per  acre        -        -         200 


Profit  on  eight  fliecp,  at  an  average  0  17    O 

Proportion  of  the  rife  of  labour  is  not  more  than 
2d.  per  day.  Particulars  of  a  farm.  Arable  20 
acres,  10  of  barley,  4  of  wheat,  6  of  oats.  Pafture 
67.  acres.  Meadow  13  ditto.— Total  100  acres. 
—Stock,  24  Cows,  8  horfes,  7  two-year  old  heifers^ 
4  year  old  ditto,  and  four  calves.— -Rent  lool.  Three 
labourers. 

Marle.  Quantity,  per  acre,  on  ftiff  clay 
ground,  from  5  to  600  load,  of  about  600  weighty 
on  dry  gravely  ground,  from  too  to  1000  ditto,  ac- 
cording to  the  foil,  will  laft  40  years  with  manage- 
ment. 

July  15th,  leaving  Courtown,  took  the  Arklow 
/oad^  pafTed  a  finely  wooded  part  of  Mf.  Rams,^ 
and  i,  various  country  with  fome  good  corn  in  it. 
Flat  lands  by  the  coaft  let  very  high,  and  .mountain 
at  6$.  or  7s.  an  acre,  fome  at  8s.  or  los.  PaiTed  to 
Wicklow,  prettily  iUuated  on  the  f^a,  and  from 
Newrybridge  walked  to  fee  Mr.  Tye'$,  which  is  a 
neat  farm  well  wooded,  with  a  Oliver  running  through 
the  fields. 

V^X..    I.  H  RlACH£X> 
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Reached  in  the  evening  Mount  Kennedy^  the 
feat  of  Gen.  Cunninghame,  who  fortunately  proved 
to  me  an  inftruftor  as  afliduous  as  he  is  able.  He 
is  in  the  midft  of  a  country  almoft  all,  his  own,  for 
he  has  10,000  Irifh  acres  here.  His  domain,  and 
the  grounds  about  it,  are  very  beautiful,  not  a  level 
can  be  feeii ;  every  fpot  is  toffed  about  in  a  variety 
of  hill  and  dale.  In  the  middle  of  the  lawn  is  one 
of  the  greateft  natural  curiofities  in  the  kingdom  ; 
an  immenfe  Arbutus  tree  unfortQnately  blown  dowii,. 
but  yet  vegetating,  one  branch,  which  parts  from 
the  body  near  the  ground,  and  afterwards  divides 
into  many  large  branches,  is  6  feet  2  inches  in  cir- 
cumference. The  general  buried  part  of  the  ftem 
as  it  laid,  and  it  is  from  fevcral  branches  throwing  but 
fine  young  flioots :  it  is  a  moft  venerable  remnant. 
Killarney,  the  region  of  the  Arbutus,  boafts  of  no 
fuch  tree  as  this. 

July  i6th,  rode  in  the  morning  to  Drum  ;  a 
large  extent  of  mountains,  and  wood,  on  the  Gen- 
eral's eftate.  A  vaft  rocky  glen ;  one  fide  bare 
rocks  to  an  immenfe  height,  hanging  in  a  thoufan-d 
'  whiinfical,  yet  frightful,  forms,  with  vaft  fragments 
tumbled  from  them,  and  lying  in  romantic  confufion  j 
the  other  a  fine  mountain  fide  covered  with  fhrubby 
wood.  This  wild  pafs  leads  to  the  bottom  of  an 
amphitheatre  of  mountain,  which  exhibits  a  very 
noble  fcenery.  To  the  right  is  an  immenfe  fweep 
of  mountain  completely  wooded  ;  taken  as  a  fingfe 
objeft,  a  moft  magnificent  one,  but  its  forms  are 
pidlurefque  in  the  higheft  djegree  ;  great  projeftions 
of  hill,  with  glens  behind  all  wooded,  have  a  noble 
efFeft.  Every  feature  of  the  whole  view,  is  great, 
and  unites  to  form  a  fcene  of  natural  magnificence. 
From  hence  a  riding  is  cut  through   the  hanging 
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wood,  which  rifes  to  a  central  fpot,  where  the 
General  has  cleared  away  the  rubbiflh  from  under  the 
wood,  and  made  a  beautiful  waving  lawn  with  many 
oaks  and  hollies  fcattered  about  it ;  here  he  has  built 
a  cottage^  a  pretty  whimfical  oval  room,  from  the 
-windows  of  which  are  three  views,  one  of  diftant 
rich  lands  opening  to  the  fea,  omt  upon  a  great 
mountain,  and  a  third  upon  a  part  of  the  lawn.  It 
is  well  placed  and  forms  upon  the  whole  a  moft 
agreeable  retreat.  The  following  particulars  of 
agriculture  I  had  from  General  Cifnninghame,  who 
toolc  every  means  of  having  me  well  infornied. 

About  Mouiit  Keniiedy  the  coifntry  is  ihclofed 
within  various  mountains   and  high  lands  3    farms 
are  generally  very  fmallj  from  2O  acres  to  xob,  ex- 
cept in  mountairioXis  trafts,  where  they  afe  larger, 
fome  from  300  tD  660  adres.     The  fcSl  is  iri  gcfheral 
a  dry  found  gravel,  hanging  to  the  fouth  eaff,  and 
protected  by  mountains  from  the  north  weft.     The 
reJnt^  oil  an  average,  from  30s.  to  50s.  not  mountain^ 
ivhich  is  ufually  8s.  Or  icfs.     The  (kirt  of  the  whole 
county,    from  the  molmtain  down    to    the  fea,  is 
from  30s.  to  50s.  an  atre,  being  a  fixth  of  it.     One 
third  of  it,   uhdiiltivated  arid  uninhabifed,  lets  for 
fact  more  than  6d.  an  aefe.     Another  third  lets  for 
ios.     Thfe'  remaining  fixth  at  9s. — Average  of  the 
Whole    15s.  an  acre.      The   courfes  of  crops    are: 
i.  Potatoes  ;  all  the  dung  of  the  country  ufed  for 
them.     2.  Wheat ;  fow  one  barrel,  and  get  on  an 
average  eight  barrels. — All  the   furrows   (hovelled. 
3.  Oats  ;  fow  near  two,  and  get  10  barrels,     4.  Oats. 
5.  Barley  j   fow  ^  and  get  10,  and  then  leave  it  for 
lay  for  five  years,  never  fowlng  any  grafs  feeds.     It 
produces .  nothing  at  all  for  three  years,  but  after 
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tfaH  white.  cWei^  domes  flewly.  Bmrlfey  has.  "been 
nkOTQ.  cultivated  upon  account  of  the  quantity  of  ale 
an4  beer  which  are  brewed  here,  being  die  conlmon 
b^yexage  through  the  county,  and  more  famous  for 
^than  aiiy  other.'  TUe  barrel^  2-thirds  of  a  hogf-^ 
head,,  feth  at  40s*  Malt  malted  here  14^^  a  barrel ) 
the  batjejr.ios.  ^^  Aiiother  courfe :  ii  Marl^,  or 
lifne-ftone  gravel,  on  the  liqr,  1,600  lioads  an  acrc$ 
and  few  barley,  a.  Wh^at.  j.  Oats  or  b^rldy.  .  4. 
Qats  or  ditto^  till  left'fo  lay.  again.  Grayelling 
they  generally  confider  as  a  right  to  fix  or  ei^ht 
crops.  Their  whe^t  after  potatoes  they  fow  fo  late 
as  chriftmas.  Very  few  peafe,  and  no  beans,  not 
any  rape^  and  not  a  turnip^  though  I  faw  g/eat 
traits  perfectly,  adapted  to  that  crop.  They  fow 
\ciy  little  (lax,  having  no  manufa^ure.  Their 
potatoes  univerfally  planted  on  an  old  lay  |  they 
fpread  their  dung  in  beds  for  the  trenching  way^ 
none  under  the  plough*  Plant  8  to  ten  barrels  on 
an  acire,  laid  at  fix  inches  from  one  another.  Wh^n 
the  plants  are  about  an  inch  or  two  high,  they  cover 
them  a  fecond  time  from  the  trenches  ;  hand  weed 
them.  No  hiring  land  of  farmers  for  it,  but  all 
on  their  own  account.  There  are  many  copfes  on 
the  fide^  of  mountains  of  birch,  oak,  afh,  and  holly, 
wliich  are  cut  generally  at  25  years  growth  for  poles 
tof  building  cabblns ;  the  bark  for  tan,  and  the 
.  friialler  branches  for  charcoal.  They  are  worth  from 
ill',  to  251.  ah  acre.  Many  of  them  on  very  fteep  fides 
of  mountains,  and  to  a  great  height  >  but  no  great 
6j^k  woods,  fince  the  Shillaly  ones  were  cut  down  about 
li' years  ago.  There  are  confiderable  tra6ts  of 
moiintiih  land  improved  j  if  dry  heath  lahd,  they 
pj^agh,  cfofs  plough,  burn,  and  then  fow  rye,  get- 
ting ?  baf rels,  after  which  they  have  oats,  and  crop 
SIS  Idng^as  it  win  produce.  Unimproved  mountain, 
'*  confifting 


fern,  ^^^/V  ^quilinfi)  &c.  bu(t  dry,  Ipt8  %t  ^^,  »n 
acre,  ?t  ¥^ich  r^^t  t^y  b^vjs  i^  for  31  ye^.  T^e 
improvement  is  fed|^on^4  v^^y  profitable.  ,Np  fo}4^ 
ing  fheep  :  there  if  not  fucb  ^  thing  as  ^  ^4}^ 
known.  They  paupe  and  bufi>  the  niount^n  ^s  tl^ 
only  ivaj  tp  jj^prove,  ^^ugh  ppntraiy  to  an  abfiwd 
a<9:  of  parliaipent  ag?^x>il  i|. '  )^i|nie  they  ^Ce.  in  yei^y 
fmall  qu;^tftie$y  fi^d  no  n¥onder9  for  it  is  the  Suttqn 
ftpne  tbey  bri;>g  frofli  fhc  hill  of  fjowth  to  WicUow, 
where  1%  1%  b^rnt,  and  the  commp^  faqpi^rs  briiig 
\t  fxpm  thenjce  ^t  the  expence  of  z$,  6d*  tb^  ftatufe 
barrel  ©f  3^1  gallons.  They  J^y  frooj  ^9  to  60  i^ 
an  acre,  cbie^y  oi|  inountain  ground,  Gxty  m^jrl^ , 
with  lijtjie-flone  gravrf  in  ftratji,  abound  all  oy.er  tbe 
cpuntrjr,  with  other  ftrata  pf  fand,  all  which  have 
an  eiEervefcpijgc  with  acids  j  in  digging  they  njfx 
together,  and  ^fpyc  of  infinite  benefit  to  the  fields. 
Very  few  dairies,  fo  that  they  make  fcarce  any  but- 
ter. Their  cows  are  fubfcrvicnt  to  their  kmb 
fuckling,  and  leave  them  free  only  in  fummer,  when 
they  f:it  calves  for  Duhjin  market.  Four  or  five 
quarts  of  milk  at  a  meal  is  the  common  quantity. 
In  the  winter  they  have  "bay,  but  only  in  hard  wea- 
ther. No  grazing  of  oxen.  As  to  flieep  their  fyf- 
tem  is  particular  ;  it  is  all  fuckling  lambs  for  Dublin 
mark«t.  ' 

ft 

Geneteial  Cunnihghame  carried  me  to  a  farmer 
who  is  reckoned  the  moft  able  in  that  bufinefs  of 
any  in  the  country^ '  and  the  following  is  the  at- 
count  he  gave  me  of  his  management*  He  breeds  his 
own  lambs  from  a  ftock  partly  bought  in  every 
.yeaTi  The  rams  he  puts  to  the  ewes  the  middle  of 
m^y,  in  order  to  have  them  lamb  at  michaelmas,  or 
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a  little  after.  They  are  left  in  the  field  for  a  week, 
and  then  taken  into  the  houfe.  The  ewes  are  brought 
to  fuckle  them  twice  a  day  in  general ;  but  three  or  • 
four  times,  while  young ;  they  have  cows  milk  given 
them  by  women  from  their  mouths,  fquirted  down 
the  lambs  throats,  to  the  quantity  of  a  noggin  a  day 
at  firft,  and  rifes  to  i|  Smd  2.  A  noggin  is  one- 
eight  of  a  quart.  They  keep  them  till  three  weeks 
before  chriftmas,  and  then  begin  to  fell  them.  Their 
•wes  are  kept  6n  grafs  only,  unlefs  in  bad  weather, 
when  they  have  hay.  He  fells  75  lambs  annually, 
from  a  ftock  of  80  rams  and  ewes,  at  3^$.  on  an 
average,  fome  up  to  40s.  for  thefe  lambs  he  has  8 
cows,  5  of  tjiem  in  full  milk,  and  if  he  has  not  cows 
enoughj  buys  in  for  the  purpofe.  The  ewes  are 
bought  in  at  9s.  each  in  July,  and  fome  old  ones  are 
fold  every  year  at  6s.  14  acres  of  grafs  will  keep  So 
fheep  until  the  flubbles  are  ready  for  them. 

In  this  fyftem  mych  depends  on  having  them  take 
the  ram  in  proper  time  for  the  Dublin  market.  In 
order  to  accomplifh  this  feemingly  difficult  bufinefs, 
they  treat  the  ladies  with  a  cup  of  generous  Wick- 
Ipw  ale,  and  drive  them  about  the  field,  in  order  to 
create  the  proper  ferment  between  theii'  blood  and  the 
ale,  and  then  at  the  critical  moment  let  in  the  gently- 
inan.  Some  managers  more  attentive  than  com- 
mon, treat  them  yrith  claret  inftead  of  ale:  per- 
haps the  fwsurms  of  children  in  the  cabbins  are 
owing  tQ  the  proliiip  quality  of  this  e:i^cellent  ale  of 
Wicklow. 

The  wocJ  of  the  country  is  all  wrought  up  by 
the  inhabitants,  fpuii,  combed,  and  wove  into  flafi- 
fiel  and  frizes,  and  to  fuqb  an  extent,  that  the  moun- 
tain 
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tain  fanners  pay  half  their  rents^  by  this  manufac- 
ture. They  alfo  buy  much,  not  having  enough  of 
their  own :  it  is  done  by  the  fmalleft  farmers  going 
through  th.e  whole  hianufafture  employing  cottars 
in  it.  JBy  fpinning,  a  woman  can  earn  3d.  a  day. 
Wool  now  14s.  to.  17s.  the  ftone  of  i61b.  20  years 
ago  IIS.  no  rot  among  the  flieep.  On  the  moun- 
tains many  goats  are  kept  for  the  milk,  which  is 
drank  very  much  by  people  from  Dublin,  who  take 
lodgings  for  drinking  goats  whey.  Kids  flefli  reck- 
oned very  fine. 

They  plough  with  both  horfes  and  bullocks  :  two 
horfes  and  two  bullocks,  and  one  bullock  and  three 
horfes,  and  do  from  one-half  to  three-fourths  of  an 
acre  a  day.  •  Stir  5  inches  deep.  Very  few  or  no 
oats  given  to  horfes.  They  work  their  draught  oxen 
in  winter  on  ftraw.  Hire  of  a  car,  a  horfe,  and  a 
driver,  is.  6d.  a  day.  With  4  cows,  2  horfes,  a 
yearling,  and  20  iheep.  General  Cunninghame  has 
had  tenants  profeffcdly  take  50  acres. 

4 

Land  fells  at  rack  rent  for  18  to  21  years  pur- 
chafe  ;  5  or  6  years  ago  it  was  at  22.  Rents  are 
fallen  in  the  fame  time  4s.  in  the  pound.  Tythes 
are  paid  by  compofition  j  the  crops  are  viewed,  and 
they  agree  for  one  year.  An  acre  of  wheat  los. 
Barley  4s.  Oats  4.  No  tea  in  the  cabbins  on  the 
mountains,  but  in  the  towns  they  have  it.  Leafe^ 
are  three  lives,  or  31  years,  a  vaft  proportion  re- let 
3  or  4  deep.  The  people  increafe  much.  Rent  of  a 
cabbin  in  a  village,,  with  a  very  fmall  garden,  2I.  2s. 
to  3I.  if  not  in  a  village  it  is  lefs.  On  a  moun- 
tain 50s.  to  3I.  for  a  cabbin  and  5  acres,  but  generally 
have  a  common  pafture  for  their  cows,  &c.     Farms 
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much  taken  in  the  mountains  by  partneribip ;  3  or 
4  wilVtake  100  acres,  and  divide  among  tbemfelves 
as  in  Kilkenny.  Lower  people  all  roman  catholics* 
No  emigrations,  nor  white  boys.  They  have  plenty 
of  potatoes  -,  all  keep  a  cow,  ibmie  more ;  all  a  pig 
and  poultry  of  every  kind.  Their  fuel  is  turf  from 
the  mountains  i  they  are  univerfal  pilferers  ^f  every 
thing  they  can  lay  their  hands  on :  great  lyars,  but 
full  of  quicknefs  and  fagacity,  and  grateful  to  ex- 
cefs, 

KiSH  of  turf  lod.  delivered.  Oak  rihheries  (fpars) 
for  cabbins  4s.  6d.  a  dozen.  Building  a  cabbin  25 
feet  long,  14  feet  wide,  with  a  door  and  2  windows^ 
5I,  los.  Ditto  ftone  and  flate  20U  Ditto  farm 
houfe  and  offices  for  50  acres,  of  ftone  and'flate  200I. 

ExPENCf  s  and  produce  of  General  Cunninghame's 
farm. 


Rent 

Labour 
Wear  and  tear 

... 

£.    s.    d. 

375    0    0 
150    0    0 

30    0    0 

555    0    6 

£.  s.  d. 

4.8  acres  mown^  at  10  loads  an  acre,  at  7  ^  ^^    ^  ^ 

108,  -  -  -  -  -       3 

5  acres  of  wheat  10  barrels,  at  xL  is*         52  10  p 

10  <^  barley  14  ditto,  at  los.  6d.                73  10  O 

17  — »  oats  13  ditto,  at  los         «      ^  -      no  10  o 


Carried  over  476  10    o 

2  — -  peafe 
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Brought  over  476  lo  0 

2  — •  peafe  9  ditto,  at  ids.        •*        -          9    o  q 

10  •—  fundrics,  at  5I.        -       •-        -        50    o  o 

70  iheep  at  158.       -        -       •       -       5a  10  o 

Swine              -----          S    0  Q 

10  young  cattle  40s.         -        -        •        20    o  o 

16  horfest  36  weeks,  at  2s.6d.  -*        -        72    0  0 

5  oxen,  ditto  2s.  6d.             -           -        aa  IQ  o 

707   10  o 


In  two  acres  of  land  fummer-fallowed  for  wheat, 
the  General  was  perfuaded  not  to  fow  it,  as  the  red-> 
worm  would  infallibly  deftroy  the  crop,  he,  there* 
forer,  kept  it  for  barley ;  but  manured  it  with  lime, 
QO  battels  an  acre  at  21  id.  each,  from  the  hill  of 
Howth  in  auguft ',  the  barley  was  eaten  notwlthftand- 
jiig  the  lime  ^  it  was  a  very  poor  crop,  and  in  fome 
plaices  none  at  all.  Sowed  the  ftubble  with  peafe, 
wbiich  I  faw,  and  were  very  fine.  He  tried  a  very 
extraordinary  experiment  upon  breaking  up  an  old 
mofly  graifs  lay  in  an  orchard,  and  laying  it  down 
aggin  without  having  any  corn :  it  was  manured 
with  plenty  of  fand,  then  ploughed  in  auguft  |  di- 
re£lly  crofs-ploughed ;  harrowed  thoroughly,  and 
threw  about  20  barrels  of  lime  an  acre  i  burnt  the 
roots,  weeds,  an4  tufts  of  grafs,  fpread  the  aflies, 
harrowed,  and  upon  that,  about  the  beginning  of 
September,  hay  feeds  fowed.  This  was  done  to  ef-« 
cape  the  trouble  of  a  courfe  of  tillage  9mong  trees^ 
The  fuccefs  great  as  poffible  ;  I  faw  the  crop  of  hay 
mown,  and  it  is  not  IdTs  than  16  loads  an  acre.  Thi$ 
is  a  fyftem  which,  in  many  cafes,  would  be  of  the 

greatcft 
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greateft  ufe  in  reviving  old  hide-bound  paftures  with- 
out the  trouble  of  a  courfc  of  tillage.  It  fhould, 
however,  be  obferved,  that  the  climate  of  Ireland  is 
peculiarly  favourable  to  laying  land  to  grafs  at  that 
feafon,  for  it  grows  luxuriantly  quite  till  chriftmas. 
Another  inftance  of  this  naturaV  tendency  of  the  foil 
to  grafs,  is  a  trial  the  General  accidentally  made.  He 
had  a  fmall  field  under  turnips,  which  he  hoed  well, 
and  were  a  fine  crop ;  upon  being  drawn  to  feed  the 
plough  bullocks  with,  he  found  much  grafs  upon  the 
land,  fo  much,  that  it  induced  him  to  let  it  ftand,  and 
the  rather  as  it  was  laid  very  flat  and  fmooth  with  the 
turnips,  he  rolled  in  fome  grafs  feeds,  a;id  it  turned 
out  a  very  fine  meadow.  He  was  the  fiifl:  who  Cowed 
red  clover  here,  and  is  not  yet  followed  by  the  farmers. 
He  encourages  his  tenants  to  lime,  and  lends  them 
money  for  it.  Much  land  is  laid  to  grafs  at  Mount 
Kennedy,  and  all  of  it  done  in  a  perfeft  manner,  the 
furface  laid  completely  fmooth,  without  the  leaft  fign 
of  a  furrow,  and  the  graffes  luxuriant ;  all  manured 
richly  with  gravel  and  marie.  I  faw  two  large  com- 
poft  dunghills  turning  over  and  mixing,  a  fight  not 
common  in  Ireland.  It  pleafed  me  more  than  the 
fight  of  a  palace  would  have  done.  The  General's 
crops  I  found  all  exceedingly  fine,  one  field  of-  oats 
the  beft  I  had  feen  in  Ireland. 
» 

July  17th. — Took  my  leave  of  General  Cunning- 
hame,  and  went  through  the  Glen  of  the  Downs  in 
my  way  to  Powcrfcourt.  The  Glen  is  a  pafs  be- 
tween two  vaft  ridges  of  mountains  covered  with 
wood,  which  have  a  very  noble  efftft,  the  vale  is  no 
wider  than  to  admit  the  road,  a  fmall  gurgling  river 
almoft  by  its  fide,   and  narrow  flips  of  rocky  and 

•  flirubby 
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Ihfubby  ground  which  part  them :  in  the  front  all 
efcape  feems  denied  by  an  immenfe  conical  mountain 
which  rifes  out  of  the  Glen,  and  feems  to  fill  it  up. 
The  fcenery  is  of  a  moft  magnificent  charaScr.     On 
the  top  of  the  ridge  to  the  right  Mr,  La  Touchc  has 
a  banqueting  room.     Faffing  from  this  fublime  fcene, 
the  road  leads  through  chearful  grounds  all  under 
corn,  riling  and  falling  to  the  eye,  and  then  to  a  vale 
of  charming  verdure   broken  into  inclofures,    and 
bounded  by  two  rocky  mountains,  diftant  darker  ones 
filling  up  the  fcene  in  front :  this  whole  ride  is  in- 
terefting,  for  within  amileand  anhalf  of  Tinnyhinch 
(the  inn  to  which  I  was  diredled)  you  come  to  a  de- 
licious view  on  the  right,  a  fmall  vale  opening  to  the 
fea,  bounded  by  mountains,  whofe  dark  ihade  forms 
^  perfedl  contrail  to  the  extreme  beauty  and  lively 
verdure  of    the  lower  fcene,    confifting  of  gently 
fwelling  lawns  rifing  from  each  other,  with  groups 
pf  trees  between,  and  the  whole  fo  prettily  fcattered 
with  white  farms,  as  to  add  every  idea  of  chearfulnefs. 
Kept  on  towards  Powerfcourt,  which  prefently  came 
in  view  from  the  edge  of  a  declivity.     You  look  full 
upon  the  houfe,  which  appears  to  be  in  the  moft 
beautiful  fituation  in  the  world,  on  the  fide  of  a 
mountain,  half  way  between  its  bare  top,  and  an  irri- 
^uous  vale  at  its  foot.      In  front,  and   fpreadiiig 
among  woods  on  either  fide,  is  a  lawn  whofe  furface 
is  beatifully  varied  in  gentle  declivities,  hanging  to  a 
winding  river.     Lowering  the  hill  the  fcenery  is  yet 
more  agreeable,  the  near  inclofures  are  margined  with 
trees,  through  whofe  open  branches  are  feen  whole 
fields  of  the  moft  lively  verdure.    The  trees  gather 
into  groups,  and  the  lawn  fwells  into  gentle  inequa*- 

lities, 
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litre^^  while  the  river  winding  beneath  renders  irf^e 
whole  truly  ple^fing. 

BkpAKFASTBp  at  the  ijin  at  TiBQybinch,  apd 
then  drove  to  the  park  to  fee  the  water-fall.  The 
park  itfelf  is  fine;  you  e»t«r  it  between  two  vaft 
malTes  of  mountain,  covered  with  wood,  fornaiog  a 
vale  fcattered  with  trees,  through  which  flows  a  riv^r 
on  a  broken  rocky  channel :  yoii  follow  this  vale  iJU 
it  is  loft  in  a  moft  uncommon  manner,  the  ridges  pf 
mountain  clofing,  form  one  great  amphitheatre  of 
wood,  from  the  top  of  which,  at  the  height  of  many 
hundred  feet,  burfts  the  water  from  a  rock,,  and 
tumbling  down  the  fide  of  a  very  large  one,  forms  a 
fcene  Angularly  beautiful.  At  the  bottom  is  a  fpot 
pf  velvet  turf,  from  which  rifes  a  clump  of  oaks, 
i^nd  through  their  ftems,  branches,  and  leaves,  the 
falling  water  is  feen  as  a  back  ground  with  an  effeft 
more  pifturcfque  than  can  be  well  imagined;  thefe 
few  trees,  and  thi?  little  lawn,  give  the  finiihing  to 
the  fcene,  ^be  water  falls  behind  fome  large  frag- 
ments of  rock,  and  turps  to  the  left,  down  a  ftonv 
channel,  under  the  Ihadc  of  a  wood.     Plate  I. 

RETURNjN<f  to  Timiyhincb,  I  went  to  Innifkerry, 
and  gained  by  tliis  detpur  in  iny  return  to  th^  Darglf , 
a  bcaiitHul  view  which  I  iHould  Qjtherwife  have  loft ; 
the  xoad  leads  on  the  edge*  oi  a  declivity,  from  wh^ Qpe 
there  is  a  moft  plcafing  profjpe^S:  <$i  the  riy^'s  courie 
thrjoiugh  the  vaie,  and  the.wpod  of  Ppwerfxiouxt, 
which  here  appears  in  large  maftes  oi  dark  ih^de,  the 
whole  bounded  by  i}a(mnt^n^.  T^irn  ta  the  left  ix?f o 
the  private  road  that  l^ad.6  tp  the  Pargle,  and  pre- 
fenriy  gives  a  fpecimen  of  what  is  to  be  expected  by 

a  romantic 
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A  romaftitic  glen  of  w6od,  where  the  high  lands  al- 
moft  lock  into  each  eath  other,  and  leave  fcafce  a 
paflkge  f6t  the  river,  which  rages,  as  if  with  difficulty 
foi-cifeg  its  Way.  It  IS  topped  by  a  high  mountain, 
ahd  in  front  you  catch  a  beautiful  plat  of  indofure^ 
boundM  by  the  fta.  Enter  the  Dargle,  which  is  the 
rtame  of  the  Glen,  near  a  mile  long.  Come  prefehtly 
to  one  of  the  fineft  ranges  of  wood  I  have  any  where 
ktn'i  it  is  a  narrow  vale  formed  by  the  fides  of  two 
oppdfif  fe  mountains ;  the  Whole  thickly  fpread  with  oak 
at  the  bottom  (the  depth  is  immenfe)  it  is  narrowed 
to  th*  mere  channel  of  the  river,  which  tumbles  from 
j^ock  to  rock.  The  extent  of  wood  that  hangs  to  the 
eye  irt  every  diredion  is  great,  tjie  depth  of  the  pre- 
tipicfe  li^hienfe,  which  with  the  roaf  of  the  water 
forms  a  fcene  truly  Interefting.  In  kfs  than  a  quarter 
of  a  mile,  the  road  paffing  through  the  wood  leads  to 
another  point  of  view  to  the  right :  it  is  thft  croWn  of 
a  vaft  prtijeAing  rode,  from  whith  you  look  down  a 
preciphce  abfolutely  perpendicular,  and  many  hundred 
feet  deep  upon  the  torrent,  i/rtiich  finds  its  noify  way 
over  large  fragments  of  n»ck«  The  point  of  view  is 
a  great  (Hidjefiiion  of  the  mountain  on  this  fide,  an* 
fwercd  by  a  concave  of  the  oppofite,  fo  that  you 
comi^iand  the  Glen  both  to  the  right  and  left  $  it  ex- 
hibits itnmcnfe  traAs  of  foreft,  that  have  amoA  mag- 
nificent appearance.  Beyond  the  wood,  to  the  right, 
are  fome  inclofures  hanging  on  the  fide  of  a  hill^ 
croiMed  by  a  mountain.  I  knew  not  how  to  leave  A 
imerefting  a  fpot ;  the  impfeflions  raifed  by  it  are 
ftrong.  The  folemnity  of  fuch  an  extent  of  wood 
unbroken  by  any  intervening  objects,  and  the  wholi 
hanging  over  declivities  is  alone  great  (  but  to  this 
the  addition  of  a  conftant  roar  of  falling  waterg  ei« 
ther  f|uite  hid,  or  fo  far  below  as  to  be  feen  but  ob** 

fcurely. 
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feurely,  united  ta  make  thofe  imprei&ons  ftrongerV 
No  contradi(5lory  emotions  are  raifed — ^no  ill-judged 
temples  appear  to  enliven  zkcne  that  is  gloomy  rather 
than  gay.     Falling  or  moving  water  is  a  lively  ob-' 
je<^;  this  being  obfcure,  the  noife  operates  differently^ 
Following  the  road  a  little  further^  there  is  another 
bold  rocky  projection,  from  which  alfo  a  double  view 
to  the  right  and  left.     In  front  fo  immenfe  a  fweep  of 
banging  wood,  that  a  nobler  fcene  can  hardly  be  ima- 
gined :   the  river  is  at  the  bottom  of  a  precipice,  fo 
fteep,  and  a  depth  fo  great,  as  to  be  quite  fearful  to 
look  down.   This  horrid  precipice,  the  pointed  bleak 
mountains  in   view,  with  the  roar  of  the  water,  all 
confpire  to  raife  one  great  emotion  of  the  fublime^ 
You  advance  fcarcely  20  yards  before  a  pretty  fcene 
opens  to  the  left,  a  diftant  landfcape  of  inclofuresy 
with  a  river  winding  between  the  hills  to  the  fea^ 
Faffing  to  the  right,  frefh   fcenes  of  wood  appear  ^ 
half  way  to  the  bottom  a  different  one  is  feen  5  you 
are  almofl  inclofed  in  wood,  and  look  to  the  right 
through  fome  low  oaks  on  the  oppofite  bank  of  woody 
with  an  edging  of  trees  through  which  the  (ky  is  feen, 
which  added  to  an  uncommon  elegance  in  the  outline 
of  the  hill,  has  a  moil   pleaiing  cfftA,     Winding 
4own  to  a  thatched  bench  on  a  rocky  pointy  an  un^ 
common  fcene  opens.     Immediately  beneath  is  a  vaft 
chafm  in  the  rock,  which  feems  torn  afunder,  to  let 
the  torrent  through  that  comes  tumbling  over  a  reeky 
bed  far  funk  in  a  channel  embofomed  in  wood.  Above 
is  a  range  of  woods,  which  half  overihadow  it,  and 
rifing  to  a  vafl  height,  exclude  every  obje£k.     To  the 
left  the  water  rolls  away  over  broken  rocks  i  a  fcen6 
truly  romantic.      Followed   the  path  ;  it  led  me  to 
the  water's  edge,  at  the  bottom  of  the  Glen,   where 
is  a  new  fcene,  in  which  not  a  fingle  circumftance 

weakens 
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weakens  the  principal  charadler.  ^  In  a  hollow  fonned 
of  rock  and  wood  (every  objeA  excluded  but  thofe  juid 
-water)  the  torrent  breaks  forth  from  fragments  of 
rock,  and  tupbles  through  the  thafiti,  rocks  butgiag 
over  -it,  as  if  ready  to  fall  into  the-  channel,  and  flop 
the  impetuous  Vrater.  The  fhadeis  fo  thick  as  to  ex- 
clude the  heavens ;  all  is  retired  and  gloomy  j  a 
brown  horror  breathing  over  the  whole.  It  is  a  fpot 
for  melancholy  to  mufe  in, 

"Return  to  the  carriage,  and  quit  the  Dargle, 
which  upon  the  whole  is  a  fingular  place,  different 
from  all  I  have  feen  in  England,  and  I  think,  pre- 
ferable to  moft.  Crofs  a  murmuring  ftream  clear  as 
^rhryftal,  and  riling  a  hill,  look  back  on  a  pleafing 
Jandfcape  of  inclofures,  which  waving  over  hills, 
end  in  mountains  of  a  very  noble  chara£ler.  Reach 
Dublin, 

July  i8th,  once  more  to  Lord  Harcourt's  at  St. 
Woolftan's,  where  I  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  meet  Co- 
lonel Burton  :  he  gave  me  a  frefli  packet  of  recom- 
mcndcitions  into  the  North  of  Ireland,  and  taking  my 
leave  of  his  excellency,  pafled  Manooth  to  Kilrue. 
From  Celbridge  to  Manooth  is  a  line  of  very  fine 
corn,  Pafled  Dunboyne,' from  thence  to  Kilrue  j 
the  foil  is  clay,  flat  and  ftrong,  and  I  obferved  much 
hollow  draining,  with  very  fine  crops  of  wheat  and 
oats.  The  land  about  Mr.  Jones  is  a  very  fine  rich 
ftrong  loam,  call  here  clay.  Mr.  Lowther,  to  whom 
I  had  a  letter,  not  being  at  home,  I  was  forced  to  take 
refuge  in  a  cabbin,  called  an  inn,  at  Ratoath.  Prc- 
ferve  me,  fate  !  from  fuch  another.  In  their  ftrong 
lands  :\bout  Kilrue  their  courfes  are :— — i.  Fallow. 

2.  Wheat, 
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t^  Wheat,  yielding  8  io  15  barrels  an  acre.   3.  Oats, 
9  to  20  barrels. 


•• 


ir.  Potatoes  80  barrels.  t.  Potatoes. 

2.  Beans  7  to  15.  2.  Barley  9  to  if. 

^.  Oats.  3.  Oats. 

Limestone  gravel  they  ufe  in  great  quantities  i 
lay  it  on  a  fallow,  and  it  lafts  7  years,  the  expence 
from  4!.  to  81.  Lime  they  ufe,  but  find  that  it  will  not 
laft  like  gravel.  Hollow,  called  French  drains,  are 
very  general,  even  among  the  common  farmers  :  fome 
done  with  ftones,  but  much  with  fods,  laid  an  edge  in 
the  ground  j  they  dig  them  2i  or  3  feet  deep  ;  at  2^ 
feet,  the  expence  is  5d.  a  perch.  At  3  feet  it  is  8d. 
Clover  they  fow  pretty  much,  let  it  lie  two  years,  and 
then  break  it  up  for  oats  on  one  ploughing.  They 
fow  it  on  both  winter  and  fpring  corn.  The  poor 
give  5k  5s.  an  acre  for  lay  to  plant  potatoes  on,  and 
die  fame  for  ftubble-ground  dunged.  A  cabbin  and 
half  an  acre  of  land,  30s.  rent,  and  30s.  more  for  a 
cow's  food.  Farms  rife  to  300  acres,  and  rents  from 
x8  to  25s.  an  acre. 

July  19th,  left  Ratoath,  palfing  Robcrt's-towri, 
found  much  of  the  land  a  ftrong  loaoi  without  ftones, 
with  all  the  appearance  of  being  a  very  fine  foil. 
Got  to  Baron  Hamilton's  at  Hampton,  near  Bal- . 
briggen,  by  breakfafl.  His  houfe  is  new  built,  and 
ftands  agreeably  by  a  fine  Ihore,  with  a  full  view  of 
the  mountains  of  Mourn,  at  16  leagues  diflance,  and 
the  ifles  of  fkerry  near  him,  much  improving  the 
view.     He  favoured  me  with  the  following  account. 

About 
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About  H«iiiptdn»  the  foil  day  <x  fttong  loam,  and 
many  Aenes  in  it }  lets  {^khh  20  to  30$.  Farms  rife 
from  40  acres  to  x 00  and  150*  No  taking  in  part-^ 
nerKhip*     Courfes : 

I.  Fallow,  a.  Wheat,  7  barrels*  3.  Barley >  10 
to  12.     4*  Oats,   10. 

i.   Fallow*     2»  Wheatv      3,  Barley.     44  White 
^  peafe. 

I.  Fallow.  2.  Wheat.  31  Barley.  4.  Oat^. 
5.  Clover  for  2  years.     6.  Wheat  or  fallow. 

Ths  manures  lime,  fea  fand,  marie  and  Hme-ftone 
gfavel  got  three  feet  deep.     Lime  6d^  to  ^d.  at  the 
kiln ;  they  lay  from  xoo  to  150  barrels,  which  laft  8 
or  9  years  5  on  the  dry  foils  does  heft.     On  clay  well 
drained,  they  fpread  of  lime-^ftone  gravel,  that  has  a 
ftrong  fermentation,  300  to  400  loads,  generally  out  of 
drains,  ditches,  &c.  lafts  long,  it  is  beft  on  ftrong 
land.     Sea  fand  on  poor  clay  excellent ;  lay  300  bar- 
rels an  acre,  which  is  a  good  dreffing ;  lafts  many 
years,  and  changes  it  from  fcutcb  (iriticum  repens)  to 
white  clover  (iri folium  repens )\  it  has  an  effervefcence 
with  acids*     The  white  marie  tihder  black  bottoms  ; 
360  loads  an  acre.      On  new  lays  the  Baron  has 
found  a  very  fine  effeft  from  it.     Flax  chiefly  after 
potatoes,  and  then  barley.     Sow  ehougb  for  their 
own   ufe,     not  enough  for    manufa£lures   for  ffile. 
JFor  potatoes  they  pay  4I.  an  acre  for  dunged  land, 
or  lay  on  dung  and  have  it  for  nothing.     Much  hol- 
low draining^  4  feet  deep,  and  5  inches  broad  at  bot- 
tom J  fill  with  ftones,  and  the  improvement  found 
very  great ;  the  cominpn  farmer?  do  much.     Tillage 
Vol.  I.  \  jjerforn^ed 
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performed  moftly  witji  horfes,  Iri  hiring  farms  tliejr 
will  take  100  acres  with  20oh  Tythes  are  generally 
compounded.  The  Baron  hasSooL  a  year  in  tythes, 
and  they  pay  upon  an  average  2s.  an  acre.  If  dif- 
tinguiihed,  wheat  is  8s.  or  9s.  Barley  8s.  Oats  5s. 
Peafe  4s.  Meadow  4s.  6d.  Many  lands  are  hired  to 
be  relet.  Population  increafes  very  faft,  and  the 
country  in  every  refpeft  improves  amazingly.  A 
cottage  and  half  an  acre  40s.  to  3L  for  a  cow  30s. 
they  generally  have  2  cows.  A  bellyful  of  potatoes 
and  oatmeal  ioxjlif about ;  keep  2  or  3  pigs,  and  a 
gfeat  deal  of  poultry4  They  are  ufiiverfally  much  better 
off  in  every  rcfpeft  than  20  years  ago  :  more  induf- 
trious,  owing  perhaps  very  much  to  the  high  rents ; 
infomuch,,that  they  have  been  the  parent  of  all  im- 
provements. All  the  manures  have  been  found  out 
within  20  years.  Lime  has  not  been  ufed  more  than 
10  years,  e  When  Baron  Hamilton  built  the  pier  at 
Balbriggen,  in  the  year  1763,  there  was.  only  one  floop 
of  culm  for  burning  lime  in  a  feafon,  but  now  frgm 
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Cattle  of  all  forts  a  very  inferior  objeft.  This 
place  is  in  Fingal,  which  is  a  territot-y  from  near 
Dublin,  extending  along  the  coaft,  inhabited  by  a 
people  they  call  Fingalians  5  an  Englifli  colony 
planted  here  foon  after  their  landing,  fpeaking  nearly 
the  fame  language  as  the  Barony  of  Forth,  but  more 
intermixed  with  Irifli  in  language,  &c.  from  vicinity 
to  the  Capital. 

A  HORSE  and  car  and  *  driver  is.  two  cars  to 
a"  driver.  The  rife  of  labour  great  in  20  years> 
fi*oto  4d.  to  6d.     An  extraordinary  cifcumftance  is, 

**  -^  *  *  that 
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that  Ireland  has  been  very  profperous  on  comparifon 
with  former  times,  and  yet  intereft  of  money  now  6 
per  cent.  and. 20  years  ago  47  and  5.  Land  fells  at 
under  20  years  purchafe,  fallen  from  24  in  4  or  5 
years,  owing  partly  to  the  rents  being  run  up  too 
bighk 

.  Bakon  Hamilton  has  been  a  confiderable  im- 
prover ^  he  took  in  near  Hampton  150  acres,  moun- 
tj^n  land,  covered  with  fcutch  grafs,  (triticum  repens) 
furz  (ulex  eurapoe^us)  and  a  little  heath  (^.ica  vulgaris )\ 
ftubbcd  it  up,  ploughed  it  4  times,  limed  140  to  15P 
barrels  each  acre.  Sowed  rye,  fold  on  the  land 
for  7L  los.  an  acre.  For  two  fuccefEve  years  let  it  at 
4L  IDS.  an  acre  for  two  crops  of  oats,  which  yielded 
from.  16  to  20  barrels  an  acre  ;  then  two  years  more 
at3l.  15s.  and  3k  ids.  the  crops  14  barrels.  Fal- 
lowed it  to  deftroy  fcutch  grafs  for  maflin,,  and  then 
a  crop  of  fpring  corn  with  grafs  feed.  This  is  the 
courfe  in  which  the  rough  ground  has  been  generally 
improved..  This  foil  clay  without  much  ftone.  In 
its  rough  ftate  worth  only  5s.  an  acre  to  remain  fo, 
but  the  Baron  paid- 165.  6d.  The  firft  year's  expence 
was,  crop  included,  ipl.  an  acre,  now  worth  20s.  to 
a8s.  an  acre. 

The  Baron  carried  me  to  Balbriggen)  a  little  fea 
^ort  of  his,  which  owes  its  being  to  his  cafe  and  at- 
*tention.  It  fuWifts' by  its  fifhing -boats,  which  he 
builds^  has  23  of  them,  each  carrying  7  men,  who 
'are  not  paid  wages,  but  divide  the  produce  of  their 
fifliery.  The  veflel  takes  one  fliarc,  and  the  hands 
one  e^ch,  which  amounts  on  an  average  to  16s.  a 
Week.  A  boat  cofts  from  130L  to  20cl.  fitted  out 
ready  for  the  fifhery.::  they  makj?  their  own  nets. 
'.      ::  I  2  The 
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The  port  owes  its  cxiftence  to  a  very  fine  pier  whicfc 
Baron  Hamilton  built,  within  which  fhips  of  200 
tons  can  lay  their  broad  fides,  and  unload  in  the 
quay.  Such  veffels  bring  coals  and  culm  from 
Wales,  &c.  The  bafe  of  the  pier  is  iS  feet  thfck, 
and  on  the  outfide  is  a  confiderable  rampart  of  great 
fragments  of  rock,  funk  to  defend  it  againft  the 
waves.  In  moving  thefe  huge  ftones,  fome  of  which 
weigh  8  or.  10  ton,  he  made  ufe  of  a  contrivance 
which  deferves  to  be  generally*  "known.  They  are 
fpread  along  the  fliore,  between  high  and  low  water* 
mark,  but  to  get  them  to  the  place  where  wanted  was 
a  very  difficult  bufinefs.  He  laJlied  puncheons  to. 
them  at  low  water,  which  floated  them  when  the  tide 
came  in,  and  conveyed  them  over  the  fpot  where 
wanted ;  but  in  difengaging  the  calks  from  the  ftone 
to  fmk  the  latter,  he  often  had '  them  broken,  and 
found  many  difficulties.  To  remedy  this,  he  had  a 
contrivance  very  fimple  and  ingenious,  which  an*^ 
fwered  the  purpofe  completely.  The  puncheons  were 
hooped  ftrongly  with  iron  near  each  end,  and  between 
thefe  irons  was  a  chain,  from  the  center  of  which 
went  an  iron  tongue.  The  ftones,  at  low  vrgtcr, 
were  lafhed  round  with  a  chain  with  open  irons  that 
correfponded  with  thofe  tongues  in  the  caik  chains^ 
the  one  went  into  the  other,  and  when  clofed  had  a 
female  fcrew  through  all  three;  through  the  two 
jaws  of  the  one,  and  the  tongue  of  the  other,  a  male 
fcrew  at  the  end  of  a  bar  was  then  fcrew^d  in'iyhen  the 
ftone  was  ready  to  move.  One  of  8  tons  required  10 
puncheons :  upon  being  floated  over  the  fpot  where 
wanted  thefe  bars  were  unfcrewed,  and  the  ftone  and 
cafks  difengaged  at  once  without  trouble,  the  011$; 
finking,  and  the  cafk^  floating  aWay  with  the  chaiR 
that  wus  lafhcd  round  the  flone. 

LeftT 
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Left  Balbriggen  and  went  to   Bally-garth,  the 
feat  of  • '  Pepper,  Efq;  a  place  very  agreeably 

wooded  on  a  rifing  ground  above  a  river.  Mr.  Pep- 
per keeps  a  conilderable  domain  in  his  hands,  and  has 
pra^iced  feveral  parts  of  hufbandry  with  much  at- 
tention ',  he  has  laid  down  large  trafts  to  grafs,  which 
he  has  made  fo  good  that  he  could  let  it  readily  for 
50*.  to  3I.  an  acre.  His  courfe  of  crops  has  been 
fometimes,  i.  Turnips.  2.  Barley.  3.  Clover. 
4.  Wheat  i  and  has  cultivated  turnips  in  confiderable 
quantities.  In 'feveral  particulars,  which  I  faw  my- 
felf,  Mr.  Pepper  appears  an  excellent  farmer.  His 
quick  fences  were  in  perfefl:  order  j  his  wet  lands 
hollow  drained,  and  the  mouths  of  the  drains  well 
faced  with  ftone.  The  old  ditch  earth  on  the  borders 
of  his  fields  was  carting  away  to  form  compofis;  he 
did  it  by  contraft,  the  men  digging  and  leading  it 
from  20  to  30  perches,  drivipg  and  finding  horfes  and 
cars  at  5d.  a  fcore  loads,  each  a  barrel.  This  is  much 
againft  the  Irifli  cars,  for  four  horfes  carry  but  16 
bufhels  of  earth,  whereas  three  in  an  Englijfh  cart 
would  carry  double  that.  Mr.  Pepper  is  much  a 
friend  to  them  for  fome  things,  but  in  others  thinks 
that  two-horfe  carts  are  preferable  J  with  two  horfes 
in  a  well-made  cart,  he  fends  10  barrels  to  Dublin, 
whereas  two  horfes  in  two  cars  carry  but  five  or  fix 
barrels,  which  is  a  great  inferiority  ;  but  he  likes  the 
little  one-horfe  cart  better  ftill,  which  brings  him 
three  barrels  of  coals,  limej  &c.  A  circumftance  in 
the  fattening  of  cattle,  in  which  he  is  peculiar,  is,  not 
letting  his  bulls  go  among  his  fattiening  cows ;  he 
iK^ver  does  this,  and  finds  that  they  fat  as  well  with- 
out as  with  it.  In  breeding  fheep  he  is  attentive,  find- 
ing it  a4>rofitable  branch  of  farming.  He  keeps  hi» 
lambs  till  they  are  two-year-old  wethers,  and  fells 
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them  in  fpring  at  35^.  each  on  an  average ;  but  could 
not  do  it  without  the  affiftance  of  turnips.  His  ewes 
dip  81b.  of  wool,  and  his  lambs  71b.  20  acres  ofgrafs 
will  carry  too  through  the  year,  except  the'  turnip 
feafon.  Sea  fand  Mr.  Pepper  fpreads  on  his  clay 
meadows,  and  finds  the  benefit  of  it  very  great. 

In  converfation  on  the  common  people,  Mr.  Pep-r 
per  tifTured.me  he  never  found  them  more  difhoneft 
than  in  other  countries.  They  would  thieve  (lightly 
till  they  found  him  refolute  in  puniChing  all  he  dtfco- 
vered  ;  even  his  turnips  have  fuffered  very  little  de- 
predation. 

July  20th,  to  Drogheda,  a  well  built  town,  aftive 
ir^  trade,  the  Boyne  bringing  fhips  to  it.  It  was 
fnarket-day,  and  I  found  the  quantity  of  corn,  &c. 
and  the  number  of  people  aflembled  very  great ;  few 
country  markets  in  England  more  thronged.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Nefbit,  to  whom  recommended,  abfent, 
which  was  a  great  lofs  to  me,  as  I  had  feveral  enqui- 
Ties  which  remained  unfatisfied. 

To  the  field  of  battle  on  the  Boyne.— The  view  of 
the  fcene  from  a  rifing  ground  which  looks  down  up- 
on it  is  exceedingly  beautiful,  being  one  of  the  com- 
pleteft  landfcapes  I  have  feen.  It  is  a  vale,  loofin^ 
itfelf  in  front  between  bold  declivities,  above  which 
are  fome  thick  woods,  and  diftant  country.  Through 
the  vale*  the  river  winds  and  forms  an  ifland,  the  point 
of  which  is  tufted  v^ith  trees  in  the  prettieft  manner 
imaginable  5  on  the  other  fide  a  rich  fcenery  of  wood, 
among  which  is  Doftor  Norris's  houfe.  To  the 
right  on' a  rifing  ground  on  the  banks  of  the  river  is 
the  obelifk,  backed  by  a  very  bold  declivity ;  purfucd 

the 
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dte  road' till  near  it,  quitted  my  chaife,  and  walked  to 
the  foot  of  it.  It  is  founded  on  a  rock  which  rifes 
boldly  from  the  river.  It  is  a  noble  pillar,  and  ad- 
mirably placed.  I  feated  myfelf  on  the  oppofite  rock, 
and  indulged  the  emotions^  which,  with  a  melancholy 
not  unpleafing,  filled  my  bofom,  while  I  refledled  on 
the  confequences  that  had  fprung  from  the  vi<3ory 
here  obtained.  Liberty  was  there  triumphant.  May 
the  virtues  of  our  pofterity  fecure  that  prize  which  the 
bravery  of  their  anceftors  won  !  Peace  to  the  memory 
of  the  Prince  to  whom,  whatever  might  be  his  fail- 
ings, we  owed  that  day  memorable  in  the  annals  of 
Europe"! 

Returned  part  of  the  way,  and  took  the  road  to 
CuUen,  where  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  Forfter  received 
me  in  the  moft  obliging  manner,  and  gave  me  a  va- 
riety of  information  uncommonly  valuable.  He  has 
made  the  greateft  improvements  I  have  any  where  met 
with.  The  whole  country  22  years  ago  was  a  wafte 
fheep  walk,  covered  chiefly  with  heath,  with  fom^ 
dwarf  furz  and  fern.  The  cabbins  and  people  as  mi- 
ferable  as  can  be  conceived  ;  not  a  proteftant  in  the 
country,  nor  a  road  pafTable  for  a  carriage.  In  a  word, 
perfectly  refembling  other  mountainous  trails,  arid 
the  whole  yielding  a  rent  of  not  more  (ban  from  3s. 
to  4s.  an  acre.  Mr.  Forfter  could  not  bear  fo  barren 
a  property,  and  determined  to  attempt  the  improve- 
ment of  an  eftate  of  5000  acres  till  then  deemed  irre- 
claimable. He  encouraged  the  tenants  by  every  fpc- 
.cies  of  perfuafion  and  expence,  but  they  had  fo  ill  an 
opinion  of  the  land  that  he  was-  forced  to  begin  with 
2  or  3000  acres  in  his  own  hands  ;  he  did  not,  how- 
ever, turnout  the  people,  but  kept  them  in  to  fee 
•the  cfFeft  of  his  operations. 

-I  4  These 
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The^ E  WeBe  of  a  magnitu<)e  I  have  never- htfard  be^ 
f6re  ;  he  had  for  feveral  years  27  lime -kilns  burnmg 
ftone,  "w^hichi  was  brought  4  milfes  with  culm  from 
Milford  Ha,^n>  He  had  450  cars  employed  by  thefe 
kilns,  and  paid  700!;  a  ye^r  for  culm  :  the  ftone  was 
fjuarxied  by  from  60  to  80  men  regularly  at  that 
work ;  this  was  dt>ing  the  bufinefs  with,  incomparable 
fpirit-^yet  had  he  no  pe^ruliar  advantages,  but  many 
circumAances  againfl  him,  among  which,  his.  canfhmt 
attendancs  on  the  courts,  which  enabled  him  to  foe 
Cullenibut  by  ftarts,  was  not  the  Icaft.  The  works 
were  neceflarily  left  to  others  at  a  time  that  he  could 
have  wifhcd  conftantly  to  have  attended  them. 

While  this-vaft  bufinefs  of  liming  Was  goihg  for- 
wards, roads  were  alfo  making,  and  the  whole  traA 
inctofed  in  fields  of  about  10  acres  each,  with  ditches 
J  feetwi4^  and  6  deep,  at  is.  a.  percb>  the  banks 
planted  with  quick  and  foreft  trees*  Of  thefe  fotces 
70)000  perches  were  done. 

I'K  order  to  create  a  new  race  of  tenants,  he  fixed 
yponthemoft  aAive  »idinduftriou8  labourers,  bought 
them  cowsj  &c<  and  advanced  nxmey  to  begin  with 
little  fairms,  leaving  them  to  pay  it  as  they  could. 
Thefe  men  he  nurfed  up  in  proportion  to  their  in- 
duftl^y^  and  fora«  ofthera  are  now  good  fslrmers,  with 
4  or.  500I*  eiBich-  in  their  pockets^.  He  didate4  to 
them^  what  they  fl>ould  do^with  their  lands,  promifimg 
tQ-p4y  the  lofs^  if  any  ihould  happen,  while  all  the 
advantage  would  be  their  own.  They  obeyed  htm 
implicitly,  and- he  ricver  had  4  demand  for  a  flsil- 
ling  lo£r«. 
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.  He  fixed:  a  colony  of  French  and  EngHfli  protec- 
tant on  the  land,  which  have  flouriflied  greatly.  In 
GuUen  are  50  families  of  tradefmen^  among  whom 
{bbi:i6ty  and  induftry  are  perfectly  eftaUifhed. 

Maky  of  thefe  lands  being  very  wet,  draining  was 
a  confiderabie  operation :  this  he  did  very  efFe&ually, 
burying  in  the  drains  feveral  millions  of  loads  of 
ftones. 

The  mode  in  which  the  chief  baron  carried  on  the 
improvement,  was  by  fallowing.      He  ftubbed  the 
fiurze,  &c.  and  ploughed  it,  upon  which  he  fpread 
fiDm  140  to  170  barrels  of  lime  per  acre,  propor- 
tioning the  quantity  to  the  mould  or  clay  which  the 
plough  turned  up.     For  experiment  he  tried  as  far  as 
300  barrels,  and  always  found  that  the  greater  the 
quantity,  the  greater  the^  improvement.     The  lime 
coft  him  9d.  a  barrel  on  the  land  :  his  ufual  quantity 
160,  at  the  expence  of  61.  an  acre,  and  the  total  of 
that  expence  alone  30,0001.     After  the  liming,  fal- 
lowed the  land  for  rye,  and  after  the  rye  took  two 
crops  of  oats.     Throughout  the  improvement,  the 
lime  has  been  fo  exceedingly  beneficial  that  he  attri* 
liutes  his  fuccefs  principally  to  the  ufe  of  it.     With- 
out it,  all  other  circumftances  equal,  he  has  got  3  or 
4  barrels  an  acre  of  oats,  but  with  it  20  and  22  of 
barley.     Has  compared  lime  and  white  marie  on  an 
improved  mountain-foil  for  flax,  that  on  the  lime  pro- 
duced looolb.  well  fcutched,  the  other  3Golb« 

His  great  object  was  to  (hew  the  tenantry  as  foon 
as  he  could,  what  thefe  improvements  would  do  in 
corn,  in  order  to  fet  them  to  work  themfelves.    He 
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ibid  them  the  corn  crops  en  the  ground  at  40s.  4a 
acre  :  the  three  crops  paid  him  therefore  the  expence 
of  the  liming)  at  the  fame  time  they  were  profitable 
bargains  to  the  tenants.  With  the  third  corn- 
crop  the  land  was  laid  down  to  grafs.  Upon  this 
f)peration,  ?ifter  the  manuring^  ditching  and  draining, 
the  old  tenants,  very  readily  hired  them.  Some  fee- 
ing, the  benefit  of  the  works,  executed  them  upon 
their  own  'lands  ;  but  their  landlord  advanced  all 
the  money,  and  trufted  to  their  fuccefs  and  honefty 
for  the  payment-  This  change  of  their  fentimejits 
induced  him  to  build  new  farm-houfes,  of  whicl\  he 
bas  erefted  above  30,  all  of  lime  and  ftojie,  ^t  the 
expence  of  above  40!,  a  houfe ;  the  farms  are  in 
general  about  8q  acres  each. 

After  fix  or  (even  years,  the  chief  baron  limed 
much  of  it  a  fecond  time  on  the  fod,  and  the  benefit 
«f  it  very  great.  It  is  all  let  now  on  an  averajge  at 
20s.,  an  acre..  Upon  the  whole,  his  LordjEoip  is 
clearly  of  opinion  that  the  improvement  has  been 
exceedingly  profitable  to  him,  befides  the  pleafure  that 
has  attended  fo  uncommon  a  creation,  He  would 
recommend  a  fimilar  undertaking  to  others  whd 
poffefs  waftes,  and  if  he  had  fuch  another  eftate  he 
would  undertake  it  himfelf.. 

He  alfo  allotted  a  confiderable  trafl:  of  many  acres 
for  plantations,  which  are  well  placed  and  flourifh- 
ing.  ^Ridings  are  cut  in  them,  and  they  form  a  very 
agreeable  fcenery.  Mr.  Forfter,  his  fon,  takes  much 
pleafure  in  adding  to  them,  and  has  introduced 
170a  forts  of  European  and  American  plants.  The 
cottntry  is  how  a  fhect  of  corn  :  a  greater  improve- 
'n:pent-  I  have  rtot  heard  of,  or  orte  whi<^h  did  more 
genuine  honour  to  the  perfon  that  ui^dcrtook  it. 

This 
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This  great  improver,  a  title  more  dcfcrving 
eftimation  than  that  of  a  great  General  or  a  great 
Minifter,  lives  now  to  overlook  a  country  flouriihing 
only  from  his  exertions.  He  has  made  a  barren 
wildernefs  fmile  with  cultivation,  planted  it  with 
people,  and  made  tbofe  pebple  happy.  Such  arc  tl^e 
men  to  whom  monarchs  (hould  decree  their  honours, 
and  nations  ert&  their  ftatues. 

Some  other  circumftances  I  learnt  from  his  Lord- 
^ip  were— that  more  than  half  the  county  of  Louth, 
which  is  one  of  the  beft  in  Ireland  for  tillage,  is  every 
year  under  corn  :  25  years  ago,  it  was  all  at  ips.  an 
acre,  now  21s.  Corn-acre  rents,  40  years  ago,  were 
25s. — 25  years  ago  30s.— now  3I.  12s.  Conjeftures 
9ne  family  to  every  10  acres  in  the  county,  jexclufive 
of  towns  :  founds  this  by  obferving  generally  four 
families  to  every  farm  of  40  acres. 

The  general  courfe  of  crops  in  Louth  is :  i.  Fal- 
low. 2.  Wheat,  the  produce  6  barrels.  3.  Oats, 
ditto  15  barrels.  4.  Barley,  ditto  15  barrels.  5.  Oats. 
6.  Grafs  feeds  fown,  or  left  wafte  to  turf  itfelf. 

In  his  Lordfhip's  circuits  through  the  north  of 
Ireland  he  was,  upon  all  occafions,  attentive  to  pro- 
cure information  relative  to  the  linen  manufacture. 
It  has  been  his  general  obfervation,  that  where  linen 
fpreads  tillage  is  very  bad.  Thirty  years  ago  the 
export  of  linen  and  yarn  about  500,0001.  a  year ; 
now  i,200,oool.  to  1,500,0001.  The  chief  baron 
has  taken  fome  pains  to  compare  the  linen  and 
woollen  manufadure  for  Ireland,  and  found,  from 
the  clofeft  infpedion,  that  the  people  employed  in 
the  linen  earned  one-third  more  than  thofe  in  the 
woollen.     One  ftone  of  wool  is  the  produce  of  an 
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acre  of  gfafe,  which  feeds  two  and  an  half,  or  three 
flieep*  R^^,  i€  is  equal  toons- third  of  the  ttianufa£tu]^ed 
value,  iand  at  lOs.  is  only  il.  los.  grdfs  produce^ 
An  acre  of  ftax  at  8  cwt.  and  he  has  had  12  cwt. 
wrought  into  the  worft  limens,  will  amount  to  ten 
times  the  value  of  the  acre  under  wool.  It  is  found 
in  manufadure,  that  it  never  flou^i(hes  when  oatmeal 
IS  cheap — the  greateft  exports  of  linitn  are  -whtn  it 
\s  deareft. 

Respecting  the  thieving  difpofition  of  tlie  com- 
mon people,  which  I  had  heard  fo  much  of,  the 
chief  baron  was  entirely  of  a  different  opinion-*- 
from  his  own  experience  he  judged  them  to  be  re- 
markably honeft.     In  working  his  improvements,  he 

.  has  lived  in  his  houfe  without  fhutters,  bolts,  6r 
bars,  and  with  it  half  full  of fpalpecnsy  y6t  rtever  loft 
the  leaft  trifle — nor  has  he  met  with  any  deprfeda- 

-  lions  among  his  fenxres  or  plantations. 

Raising;  rent»  he  coififMkrs  as  one  of  the  greateft 
caufe&of  thte  improvement  of  Ireland  ;  he  has  found 
4hat  upon  his  own  eftates  it  has  univerfally  quickenecf 
their  induftry^  fer  them  to  fearching  for  flftanures, 
and  made  them  in  every  mCpeO:  better  farmexSB,  But 
this,  holds  only  to  a  certain  point ;  if  ^arri^  too  far, 
ft  deadens,  inftead  of  anlmatiing,  induftry.  He  has 
dways  preferncd  his  old  tenants,  and  ncvei*  let  a 
fturm  by  adveitifement  to  receive  propofais.  That  the 
iyftcm  of  letting  faHns  to  be  re-let  to  lower  tenants, 
was  going  out  very  much  :  it  is  princitpitlly  updn 
the  eftates  of  abfentees,  whofe  agents  think  dnly  of 
the  moft  rent  from  the  xhatt  fol vcnx  tenant. . 
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In  e^nver fation  upon  the  popery  law^^  I  •xpreffed 
my  furprife  at  their  feverity  :  he  fatd  tkey  were  fe- 
vere  in  the  letter,  but  were  never  executed*  It  is 
rarely  or  never  (he  knew  no  inftance)  that  a  proteft- 
ant  difcoverer  gets  a  leafe  by  proving  the  lands  let 
under  two-thirds  of  their  real  value  to  a  catholic. 
There  are  fevere  penalties  on  carrying  arms  or  read- 
ing mafs  ;  but  the  firft  is  never  executed  for  poaching 
which  I  had  heurd),  and  as  to  the  other,  mafs- 
houfes  are  to  be  feen  eveiy  where  :  there  is  one  in 
his  own  town.  His  Lordflilp  did  juftice  to  the 
merits  of  the  roman  catholics,  by  obferving  that  they 
were  in  general  a  very  fober,  honeft,  and  induftrious 
people.  This  account  of  the  laws  againft  them 
brought  to.  my  mind,  an  admirable  exprcffion  of  Mr* 
Burke's,  ia  the  Englifli  hpuffe  of  commons.  Con- 
nivance IS  TH?  RJELAXATIO^I  Ot  SLAVJERY,  NOT 
THE  DEFINITION  O^  LIBERTY.. 

The  kingdom  more  improved  in  the  laft  20  years 
than  in  a  century  before.  The  great  fpirit  began 
in  1749  and  1750. 

He  was  affiired  that  the  emigrations,  which  made 
fo  much  noife  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  were  princi- 
pally idle  people^  who,  far  from  being  mifled,  left 
the  country  the  better  by  their  ab fence.  They  were 
generally  diflenters,  very  few  churchmen  or  catholics. 

July  21ft,  took  my  leave  of  this  prince  of  im- 
provers, who  gave  me  a  letter  to  Mr.  Forfter  of 
'  RofTy  Park ;  bent  my  courfe  thither,  but  he  being 
ft-oflj  home,,  went  on  to  Atli^rdee  ;  and  one  of  the 
fii>^  fljieets  of  corn  T  ever  beheld  is  from  the  hill 
wbiph  looks  down  on  that  town.     It  is  a  glorious 
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profped,  vall  waving  hills  of  wheat  as  Tar  as  the  eye 
can  fee^  with  the  town  of  Atherdee  in  a  wood  in  the 
vale. 

To  Dundalk,  the  view  down  on  this  town  alfo 
very  beautiful,  fwelling  hills  of  a  fine  verdure,  with  * 
many  rich  inclofures  backed  by  a  bold  outline  of 
mountain  that  is  remarkable.  Laid  at  the  Clah- 
braffil  Armsj  and  found  it  a  very  good  inn.  The 
place,  like  moft  of  the  Irifh  towns  I  have  been  in, 
full  of  new  buildings,  with  every  mark  of  increafing 
wealth  and  profperity.  A  cambrick  manufacture 
was  eftablifhed  here  by  parliament,  but  failed ;  it 
was,  however,  the  origin  of  that  more  to  the  north. 

July  22d,  left  Dundalk — Took  the  road  through 
Ravenfdale  to  Mr*  Foritefcue,  to  whom  I  had  a  let- 
ter, but  unfortunately  he  was  in  the  fouth  of  Ireland. 
Here  I  faw  many  good  ftone  and  flate  houfes,  and 
fome  bleach  greens ;  and  I  was  much  pleafed  to  fee 
the  inclofures  creeping  high  up  the  fides  of  the 
mountains  ftoney  as  they  are.  Mr.  Fortefcue's  fitu- 
ation  is  very  romantic  on  the  fide  of  a  mountam, 
with  fine  woods  hanging  on  every  fide,  with  the 
lawn  beautifully  fcattered  with  trees  fpreading  into 
them,  and  a  pretty  river  winding  through  the  vale, 
beautiful  in  itfelf,  but  trebly  fo  on  information,  that 
before  he  fixed  there,  it  was  all  a  wide  wafte.  Rents 
in  Ravenfdale  los.  mountain  land  2s.  6d.  to  5s. 
Alfo  large  trafts  rented  by  villages,  the  cottars  di- 
viding it  among  themfelves,  and  making  the  mountain 
common  for  their  cattle. 

Breakfasted  at  Newry,  the  globe,  another 
good  inn. — This  town  appears  exceedingly  flourifh- 
ing,  and  is  very  well  biiilt  j  yet  40  years  ago^  I  was 
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told  there  were  nothing  but  mud  cabbins  in  it :  this 
great  rife  has  been  much  owing  to  the  canal  to 
Loch-Neagh.  I  croffed  it  twice — it  is  indeed  a 
4iobIe  work.  I  was  amazed  to  fee  fliips  of  150  tons, 
and  more,  lying  in  it>  like  barges  in  an  Englifli 
canal.  Here  is  a  confiderable  trade*  Take  the  road 
to  Market-hill :  the  town  parks  about  Ncwry  let  up 
to  2I.  and  3I.  an  acre,  yrhich  is  here  Englifh  meafure* 
They  fow  oats  chiefly  gs  I  advanced,  with  a  little 
barley — no  fallows,  and  but  little  clover.  Within 
four  miles  of  Market-hill,  the  oouxfe,  !•  Oafs^ 
2.  Oats.  3.  Oat§.  .  4..0at«.,  5.  Oats,  and  then 
leave  it  to  the  rubbifh^  whdch  comes  for  3  or  4  years  t 
fome  potatoes,  and  after  it  flax.  I  am  now  got  into 
the  linen  country,  and  the  worft  huibandry  I  have 
met  wit ;  my  lord  chief  baron  is  right. .  .Rents  ios. 
to  13s.  the  Englifli  acre;  all  the  farms  are  very 
fmall,  let  to  weavers,  &c.  They  meafure  by  the 
ioll  of  10  bufliels,  a  good  crop  of  oats  three  to  four 
and  an  half. 

Thi«  road  is  abominably  bad,  continually  over 
hills,  rough,  ftoney,  and  cut  up.  It  is  a  turnpike, 
which  in  Ireland  is  a  fynonymous  term  for  a  vile- road, 
which  is  the  more  extraordinary,  as  thte  crofs  ones 
are  the  fineft  in  the  world. .  It  is  the  effedl  of  jobs 
and  impoiition  which,  difgrace  the  kingdom;  the 
prefentment  roads  fliew  what  may  be  done,  and  ren- 
der thefe  villainous  turnpikes  the  more  difgufting. 

■ 

Called  at  Lord  Gosfort's,  to  whom  I  had  been 
introduced  by  Lord  HarcOUrt,  but  he  was  not  yet 
come  from  Dublin  ;  his  ft'eward,  however,  gave  me 
the  few  following  particulars.  About  Market-hill 
they  meafure  by  the  Englijbf  acre,  and  let  from  8s. 

mountain. 
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in0uatain>    to  J2s.  and    148*     The  courfes    are^ 
s»  Oats.    1«  Osts^v.  3«  Osts«    4  Oits.    5.  Oats. 

6.  Oats,  ^en  leave  it  to  itkU  to  graze  three  of  four 
yearSy  this  on  good  il/ong  land  3  on  worfe  three  of 
fbur  of  oats,  and  tliree  or  four  of  gra£s,  that  is  weeds, 
they  reckon  the  bed;  management  to  lime  it  on  the 
fod,  then  dixee  crops  of  oa4s,  and   three  years  kft^ 
and  that  one  liming  will  laft  many  years.     Meafure 
by  bolls,  each  10  buibels  ;  fow  fix  bufliels  of  oats  to 
aa  acre ;  a  ^ood  crop  60  bufliels,  but  that  is  extra-^^ 
oi?dinary ;  4  or  5  bolls  ecMimion  %  and  the  crops  will 
hoU  good  through  the  whole  ^urfe,  the  firft  will  be 
the  worft*    Another  courfe,  x.  Potatoes.     2#  Flax, 
ar  oats.     Alfo  after  feveral  crops  of  oats,  pl'Ough 
thrice  and  fow  flax  feed,  two  buihels  to  an   acre, 
and  yield  12  to  18  ftone  to  erery  bulhel  of  feed. 
Never  fow  flax  twice  running.     Plant  i&  to  tS 
bufhels  of  potatoes  on  an  acre ;  they  do  not  live  en- 
tirely on  them,  but  have  oatmeal,  oaten  bread,  and 
fometimes  flefli  meat,  once  or  twice  a  week.       In 
fpinning  a  woman  will  do  5  or  6  hanks  a  week,  and 
get  30S.  for  it  by  hire,  as  wages  for  half  a  year  ^ 
a  girl  of  12  years  old  three-halfpence,  or  two-pence 
a  day.     A  oaan  will  earn,   by  weaving  coarfc  linen 
IS.  2d.  and  is*  6d.  by  £ne.     The  manufacturers  live 
better  than  the  labourers  j  they  earn  3s.  6d.   a  week 
in  winter,  amd  4$.  in  fummer.     Manufafturers  have 
all  bom  6  to  15  acres  from  6s.  to  20s.  an  acre,  and  the 
houfe  into  the  bargain :   generally  two  or  three  cows, 
and  a  bit  of  flax.     The  country  labourers  have  alfo 
from  6  to  10  acres.    A  cabbin  without  land  il.  is. 
a  year.     Cloth  and  yarn  never  fo  dear  as  at  prefent, 
and  the  people  all  employed — none  idle.     A  cottage^ 
building  5}.  ditto  ftone  and  flate  Sol.     A  great  rife 
of  both  laboiir  and  proiriflcns  >  20  years  ago  beef 
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td.  tn4  lii*  per  lb.  and  labour  3d.  and  4id.  a  day« 
Rejigipn  moftly  roman,  hut  fome  preftyterians  and 
chujxh  of  £ngland.-i«-Manufa&urers  generally  pro-* 
teftants.  Their  wives  drink  tea  for  breakfaft.  No 
cattle  but  for  convenience  among  the  fmall  farmers* 
No  farms  above  lOO  acres,  and  thofe  flock  Oies^ 
tot  fattening  cows  and  bullocks.  Very  few  fheep 
in  the  country.  Manure^  are  lime,  of  which  20  to- 
60  barrels  per  acre^  at  js«  6dy  will  laft  for  ever  ;  beft- 
fibr  light  land— 4narle  grey  and  white,  bpft  on  heathy 
grounds  Some  foaper&  wafte  at  Ardmagh  and  New-* 
ly,  bait  not  much.  Reached  Ardmagh  in  the  even-« 
gig ;  waited  on  the  primate^  ..   . 

JutY  23d,  his  Grace  ro4e  out  with  me  to  Ard-- 
magh^  and  ihewev^  me  fome  of  the  noble  and  fpirited 
works  by  which  he  has  perkStly  changed  the  face 
of.  t^e  neighbourhood.  The  buildings  he  has  eretSled 
ih  feiMin  years,  one  would  fuppofe,  without  previous 
information,  to  be  the  work  of  an  aiftve  life.  A  liflr 
lifthem  will  juftfy  this  pbiervation« 

Hh  has  ere(9£d  a  very  eleganit  pals^cp,  90  feet  by 
60,  and  40  high,  in  which  aa  u;jadonied  fiEnpliw. 
city  reigns.  It  is  light  and  pleafing,  withom 
the  addition  of  wings  or  lefler  parts,  which  too  fre- 
qu^fiitly  wanting  a  fufficient  untfor'^nity  with  the 
b.Q4yoftJ>eedific<j,.are  i4nconne^€;d  with  it  in  efTftft* 
and  divide  the  attention^  Large  an4 \am^le  ojfioefl 
are  conveniently  placed  behind  a  plantation  at  a 
fm^ll  4iftanqe :  a^whi  the  j>alace  ii  a  lajrge  lawn 
which  fpreads  on  every  fid«  ovei*  the  bills,  dn«^ 
(kirted  by  young  pl^ntatians,  in  one  of  which  is  4 
tisrra^e,  which  commai^ds  a  mafl:  be^Aitiful  view'-of 
cultivated  hill  and  dale.     The  view  from  the  palacd 
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is  much  improved  by  the  barracks,  the  fchool,  and  a 
new  church  at  a  diftance,  all  which  are  fo  placed! 
as  to  be  exceedingly  ornamental  to  the  whole  country. 

The  barracks  were  eredked  under  his  Grace's  di- 
rediions,    and   form  a  large   and  handfome  edifice. 
The  fchool  is  a  building  of  confiderable  extent,  and 
admirably  adapted  for  the  purpofe :    a  more  conve- 
nient or  &  better  contrived  one,  is  no  wheie  tobefeen. 
There  are  apartments  for  a  mailer,  a  fchool-room 
56  feet  by  28,  a  large    dining«room  and   fpacious 
airy  dormitories,  with  every  other- neceffary,  and  a 
fpacious  play-ground  'walled  in  ;  the  whole  forming 
a  handfome  front :  and  attention  being  paid  to  the 
refidence  of  the  matter  (the  falary  is  400I.  a  year), 
the   fchxx)l   flourifhes,  and   muft  prove  one   of  the 
greateft  advantages  to  the  country  of  any  thing  that 
covild  have  been  eftablifhed.     This  edifice  entirely,  at 
the  primate's  exp^nce.     The  church   is  erefted  of 
white  flone,  and  having  a  tall  fpire  makes    a  very. 
agreeable  objeft,  in  a  country  where  churches  and- 
fpires  do  not  abound — at  leaft   fuch   as   are  worth 
looking  at.     Three  other  churches  the  primate  has 
alfo  built,  and  done  confiderable  reparations  to  the 
cathedral. 

He  has  been  the  means  alfo  of  ere&ing  a  public 
infirmary,  which  was  built  by  fubfcription,  contri- 
buting amply  to  it  himfelfi 

A  PUBLIC  library  he  has  ere£bed  at  his  own  ex- 
pence,  giving  a  large  collection  of  books,  and  en- 
dowed it.  The  room  is  excellently  adapted,  45  by  25, 
and  20  high,  with  a  gallery,  and  apartments  for  a 

librarian. 
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He  has  further  ornamented  the  city  with  a  market* 
houfe  and  Ihambles,  and  been  the  dire£l  means,  by 
giving  leafes  upon  that  condition^  of  almoft  new 
building  the  whole  places  He  found  it  a  neft  of  mud 
cabbins^  and  he  will  leave  it  a  well-built  city  of  ftone 
and  flate.  I  heard  it  aflerted  in  common  converfation, 
that  his  Grace,  in  thefe  noble  undertakings,,  had  not 
expended  lefs  than  3O4OO0I.  befides  what  he  had  been 
the  means  of  doing,  though  not  dire&ly  at  his  own 
expence* 

When  it  is  confidered  that  all  this  has  been  done  in  ^ 
the  fliort  term  of  7  or  8  years,  I  fhould  not  be  accufed 
of  exaggeration,  if  I  faid  they  were  noble  and  fpirited 
works  undiertaken  upon  a  mail's  paternal  eftate,  how 
itnich  niore  then  are  they  worthy  6f  praife  when  exe- 
cJuted  not  for  his  own  pofterity  but  for  thfe  public 
good  ?  Amidft  fttch  great  works  of  a  different  na- 
ture, it  is  not  to  be  expedled  that  his  Grace  fhould 
have  given  much  attention  to  agriculture;  yet  has. 
he  not  neglefted  it.  In  order  to  improve  the  breed 
of  cattle  in  the  country,  he  brought  from  England 
a  bull  arid  feveral  cows  of  the  true  Teefwater  breed, 
c^f  a  vaft  fize,  with  fliort  Holderrteffe  horns  j  they 
give  a  great  quantity  of  milk,  and  he  has  preferved 
the  breed  pure  and  to  their  fize,  by  feeding  the 
.  Calves  with  much  attention  :  they  have  a  Confiderable 
quantity  of  milk  given  them  while  at  grafs. 

In  thfe  husbandry  of  the  neighbourhood  no  other 
corn  is  raifed  than  oats,  and  they  have  a  notion  that 
wheat  will  not  do^  here :  to  convince  them  of  the  con- 
trary, the  primate  has  fallowed  a  large  field,  manured 
it  differently  for  a  comparifon,  and  fowed  wheat, 
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The  crop  i  viewed,  and  found  it  a  vdry  fine  and  a  very 
cl(ean  one. 

In  order  th^t  I  might  bie  well  inforoded  about  the 
Ivnen  iip4nufa£lure,  hi^  Grace  was  (6  obliging  sis.  Iq 
f^n4  for  one  of  the  moft  confid'erabte. merchants  in 
the  city,  Mr*  MagooQgh,  who  v«ry  intelligently 
gave  me  all  the  |Mu:ticulaxs  I  wanted. 

The  following  circumftances  I  owe  to  his  infor* 
mation.  About  Ardmagh  the  farms  are  very  fmall ; 
the  principal  people-occupy  from40to6aacres^th^e 
fQW  fome  flax  as  well  as  raife  corn,  but  in  general 
they- are  from  5  to  20  acres  j  the  only  objefl:  the  line^ 
nianufafture.  This  is  the  cafe  all  the  way  to  Newry  ;^ 
alfo.  to  Monaghan,  but  in  that  county  the  farms  arc 
fomewh^t  larger.  Towards  Lurgan,  I>uogan^oia> 
and  Stewart's-town,  much  the  fame.  Rents  aK>und. 
Afdcnagh  are  from  7s.  to  15s.  Much  mountain  let. 
in  groifs  by  town  lands  not  meafured  5  average  lOS.. 
The  whole  county  much  lower.  To  Newry  los. 
To  Dungannon  us.  To  Lurgan  los.  The  ;na- 
nufadlurers,  under-tenants  on  the  church  lands, 
have  leafes  of  14  years;  on  other*  lands  3  lives^ 
which  make  a  vifible  difference  in  culture.  A  ma- 
uufa(^urer  wha  has  10  acres  will  keep  2  cows  and  a 
horfe,  a  pig,  but  not  much  poultry  j  he  will  fow  it 
or  2  bolls  of  oats  on  3  acres — a  bufliel,  or  i^  of  flax- 
feed  01^  a  rood  or  a  rood  and  an  half,  and  half  an 
acre  of  potatoes,  ox  as  much  as  he  caQ  dyng.  His 
courfe  is, 

« 

\  I.  Potatoes.  2.  Flax.  3.  Oats,  and  let  it  then 
lay  for  pafture,  not  foWing  in  general  any  graffes— 
fonjp  of  them  a  little  clover  j  the  benefit  of  which  is 
ViSrJr  great.    When  his  fon  grows  up  and  marries,  he 
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umverfally  divides  his  farm  with  faim,  building  a  new 
mtid  cabbiii :  thus  farms  are  conftantly  growing  lefs 
and  kfs.  This  is  found  very  kxirtful,  by  redudi^ 
them  fo  low  that  they  will  not  fupply  the  people  with 
neceiTaries.  Scarce  any  of  them  hkve  pdtaftoe^  and 
oats  to  feed  their  families ;  great  importations  from 
Louth,  Meath,  Monaghan,  Cavan,  and  Tyronfe,  be- 
fides  what  com^s  occafionally  from  England  and 
Scotland.  Their  food  principally  potatoes  and  oat- 
meal 5  very  little  meat ;  the  better  fort,  however, 
buy  ibme  beef  for  winter,  but  it  is  not  common. 
Many  of  them  live  very  poorly,  fometitnes  having 
for  3  months  only  potatoes  and  £ik  and  water. 
There  are  few  labouring  poor  unconne£led  with  thi^ 
mkmtfiafhire,  but  when  it  is  not  in  a  very  flourishing 
ftate,  they  live  better  than  thoiie  employed  by  linen*. 
No  flax  fanners ;  fcarce  any  but  what  is  railed  sfi 
patches  by  the  cottars.  Upon  light  or  mountaih 
lands  they  prefer  the  American  flax«-feed.  Upon 
heavy  or  clay  lands  they  fow  Riga,  Dutch,  or  Flan- 
ders feed  ;  the  quantity  they  get  is  more  and  better 
in  quality  than  from  the  American^  and  will  laft  20 
years^  For  fine  linens  they  never  fave  feed,  pulling  it 
green :  but  for  coarfe.  linens  they  fave  as  much  as 
they  can.   . 

I  was  informed  that  the  produce  of  the  flax  de^- 
pended  on  the  oilinefs  of  it,  and  that  the  goodnefs  iX 
the  linen  on  not  being  too  much  bleached,  which  is 
only  an  exhalation  of  the  oil.  If  fo,  it  Ihould  appear 
that  perfe<£ting  the  feed  muft  injure  both  linen  and 
flax  :  but  ftill  the  contrary  is  the  opinion  here.  The 
quantity  of  feed  from  2I  to  3  bu&els  per  acre  :  or  4. 
bufiiels  of  their  own,  from  the  idea  that  it  is  not  fo 
wcH  faved, 
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They  plough  their  potatoe^land  or  barley-ftubble 
once  the  end  of  march  or  april,  and  fow  it.     But 
it  is  found  by  feveral  that  the  beft  flax,  and  the  greateil: 
quantity,  is  by  fowing  their  pooreft  lands  that  have 
been  run  out  by  oats,  upon  3  plougbings,  and  the 
reafon  they  do  it  not  xpore  is  for  want  of  ability  to 
give  the  3  ploUghipgs.     They  weed  it  very  carefully. 
They  generally  pull  it  the  latter  end  of  July  and  the 
beginning  of  auguft,  and  immediately  ripple  it  to  get 
the  feeds  off,  and  then  lay  it  into  water  from  6  or  7 
to  12  days,   according  to  the  foftnefs  of  the  water, 
trying  it   before  they  take  it  out:    the  fofter  the 
water    the    ihorter    the    time,    generally    bogs   or 
pools,  the  bog  the  beft.     They  lay  it  fo  thick  as  to 
jill  the  pool.     When  they  take  it  out,  they  fpread  it 
on  meadow  ground  from  10  to  15  days,  according  to 
weather;  if  that  is  very  bad,  much  of  it  is  loft. 
Upon  taking  it  up,  they  dry  by  laying  it  in  heaps  on  a 
Jiurdle  fixed  upon  pofts,  and  making  a  fire  of  turf  under 
it.     As  faft  as  it  dries,  they  beat  it  on  ftones  with  a 
beetle,  then  they  fcutch  it  to  feparate  the  heart  or  the 
Jhoves  from  the  reft.     Mills  are   invented  for  this, 
which  if  they  ufe,   they  pay  is.  id.  a  flone  for  it, 
^hich  is  cheaper  than  what  their  own  labour  amounts 
to.     They  next  fend  it  to  a  flax -heckler,  which  is  a 
fort  of  combing  it,  and  feparates  into  two  or  three 
forts  ;  here  generally  two,  tow  and  flax.     In  this  ftate 
it  is  faleable.     The  crop  is  from  J  8  to  48  ftones  per 
acre  of  fl^x  rough  after  fcutching.     The  medium  is 
30  ftones,  and  i^  fells .  frpm  6s.  8d.  to  9s.     Much 
Dutch  flax  is  imported,  alfo  from  Riga,  Koningft>erg 
?nd  Peterft>urg,  which  generally  regulates  the  price 
of  their  own  ;  the  12  head  Peterft)urg  is  much  the 
^eft  of  the  commpn  fort,  12  he^d  Nar^a  not  fo  good, 
but  Mafienburg  bettei-'than  Narva.     The  9  heads  to 
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a  bunch  coaf  fe.  Dutch  blay  and  Dutch  white,  good 
and  wirey  i  but  the  beft  of  all  is  the  filver  blay  from 
Briftol,  which  comes  dpwn  the  Severn  :  it  is  fuller  of 
oil,  fofter  and  better  than  any  other  fort.  The  aver- 
age price  of  their  own  2I.  8s.  to  2I.  I2s.  per  cwt.  or 
7s.  to  7s.  6d.  a  ftone.  It  is  liked  better  than  the 
imported. 

We  next  come  to  the  manufa6lure.:     The  ftone- 
rough  after  heckling  will  produce  81b.  flax  for  coarfe 
linen,  and  3^  lb.  of  tow.     The  81b.  will  fpin  into  20 
dozen  of  yarn,  or  20  hanks  or  5  fpangles  fit  for  a  ten 
hundred  cloth,  which  is  the  common  fort  here ;  and 
the  earnings  in  fpin ning  will  be  from   5s.   to  6s.  8d. 
the  five  fpangles,  and  tis  very  good  work  to  do  that  *  in 
20  days  by  one  woman ;   in  common  25  dayS)  cqnfe- 
quehtly  they  earn  fomething  better  than  3d.  a  day. 
Seven  and  a  half  fpangles  will  weave  into  a  piece  of 
linen  (ten  hundred  fort)  of  25  yards  long,  and   yard 
wide.   Thus  one  Aom  and  a  half  of  fl^x  at  7s.  a  ftone, 
market-price,  will  make  that  piece.     But  the  tow  re- 
mains 4I  lb,  which  is  2s.  2d.  of  which  they  make  a 
.  coarfer  linen.     3oftonej  the  produce  of  an  acre,  make 
therefore  20  fuch  pieces.      The  price  of  this  cloth  is 
from  lotd.  to  ji-jd.  a  yard  brown,  the  ftate  in  which 
they  fell  it.      Average    iid.      The  fixed  price   for 
weaving  it  is  2'd.  a  yard.     But  this  is  when  the  poor 
are  not  able  to  raife  it,  and  work  for  hire  for  thofe 
who  advance  thep;,  the  yarn.     A  great  deal  is  done  in 
this  manner,  as  well  as  by  thofe  who  raife  the  flax, 
and  go  thro' the  whole  of  the  operation.     When  the 
weaver  has  made  his  piece  of  cloth,  he  goes  into  the 
market  of  Ardmagh,  which  is  every  Tucfday,  and  fells 
it  to  the  draper  as  he  would  any  other   commodity, 
always  receiving  the  money  on  the  .fpot,  as  there  is 
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ho  credit^  The  draper  names  the  price,  and  the  maft 
takes  or  refufcs  it.  There  are  many  drapers,  fo  thjft 
the  man  tries  whom  he  pleafes  :  there  is  no  combina- 
tion againft  the  feller,  but  rather  a  competition.  The 
draper  generally  has  the  bleach  greens;  and  the  ex- 
pence  to  him  of  bleaching  is  4I.  los.  to  sl.apack  of 
30  pieces,  or  3s.  to  3s,  2d.  a  piece.  Then  he  either 
fends  it  to  fadkors  in  London  or  Dublin,  or  fells  it  at 
the  linefi-hall  in  Dublin.  Some  go  over  to  Ghefter 
fairthcmfelves,^  and  difpofe  of  it  there.  In  London 
he  gives  fevcn  months  credit :  in  Dublih  two  or  three ; 
fcut  if  he  goes^  himfelf  to  the  hall,  he  gets  part  ready 
Tnoney.  The  London  fa<3:or  has  fix  per  cent,  for 
fellirig  and  advancing  the  money  as  foon  as  fold,  and 
half  per  cent,  for  warehoufe  room  and  infurance  from 
-fire.  This  is  t|ie  principal  part  of  the  trade  about 
Ardmaght 

In  general  the  manufafture  was  at  the  height  in 
1770  and  1 77 1.  In  1772  and  1773  there  was  a  great 
decline  both  in  price  and  quantity.  In  1774  very 
low,  till  May ;  when  a  fudden  rife  from  a  fpecula- 
tion  of  fending  to  America,  and  for  the  demand  of 
the  Spanilh  flota,  which  was  detained  a  year  forwant 
of  coarfe  linens,  not  being  able  to  be  fuppfied  from 
Germany  as  ufual :  and  fince  may,  1774,  it  has  con- 
tinued very  flburifliing,  but  is  not  yet  equal  to  what 
It  was.  The  decline  in  1772  and  1773,  ^^ing  to  the 
deftrudtion  of  credit,  and  to  the  ^nt  of  a  market ; 
but  let  me  obferve  that  a  convulfion  in  credit  necef^ 
farily  contrafts  the  market,  Another  circumftance 
was  the  price  of  bread  in  England,  which  they  think, 
was  fo  high,  that  the  Englifh  could  not  afford  to  buy 
much  of  thefe  coarfe*  linens,  of  which  they  are  the 
gre^t  confMraers,   Germany  they  confider  as  the  greit 
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Iriual,  tind  not  Scotland,  It*  is  thought  that  their 
ifiax  is  well  culvitated,  ind  admits  if  no  great  itn- 
provement.  The  emigrations  were  chiefly  in  t^ji 
and  1773.  JMany  weavers  and  {\)inn^rs,  with  all  their 
families,  went.  Some  farmers,  who  fold  their  leafes, 
Vt^ent  ofF  with  fums  from  jool.  to  300I.  and  carried 
many  with  them.  They  (lopped  going  when  the 
war  broke  out.  In  1772  and  1773  many  turned  farm- 
ing laboCirers,  which  is  not  the  cafe  when  the  trade  is 
high. 

The  religion  generally Toman,  fame  pre(byterlans  : 
^roteftants  emigrated  moft.  The  oak  boys  and  ftccj 
t)oys  had  their  rife  in  the  increafe  of  rents,  and  in  op- 
preffivc  county  cefles* 

July  24th,  took  my  leave  of  his  Grace,  and  'break«- 
4afted  with  Maxwell  Clofe,   Efq;  zt  — — ,  who 
was  fo  kind  as  to  mention  a  few  circumftances  in  ad- 
dition, and  fome  in  contradiction,  to  what  I  ba4 
Jdarnt  at  Ardmagh, 

The  manufadure  at  it's  greateft  height  at  prefent^ 
the  price  greater,  and  die  quantity  alfo.  The  emi- 
grations nothing  about  Ardmagh^  but  Antrim,^  and 
Downe  and  Derry,  many,  chiefly  idle  fellows,  who 
have  not  been  the  leaft  miffed :  fome  went  widi  mo- 
n^,  but  the  fums  not  confiderable.  It  was  faid  that 
X^ord  DonnegaPs  iiigh  rents  were  the  caufe,  but  whoi 
they  went  they  fold  their  leafes,  and  got  aol.  30I.  or 
40I.  for  many,  and  it  was  this  money  cfhiefly  carried* 
A  weaver  wiU  earn  from  is.  to  is.  4d.  a  farming  la- 
t)ourer  8d. 
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Course  of  Crops,  i.  Potatoes,  All  their  dun( 
for  them,  the  produce  4X)  or  50  barrels;  the  beft 
forts  are  the  London  lady,  French  white,  black  Spa- 
ni(h.  2.  Bere.  3.  Flax,  the  produce  48  ftone, 
fcutched,  at  8s.    4.  Oats. 

Lime  ufed  much,  the  price  lod.  to  is.  6d.  a  bar-* 
rel.  Marie  uiider  the  bogs,  white  and  light,  but 
little  ufed,  Tythes,  oats  2ts.  6d.  to  3s.  6d.  Barley 
5s.  Year's  pufchafe  of  land  fell  much  in  1772  and 
1773,     There  are  many  middle  men. 

The  oak  boys  began  at  Blewftone  upon  the  county 
cefs ;  but  in  a  moment  rofe  to  rent§,  tythes,  bog?, 
and  every  thing  elfe, 

Mr.  Clofe  has  had  very  fine  turnips,  with  which 
he  fed  fat  wethers  from  autumn  for  the  fpring  mar- 
kets, and  gained  thereby  i^d,  a  lb,  difference  iir 
-price, 

Took  a  ride  to  fee  the  neighbouring  country  by 
Killilean-hjll,  Fellows-hall,  Woodpark-lodge,  Lif- 
loony,  Tinan,  and  Glaflough,  which  indeed  is  a 
round  thatfhews  the  country  to  advantage;  it  is  a 
continued  pifture  :  ftop  where  you  pleafe,  you  are  in 
the  midft  of  a  beautiful  landfcape.  The  hills  are  wa- 
ving in  every  variety  of  outline  that  can  be  imagined ; 
there  is  a  great  plenty  of  wood,  every  tree  .of  which  is 
feen  to  advantage  from  the  inequality  of  furface.  It  is  a 
chearful,  beautiful  country,  and  well  worth  a  travel- 
.  ler's  time  to  take  this  ride,  in  order  to  fee  it.  Ireland, 
notwithftanding  hef  general  nakednefs,  contains  fome 
fcenes  of  beauty,  in  which  wood  bears  a  confiderable 
fliarc.  Called  in  our  ride  at  Mr.  Lefly's  at  Gaflaugh, 
:  viewc4  fome  of  his  great  improvements  :  he  was  ab- 
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lent,  but  Mrs.  Lefly  was  fo  obliging  as  to  walk  thro' 
the  woods  with  us.     The  lake  is  a  large  one,  con- 
taining 120  acres,  and  the  wood  of  ipc  more  fpreads 
over  a  fine  bold  hill,  and  hangs  down  to  the  water  in 
one  deep  ftiade,  the  efFe<^  remarkably  beautiful :  ad« 
ditional   plantations  are  made,  and  walks  cut  through 
the  whole.     In  the  evening  Mr*  Lefly  came  to  Mr« 
Clofe's,  and  I  then  had  the  pleafure  of  learning  that 
xnxich  of  his  domain,  from  being  a  poor  wafte  tradl  of 
little  value,  was  converted  to  what  I  had  feen,  that  is, 
to  very  fine  grafs  land.     The  ^foil  is  ftifF  cold  clay, 
the  fpontaneous  growth  rufhes,  &c.  ploughed  moft  of 
jt  firft,  and  then  manured  it  with  either  lime  or 
.jnarle  :  of  lime  from  lOO  to  120  barrels  per  acre,  at 
jd,  a  barrel  on  the  ground  from  ftone  and  turf  of  his 
cwn.     Then   took  a  crop  of  wheat,  whicih  proved 
very  fine :  after  the  wheat,  laid  it  down  with  oats 
and  hay-feed,  the  oats  very  good.      Sowed  the  feeds 
of  a  hay-loft  with  clover:  has  ufed  much   compoft 
made  of  ditch  fqowerings,  lime,  marie,  &c.  and  fpread 
it  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  Jime  ;  fome,   after  the 
land  was  laid  to  grafs,  but  did  it  beft  on  the  fallow. 
Much  of  the  land  fo  wet,  that  hollow  drains  were 
necelTary,  and  made  fo  as  to  lay  them  dry,  the  cuts 
very  ijumerous,  and  proved  effeftive.     His  fences  are 
excellent,  two  rows   of  quick,  and   a  ditch   fix   by 
feven,  a  dry  hedge  at  top,  and  the  back  drefled   and 
planted  with  foreft  trees  paled  in,  Mr.  Lefly  has  found 
the  bufinefs  of  improvement  profitable,  fo  that  if  a 
tena;it  had  the  money  neceflfary,   he  would  find  it  to 
be  the  beft  work  he  could  engage  in  with  a  view  to 
profit  aloiie, 

July   25th,  returned  through  ^rdniagh.     Pafl'ed 
gif  Capel  Molyneijx's  d9main>  which  feems  an  ex- 
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tenfivt  md  ^ery  fine  one.    Near  it  I  obferved  that  the 
-foitwas  one  of  the  fineft  red  fandy'  loams  I  have  any 
where  ieen,  and  feveral    ^neces   of  potatoes    tvei^ 
planted  in  driNs,  "wliich  is  a  praflice  I  had  not  yet 
remarked*     Dined  with  Mr.  Workman,  at  Mahon ; 
•about  thtft  place  the  fiae  of  their  farms  are  from  lO 
to  20  acres,  at  about  ists.  to  15s*  an  acre  j  atid  fonte 
of  themhiring  7.0  acres,  will  let  off  five  or  fix  at 
l8s.  to  20s.  an  acre.     They  are  in  general  very  well 
off  as  to  living ;   their   food   is  JHr-abottty  potatoes, 
bread  of  mail  in  or  wheat,  and  fomc  meat  once  a  fort- 
night.    They  are  well  cloathed,  and  have  plenty  of 
fuel;  a  man  with  20  acres  will   have  150  kifliiesxjf 
turf  a  year*     A  man  of  15  acres  will  have  between  a 
rood  and  half  an  acre  of  flax  ;   one  acre  of  potatoes  ; 
two  to  four  acres  of  oats,  and  will  mow  two  acres  ; 
one  horfe,  two  or  three  cows,  one  young  beaft,  and  a 
pig,  but  not  much  poultry.     Pigs  depend  on  potatoes. 
Their  courfe  :    i.  Potatoes.      2.  Flax.     3.  Oats,   or 
4.  Oats,  and  then  leave  it  to   grafs  itfelf.     Scarce 
any  fallow,  a  few  fow  clover,   which   increafes,  to 
mow  for  foiling  their  cows.      The  weavers  univer- 
fally  earn  much  more  than  the  few  country  labourers 
there  are.  The  beft  flax  feed  for  clay  land  the  Dutch, 
and  for  light  land  the  American.     Scarce  any  of  them 
fave  their  own  feed,   confequently  no  rippling ;  it 
muft  ftand  then  till  dead  ripe,  which  they  think  lef- 
■fens  the  quantity,  and  makes  it  coarfer.      The  richer  . 
the  land  the  better.      Sow  generally  on  one  plough- 
ing.   They  weed  it  with  much  care.      In  watering, 
clay  water  reckoned  much  better  than  bogs,   which 
they  are  leaving  off.     In  general  they  fcutch  it  them- 
felves,  and  it  is  cheaper  than  the  mills.     Mr.  Work- 
man has  paid  is.  6d.  for  it  by  hand,  and   is.   id.  to 
the  mills,  and  found  the  former  cheaper  j  more  flax 
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from  hand,  dini  itmch  cleaner.  Immediately  after 
fcutchtng  it  is  feleable  in  tbe  market.  Price  of  flax 
6s.  to  ijs.  f(^utched. 

The  rough  ftone,  after  heckling,  will  produce  8I1k 
flax  ^  coarfe  linen ;  and  41b.  of  dreffed.  tow,  and 
fome.  iothaciuns..  The  fpinners  earn  from  jd*  to  4d4 
a.  day.  The  weavers  earn  lod.  to  is.*  41}.  Th« 
coar&  :clQths  and  yarn  never  fo  high  as  at  prefent^ 
Weavers  very  often  tum  laiiourers,  which  is  attri- 
huted  to  fo  many  being,  contrary  to  law^^boand  ap* 
prentices  for  2  years,  inftead  of  5,  by  which  means 
they  are  bad  hands,  and  can  only  do  the  veiiy  ^oarfeft 
work;  As  to  health,  they  rarely  change  their  profef- 
fion  on  account  of  the  fedentary  litfo|  they  take  «xer«* 
cife  of  a  different  fort,  keeping  packs  of  hqunds,  every 
man  one,  and  joining,  hunt  hares:  a.  pack  of  hornmki' 
is  never  heard,  but  all  the  wea/vers  leave  thoir  looms^ 
and  away  they  go  after  them  by  hundreds.  This 
muQh  ainzT^ed  me,  but,  I  was  afiured  it  was  very  com- 
mon. .  They  are  Ln  general,  apt  to  be  licentious 
and  diforderly  ;  but  ace  iteckoned.  to  :b0  rather  op- 
preflod  by  the  county  ceflTes  for  roada,  pot. oif  .general 
^fe.  Ther^  is  fom^  wheat,  >b.Qut  KSilmore .  much  ; 
a  middling  crop  5  b^rrel^*  Oats  yield  h«m  6.  barrels 
on  aa  aveirage.  Mr.  Wot^kmaA,  9  y«tirs  agp,  intro-. 
dUced  thje  ufe  of  limP,  and  they  ara  fince  eoming.faft 
into  1%  5  the  eff^a  very  gieaj:^  Ihwgb  thft  fpil  is  a  wet 
t(>am  on  clay  .without  any  ftones.  N^  drai/ung«. 
Th^yare  in  general  very  b^d  jfarmer?,  b^ing  but  the 
fe€<>|id  a,ttention,  s^nd  it  h^s  a  bad  eSoft  on  them* 
ftiSening  their  fiixg^s  and  hands,  fo  that  they  do  not 
letyrn  to  their  work  fo  well  as  they  left  it. 
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Ik  the  evening  reaphed  Mr.  Browdlow's',  at  Lii^-< 
gan,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  fome  valuable  infor-^ 
mation.  This  gentleman  has  m^de  very  great  im- 
provements in  his  domain  :  he  has  a  lake  at  the  bot- 
tom of  a  flight  vale^  and  around  are  three  walks^  at  a 
diflance  from  each  other  ^  the  center  one  is  the  prin* 
cipal,  arid  extends  2  miles«  It  is  well  conduced  for 
leading  .to.  the  moft  agreeable  parts  of  the  grounds^ 
and  for  commanding  views  of  Loch  Neagh^  and  the 
diftant  country ;  there  are  feveral  buildings^  a  temple, 
greeii-haufe^  &c.  The  moft  beautiful  fcene  is  from 
^  bench  on  a  gently  fwelling  hill^  which  rifes  almoft 
on  every  fide  from  the  water.  The  wood^  the  water, 
and  the  green  flopes  ;  here  unite  to  form  a  very  pleaf- 
iog  landfcape.  Let  me  obferve  one  thing  much  to 
his  honour  ;  he  advances  his  tenants  money  for  all 
the  lime  they  chufe,  and  takes  payment  in  8  years 
with  rent* 

■ 

Upon  enquiring  concerning  the  emigrations,  I 
found  that  in  1772  and  1773,  they  were  at  the 
height)  that  fome  went  from  this  neighbourhood 
with  property,  but  not  many«  They  were  in  ge- 
neral poor  and  unemployed.  They  find  here,  that 
when  provifions  are  very  cheap,  the  poor  fpend  much 
of  their  time  in  whiikey-houfes.  All  the  drapers 
wifh  that  oatmeal  was  never  under  id«  a  pound. 
Though  farms  are  exceedingly  divided,  yet  few  of  the 
people  raife  oatmeal  enough  to  feed  themfelves ;  all 
go  to  market  for  fome.  The  weavers  earn  by  coarfe 
linens  is.  a  day,  by  fine  is.  j^ds  and  it  is  the  fame 
with  the  fpinners,  the  finer  the  yarn  the  more  they 
earn ;  but  in  common  a  woman  earns  about  3d.  For 
coarfe  linens  they  do  not  reckon  the  flax  hurt  by 

ftanding 
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ftanding  for  feed.     Their  own  flax  is  much  better 
than  the  imported. 

This  being  market-day  at  Lurgan,  Mr.  Brown- 
low  walked  with  me  to  it,  that  I  might  fee  the  way 
in  which  the  linens  were  fold.     The  cambricks  are 
fold  early,  and   through  the  whole   morning ;   but 
when  the  clock  ftrikes  eleven,  the  drapers  jump  upon 
ftone  ftandings,' and  the  weavers  inftantly  flock  about 
them  with  their  pieces  :  the  bargains  are  not  ftrucfc' 
at  a  word,  but  there  ia  a  little  altercation  whether  the 
price  fhall  be  one  halfpenny  or  a  penny  a  yard,  more 
orlefs,  which  appeared  to  me  ufelefs.     The  draper's 
clerk  ftands  by  him,  and  writes  his  mailer's  name  on 
the  pieces  he  buys,  with  the  price;  and  giving  it 
back  to  the  feller,  he  goes  to  the  draper's  quarters, 
and  waits   his  coming.      At  twelve  it  ends  j  then 
there  is  an  hour  for  meafuring  the  pieces,  and  paying 
the  money,  for  nothing  but  ready  money  is  taken ; 
and  this  is  the  way  the  bufinefs  is  carried  on  at  all 
the  markets.     Three  thoufand  pieces  a  week  are  fold 
here,  at  35s.  each  on  an  average,  or  5,2501.  and  per 
annum  273,000!.  and  this  is  all  made  in  a  circumfer- 
ance  of  not  many  miles.     The  town   parks   about 
Lurgan  let  at  40s.  an  acre,  but  the  country  in  genera! 
at  148.     The  hufbandry  is  exceedingly  bad,  the  peo- 
ple minding  nothing  but  flax  and  potatoes. 

Leaving  Lurgan  I  went  to  Warrenftown,  and 
waiting  upon  Mr.  Waring,  had  fome  converfation 
with  him  upon  the  ftate  of  the  country.  He  was  of 
opinion,  that  the  emigrations  had  not  thinned  the 
population,  for  at.prefent  they  are  crowded  with  peo- 
ple ;  but  he  thinks  if  the  war  ends  in  favour  of  the 
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J^mefic^Sy  tha^  tt^ey  will  goofF.iii  £bfials.  Vtrf 
few  roman  catholics  emigrated.  Tte  nfing  of.  the 
fteel'boys  was  owing)  as  they  faid,  to  the  increafe  of 
rents^  and  complaints  of  general,  opprefllon;  but  Mn 
Waring  remarked,  that  the  pardons .  which  Wj&r^ 
granted  to  the  oak  boys,  a  few  years  before,  w^riB 
principally  the  caufe  of  thofe  n^w  4ift^i'bances« 

Cross  the  road  to  Mr.  Clibborn's,,  who  gave  mtf 
much  information  of  the  greateft  valu?  concerning 
the  linen  manufa^ure.  .  ^ . 

The  ftone  of  flax,  rough  after  heckling,  will  pro<^ 
duce  2tlb.  or  Sl^b*  of  flax  for  1800  listen,  and  tho 
3;^lb«  will  fpin  into  60  hanks.  Spinn^s  are  genft-* 
rally  hired  ^  los.  6d-  to  12$.  the  quarter,  befldes 
Voard  and  lodging ;  and  for  that  they  fpin  4  banks  a 
week  of  6  hank  yarn  for  1600  lipen,  and  3  a  week  of 
8  and  9  hank  yarn  for  1700  linen-  As  foon  as  tbo 
yarn  is  fpun  it  is  boiled.  The  boiling  changes  it  i 
kank  in  a  pound ;  6  hank  yarn  will  beccnne  7.  If 
flax  is  given  out  to  be  fpun,  tbqy  will  g^t  3d.  a  Jiank 
for  6  hank  yarn  for  fpinning  it,  a^id  they  do  one  a 
day.  The  linen  made  here  is  from*  8  hundred  to  24  ; 
of  coarfe  linen  10  hundred  the  common  ;  and  of  fine^ 
13^  14  ^"d  '5-  The  pieces  are  25  yards  long,  and 
yard  wide.  1^53  hanks  for  a  web  of  1600,—- 63  fojr 
1800. — 49  hanks  will  make  a  piece  (a  web)  of  1400^ 
which  fells  at  2od.  brown.  The  weaver  is  paid  los^ 
for  weaving  the  14  hundred  web,  and  he  will  weav» 
it  in  9  days.  For  cambricks  the  yarn  is  not  boii^^ 
and  therefore  fp  much  finer;  they  will  earn  nuureiat 
it  than  at  linen,  but  it  is  not  fo  faleable. 

*         * 

Much 


^ucH  3on^  hfirnipert  ^clvancing  the  7am,  «nd 
jpa^ifig  for  the  waving  iit  Jb'riiuch  a  yard.  Foi-  8 
^MinArcd  if  8.  i  ya»!.— 10  dftto  3*^. ^--13  ditto  3|d.— i- 
^6  dittto  yd.  -ii-  18  ditto  'io|d.  —  44  ditto  is;  yfd.  *-. 
The  fitter  the  lihen  the  mdre  they  earn.  In  fine  linen, 
going-frbm  it  ^  the  plough  or  fpade,  &c.  hurts  their 
hands  fo  much^  that  they  do  not  recover  it  for  a  week ; 
fctit  not  edmihon  for  them  to  do  it; 

1  StoNE,  311b. -^60  hanks — 15  weeks---i  woman. 
%  ftone  30*  3  ftone  45.  i  ftone  7I.  3!-  ftone  52.— ^ 
Weaving  63  hanks  into  a  web  of  1800,  he  has  20s. 
Tor  it,  and  does  it  in  12  days;  but  aM  preparations, 
dreffingj  &c.  included,  it  will  be  three  weeks,  at 
1;\^ich  rate  he  can  work  for  a  year;  The  prices  of 
the  c'ioth  are : 

*  • 

Market  low.  Klarket  hio-h. 

s.    d*  s.      d. 

8  hundred        -^  0    8t  -  d     iif 

to  ditto  -  I    .0  -  i       2^ 

i2  ditto  -  i    2  -  I      4£^ 

i5  ditto  -  17  -  ^9 

X)  dittb  -  i     4t  -  26 

20  dittcJ  •  3  lb  -  3     10 

i4  ditto  -  70  -  10 

BifiACtt-GktEN's  fometimefe  belong  to  the  drapers^ 
Ibmetimes  not.  In  bleachirtg  it  is  fteeped  in  cold 
fiver  water,  or  fometimes  not  at  all  *  then  to  the 
Vvafli-mills  for  wafliing  ;  then  boiled  in  barilla  aflies, 
{or  American  or  kuffian  pot-afh.)  imported  frojn 
ATicant  to  Ncwry  or  Belfaft  j  the  quantity  of*  th^ 
badlk  uncertain^  ^bout  half  a  buihel  to  joo  pieces^ 

Vat.  L  L  Boiling: 
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Boiling .6  hours.-'  Wafhed  thoroughly  after,  this  and 
fpread  on  grafs  for  4  days ;  lift  it  and  boil  it  again  as 
J>efore ;  then  to  the  grafs  again,  and  repeated  till 
.nearly  white  for  rubbing.  Next  put  it  into  a  fcald 
of  foap,  and  from  thence  into  the  rubbing  boards ; 
if  coarfe  cloth  one  rub  fufficient,  hut  for  fine  three 
or  four.  After  rubbing,  wafhed,  and  put  to  fower  in 
vitriol  and  water,  24  hours  will  do,  but  10  days  no 
injury  ;  fine  cloth  3  ferves,  one  after  every  rub,  but 
for  coarfe  one  rub  is  fufficient.  This  fowering  merely 
for  cleanfing  and  purging.  After  fowering  it  ha$  a 
fcald  of  ibap,  from,  which  well  wafhed^  wrung,  and 
made  ready  for  flarch  and  blue ;  then  dried  .  and 
beetled,  which  is  done  by  a  milly  after  which  done. up 
with  a  fcrewing  machine  for  fa|e.  The  expence  of 
bleaching  3s.  a  piece,  for  coarfe  4s.  middling  5s.  fine 
6s.  Thefe  the  particulars  commonly  known  among 
bleachers ;  ^ere  are  fecrets  in  the  trade  which  they 
of  courfe  do  not  communicate,  but  not  fo  many  I 
apprehend  as  generally  fuppofed  ;  for  where  there  are 
few,  or  even  none,  but  with  an  appearance  of  them, 
all  is  fuppofed  by  the  vulgar  to  be  myflery.  .  Upon 
the  above  account  I  have  only  to  remark,  that  the 
rubbing  appears  to  me  an  operation  for  giving  the 
cloth  beauty  at  the  expence  of  flrength.  It  is  a  moft 
fevere  operation,  being  drawn  between  boards  full 
of  teeth,  which  are  made  for  the  profefled  purpofe  of 
adding  to  the  fridion  ;  and  the  tffeA  is  fuch,  that 
large  quantities  of  knap  are  constantly  taken  out  of 
the  machine.  This  is  a  very  fine  invention  fonyearing 
out  a  manufacture  as  foon  as  made. 

Mr.  Clibborn  was  ready  enough  to  confefs  that 
this  work  is  carried  too  far,  but  the  London  drapers, 
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h^  fay^,  denfiand  thick  cloths,  and  this  operation  con<- 
trading  the  breadth  of  the  piece  gives  it  a  thick  ap- 
pearance, which  they  are  fond  of.  The  beetling  does 
hot  ap^ar  to  ihe  t6  bb  hear  fo  feVere  an  operation. 
It  is  a  continued  ffAtm  of  perpendlcuIaV  ftrokes  upon 
the  cloth  wound  round  a  cylinder,  for  the  purpofe  of 
ihidbthing  i^,'  and  giving  it  a  glofs«  It  is  fold  at 
Dbblin ;.  half  this  manufaflare  to  London  from 
Newry,  Belfaft,  or  Dublin.  Cambrick  all  fold  iii 
Dublin  :  it  increafes  much./  In  1771  more  goods 
iifede  than  at  prefeht.  Ehglahd  the  grent  confumption 
of  Irifh  linens*  Scotland ^  nor  Germany  interfere 
with  thofe  above  defcribed.  No  rivals  in  the  Irifh 
<^*8tlis  ahd  3-4ths  yard  wide,  but  in^he  deM^  and 
diaper  the  Germans  $  and  iii  fheeting  the  ^Ruffians; 
The  dowlas  and  fheeting  are  made  in  King's  and 
Queeit's  counties^  add  .Weftmeath.  Diapers  here,  in 
which  the  fatiie  ya^n  as  dbove,  the  breadths  various, 
and  the  weaversr  ihake  more.by.it  than  by  linen..  The 
trade  as  brifk  xt  prefent  sis  the  t«ft;  Hands  are  plen-> 
tiftil  for  the  demand,  notwithftanding  the  emigra** 
tions ;  but  the  men  do  not  work  more  than  half 
what  they  might  doj  owing  to  the  cheapnefs  of  pro- 
vifions  mi^ng  them  idle,  as  they  think  ef  nothing 
more  than,  the  prefent  neceffity.  A  general  remark 
of  all  who  know  the  trade,  that  when  provifions  are 
dear  the  more  goods  come  to  market ;  what  they  raife 
themfelves  not  half  feeding  them.  A  child  7  years 
bid  earns  id.  a  day  fjJinning.  There  arc  as  many 
toiifloyed  in  diaper  as  in  cambricks.  Manufacture 
hotdbubled  in  15  years,  about  i-3d  or  i-4th  increaft 
in  that  time.  The  prefent  high  price  of  linens  and 
yarn  attributed  to  the  increafed  demand  at  Man- 
chefter  for  yarn  :  it  is  now  gd.  a  hank.     Alfo  to  the 
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Spanifli  hiariKet  for  linen  helhg  fttrfkoft'A'MW  ^a(de« 
LHcewife  to  foreign  Imeins  •coihiog  dcNurc^  lit  loMiet 
thsn- formerly.  The.'we&ivei^  afid  ^^riaMifs /gmeff^y 
live -upon  oatmeal  and  potatoes  and^a^iUb^  wkh  moat 
cmce  a  weck$  aiid  have  their  ^betiyfiil# 

A  F AR Aj  of  6  acres  -r-^l  t  -h^f  •  i  ^*»od  llax  :  •  <  .>aere » 
potatoas:   i  obts:  2 ,i>oWSf  i  borfey.a'^ie^p*    Rant 


»       « 


I.  PoTATOBs  ufually  260.  haAels  to  •the  acr^f 
2.  Flax.    v3.  Oats.    -4.  Left  2  years* 

I*  PlougiI  3  or  4  limes  for  fiax«  2«  Wlu»t,  hm^ 
barley*    3;  Oats.    '4.  Oats^   j  'Left« 

VKlilr  few  fave  •iheir  feed;  but  this  1 'more. 'dinil 
ufual,  owing  to  die  import  from 'America  falling  oiEr 
Mtich  damaged  by  ilianding  for  feed  from./rr;^,  ted 
a:giieat  chance  xun  of  lofmg  the  <rop ;  but  if  Hjm 
weather  is  good  not  the  worfe  for:<oarfe  linen,  'butr 
will  not  do  at  all  for  fine.  Clzy^lmd  d^s  bcft  forit.^ 
They  ufe  ttmch  lime,  140  barrels  per  acre,  mt  rs.  tdi 
at*]»In,  and  6d.  more  carriage :  they  lay  It  on  foy 
wheat  and  barley.  It  is  reckojPicd  to  ;pay  fo^well^iibat 
all  ufe  it  who  are  able. 

Rent  of  a  cabbin  and -garden,  7  »  i  10  t) 
Grafs  for  a  cow,  -.  -  -  -  i  lo  Cf 
Hay  for  ditto,    -        ri        -        ^        -     i     ip    a 

■  fii   •    I    if  Ml 
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MaJ^X  Wie^yers'  (^x^ines  have  tqa  for  breakfaft. 
^^nts  ratjb^i:  Iqwg^  than  4  pr  5  years  ago.  Leaving 
Wjicrjwiftovii,  re^9l>ed  Hillftorough  that  nighty 
j^s^^ed  .through. IlXron^ore,  .a  miferablc  ncft  of  alrty 
5^144  <^j<^^bins*  Lord  Hillfborough  has  marked,  the 
api^rojsuph  U^  hU  tQwn  by.n^any  fmall  plantatiojqs  pn  the 
tJ^s.ot  tl^e  hills,  t;h^:ough'which  the  road  leads,  Thp 
ijurof  hJi|S,bui]dmg.is,a  noble  ,p|ie  for  Ireland. 

Jui/t  .^7th>  wftlked  to  tbe  church  built  at  the  ex« 
pence  of  Lond  HiUftiofpi^t  t^^ra  are  ibir  fuch  in 
tcftbiMti  Wy9t%  t^iy  ^fl^fi^ifp  ^oi^b  edifice,  prpperly 
-anm^ented,  ^ndr  \vfS.  a:  X^ii^fgirt^  which  is  a  fine 
'cd>)ed.Jto(  tilQ^  vebolca  ^^^rry.      Tke  focm  of  the 
ckiircfti  ik acxofE,  the  b$4y'pf  '^i  ^^  f^t  long,  and 
thv  qik^iAq  lao.     Thd  €»j^  H>  the  communion  table 
i9<tf  0lilift6n€  out'of  his  loidfli-ip^s  quarry,  2i  feet 
l«)%y  and  '2  bf oad .     T^o"  the  improvemcn ta-rthe  lake, 
W0o8s-and*  tawn  at%  pretty  •  but  a  weH  built  and 
flott^i^mg  town  in  the  band»  of  an  abfentee,  whofe 
great  afiftl  h  to  improve  and  adom^ic,  docs  him  mOrc 
cre<Kt*tfiah  twanty  domains.    '     '  ' 

Reached  Lifburne,  and  waited- on  the  bifliop  of 
Dow^e,  ^vho  was  fo  obliging  as  to  fend  for  an  intelli- 
gent iiriefft^drajfer,  to  'give  Ike 'fuch  pareifcutats  as  I 
'  wf^n\^i' <if  \he  maivufacSufe  in  that  n^i^liboOrhooil. 
Abcjiit'lliis  placp  qhlefly'flfie^ cloth,  ftom  ^1+  to^'21 
hundfe^.  .The  fpinners  are  generally  hired  by  tJie 
oiiarter,  from  ibs.  ^ol^s /lodging' and  board,  and  en- 
gieea  tp  (pih  5  hanks  of  Shank  yarnln^iLweck.  To 
J]!ie  14  hundred-  liiieA  '^'^haAk^fS  ditto  58  hanks— 
2i'<pfto  66  hanks. '  in  \^6aving  it  is  common  for  one 
ijfi^li  to  have  feveral  looms,  at  whigh  journeymen 
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weavers  work,  who  are  paid  their  lodging  and  bo^fd^ 

^d  one-third  of  what  thev  earn,  which  may  come  to 

2S.  a  week'  on  an  average."    ^he  drapers  advance  thfc 

yarn,  ^d  pay  for  the  weaving  by  the  yard  ;-^for  a  13 

hundred  46^— j8  flitto  ^d.' — 21  ditto  is.V|d,''   Fcht 

18  hundred  linen,  a  woman  fpins '6  hanks  a' week*, 

yv^blch  6  hanks  weigh  al>out'a  poUnd^  at  the  price  of 

8d.  a  hank.     iThe  'mariufafture  carried  on   ih  the 

country  very  mudh  by  little  farmers,  who  hav^frbA 

5  to  10  acres,  and  univerfally  it  is  found,  that  going 

to\he' plough  or' fpade  fer  ii'dayof  twofpofis^^em 

for  tlieir 'Weaving 'is*^' many  more/ '  Thfnk  that  fla|c 

that'  has  ftbbd  till  feed  is  ripe.  Will  ndt  tlo  for  mbiie 

than  a  1660  web.    S.ent'  for  (oviing  flax  on  potatoe 

land  4d.  a  perch  long  of  21  feet  and  10*  broad. :  Tife 

crop  at  a  ^medfum  io'^ftone  from  a  bufhei'  of  feed. 

Theftone  |61b.     A  ftone  of  gbod  4aX,  fou^,  will 

produce  81b J  after  heckling^  and  fpin  Ifito  it  s^  niaiijr 

hanks  per  lb;  as  the  fort  is,  that  is,  6  hanks  of  6  hank 

yarni  7  of  7*     The  wfeavers,  fpi(iners j  ^c.  live  in  gcr 

ner&l  on  potatoes  and  milk,!  and  02ft  bread,  and  fpme 

of  them*  meat  opce  a  w;6ek.    Will  work  only  for'fup- 

port~;  meal  and  cloth  neye^  cheap  together,  for  whe*^ 

meal-  is  cheap,  they  will  not  worlc.     Rent  of  land 

froiD  f  0$.  to  a(^.     -  -     • 

^^  •        ^^  * 

Leavjno  Lifburne,  took  the  road  tp  Belfaft,  re- 

pelting'  fny  enquiries  1  in  a  few  miles  I  found  the 
Hyertgg  rept  xf6s.  per  Cminingh^ii^  ^c^^*  Much  flaix 
{p^J^y  3i--b^ibels  of  feed  generally  fowii  to  an  acre. 
Ei^t  f!o{ib  of  flax  from  hs^lf  a  buf&el  of 'ffsed  is 
/(tkQfied  a  very  good  crop.  If  they  have  not  land  of 
tbclr'^o^Mnl  fi^r  fowing;  they  pay  las.  rent  for  what 
)^alf.  a'I>ui|)C4  requires  ;  this  i&4l,  4s.  per  acre,'  but  it 
i4)pludu2  ploughing,  harrowing,  and  getting  ready  for 

*..;•..'•  tne 
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the  feed.^  .Heckling  is  is.  2d.  aftone,  and  half  the 
weight  is  loft ;  the  produce  will  be  41b.  flax  and  41b. 
tow,  which  the  Sco<x:h  generally  buy  at  3d.  a  lb.  To 
a  ftoqe  heckled  therb  are  96  hanks ;  and  to  the  web 
of  cloth  there  are  28  hanks  for  the  weft,  and  30  for 
the  warp.  A  weaver  is  3  weeks  doing  it,  and  is- paid 
17s.  From  Lifburne  to  Belfaft  on  the  river  Leggon^ 
there  fare'  12*  or  13  bleach^greeas.  The  counties  of 
Dowae,  and  Antrim  are  computed  to  make  to  thef 
amount  of.  8ca,oool.  a  year,  and  near  one  third  of  it 
in  this  vale."  .  -  

Passed  Lord  Dungannon's  at  Bevbr,  whofe  pkn* 
tations  are  got  up  to  a  fine  fliade  by  means  of  plant- 
ing very  thick ;  went  to  Caftlc-hill,  Mr.  Townley 
Blackwood's.  -Rents  there  are  15s.  ah  acre,  Cun- 
nifi^am:meafure. '  Average  of  the  county  of  Downe 
los.  Sowing  clover  widi  flax  is  pradifed  here, 
coming  in  much,  and  found  to  be  very  beneficial. 

In  the  evening;  to  Belfaft.    I  had  letters  to  Mr. 
Fortis  and  Mr.  Holmes  j  but  upon  calling  at  theirl 
boufes,  found  the  firft  in  England  and  the  other,  in 
the  country!  fo  conilderable  a  place  as  Belfaft  de- 
manded a  better  account  than  I  could  give  without 
aififtance.    At  dinner  at  Mr^  Blackwood's,  ,Pr.>Ha* 
liday  was  mentioned  as  a  gentleman  of  general  kno\i(* 
ledge,  and  at.  the  fame  time  of  a  liberal  difpofition :  .iV 
was  .the  onlfr  name  I  knew* at  ^elfaft  after,  my>: 
two  letters  proved  nfetefs.     I  determined  to/makp: 
known  tp  Dr.  Haliday  my  wants,  and  beg  hjs  aflf-^ 
tance  in.  gratifying  them,  a^d  .accordingly  Vf$o^  ^ 
note  and  fent  it.     He  alfo  in  the  country.  yS^tiUb^I* 
was  unwilling  ta  give  up  all  thoughts  of  Belfaft  ; 
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tbcodc*  to  Liibufne  in  myitiay'^ctrth,  I  JettM^icd 
Uftdn  nfturxiiing  ^ain  to  JBbl£ift)  flic^dtt.fflipa:iiitliKr 
d^anec  of  mteting  witk  femebod^r  AA  t^d  anfmf 
9Aa  fe1r:.<tu^tons  aboat  the  pogrefs^.  tte  coittmerce 
tftfce  place, 

Jpi.Y  28tb»:  t6ok.  tike:  road  to  Fomfioriyv  k]r.Nenv«. 
tg^VHH  whl^rj?  I  brttdc&ftodi  it  is  an  imjfi^oamg^ftoo^ 
^^1  Wgiiig^  to  .  Mr.  Steward,  who  taa^  kuQt  a  wejr. 
handfome  market- houfe,  and  laid  out  a  fquate  aeeund 
it,  which  he  defigns  building.  I  was  informed  here 
tb^. ^l^e^Un^iv  Biaaufa6hine  ia imicb. le£i  GonfidcnAle 
thain^  it  ^^  Sinqei  the.  decline  of  1.77a  and  tj^^^ 
i3?ai)X  y^<i^\^t9X\^tJLtchi  mk  had  turned  labourf:rs^  but 
th^  (^ii^ning  bufmefs.  eontistuet  as.  4nucb  a$  ever* 
hfi%ying  the  town^  tht' resd  lead^atquce  tO'ttel^^M 
.o/>  Strahgford  Loeh,. wliefel  obfei^ed  heaps  of  whico^ 
fhells,  and  up6n  enquiry  found  tha€  (hey  Af  tb;tm  af 
low  water  in  the  Loch  in  any  quantities  :  they  lay 
them  on  their  lahds,  but  do  not  find  that  tfhey  laftfo 
iMgas  lime.  F^rms  rife  to  40  sl^res  ;  rents  158.  ta 
ais.  Cunningham  tne^fiire.  Wheat  *  yiti&H  to  30 
buAiei^ ;  oats  to  40.  As  1  advanced;  Ynilcittg  farther 
enquiries,  ftiU  I  wa^  told  that  the  weaVittg,  at  prcfent, 
was  not  neisu^-fo  good  as  7  years  ago.  Ffax,  In  fottie 
piftHi^s,  jja^rs  h6  tythc ;  in  others'  it  is'fekeh  Jji  kliid, 
TW  bu&els  of  potatoes  On  a  ridge  7  yirds  long  and 
1  i»idr  arc  a'>try  good  crop.  Rents  fforti  lids,  to 
%i^  A  oomnrfoh  cftui^fe^:  i.  Gat*  on  lip  i.  Wb^t. 
3;0«tl;»  4.iai'ky.  5.0^5.  6.  B^flcy.  f.Ott^. 
ft  Ld*  for,  145^,'  i  'fthv '  few  clbvtr  bt  'tft-^ruts  ihr 
tW^ytars4 
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-■  pA^i^Wtewtewn- Stewart,  a  row  of  neafiflone  and 
Oate  C2l)bms,  in  the  neighVbarhood  of  A>m'e  new 
(Plantations  wWA  furmn'nd'aTi  improved  lawn,  where 
Mr.  Stcwartf  fntends  btrifdtng.  The  fbif  i^  in  general 
Hght,  dry,  fandy  or  gravelly.  Sea-weed  is  colledej 
for  turning  into  kelp  all  along  the  coaft  of  the  loch^ 
There  are  many  litne-kilns  all  the  way  toPof^ferry  • 
I  was't(5ld  35,  and  that  15  years,  ago  there  was  only 
One,  fo  much  is  the  improvemejit  of  land  increafine. 
The  ftone  Ts'brougfefby'fea  from  Carlirigford,  and 
burnt  with-  coals  and-  turf.  The  expence  reckone4 
IS.  id;  a  barrel.  It  lafts  10  years.  Shells  are  foma 
lime  before  thfcy'  work,  but  they  laft  longer  thaa 
jipie,  direftly  contrary  to  what  I  was  told  before. 
Kents  i6s»  to  20s.  Remarked  feveral  great  rocks  on 
the  fliore,  which  feem  to  have  no  connexion  with  the 
coaft,  which  is  not  rocky,  nor  at  all  in  unifon  with 
fuch  fragments.  Reached  Portaferry,  the  town  and 
feat  of  Patrick  Savage,  Efqs  who  took  every  means 
of  procuring  me  information  concerning  that  neigh- 
bourhood, 

July  29,  colleSed  fome  concerning  the  fiiheries« 
Jt  is  a  fummer  hcrring-fifhery  for  the  homeconfump- 
rionqf  the  country  J  they  are  now  taken  chiefly  off 
tlie  peninfula  of  Ards,  Formerly  the  gre^t  take  was 
jn  the  loch,  till  within  ^efe  four  years,  To  the 
whole  coaft  they  reckon  that  there  are  400  boats  | 
rhey  are  cjf  four  or  five  toiv  burthen,  and  coft  15I.  ^ 
boat,  the  nets  cqft  lol,  and  there  are  four  to  each 
boat,  A  boat  will  catch  fix  maze  of  herrings  in  a 
night,  each  50b  ;  and  they  fell  at  8s.  8d,  a  maze  on 
^.n  average:  it  Is,  however,  a  precarious  fifhery.  In 
J  774  it  was  very  good  :  in  1775  very  bad  j  this  year 
it^jas  begun  finely.     It  begins  the  12th  of  July,  and 

finiihe$ 
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finifhes  the  end  of  September.  It  is  in  general  ($irw 
riecl  on  by  fbares ;  tbe  .boat  aud  nets  have  one  hal4 
and  the  four  men  the  other  half.  They  earn^  upon 
^n  average^  il.  js*  each  a  week  by  it :  no  boats  be^ 
long  to  Portaferyy.  .  The  men  are  chiefly  from  the 
country  >  the  whole  barony  of  Ards  are  filhermen, 
failors,  and  farmers,  by  turns.  This  little  port  has 
i  tolerable  {hare  of  trade  ^  they  have  12  fhips,  which 
go  annually  to  Loch  S willy  herring-fifhery^  yhich 
is  a  winter  one, -on  the  bounty  of  20s.  a  ton;  they 
tave  15  fliips  belonging  to  the  place,  from,30  to  15Q 
tons,  at  fix  men  each,  and  many  others  trade>  here. 
Coals ^  are  brought  from  Whitehaven;  an4  fvQta 
Gottenburgh  and  Norway  timber  and  irpn.  Trade 
increafes,  and  the  place  is  much  more  flouriihing 
than  it  was. 

RoDE  In  the  evening  to  Millen  Hill  on  the  coaft  of 
Ards,  to  fee  the  herring  fl.e^t  go  out.  '  It  is  ip  the^ 
towinf-land  of  Tara,  and  is  an  excellent  fpot  for  a 
Kgbt-hotife,  which  is  much  wanted  on  this  coaft,  for, 
it  is  exceedingly  rocky  and  dangerous  from  St.  John's 
point  to  Donaghadee,  fo  that  nq  winter  paffes  with- 
out fliipwrecks,  and  in  fomc  there  are  a  dozen.  Un- 
der the  hill  appeared  the  north  and  fouth  rock^  with 
foul  ground  all  around,  A  light-houfe  might  be^ 
built  here  for  60I.  and  the  ^nual  expence  would  not 
exceed  150I. 

The  bafony  of  Ards  is  In  general  a  wet,  ftrong,  or 
clay  foil,  with  a  good  deal  of  bog ;  lets  on  an  aver- 
age at  IDS.  6d.  ian  acre,  the  whole  county  los.  the 
fiz^  of  the  farms  oh  a  medium  about  40  acres,  a  few 
up  to  100,  and  many  down  to  five  in  weavers  hands  : 
Courfc  of  crops,  i.  Potatoes  dunged  for.  2.  Wheat, 
■'•'''  -    •    •        •  yields' 
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jfieWs  ^pm  2^  to  4p  b^flif  IS)  but  reckon  it  ky  <^. 
'3.  Barley.  4,  Oats.  '  5.  Clover  for  three  years,  or 
clover  and  Kay-feedis  in  cafe  defigned  to  lay  longer. 
j6.  7.  and  8.  Oats.  Alfo,  x.  Potatoes.  2.  Flax,  i 
Corn,  &c. 
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A  cxs  AT  deal  of  lime  uCed  from  Carlmgford,  tbe 
ftone  is  brought  and  burnt  with  Milford  or  Scotch 
culm,  and  cofts  them,  when  bulmt,  about  xid.  a 
barrel.  It  has  been  foiind  very  beneficial,  has  becii 
pifed  about  16  or  il  years :  it  does  beft  on  middling 
land,  neither  very  dry  nor  wet.  Sea-fand  is  much 
ufed  for  ftrohg  clay,  and  brings  the  fineft  crops  that 
can  be.  White  niarle  from  lihder  the  bdgs  they'  pre- 
fer to  lime;  it  improves  land  (o  much  that  it  will 
never  be  as  bad  again.  Wherever  thej^Cin  get,  fhell 
fand'they'do,  and  find  tTie  benefit  very  great*:  fea- 
we^d  they  alfo  ufe  for  their  barley  lands  what  they 
get  In  winter,  but  in .  fummer.  they  djry  and  burn  it 
into 'kelp.  '  Cattle  very  trifling,  only  fmall  ftoclcs  for 

convenience!     The  principal  religion  is  prefbyterian. 

■tt«»'**      *.»'•••'       '*  *■* 

Jf  a  weaver  has,  as  moft  have,  a  crop  of  flax,  the 
wife  and  daughter  fpin  it,  and  he  weaves  it;  if  he  is 
not  a  weaver,  but  employed  by  his  faripj  they  carry 
the  yarn  to  market.  The  diet  of  the  poor  is  oaten 
bread,  potatoes,  milk,  herrings,  &c.  The  little  far- 
mers generally  have  meat  once  a  week  in  fummer,  and 
falted  for  wTfitef.  All  keep  cows,  pay  for  fummej 
grazing  t1.  7s.  apd  buy  hay  for  the  winter  to  the  value 
bf'il.  10s.  ^hey  all  k^ep  pigs,  not  much  poultry. 
Their  fuel  both  "turf  and  coals;  coals  13s.  a  ton. 
Car,  hdrfe,  arid  driver,  a  day,  is.  4d.  A  new  car  40s. 
to  3I.  A  plough  los.  6d.  A  harrow  15s.  Eight 
pound  of  flax,  and  three  of  tow,  worth  6d.  the  ftone, 
)  •    "  rough  5 
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rough;  make  30  hattlC^  of  yarn  ^i-  z  1400  liften; 
one  woman  wtiripm.  It  In  30  days,  and' earn  "4J. 
'a'day.'  Forty-two  H:HiKsmaIte  a  weR  of  "i's  yards, 
'which  is  wove  in  two  weelcs,^and  he  earns  jd.  a 
yard  or  4id.  and  wilt  fell  green  for  17i3.  or  i8d. 
a.  yard,  Nqt  a-blfacjiinff  ^een  in  all  Ards  for  want 
of  w»te_r;  ;  Aiy..^oa£,„the  coait^  ,qf^_  Ards  and  y\ 
Stiraji£fprd  ■  Lotlji^jea  weed  is  coflewed  by  the 
country .pe«pte ifirit^^  ^^^t  J4|)gcnce^fqr,t>!Jfnirig  intp 
keif;. it  yici'  '  it  from  405.  to  50s,  a  ton, 

the  bleacti  -^  nmch ,  of  it,  and  the.  reft 

exported  tp'  '.  >pnie;gent]ciTicn,_who  keep 

their  l^or^  n,  ^ands,  pay  the  men  20s. 

a.  Wt]  ^r..P9  burning:   ^   other  dmes 

they  p^y  tff\  iffe.     la  Loch  Strangford 

the  kel^  i;  l}«.tter  thv>.™>  the- open  {hare:  41)  in- 
ftance  of  induftiy  i^  this  ]^oc^  4erervcs  to  be  re- 
corded. It  is  t}Ot  vncoinmqn  for  tjic  iiich  to  dpaw, 
flones  froni  theif  fields,  qnd  Cpre^'  them  on  the 
Ihores  in  order  to  m^e  the  we^.  (futui)  grow'j 
a  good  crop  being  only  obtained  from  rocks  and 
ftones.  Upon  the  coaft  of  Ards,  they  have  in  win- 
ter miich  tangle  weed,  which  they  coileft  very  care- 
fully, form  int9  heaps,  and  when  rotten  fpread  it  on 
their  barley  landSf  and  get  vecy  fige  crops,  but  it  (s 
not  lafting. 

Ttif  plaitSfulnels  <>f  tfie  <;ou;ifry  abpui  Poitafcrry, 
Scrangfortt,  &c.  is  vffX  S^reaC :  thjs  will  ^ipcai  from 
tliQ  following  cix.c^a)iltinces^  3^  welt  ^  t^e  legifter 
of  putchei^  ran^X  aiv)  coiit'tnpn,pppltrY  ^IJewhere  in- 
fertcj].  Pi^i;ons.2S.  ^d^^zcn,  Raboi^  4d.  a  couple, 
Th&fifh  V5.  turbqt  45,  fd^  ipd.  9  pair;  bret  and 
haddoifk  i4-  <^<^h  ;  lobftefs  5.S.  a  dozenj  9yAers  I9d. 
'9  ^ijndred;  John  dory,  guniet ;  whiting  4d.  a  dozen  ; 
mackarel. 
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W41d  ducks  ^jkc4y  t9  i«.     ^^^idgeoA  i>d.  a  coaupie^ 
barnacle  I o4r  ^h  j  .t^,M-  a-Qomdc^j>lover  Qd. 

This  >ccnmtsy.is  10  ,gvneral  .beauciful,  tmt  particu- 
larly To  ;a1poftf  t^  ftrai^ts  that  lead  into  Stranflbrd 
Loch.  .FrooarMr.  ^at£^£'^  d<ior  tbe  view  has£pea|: 
variety.  To  the  left  aie  tra^  of  liilly  gjrouncU, 
between  which  the  fea  appears,  and  the  v^  chain. 
of  mountains  in  the  lile  of  Man  (iiftin<5ily  feen. 
In  front  tbe  chills  lifc  in  a  bsaotiful  outline,  and.  a 
round  .hill  .pr^effs  like  a  promontory  intd  die, 
ftrpightt,  and  uiidex:it,the  jtown  -amidft  ^groups  of 
trees.;  ^e^fc:e(ne  .is  <j:hearful  of  itfelf,  -but  .rendered 
doubly  fo  by  the  ihips  and  lierring-4>oats  faili<^g  in 
and  out.  To  the  right  the  view  is  crowned  by  the  / 
mountains  of  Mourne,  whitth,.  wherever  feeji:,  are 
of  a  charatSb^i;  .pecv^iarly  4sold,  and  even  terrific* 
The  Ihox^s  of  .the  Lpch  behind  Mr^  Savage'^  are 
bold  ground,  abounding  with  numerous  pleaiiog 
landfcapes)  the  oppofite  coaft,  confifting  of  the 
woods  and  improvements  of  Caftle-Ward,.  is  a  fine 
fcenery, 

Jui/Y  3pthj  croffed.the  ftr^ights  in  Mr.  Savagc*s 
Jjoat,  an^  breakfafted  with  Mr*  Ainfworth,  collcc- 
tor  of  the  cuftoms  ;  be  gave  me  the  following  par- 
ticulars of  the -barot^y  of  Lecale,  of  the  huftandry. 
of^iarhifbi  had  often  heard  as  fomethmg  better*  t-han 
cqminen.;  The  foil  varies  near  th^  fea,  .ftonqy; 
loam,  .ilry^  f<^.tt^  good  land,  (bme  without  (locie  ^  bet 
Iwec^.thevq^ck^hillpdc^,  (bme  very  ftoaej;;;. the  land 
i^/l.ig'^.^jt^  fifflE.-^^t judged  from  twd.bprfes^beiiig 
ufualjy  la.^A.fiougrti^  rlets  an  an  average  r^mn  ,12^, 
t9  5|8sf  i.ay^r^ j^os.  v^  ^w^h  fCoaay  10^  *r5MMi 
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meafure  the  plantation  acre.  •  The  fouth  coaW  ii 
the  richeft.  Farms,  rife  frorn  5  to  jjb  acres;  the 
little  ones- are  all  mantifafturers  :  there  are  fome  bf^ 
30,  and  perhaps  40^  that  are  not  weavers,  but  moll: 
of  them  employ  looms.  The  divlfiori  of  farms 
among  the  fons,  have  brought  them  f6  low  that 
they  have  been  obliged  to  i?7cave  for  fuhfifteiice.  In 
the  richer  parts  they  fummer  fallow;  and  the 
cburfe  then  is  ; 

i.  Fallow.  2.  WHeat,  average  prodace  18  cwt. 
3.  Barley  ditto,  a  ton  per  acrei  4.  Oats  ditto,  four 
hhds.  each,  12  bdlhels.  5:  Peafe.  6.  Barley. 
7.  Clover  (of  which  they  fow  much)  ftirtwoyears^ 
8:  Barley.     9.  Oats.     10.  Wheat* 

i.  Potatoes  400  bufhels,  2.  Barley;  one  ton  and 
a  half.  3.  Barley.  4.  Clover  for  two  years,  much 
of  it  foiled  in  the  liable,  a  praftice  which  encreafes. 
Alfo, 

1.  Plouch-lay  for  oats.  2.  Wheat.  3.  Bar- 
ley.    4.  Clover  or  peafe. 

1.  Potatoes.  2.  Flax.  3.  Barley.  4*  Barley. 
5.  Clover  two  years.  Have  lately  got  into  the  way 
of  ^eating  down  a  three-year  old  lay,  and  plough 
it  in  July,  and  once  or  twice  more  for  wheat ;  but 
to  "fow  fuch  with  peafe' or  beans  on  one  earth,  and 
then  take  the  wheat,  would  be  nluch  "better: 
peafe  efteemed  a  refrefhment,  and  enables  them  to 
haVef  1  or  2J  cirops  of  white  corn.  Great  quantities 
©f  barley  foWn,  being  their  principal  crop.^^  No 
turnjiis;  Their  manures  5are  marie,  iheMiy  atid  feaweied. 
Marie  has^  been'iifcd'  greatly  for  many  yfears^  Jt  H 
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fiud  for  aBove  60  :  it  is  white  marie  from  'tYie  bot- 
tom of  bogs,  and  fome  of  it  immediately  uhder  tfad 
furface  j  they  carry  it  on  horfeback  in  bags,  which 
hold  each  four  buihels,  and  they  lay  about  450  to' 
SQO  l^gs  per  acre%  When  di6  farmer  has  not  marie 
on  his  own  ground,  he  purchafes  it  from  his  neigh-^ 
bour,  and  pays  from  il.  is.  to  il.  los.  for  liberty  to 
rai/e  it,  and  if  they  carry  it  a  mile,  or  a  mile; and  an 
half,  it  cofts  them  61.  an  acre.  They  are  reckoned 
very  much  to  have  exbaufted  their  lapd ;  for  upon 
the  credit  of  a  marling  they  will  take  20  corn-crops 
running,  and,  a&  a  proof  of  this,  I  was  told,  that  the 
deanery  of  Down,  which  confifts  of  tythes  in  Lecak^ 
was  2,20oL  4  year,  35  years  ago,  whereas  it  is 
now  no  more  t^an  1600I.  owing  to  the  decline  of  the 
Lecale  crops;  and  this  from  the  abufe  of  marie. 
Secopd  marlings  do  not  fucceed^  they  think,  but  it 
has  not  been  tried.  Lime  they  ufe  only  on  dry 
lands,  and  not  often.  They  have  the  ftone  from 
Carlingford,  and  they  burn  it  .with  coals;  it  coft^ 
them  I  id.  a  barrel,  lay  from  80  to  156  :  the  lighter 
the  land  the  lefs  they  lay  on  it ;  it  lafts  eight  or 
nine  crops  ;  does  upon  old  marled  lands  better  than 
a  fecond  marling.  Sea  flielly  (and  and  gravel  they 
have  upon  their  own  ihore  ;  lay  them  thick  on  ftiff 
reddifh  clay  foils,,  and  find  great  effcd  from  them  > 
lay  greater  quantities  much  than  of  marie,  about 
800  one-horfe  loads,  the  beft  crops  in  the  baroney 
are  gained  by  it.  Parts  by  fhelUng  advanced,  from 
5s.  to  25s.  an  acre.  Very  little  grafs  land,  and 
fcarce  any  cattle  but  cows  to  every  farm  for  con- 
venience. •  The  farmers  are  generally,  not  only  in 
Lecale,  but  the  whole  county,  mu(^h  better  and 
wealthier  than  formerly. 

TVTHES 
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TVTSiE^  ^g^ei'idiy  cotixpounded  as.  id*  an  acr^ 
for  aU  und^er  ctt>ps.  The  price  i&f  |>cevBil6tis  (has 
rifeji  ,in  -generfd  one«-t3riid  m  20  years*  And  a  jco# 
whtcfa»  40  years  ago,  was  bought  far  2$s.  is  hbw 
$L  ;$$.  and  as  good  H  horfe,  25  yeazv  agb^  for 
4  to  5L  as  now  for  iol.  to  izU 

Tfl"*tt«  are  fonae  Cottars  who  have  ndt  fiirms, 
onty  a  ;^ottftoe  garden  ^  a  patch  of  flaxj  ^afs  fot 
a  €ow,  and  a  lit*le  ftraw  for  the  wintfer^  fbr  «l! 
which  they  pay  at*  2s.  a  year,  "Rife  in  the  price  of 
latbour  from  4d.  and  board  to  5d.  and  6^4^  and  ditttf 
in  ao  years.  The  fuel  generally  eoAb,  whk^  are 
igs.  to  i8s.  u  ton^  and  they  fend  their  dhildren  td 
pick  up  dung  to  burni  yet  this  is  the  cottntry  ¥hM 
I  have  heard  commanded  for  hufbandry^  Buildmg 
a  mud  farm-houfe  81.     Ditto  ftone  and  flace  30I. 

The  linen  manufadure  is  carried  on  very  generally 
through  the  barony.  In  Downpatrick  there  arc 
500  webs  fold  every  wcek^  at  is.  id*  a  yard,  an^ 
26s.  enchj  being  from  800  to  1400,  in  general  12OCF 
linen ;  which  1200  web  will  take  38  hanks  of  four-^ 
hank  yarn,  and  a  woman  will  on  an  average  fpin 
the  38  hanks  in  as  many  days^  being  paid  4d.  a 
hank ;  a  weaver  will  make  it  in  a  fortnight ^  antf 
has  ios»  for  iti 

Upon  the  mailing  coming  in,  there  Was  a  corh* 
coafting  trade  opened  from  Strangfbrd^  and  ii^ 
flouriihed  considerably,  but  fell  off  pretty  mtich^ 
as  has  been  mentioned  with  refpeA  to  the  deanery 
of  -Dowrte*  The  trade  has,  however,  been  upon 
the  increafe  for  about  four  years.  From  the  nth 
of  feptember,   1775,  to  July   the   ift,    1776^  ther^ 

were 
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were  lOO  cargoes  of  wheat  and  barley,  abdut  50  tons 
cacK  on  .ah  average,  to  Liverpool,  Whitehaven, 
Lifbon,  &c.  and  to  Dublin.  Two-thirds  to  Dub- 
lin,  and  one-third  foreigh,  which  cj^port  received 
the  bounty.  The  export  both  foreign  ^nd  cbafting, 
in  1774,  nearly  the  fame  as  1775-  I*^,  ^773  ^^^^^ 
75  cargoes :  iii  177I,  60  to  76*.  The  trade  in 
jgeneral  of  Strahgford,  ejiport^  import,  fliips  and 
ieamen,  has  been  iii  general  increafing  fdr  10  years 
laft  paft' ;  but  the  year  ending  the  25th  Of  laft  march 
higher  than  ever  it  was  before;  having  every  year- 
been  in  a  regular  grailationl  The  decline  bf  I772 
and  1773*  in  the  linen  manufaSure,  &c*  not  felt  in 
the  trade  of  this  place* 

To  the  port  of  Strangford,  which  includes  Dowrt- 
patfick,  Dundrum,  Killilea,  Killoch,  Portaferry, 
Comber,  and  Newtown,  there  belong  30  veflels, 
froni  35  to  150  tons  burthen,  befides  fifhing  Veflels, 
of  which  27  fair  received  the  bounty  ih  1775  :  the 
fame  niimbef  in^i774.>  iri  1^7^  twenty-three. 
The  burthen  of  the  velTels  in  17^5  from  28  to  75 
tons^  and  the  bounty  iabout  700I.  All  up  the  channel, 
to  Strangford  and  Killilea,  and  into  the  Loch,  there 
IS  30  feet  water,  and  bn  the  bar  there  is  as  much  in 
the  loweft  fprings.  A  (hip  of  lOo  guns  might  lie 
within  15  yards  of  the  fhore. 

Called  at  Lord  Bangor's  at  Ciftle  Ward,  to 
deliver  a  letter  of  recomttlendation,  but  unfortu-* 
liately  he  was  on  a  failing  party  to  England  ;  walked 
through  the  woods,  &o.  The  houfe  was  built  by 
the  prefent  Lord.  It  is  a  very  handfome  edifice 
with  two  principal  fronts,  but  not  of  the  fame 
architecture,  one  is  gothic,  and  the  other  grecian. 

Vol.  L  M  Froni 
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From  the  temple  is  a  fine  wooded  (ceife ;  you  fdok 
^own  oh  a  glen  of  ilirbod,  with  In  wih(iting**hin  quite 
covered  with  it,  and  which  ifealts  fhc  view  6f  a  large 
bay :  over  it,  appears  the  peninhila  of  Stfangfdfcl j 
which  confifts  of  Inclofufes  and  wood.  To  the 
right,  the  bay  is  boiinded  by  a  fine  grov^,  which 
projefis  into  it«  A  iOiip  it  anchor  added  niudhi 
The  houle  well  fituated  above  leveral  fifing  woods, 
the  whole  fcene  a  fine  one^  I  remarked  •  in  Lord 
Bangor's  domains,  a  find  field  of  turnips,  but  unhoedi 
There  were  fome  cabbages  alfo. 


Took  the  road  to  Downpatrick^  through  a  va- 
ridus  country  ;  Down  Bay  is  on  the  left^  and  ex- 
hibits an  amazing  variety  of  iflands,  creeks^  and 
bays,  which  appear  among  cultivated  liills  in  a  moft 
piflurefque  manner.  Here  I  faw  iheep  grazing  in  i 
ditch,  cohfihed  by  a  line  faltened  by  two  pins,  and 
drove  into  the  ground,  and  pafling  through  rings 
which  hung  from  a  ftrap  round  their  rtecks,  fo  that 
they  could  move  Only  from  one  end  to  tlie  other.  To 
Redemon,  the  feat  of  Arthur  Johnifton,  E(q;  got 
there  late  in  the  evening,  but  being  abfeht,  I  defired 
the  fervants  to  give  me  a  bed,  dreading  being  caught 
again  at  a  village  ca^bin. 

July  3ifl,  to  Saintfield.  Rents  are  los.  6d.  sn 
acre.  Several  bogs  here  ;  one  in  particular  half 
cultivated,  the  reft  unimproved ;  fine  oats,  potatoes, 
and  barley,  were  on  it.  One  piece  of  oats  ihoots 
,  dired^ly  into  the  uncultivated  part,  and  (hews  plainly 
what  might  be  done  witli  all  the  bogs  of  this 
country.  Reached  fielfaft  in  the  "forenoon,  and  was 
then  fortunate  enough  to  meet  with  Mr.  Holmes, 
alfo  a  letter  Trom  0b£lor  Haliday, 'who  being  abfent 

.  liimfclf 
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kimfelf  recbramrndfiii  me  to  fevtral  other  gdntlcixMa. 
'Oaitted  upott  die  whdk  the  iikformatian  I  wiflied  i 
It  coiififted  of  the  feUowtiig  fardculnrs. 

Ths  imports  of  fi^lfaft  conJUft  in  ruin^  brandy, 
gea^ya^  an4  wines.  TiU  within  thefe  two  pai^ 
much  gxaini  iiiice  that  none,  but  have^  on  the 
Contrary,  exported  fome;  Coals  fiom  Britain. 
Iron,  timber,  hemp,  and  afhes^  from  the  Baltic. 
Barilla  from  Spain  for  the  bleach  greens.  Tea^ 
raw  fugars,  bops,  and  porter,  the  principal  articles 
from  Great  Britain.  From  North  America,  wheat, 
ftaves,  flour,  and  ilax-feed,  all  which  cut  ojQF  ^t  pre- . 
fent.  The  exports  are  beef,  butter,  pork,  to  the 
Weft  Indies^  and  France.  The  great  article  linen 
cloth  to  Ijondon  j  formerly  fome  to  America.  The 
oalance  nuich  in  favour  of  the  place.  Derry,  New- 
ry,  and  Belfaft,  the  linen  export  towns  ;  two  thirds 
from  Belfaft,  a  little  from  Derry,  the  reflr  from 
.Newry.  There  are  three  fugar  houfss  here.  The 
number  of  (hips  btJonging  to  Belfail  about  50  fail 
from  20  to  300  ta'is.  A  veffel  of  200  tons,  half 
Iqaded,  i^iay  cdnie  to  the  <}uay,  there  being  ^  and  a 
half  to  10  feet  water  i  larger  veflels  lay  twfo  miles  an4 
t  half  down.  The  trade  of  Belfaft  was  at  its  height 
irt  1770  5  1771,  1772,  and  J773,  ^ere  the  worft 
years  J  ^7745  and  1775,  it  has  been  mending;  but 
1774.  arid  1775  riot  equal  to  1770,  and  1771,  by  one 
third.  It  is  Ciirious  to  fee  from  hence  how  the 
trade  of  this  place  htfs  vibrated  with  the  linen  manu« 
fa^ure,  that  being  juft  the  account  I  have  received 
M  the  progrefs  of  that  fabrick.  Calculated  that  the 
^^  9f  Belfaft  in  genpral  encrcafed  one  third  in  iif-^ 
tewi  y^nts,  ending  iA  177O,  gr  I77i«  The  number 
«f  people  fiippofed  t6  amQunt  to  from  12  to  15,000: 
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Belfaft  being  the  place  from  whence  the  enugrations 
were  the  greateft,  I  made  inquiries  concerning  them, 
and  found  that  they  have  for  many  years  had  a  re- 
gular emigration  of  about  2000  annually,  but  in 
1772  the  decline  of  the  linen  manufafture  encreafed 
the  number  ;  and  the  fame  caufe  continuing  in  1773^ 
they  were  at  the  higheft  when  4000  went.  In 
1774  there  were  but  few;  and  in  1775  there  were 
none,  nor  any  fince.  Some  that  went  had  property, 
and  fo  had  fome  of  thofe  that  always  went*  In 
general  they  were  the  moft  idle  and  worthlefs,  and 
not  reckoned  any  lofs  to  the  country.  In  1771 
there  were  300  looms  in  Belfaft,  but  in  1774  there 
were  only  180. 

There  is  a  confiderable  flaughter  at  this  place. 
In  1775  cured  6000  barrels  of  beef,  at  40s.  a  barrel, 
in  the  town ;  and  5,500  of  pork  at  50s.  The  prin- 
cipal part  of  the  grazing  land  the  lower  part  of  An- 
trim from  Ballymena  towards  Larne,  and  Bally- 
mony  ;  fome  from  Meath  and  even  from  Sligo. 
The  hogs  from  Ardmagh,  Down,  and  Antrim, 
weigh,  on  an  average  two  cwt.  fattened  moftly  on 
potatoes  ;  fix  or  feven  years  ago  they  exported  500 
barrels  of  pork.  In  1775,  7000.  In  1776,  it 
will  be  io,ooo.  When  oatmeal  above  id.  or  lid. 
a  pound,  the  poor  live  entirely  upon  potatoes  and 
milk ;,  no  meat ;  but  herrings  in  the  feafon.  Price 
of  proviflons,  &c.  at  Belfaft  are,  potatoes  Qd.  a 
buihel,  pigeons  6d.  a  couple,  rabbits  ditto,  fal- 
mon  2d.  a  pound,  lobfters  6d.  plaice  ^d.  per  lb.  oyfters 
IS.  to  4s.  per  hundred,  frefh  cod  id.  per  lb.  bar- 
nacle IS.  widgeon  is.  a  pair,  oatmeal  three  farthings 
per  lb.  lime  is.  per  barrel,  coals  13s.  a  ton.  La- 
bour the  year  round  IS.  id.  ii\  the  town,  ,8d.  in  the 
'    •  country* 
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country. '  Seamen  30s.  a  month,  and  fhip  pfovifions. 
Spinners  earn  3d.  a  day.  Weavers  is.  id,  they  never 
go  for  labourers. 

Grofs  cuftom  including  ixcife  upon  tobacco  and  fonign 

fpiriis. 


Year 

£' 

Year 

i- 

1763 

32,900 

1764 

35.700 

1765 

'  49,600 

1766 

S3»6oo 

1767 

50,800 

1768 

56,200 

1769 

5i»soo 

1770 

63^600 

1771 

62,100 

1772 

58,700 

1773 

59,900 

«774 

60,100 

177s 

64,800 

In  the  year  ending  the  25tb  of  march  1774,  pieces 
of  linen  exported  147,2x8^  yards  3,713,822. 

Pieced. 
From  ift.  of  nov.  i77i>  toift.may,  1772  85,402 
Next  half  year  •       *       -       -  91 97 12 

I77.II4 


Firft  half  year  •        ..        -        -  959928 

Second  ditto  •        •        •        •  87,089 

Total     --<----*     183,017 
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•  MwnfT  n^^^iWTf  inia  4)«ilt  toim  ^ !)riciB^  Ac^ 
iRnptngM  fttoe  tfuaffy  fh^theiirfigfatiburiiMd.  .  TM 
ftreets  are  broad  and  ftrait^  and  ikt  inliUihfliiit^ 
amounting  to  about  15,000,  make  it  appear  lively 
mH  Mf.  Tbk.pxMia  friiiUiqgs  air  iiotlnnnctpiB 
or  very  ftriking  ^  but  07^  tbe  exchange  Lord  Don- 
|iegal  is  building  aii  affembly  room  60  feet  long,  by 
30  bmU,  and  ^4  high  5  a  very  el^ant  r66!h-.  A 
card^^^fMn:  adjoiliYJig,  30  by  22,  Wld  t2  high  ^  jsu^d 
a  tea^k^oQm  of  the  jfame  iize.  His  LvdOiie  iM-alfo  ' 
buikUne^s^  newchurch,  which  is  one  of  tl^e  Kg|iteft 
and.rooft  pleafing  J  have  any  where  {tth :  it  Is  74  by 
54,  ani  30  high  to  the  cornice  j  the  ifles  Tepatated 
by  a  ddtibte  row  of  coliunns  ;  nothing  can  ^^  Kg;1iter 
or  more  pleafing.  'The  town  belbiigs  entirely*  to  his 
Lordfliip.  Rent  of  it  2000I.  a'  year.  Hi  ^ate 
extends  from  Drumbridge,  near  Lilburne,  to  Larnc 
ib  'irfihfe .'iA  z  ri^t  Rne,  atii  is  10  broad,  -ftis 
royalties  are  great,  coiitainitig  the  "whdik  t>(  Tjtdh 
Neagh*  which  is,  I  fuppofe,  the  greateft  of  any 
fhbjeft  in  Europe.  H^s  eel  fifliery  at  Tome,  an4 
f^6ft-T<rew  on  the  riV^r  feaii,'  ^ers  for  56c5l.  'ayear ; 
Jilid  att  the  fiffieries  are  his  to  flie  leap  ^t  <Jblfalh'e. 
The  eftate  is  fuppofed  to  he  31,0061.  a  year,  the 
greateft  at  prefcnt  in  Ireland.  Inniihoen,  in  Don- 
hegal.  Is  his,  and  is  |i,opol.  of  it.  In  Antrim, 
JLrord-  Antrim's  is  the  moft  extenfive  Jjrqperty, 
beihg  Your  baronies,  and  "173,000  acr€s.  TKe  rfenit 
*  ioobl/a  year,  tut  re-let  for  64^0001.  a  year,  1)y  fe- 
nants  that  have  perpetuities,  perhaps  the  cruele^ 
iriftihce  in  the  worl3  of  carelefTnefs  for  the  infereffe 
of  pofterlty.  The  prefent  Lord's  father  granted  thofe 
)eafes. 


Mr, 
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^  11r.  Portis  of  Belfafty  laft  yesur  Xoqired  4^ee 
acips  two  rood  of  flax;  let  it  fland  ^  guiteripe^ 
tibein  ftacked  it  like  corn,  and  threlhed  it  in  marchk; 
produce  of  feed  eight  bo^qad^  which  (old  at 
4I.  4$.  or  33I.  I2S.  Hewajtetedit  then,'  and  went 
through  the  whole  operatfion  as^cothmon.  By  being 
kept  fo  long,  he  found  it  ifecmi^Qd  tefs  ^vafering  than 
in  the  common  way.  This .  is  not  the  jufual!  jnethod 
of  doing  it.  '  .        '    : 
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Note,  The  ground  was  rather  inclined  to  clay, 
was  ploughed  from  lay,  but  received  ho  manure  IFor 
two  years ;  ploughed  about  chriflm'as,  furrowed  and 
ibwed  the  latter  end  of  march,  but  covered  with  a 
^ovel  {ram  the  furrows,  from  an  inch  to  an  inch 
and  an  half  thick.  ' 

J  WAS  informed  that  Mr.  Ifaac,  near  Belfaft,  had 
4  acres,  Irifli  meafure,  of  ftrong  cl^ay  land  not  broken 
up  for  many  years,  which  being  amply  manut;ed  with 
lime  rubbifh,  and  fea  fhells,  and  fallowed,  was  fown 
#ith  whieat,  aiid  yielded  87I.  9s.  at  9s.  to  I2S.  per  cwt* 
AUb  that  Mr.  Whitley,  •  of  Ballinderry,  near  Lif- 
)>urhe,  a  tenant  of  Lord  Hertford's,  ha&  rarely  any 
Wheat  that  does  not  yield  him  18I.  an  acre.  The 
tillage  of  the  neighbourhood  for  19  miles  round,  is 
doubled'  in  a  few  years.  Shall  export  i poo. ton  of 
corn  this  year  from  Qeli^^i  moi^  of  it  to  the  Weft^ 
Indies,  particularly  pats* 

i^UGUST  ift,  to  Arthur  Buntin's,  Efq;  near  Bel- 
faft ;  the  foil  z  ftiff  ^lay  §  let$  at  old  rents  lds.  new 
ones  iSs.  the  town  psirks  of  that  place  30s.  to.  70s. 
ten  miles  round  it  los.  to  20s.  average  13s.  A  great 
.deal  of  flax  fowii,  every  countryman  liavrng  a  little, 
always  on  potatde  land,  and  one  ploughing :  they 
iifually  fow  each  family  a  bu(hel  of  feed.  Tho(e 
who  have' no  land  pay  the  farmers  206.  rent  for  the 
fpace  a  buihel  of  feed  fows,  and  always  on  potatoe 
lland.  '  They  plant  many  more  potatoes  than  t)iey 
eat  to  fupply  the  market  at  Belfaft ;  manure  for  them 
with  all  their  dung,  and  fome  of  them  mix  with 
(Sung  earth  and  lime,  and  this  is  found  to  do  better. 
There  is  much  alabafter  near  the  town,  which  is  ufed 
for  ftucc0  ptaifler  i  fells  from  lU  is.  to  25$^  a  ton. 

In 
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Ik  mf  yk§f  to  AiHribis*:  Yi0«red  tjiit  UtsclVgcM^  :of 
Mr.  ThcMnaa  Smcltir ;  it  is  the  ftnTplfftift  I  kad 
iiM»  here.  I  undcrftood  that  th«  bkad^vig  fcafiui. 
laftg  9  months,  and  that  watering  oo  tiie  gn^i  I'va^ 
^itt  kft  oiF«  Mr.  Sinclair  himfelf  waa  not  at  lioiiic, 
or  I  fhould  probably  have  gained  ftsoe  intdligieiice 
that  might  have  been  ufefuK 

CftoseBD  the  mountaina  hy  the  new  load  |x>  Afi« 
trim,  and  foujid  thetnto  the  fummits  tocoafift  ^ 
exceeding  good  loam,  a^  fucb  as  would' impvove 
into  go^d  meadow.  1%  is  aU  thiown  <to  the  iitde  ad«> 
joining  fiinn^t  with  veryJi^eor  any  josnt  paid  i»r 
H*  TW  Aake- no  mther  ufe  of  it  than  tunung  dieir 
rows  Ofi.  Pity  tbey  do  not  imiurove  ^  a  wodc.  note 
profitaMe  than  any  4hcy  coidd  u^deiptake.  AH  die 
way  tbAntrimlandsietataR  average  at  9s.  T)ie)ineii 
manufaAuxe  %reade  -eveg  'dvo  whole  cwntry^  confe- 
quently  the  farms  are  very  {malt>  >eiBg  notliing^but 
patches  for  the  convenience  of  weavers* 

f  HOM  Atttrim  to  Stnen'^-Cdftle  the  load  risie  at 

-Ae  eird  t»f  X^odi  ifeagli»*«oiiuiuiiiding  anoble  ;tfi<w.of 

St;  of  fuch  an jKtent  4»t  4be  eye  can  6r  no  kwd 

over  i^.    tt  appeevs  like  a  p^srfeftcfta,  and  the  flione 

'^'is  broken  &nd  IbaidtS)  ^«rhi<Ai  took  4o  ^niich  Ipce  it, 

'41iat  one  can  ka^dly  keKe^s^  ^the  waier  4o  be  J&efli, 

"Upon  my  arri^rf  at^eJCaftle,  i  was  naeftagieci^riUy 

'finnted  with  four,  man:  h^ioiDg  afiddi^f  turnips  XMmd 

..it,  as  «  {>«epacaisf)n:liBrrgi^«    Tkefe^orc  th^.-fiift 

turnip  lioers  I  iiswe'ieeii  intitoetand,  and  ^Idira^:  mere 

pleafed  4hMi  if  Iiiad>4een>£bur:enpeiiQBB« 

4  • 

^m>Cbftk  is  jfaaanti&lly  ifitinled  .M  die  £^e, 
the  ^md^^ws  commaiiiiiig  a  i«ery  iltUe  fMr Jl>f  ><^ « 

$utid 
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^f^  -this  h^s  t^e  finer  eff^,  ts  tbe  vfpod^  ue  coafi- 
.^able,  s^d  kffm  a  fine  accpmpaajrm^t  ta  tbis  n^ 
{)f]e  ii^Iand  faa.  Mr.  O'Neil  not  only  received  nae 
with  the  moft  flattering  .politenels^  but  was^xtx^mely 
tiffidnous  for  my  oor^e^  iiifonn|itM>ii.  He  is  a  ve^y 
^ooniiderable  faultier,  has  fown  tur^iips  3  years,  never 
lefs  than  12  acres^  and  has  fattened  axen  and  caws, 
)cept  milch  ones  on  them,  and  has  found  them  ex* 
tceedJngly  uieful.  The  beafts  throve  p^fe&Iy  well, 
and  he  is  well  convinced  that  nodiipg  can  be  mote 
beneficial ;  by  theif  means  he  has  carried  on  his  fat 
bullocks  from  autumn,  when  they  would  fell  for 
81.  los.  being  50s  profit  on  61.  the  purchafe  price.; 
t»ut  fk>m  turnips,  he  fells  at  ril.  lis.  to  141.  A 
clearer  teftimony  cannot  be  given.  The  cabbages 
^vere  appliefl  to  the  fame  ufe  when  the  turnips  iirere 
gone, 

Ma.  O'Neil  plants  his  potatoes  in  the  furrows  tbe 
|4ou^  forms  as  it  ftirs  the  land,  by  which  a  very 
great  favifig  is  made  in  labpur,  and  the  crops  better 
ipban  cpmmon.  Among  his  woods  he  has  a  £reat 
deal  of  fern|  (peris  4iquUina)  all  regularly  cut  and 
'packed  for  littering  the  farm  horfcs,  by  whidi  meai^s 
.he  laifes  ^reat  quantities  of  manure.  None  of  the 
^farmers  ^fc  oxen  inplougi^ing,  nor  any  of  the  gen- 
tlemen, except  Mr.  O'Neil  and  Mr.  Lefley.  Mn 
P'Neil  introdufred  the  cuftom,  and  has  found  it  an- 
foounonly  i^enef^al.  Has  manured  13  acres  oi  clay 
Jand  with  gravel  from  the  lake  ihore,  1700  carloads, 
.each .3 harr^k  jieracre.  It  is  Jiot  lime-j&one grave], 
.)}uit  fmall  pebbly,  without  any  earth  among  it.  It 
was  laid  on  in  1775,  the  year  of  fiUow,  and  now  is 
under  wheat,  the.beft  crop  acknowledged  that  ever 
}fm  leon  upon  the  land,    fie  has  many  one^horfe 

carts. 
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carts,  which*  carry  6  barrels,  and  the  common  car 
carries  only  3.  As  I  wanted  to  know  the  weight  icrf 
*a  common  Irifh  car,  Mr.  O'Neil  ordered  one  to  be 
weighed  ;  it  was  2cwt.  2qrs.  141b.  One  of  his  carts 
weighed  at  the  fame  time  4cwt.  2qrs.  2ilb.  Much 
hollow  draining  done  at  Shaen's  Caftle,  cut  three 
'feet  and  a  half  deep,  and  filled  with  whitethorn  bufhes ; 
the  foil  ftrong  loam  with  ftones  on  clay ;  the  e(Fe£l 
very  cohfiderable  ;  the  land  made  dry,  which  before 
draining  was  perfe£ily  poaching.  Of  this  great  im- 
provement he  has  done  77  acres.  The  foil  in  this 
neighbourhood  is  in  general  what  is  here  called  ftifF 
clay,  that  is,  as  I  found,  a  ftrong  ftoney  loam  on  a 
yellow  clay.  Some  bog,  and  a  little  fandy  fkirt  on 
the  fhore  of  the  lake.  Bog  is  fo  fcatcered,  that  none 
of  Mr.  O'Neil's  tenants  are  farther  than  half  a  mile 
from  it.  Rents  rife  from  6s.  to  los.  average  8s. 
Farms,  as  in  all  the  linen  countries,  are  generally  very 
fmall  5  they  rife  from  5  acres  to  100,  but  in  general 
they  are  from  5  to  30.  Scarce  any  of  them  but  are 
weavers,  or  the  employers  of  weavers  ;  but  they  have 
fi;ch  a  cuftom  of  fplitting  their  farms  among  their 
children,  that  one  of  6  acres  will  be  divided.  Mr. 
O'Neil  has  found  this  to  be  a  fource  of  the  greateft 
mifery  and  inconvenience,  for  the  portions  are  fo  • 
Imall  that  they  cannot  live  on  them  ;  the  leaft  acci- 
dent, fuch  as  the  death  of  a  cow,  &c.  reduces  them  to 
want,  fo  that  neither  rent  nor  any  common  demand 
can  be  paid.  They  arc  likewife  obliged,  in  order  to 
make  their  little  patch  come  near  to  their  fuppoit, 
to  crop  it  every  year  with  oats,  till  the  land  is  become 
almoft  a  caput  mortuum ;  and  they  are  reduced  to 
great  diftreft  with  paying  a  very  low  rent.  This  is 
alfo  found  in  thehr  circumftances ;  rents,  much  under 
the  valucy  are  got  from  them  with  great  difficulty, 

depending 
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depending  entirely  on  their  web,  and  by  meSihs  of . 
their  hufbandry  are  fometimes  difappointed  even  by  . 
that.  They  are  by  no  means  in  good  circumftances^ 
but  much  diftreffed  by  every  demand.  In  refped  to 
living,  their  diet  is  milk,  potatoes,  and  oat  bread ; 
very  little  butter,  as  they  fell  what  they  make.  Not 
lefs  than  a  20  acred  farmer  has  a  fide  of  falted  beef  in  a 
winter-  Many  of  them  nothing  but  potatbes  and  milk; , 
fome  only  water.  There  is  no  fuch  thing  in  common 
as  a  labourer  unconnefted  with  the  manufadure; 
Every  cabbin  has  a  dog  regularly.  Therfe  is  a  cuf- 
tom  here  called  rundale^  which  is  a  diviflon  of  their 
farms  into  fpaces  by  balks,  without  fences,  which 
they  take  here  and  there  exaSly  like  the  common 
fields  of  England.  It  is  a  mod  pernicious  cuftom, 
which  gives  to  all  thefe  farms  the  mifchiefs  of  our 
open  field  fyflem  in  England.  I  believe  it  prevails 
down  in  Wexford,  &c.  where  I  mentioned  farms  in 
partnerfhip  without  fufScicntly  explaining  this  cir- 
cumflance.  The  rent  of  the  county  in  general  is 
ioo,oooL  a  year,  and  there  are  not  400,000  acres,  or 
5s.  6d.  an  acre.  Land  fells  at  21  .years  purchafe. 
The  courfes — i.  Potatoes.  2.  Oats  j  the  produce 
40  bufhels.  3.  Oats,  30  bufhels.  4.  Oats,  25 
bulhels.     5.  Left  for  weeds  and  rubbifh  2  years. 

I.  Potatoes.  2.  Flax.  3.  Oats.  4.  Oats.  5.  Lay 
out  to  weeds. 

No  clover,  turnips,  &c.  Alfo,  i.  Potatoes.  2. 
Wheat,  4  to  8  barrels.  3.  Oats.  4.  Oats.  Pota- 
toes are  all  put  in  the  trenching  way  j  all  their  dung 
ufed  for  them,  except  now  and  then  a  little  for 
barley.     They  plant  30  to  40  bufliels  of  feed   per 

acre. 
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wen.  Weed  thc»  ij  kaiijl,  and  get  on  an  ave^ag^' 
about  300  or  400  buihels.  A  family  cdnfifting  of  a 
lii^»  his  wife,  and  four  children,  will  eat  three  buiheli 
of  potatoes,  and  20  lb.  weight  6f  oatmeal  a  weekj 
No  natural  maaui:et>f  any  kind  ufed,  nor  lime;  Some 
ft  w  will  bum  the  furface  of  the  bog^  to  aibes^  and 
carrythemtotheir  lands  for  oats,  oh  clay,  and  the 
effe<Sl  is  fotmd  ta  be  cdttfiderable,  Tythes  are  paid 
per  acre  2s;  for  bats^  potatoes  imd  flaic  nothing; 
County  cefs  2d.  an  acre;  No  tea  dranlc  in  the  eottn- 
try,  or  at  leaft  very  little;  The  leafes  art  three  lives, 
or  31  years;  No  men  Who  hire  large  trads  in  order  to 
relet  again,  but  plenty  of  them  under  Lord  Antrimy 
even  to  2  or  3000I.  a  year  a  mart.  The  kicreafe  of 
the  people  is  very  great,  extravagantly  fo ;  and  is  felt 
fevcrely  by  emigration  being  flopped  at  prefent.  Meat 
J*  to  id*  rife  in  20  years.  A  poor  mah's  firing  is  fix 
days  labour  cutting,  which  with  all  expence^  will  be 
iL  I  OS.  at  a  milediftahce,  or  1^0  kiih  of  turf.  For 
ilax  they  plough  their  pbtatoe  land  once. 

After  heeklihgj  each  ftone  will  have  5  lb;  flax  and 
three  a£-  tow; 

5lb.  atis.  adi        *        -         -        o    5  id 
3  lb.  at  8d.'        -        -        -        -      o    2    d- 


•W«i.ak. 


The  ftone  price  to  fell  -  o    7  lo' 


The  flax  is  (piin  frofti  foiir  to  eight  hahks  to  tkfe 
pound.  Some  very  curious  will  fpin  it  to  10  and  12,' 
average  6,  or  30  to  the  51b.  which  will  fell  from  3s.  to 
3s.  6d.  the  fpangle  of  4  hanks,  or  lod.  a  hank.  Wo-* 
tnen  are  generally  hired  to  fpin,  at  from  i6s.  to  30s. 

the 
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^Ae  hsX  ycftt  and  ixmrfl,  and  engage  <to  fpin  for  30s. 
fix  haides  "a  week.  The  .jib.  of  'low  "Vfill  make  nine 
hftalls  of  -3  l^MitbB  {>er  lb.  of  Which  ihey^make  linen 
for^Idbcfitfersihk'tS)  M^*^  ^fnd'Mls  for  xs^  J^di  to  is.  ad. 
qper  yatd  white,  llhe  £x  hank  yarn  will  fpin  into  a 
iteoweb;  they^faoke  from  ^4  to2ohundr^.  .63 
harSks  of  fix  bairtc  yam  will  make  a  web  of  1600 
'cloth.  The  Weaver  is  paid  7d.  a  yard ;  he  will  do 
twb  yards  a  day^  including 'dreffing,  ilc.<and  the 
r})Iece.tnU'£B}l  in  the  monthly  nulHad:  df  Rondalftown 
KT  IS.  ird.  to  2S«  B>yanlfgreen. 


The  hearts  of  fteel  laibd  three  years ;  began  in 
jyjo  againft  rufits^^dtyrikS)  and  fiom  that  went  to 
all  fbrts  df  grievatiees.  All  was  night  w^rk^  with 
many*£ltt  arms.  It -was  tn  reality  owing  to  the  im- 
piidehce  and  levelling  ijririt  of  the  diffenters.  The 
roman  catholics  Wete^ the  moft  quiet*  Tythes,  how- 
ever, were  a  teal  grievance-;  the  proftors  let  the  firft, 
and  perhaps  the  feednd  year  with  them  run  by-botid, 
and  they  opprieffed  them  by  holding  the  bond  -over 
their  heads^  Th^^fe  tythe  farmersare  a bgd  fet  of  peo'"' 
pie.  In  the  emigrations  of  1772  and  1773, -many 
farmers  took  with,  them  from  30I:  to  300I*  Near 
Broehaine,  a  lodge  of  Mr.  Q'Niel*Sj  10  miles  dif- 
tant,  there  are  fome  large  grazing  farms ;  a  few  that 
fatten  2  or  300  btiHocks,  but  ingerieral  on  p6or  hilly 
land  at '3s.  to  6s/ an  acre^  Th^s  bullocks  are  4CWt/ 
buy  fnat  4L  and  fell  out  from  5I.  to  6L 

^cOST  3d^  palTiAg' Atttfdatftown^  bad  a  ^onftint 
Via^  6f  ^Idrni^,  a  remarkable  mountain  jrifing  fA>n< 
a  t^nge  of  6thcr  mfioiitttains.  Slamiifli  in  Il*ifli  is  '-the 
tMihtixiny  by  way  of"  pfc-eminence  j  «ttder  it  <ih  the 
Wle,-is  a*c>gpf'|;t'eat'Whgthrand-bd!Wee»A^^ 
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•   -  * 

and  RaiharkiA  another  very  improveable*  -  Between 
Ralharkin  and  Ballymoriy  to  the  left,  a  vaft  one  maify 
miles  in  lefigth,^  chiefly  improve^ble*  To  Lefly-, 
hill,  where  I  found  Mr.  Lefly,  a  warm  s(dmirer  of 
hufbandry^  and  pra£fcifiitg  it  on  a  fcale  hot  often  met 
with.  I  have  no  where  m!et  with  aiiy  peffon  more 
iilclihed,  or  better  able  to  inform  me  minutely  on 
every  object.  He  has  made  Confiderabld  improve- 
ments of  bog;  Very  near  his  houfe  was  one  of  lo 
feet  deep,'  which  he  has  entirely  retiaioled.  H[is 
operation  was  cutting  a  mai|i  drain  eight  feet  wide, 
five  deep,  and  four  wide  at  bottom,  at  gd.  a  perch  ; 
then  it  was  levelled  by  digging  at  8d.  a  fquare  perch; 
4>art  of  it  covered  with  dung,  320  Cars  ^n  acre,-  estcH 
3  cwt.  and  planted  with  potatoes.  The  crop  320 
bufhels  per  acre,  and  then  levelled  the  trenches  and 
fowed  ao  bufhels  of  hay  feeds  per  acre.  The  other 
part  marled,  160  cars,  10  bufhels  each  per  acre,' 
and  grafTes  fown  at  once.  The  potatoe  part  much  the 
finefl.  In  another  part  of  the  bog,  be  improved  it  by 
cutting  drains  fix  perch  afunder^  four  feet  wide,'  anc^ 
three  deep,  at  4d.  a  perch  $  has  improved  fome  bog 
by  firfl  draining,  then  liming  on  the  furface,  160  bar- 
rels per  acre ;  ploughing  three  thnes,  and  fowing- 
wheat  in  the  trenching  way.  The  crop  8  to  10  bar- 
rels an  acre.  On  a  heathy  bog,  12  feet  deep,  drained,' 
then  limed,  and  formed  beds  fix  feet  broad,  with' 
trenches  of  two  s  and  in  the  fpring  fowed  oats  co- 
vered out  of  the  fame  furrows  with  fpades  ;  the  oats 
indifferent.  Is  now  digging  another  bog,  and  burn- 
ing it.  In  general  would  recommend  in  this  im- 
provement to  cut  the  main  drains  eight  feet  wide^  and 
five  deep,  which  mufl  be  made  wherever  the  fall  is  ^  if 
pt)\y  one  fall,  one  drain  will  do.  Then  at  fix  percji 
;  afujp^er^  cut  crofs  drains,  four  feet  wide^  and  tbr€e 

deep; 
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deep;  this  draining  will  make  it  in  a  year  dry  enough 
for  cars  >^  carry  i6o  loads  an  acre  of  dung,  each  5cwt. 
If  nbtdiin'g  then  marie,  and  on  the  manuring^  trench 
in  potatoes  in  the  common  way.  If  neither  dung  nor 
hiarle,  then  clay,  and  dig  it  in ;  fow  hay-feeds,  ana 
roll  well.  After  the  potatoes  dig  or  plough,  and 
level,  and  fow  oats/  The  crop  40  bufliels,  and  with 
I  the  oats  the  hay  feedsk     Is  clear  that  this  fyftem  will 

improve  any  bog.  .:.>;* 

'  I .  »  •  •       ' 

'  ^K.  Lefly^^  couxfe  of  .crops,  on  fiift"  ciayts^*-* 
X.  Fallow  and  lime.  2.  Wheat.  3.  Barley.  4. 
Oats».  5.  Oats.  6.  Clover  for  two  years,-  plough  in 
fhrtfec6nd  crop  the  fecond  year.  After  two  plough- 
ings,  he  harrows  and  lin\e3>  160  barrels  per  Cun- 
ningham acre  ;  after  the  lime  is  well  flacked,  a  flight 
Harrbwihgto  mix  it.  Before  fowing  a  very  ihallow 
ploughing,  and  a  flight  harrowing  to"*  level.  Theit 
line"  tfOt "the  lands  eight  feet,  and  furrows  18  inches 
^idef  fow  the  laRd,  afld  coter  tlTe  feed  with  th^ 
treflCh^S, '  cut  one  foot  deep,  to  cover  one  inch  deep. 
By  this  means  gets  immenfe  crops*  Expences  and 
produce, 

'  i .  and  9.1  FklioW  and  Wheat. '      '  .  * 

Expences '  -  'r*^  -^  ^  *  ••*'-  ijj-  5  6 
Produce,  12  barrels,  af  il.  •28.  and  ftraw  iL  14    4    o 


Lo&       -        -        -        -         •*      -        I     t  '  6 
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t*roduce,  eight  bolls,  at  25s,  and  ftraw  Ids.  10  10  o 

sixpences       -       -        -   .     -.      •       3  '5  3 

Profit        -        -        •        -       .^      -        6  14  9 


4>,  Oats. 

Produce,  10  bolls^  and  ftraw  iL         -        ix    o    o 
Expenses        -        -  ,     -         *         -        3^6 


«*«Mi 


Picfit        -        -     ,:•?       -..   -        -       7  ^^   * 


mmm^mmt^mm***^ 


1  ■ 
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5.  Oats, 

Produce       -,       *.".•'..      *    .  .  9,   o    o 
|;x|)«ices       -        -        -  _  ,  -         -        3    7^ 


•  •     »  <•        '   .     I 


Pwfit.,  -.  .  .-       -       r..    .,-       «      $  IX   *• 


■Wf** 


Expences        -        -.  '     -         »         •        2    3.   » 
Sbiling  two  men,  a  horfe  mi  car,  at  3s*  ad» 
;  a4ay,  19s-  a  week,  will  feed   20  cows, 

fay  u^  a  cqw;  begin  ift  of  june^  and. 

finiih  middle  of  o&ober,  \&  Mi^ecM^  l8s*  .    . 

a   cow  ji    an    acre    feeds    eight    cows^ 

whicl^is  -.  -  «  .  7    4    • 

9    7    0 


^ 


Produce, 
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Produce,  value  of  the  Aimmer-grafs  at  th  ^S.  ' 

the  common  pay  is  il.  i  is.  6d«  in  paftures  16  16    o 
Expences        ^        ^'^        .  «         976 


Profit 


786 


'  y.  Cloven 

Rent,  ire,        -        -.       -      ••        -         t     3    «) 

Soiling  fix  cows,  at  i8$* .         *         •-     ,    ^     80 


6  XI    a 


Prpdu<|e,,fi3{  qo^«,  utaL  asi        -        -      12  la    o 
Expenc^s        -        -         --        -        611    a 

Profit        -        *.       *        -        -. 


6    I    a 


Profit^,  barley  -  -.  .  .         6  14    9 

7  10     6 


oats 
ditto 
dover 
ditto 


tyok  by  wheat 


Average  pTO^t 


5  Z2  6 

7  9  ^ 

6  I  0 

33  7  9 

I  t  o 

•■■i^VBMBMa^Bi  •■■■■■ 

32  6  9 

5  7  9 


Twelve  acres  of  clay  hmd  he  limed  1 60  barrels  ait 
acrp  on  the  grafs  a  year  before  jie  ploughed   rt,  then' 

^  ^ ,  fummer 


r 
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fummer  fallowed  it,    and  fowed  it  bufhel  of  feed 
wheat,  and  reaped  12  barrels  an  acre« 

I  fiHOVLD  remark,  that  Mr.  Lcflic's  crops  of  wheat 
were  the-fineft  I  had  feen  in  Ireland,  nor  do  I  remem- 
ber finer  in  England.  He  has-  burned  .great  quanti- 
Xies  bf  marie  and  clay,  (the  latter  upon  the  furface  of 
the  marie  pit)  into  afhes,  and  I  tz)^  two  immenfe 
heaps  burned  in  fo  complete  a  manner,  that  I  have  not 
a  doubt  but  the  mode  in  which  it  is  performed  is  per- 
fea.  One  contained  7,308  folid  feet^  or  274  cubical 
yards ;  the  other  6,534  feet,  or  242  yards :  in  all 
13,842  fc^t,  or  516  yards,  iq  feet.  Theexpence  of 
the  whole  came  to  21I.  19s.  4d.  It  took  64  kiihes  of 
turf  at  beginning,  but  afterwards  burnt  itfelf.  In  the 
progrcfs^of  the  heaps,  fpread  bog  earth  on  fomeof  the 
layers,  tojnakeitburn  quicker,  but  it  will  do  with- 
Qut. ,  Tjie  following  paper  contains  the  diredlions  by 
which  Mr*  Lefly  performed  the  work. 

A  Clay  Kiln. 
*  "  The  kiln  {Plate  II.}  is  20  feet  by  12, but  it  may 
be  made  longer  or  fhorter,  according  to  the  quantity 
you  want ;  it  may  alfo  be  of  any  breadth  that  will  al- 
low men  from  each  fide  to  throw  clay  to  the  middle. 
A.  A.  are  the  air-pipes  in  the  middle  between  the  fod 
walls  made,  either  by  cutting  a  little  trench  in  the 
ground  fix  inches  deep,  and  fo  Inany  broud,  covering 
tkeiri  with  flat  ftones,  flates  or  bricks,  or  by  ftones 
laid  on  tHe  ground  at  the  fame  diftance,  and  covered 
in  the  above  manner ;  the  ufe  of  thefe  being  to  give 
air  to  tTie  fire,  and  make  it  burn  better.  The  end 
muft  be  brought  a  foot  on  each  fide  without  the  fod 
walls,  and  carefully  kept  from  being  choaked  up  With 
.  the 
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the  alhes  or  rubbifh*     B.  B.  are  the  fod  walls,  about 
10  or  12  inches  thick  ;  they  muft  be   three  feet  dif- 
tance  from  each  otljef ;  the  ufe  of  them  is  to   keep 
fuel  and  clay  tight,  and  confine  the  heat.      R^ife  all 
the  fod  walls  two  feet  and  an  half  high,  except  the 
fides  n*ext  the  wind,  fill  the  fpaces  between  the  walls 
with  turf,  furze,  wood,  or  any  manner  of  firing,  and 
thereon  lay  dry  clay  fix  or  eight  inches  thick,   very 
clofe  and  even,  fet  fire  to  it  on  the  windward  fide,  and 
then  build  up  that  fide  alfo  to  the  level  of  the  other 
fod  walls  ;   when  the  clay  begins  to  look  red,  throw 
.   on  more  by  degrees  ;   the  greateft  difficulty  is   to  get 
the  firft  clay  well  on  fire,  when  that  is  accomplifhed 
after  the  firft  day,  it  wants  no  other  attendance  than 
to  throw  on  fome  frefli  clay  morning  and  evening,  - 
and  it  will  continue  burning  as  long  as  you  pleafe,  till 
you  can  throw  the  clay  no  higher.     The  clay  may  be 
ufed  juft  as  it  is  dug  out  of  the  pit.      The   fod   v/alh 
on  the  ends  and  fides  muft  from  time  to  time  be  raifed 
as  high  is  the  clay  to  keep  in  the  he^t  j  if  the  fire  be 
too  weak,  it  may  be  helped  by  giving  it  vent  by  a  po- 
ker from  the  top,  or  if  it  goes  out,  it  may  be  renewed 
by  putting  in  fome  frefli,  fuel  anrfclay.     When  you 
fail  to  fupply  it  with  frcfli  clay,  the  fire  will  go  out ; 
the  clay  will  then  appear  like  the  rubbifli  of  a  brick- 
kiln.    Lay  the  fame  quantity  of  it  on  your  land  that 
you  would  of  dung  ;  but  as  poor  and  -i^ht  land  re- 
quires more  than  ftrong  ground,  experience  muft  de- 
termine the  exad  quantity.     The  froft  and  rain  will 
diffolve  all  the  large  lumps.     It  will  exceedingly  en- 
rich your  land  either  for  corn,  flax,  or  gafs  ;    it  kills 
all  fprats,  (juncus)  and  produces  a  fine  fweet  herbage^, 
that  lafts  many  years.     Chufe  the  place  for  your  kiln, 
w'lere  the  clay  is  thick  and  moft  convenient  for*  car- 
riage  %o  y6'ur  fields  that  want  manure ;  it  will  be  we^Jf 

N  3  worth 
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worth  your  pains  to  burn  ^y  cisy  or  earth  a  thfs 
Oianner  (fatkd  and  gravel  only  excepted)  >  it  is  a  very 
cheap  manure,  and  hivdly  infenor  to  the  marie, 
jhells,  Ihne,  fand  or  fea  weed,  that  have  enriched  alt 
the  farmers  pf  this  kingdom,  who  have  had  fenfe  and 
induftry  enough  to  ipake  ufe  of  them.  The  beft  kiln 
l^  feet  wide, 

Mr.  Lesly  pra6lifed  the  drill  hulbandry  fevcral 
years,  in  confequence  of  the  recommendations  of  Mr^ 
Wynn  Baker-  He  bought  of  him  a  complete  fct  qf 
tools  for  the  purpofe,  drill-plough,  horfe^hoes,  &;c« 
^nd  fpared  neither  attention  or  expcQce  to  give  it  a 
fair  trial,  but  found  that  it  would  not.ahfwer  at  all, 
^and  thep  g^ve  it  up.  Lucerne  by  tranfplajit^tion  h€ 
rifo  tried,  following  Mr.  Baker's  inftruftions  cxi&iy  % 
but  that  did  no  better  than  the  other,  and  he  pIoHghed 
it  up. 

* 

.  In  cattle,  M«,  Lefly  has  been  eqiially  attentire } 
he  procured  one  of  Mr,  Bakewell's  bulls  two  years 
ago,  and  hsis  bred  many  calverby  him,  but  they  are 
not  yet  of  on  age  to  judge  of  the  merit  pf  the  breed  ; 
the  bull  is  a  very  fine  one.  In  draining  he  has  made 
conilderable  exertions,  principally  by  hollow  ones, 
His  granary  is  one  of  the  beft  contrived  I  have  fecn 
in  Ireland  j  it  is  raifed  over  the  threfhii^  floor  of 
his  barn,  and  the  floor  of  it  is  a  hair*xloth  for  th^ 
air  to  pafs  through  the  heap,  which  is  ^  g0od  cony 
trivancc.  The  whole  building  is  well  exe€ute4 
and  very  convenient,  and  contains  two  large  bullopk 
iheds. 

The  common  huftandry  around  Lefly  Hill,  is  like 

th^t  of  the  reft  of  the  manufa.<^uring  part  9f.Irfland, 

•       The 
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The  country  is  in  Very  fmall  diVifions,  of  from  5  W 
30  acres,  and  the  rent  upon  an  average  12s.  Rent 
4>f  the  whole  county  not  5s.  Londonderry  not  to 
much. 

I.  Potatoes.     2.   Flax.     3.   Oats.    4.  Oats. 
5.  Weeds  for  two  years,  called  a  lay. 

I.  Potatoes.     2.  Barley.    3.  Oats.    4.  Oats. 
5.  Weeds  for  two  years. 

An  tttre  of  poiatois. 


Kent  "*  ^       '     «• 

Three  bolls  feed,  30s. 
Dung,  160  loads,  at  3d.     - 
Spreading^  planting,  and  trenching 
No  weeding  becaufe  lay  ground. 
Taking  up,  &c. 


Produce^ 


£• 

f« 

J. 

0 

la 

0 

X 

10 

0 

a 

0 

0 
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i 
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a 

0 

0 

7 
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0 

16 

0 

0 

7 

7 

0 

8 

13 

0 

320  buftels  at  IS. 
Expences  - 

Profit 

Prime  coft  5td.  per  buihel. 


A  man,  his  wife  and  4  children,  will  eat  4  bufhels 
a  week.    If  they  live  upon  oatmeal,  they  will  eat 

N  4  4olb, 
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40lb*  or  2  buflicls  of  oats.  Average  price  of  o^tipe^ 
31s.  2d.  a  fcore  pounds.  Of  barley  fow  3  bufliels  and 
get  70.  Of  oats  tbey  fow  7  bufbels  and  get  40  the 
fijft  crop,  and  30  the  fecondy  and  if  they  run  a  third 
crop,  not  more  than  20.  .  A  little  lime  ufed. 

The  ftonc  of  flax  will,  after  heckling,  be  jlb.  and 
31b.  of  tow. 

The  flax  is  generally  fown  on  their  own  land,  and 
in  that  cafe  only  the  common  rent  to  be  reckoned. 
The  51b,  of  flax  will  fpin  into  9  hank  yarn  45  hanks, 
and  a  woman  will  fpin  4  a  week,  the  price  for  fpin- 
ning  6d.  a  hank.  If  they  are  hired,  they  are  paid  3I. 
a  year  and  board.  Of  thefe  9  hank  yarn,  the  cloth 
made  takes  50  hanks  to  a  web  of  75  yards,  but  they 
make  double  webs  of  twice  that  length :  of  7 
hank  yarn  a  web  of  48  yatds,  32  inch  wide,  will 
take  88  hanks;  a  man  weaves  it  in  15  days,  is  paid 
25s.  and  fells  it  for  3s.  a  yard  -green.  The  tow  is 
fpun  into-  2  b^nk  yarn,  and  wove  into  coarfe  cloth* 

'  The-  food  of  the  poor  people  is  potatoes,  oatnieal 
and  milk.  They  generally  keep  cows ;  fome  of  them 
will  have  a  quarter  or  a  lide  of  beef  in  winter,  but 
not  all*  Upon  the  whole,  they  are  iji  geperal  much 
better  off  than  they  were^o  years  ago,  and  drefs  re-i 
markably  well.  T|ic  manufa6lure  is  at  prefent  very 
^ou^riihing.  When  the  price  of  cloih  is  low  or  bad, 
|iumbefs:pf  weavers  turn  labourers.  ,The  emigrati- 
ons were  confiderable  in  1772  and  1773,  and  carried 
ofF  a  good  deal  of  money,  but  it  was  chiefly  of  difllb- 
lute  and  idle  people :  they  were  not  mified  at  all. 
There  is  fome  land  yet  \n  the  rundale  way,  but^aa 

years 
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years  ago  much  more;  alfo  cfaangedale,  which  is 
every  man  changing  his  land  every  year* 

Rents  have  fallen  in  4  years  3s.  an  acre,  and  arc 
but  juft  beginning  to  get  up  again.  Land  fells  at  21 
years  purchafe.  Labour  has  rifen  in  20  years  from 
fd.  to  gd.  No  rife  in  the  price  of  provifions  in  20  ^ 
years,  or  very  little.  The  religion  ten  to  one 
prefbyterians, 

August  4th,  accompanied  Mr.  Lefly  to  his  bro- 
ther's at  ——————,  within  3  miles  of  the  Giant's 

Caufeway,  where  I  had  the  pleafure  of  learning  fe- 
veral  particulars  concerning  the  country  lipon  the 
coaft.  They  meafure  by  the  Cunningham-acre,  and 
rents  are  on  an  average  12s.  Along  the  coaft  there 
is  a  traft  of  clay  at  from  145.  to  20s,  The  courfes 
of  crops  : 

I.  Potatoes,     2.  Barley.     3.  Oats.     4.  Oats. 

1.  Potatoes.  2.  Barley.  3.  Flax.'  4.  Oats. 
5.  Oats,  and  then  lay  out  for  2  years. 

Much  of  the  country  is  in  the  rundale  and  like- 
wife  in  the  changedale  fyftem.  The  little  farmers 
are  all  Weavers,  who  weave  10  or  1200  linen,  and 
fpin  great  quantities  of  yarn  for  the  Derry  market. 
Oatmeal  and  potatoes  are  the  general  food  of  the 
lower  people,  who  reckon  that  one  barrel  of  potatoes, 
to  live  on,  is  equal  to  2  bufhels  of  meal.  One  barrel 
will  laft  a  family  of  fix  eight  days,  and  cofts  on, an 
average  3s.  6d.  or  4s.  Oatmeal  is.  2d.  to  3s.  6d. 
the  20lb,   but  l|d.   per  lb,  on   an  average.     One 

bufhcl 
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bu(hel  ^f  oats  yields  t8I1>.  of  meal.  The  cats  are 
dried  at  home  with  turf  on  kilns,  which  coft  from 
3K  to  5I.  they  are  then  fent  to  a  mill  to  be  (helled, 
in  which  operata<Mi  they  We  half;  after  which  tliey 
•se  ground  ;  the  landlord  appoints  the  mill,  and  diey 
fay  2ad«  for  it. 

Th«  average  crop  of  potatoes  is  300  birfhels  on  the 
Cunningham  acre,  which  is  259  to  the  Engpiifh.  The 
account  they  ftate  thus  : 


/;.  «• 

d. 

Rent                -                r 

« 

0  H 

0 

County  cefs 

^ 

0    0 

6 

Seed,  30  bufhels,  at  is.     •« 

• 

I  10 

0 

300  load  of  dung,  at  ad.  - 

- 

2  10 

.  0 

Putting  in  40  men  a  day,  at  6d. 

• 

X    0 

0 

Weeding 

- 

0  10 

0 

Digging,  &c.  &c. 

«. 

2    0 

0 

8    5    6 


Produce, 

£•    ^*   d. 

300  buHiels,  at  IS*        '    «*  *»         .15    o    o 

Expences,         -  *  -  856 


Profit  --  •  •  6  14    6 


Prime  coft,  per  bufbel,  6id, 

They  are,  howeiver,  fometimes  fo  low  that,  inflead 
of  profit,  the  account  is  a  lofmgone;  laft  year  they 
were  4d.  a  buihel,  and  in  Cdleraine  3d.     Oats  are 

now 
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now  IS,  a  bu&el ;  fev^ral  thoufand  bufliek  hive  been 
exported  from  Coleraine  to  London  at  that  price. 

There  is  a  coniiderable  falmon  filhery  on  the 
coaft ;  the  &{h  are  cured  in  puncheons  with  common 
fait,  and  then  in  tierces  of  42  gallons  each,  6  of 
which  make  a  ton ;  and  it  fells  at  prefcnt  at  17I.  a 
toA,  but  never  before  more  than  16I.  average  for  10 
years  141.  This  rife  of  price  is  attributed  to  the 
Americati  fupply  of  the  Mediterranean  with  filh 
being  cut  olF. 

Rode  from  Mr.  Lefly's  to  view  the  Giant's  Caufe- 
way.  It  is  certainly  a  very  great  curiofity,  as  an 
oh)t{i  for  fpeculation,  upon  the  manner  of  its  forma- 
tion 4  whether  it  owes  its  origin  to  fire,  and  is  a 
fpecies  of  ]ava,  or  to  chryftalization,  or  to  whatever 
caufe,  is  ^  point  that  has  employed  the  attention  of 
men  much  more  able  to  decide  upon  it  than  I  am  ; 
and  has  been  fo  often  treated,  that  nothing  I  can  fay 
would  be  new.  When  two  bits  of  thefe  bayfaltes  are 
rubbed  together  quickly,  they  emit  a  confiderable 
fcent  like  burnt  leather.  The  fcenery  of  the  caufe- 
way,  nor  of  the  adjacent  mountains,  is  very  mag- 
nificent, though  the  cUfts  are  bold  ;  but  for  a  conii- 
derable diftance  there  is  a  ftrong  difpofition  in  the 
rocks  to  run  into  pentagonal  cylinders,  and  even 
at  Bridge,  by  Mr.  Lefly's,  is  a  rock  in  which 

the  fame  difpofition  is  plainly  vifible.  I  believe  the 
caufeway  would  have  ftruck  me  more  if  I  had  not 
feen  the  prints  of  Staifa. 

Returned  to  Lefly-hill ;  and  auguft  5th  departed 
for  Coleraine.  There  the  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Jackfon 
/^iSfted  me  with  fl^e  greateft  politen^fs  in  procuring 

"the 
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the  intelligence  I  wiibed  kbout  the  falmon  fiflicry, 
which  is  the  greateft  in  the  kingdom,  and  viewed 
both  fifheries  above  and  below  the  town,  very  plea- 
fantly  fituated  on  the  river  Ban.  The  falmon  fpawn 
in  all  the  rivers  that  run  into  the  Ban  about  the  be- 
ginning of  auguft,  and  as  foon  as  they  have  done, 
fwim  to  the  fea,  where  they  ftay  till  January,  when 
they  begin  to  return  to  the  frefli  water,  and  continue 
doing  it  till  auguft,  in  which  voyage  they  are  taken  ; 
the  nets  are  fet  the  middle  of  January,  but  by  aft  of 
parliament  no  nets  nor  weirs  can  be  kept  down  after 
the  i^^th  of  auguft.  All  the  fiflieries  on  the  river 
Ban  let  at  6000I.  a  year.  From  the  fea  to  the  rock 
above  Coleraine,  where  the  weirs  are  built,  belongs 
to  the  London  companies ;  the  greateft  part  of  the 
reft  to  Lord  Donnegal.  The  eel  fiflieries  let  at  loool. 
a  year,  and  the  falmon  fiflieries  at  Coleraine,  lOOol. 
The  eels  make  periodical  voyages,  as  the  falmon,  but 
inftead  of  fpawning  in  the  frefli  water,  they  go  to  the 
fea  to  fpawn,  and  the  young  fry  return  againft  the 
ftream ;  to  enable  them  to  do  which  with  greater 
cafe  at  the  leap,  ftraw  ropes  are  hiing  in  the  water  for 
them ;  when  thev  return  to  fea  they  are  ^aken  :  mkny 
of  them  weigh  9  or  lolb.  The  young  falmon  are 
called  grawls^  and  grow  at  a  rate  which  I  fliould  fup- 
pofe  fcarce  any  fifli  commonly  known  equals ;  for 
within  the  year  fome  of  them  will  grow  to  16  or  i81b. 
but  in  general  10  or  I2lb.  fuch  as  efcape  the  firft 
year's  fiOitry  zve  falmon -,  and  at  two  years  old -will 
generally  weigh  20  to  251b.  This  year's  fifliery  has 
proved  the  greateft  that  ever  was  known,  and  they* 
had  the  largeft  hawl,  taking  1452  falmon  at  one  drag 
of  one  net.  In  the  year  1758,  they  had  882,  which 
was  the  next  greateft  hawl.  I  had  the  pleafure  of 
feeing  37.0  drawn- in  ^it  once.  ..They  have  this  year 

taken 
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taken  400  ton' of  fifli ;  200  fold  frefh  at  id.  and  i^d. 
a  lb.  and  200  faked,  at  i8i.  and  20I.  per  ton,  which 
are  fent  to  London,  Spain,  and  Italy.  The  fifhery 
employs  80  men,  and  the  expences  in  general  calcu- 
lated to  equal  the  rent.. 

Th£  linen  manufacture  is  very  general  about  Cole- 
raine,  coarfe  ten  hundred  linen.  It  is  carried  to 
Dublin  in  cars  iio  miles,  at  5$.  per  cwt.  in  fummer, 
and  7s.  6d.  in  winter. 

Rents  in  Derrj^  xps.  6d.  the  Irifb  acre  ;  and  farms 
from  6  to  15  acres.  The  emigrations  from. this 
neighbou;:boad,vere  in  general  of  idle,  loofe,  xiifor*- 
derly  people.  It  is  at  prefent  too  populous  ;  and  if 
the  emigratioiis  are  2>ot.  re^f  wq^y  .the  ill  efFcds  will 
be  feverely  felt.  The  whole  co^ty  of  Derry  belongs 
to  the  London,  companies  and  (he  Biihop,  except 
fome  trifling  properties.  TJi?r^  is.  a  little  trade  -  at 
Coleraine  in  hides^  butter  and  iiQi.,  and  fomo  meal  is 
imported,  whiqhibunds  ftrang^  after  hearing  that  fe 
many  oats  had  been  exported.- 

Mr.  Jackson  has  made  great  improvements  to  his 
houfe,  which.  .Is  fituated  in  a  very  pretty  domain  of 
85  acres  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  all  the  timber 
he  has  ufed  is  out  of.  his  bog  \  he  gets  very  large  oak 
and  Hr  trees  :  they  are  found  zo  feet  deep,  and  all  lie 
exactly  eaft  and  weft. 

August  6th,  to  Newtown-Limmavaddy ;  went 
by  Magilligap,  for  the  fake  of  feeing  the  new  houfe 
building  on  the  fea  coaft,  by  the  bifliop  of  Derry, 
which  will  be  a  large  and  convenient  edifice,  the  fliell 

not 
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.Mt  fbiiihed  $  it  flandi  xxi  a  bold  ihort^  but  in  a  couii'* 
try  where  a  tree  is  a  rarity* 

.  At  Magilligan  is^  rabbit  warren^  Which  yields  on 
an  average  3000  dozen  per  annum,*  laft  year  4000,  and 
5000  have  been  known.     The  bodies  are  fold  at  2d« 
a  couple  ;  but  the  fkins  are  fent  to  Dublin  at  5s.  yd* 
.to  6s.  a  dozen,  felling  from  1500I.  to  1800I.  sf  yean 
The  warren  is  a  fandy  tra£k  on  the  fhoire,  and  belongs 
to  the  bifliop.    I  was  informed,  that  at  Homhead  in 
Donnegal,  Mr.  Stewart  has   a  warren  of  fand .  25 
mrk's  long.    Mn  Smith,  of  Newtdtrh-Liitimav^ddy 
gate:me  the  following  particulars  of  that  lieighbour- 
hood«  r  Farms  rife  fo  high  as  60  to  70  acres,  and  a 
few  to  ;200,  in  general  about  40  acreir ;  many  Weaver^ 
4PBtches  at  3  or  4,  but  the  farmers  themfelves  h^e 
yam  ipun  in  their  koufes, -which  they  give  to  the 
weavers. to  make  ittto  clpth  :  the  farmer  himfeff  at- 
tending to^  nothing  but  the  management  Of  his  Iand« 
This. appears  to  riie  a  fign  that  I  fhall  foon  quit  the 
Jinen  country ;  for  thefe  are  motie' of  farmers  than 
any  fet  I  have  met  with  for  fome  trrtie*     Rents 'for  a 
few  miles  about  the  town,  not  iacluding  the  town 
parks  nor  mountam,  ace  at  5s.  the  parks  '30s.  the 
mountains  are  in  great  quantities,  more  than  of  cul^ 
tivated  land ;  and  all  they  do  is  to  raife  fome  ydun^ 
cattle  and  feed  fome  (heep.     Thecsr.  afeoldrents^ 
but  new  are  ios^»  which  is  the  general  average,  Cun^ 
ningham  meafure :  of  the  whole  county  on  an  average 
not  more  than  4s.  including  bog  and  mountain. 

t.  Potatoes,  value  on  an  average  loL  1.  Barley^ 
3  bolls,  at  12  bufliels.  3.  Oats,  worth  50s.  4.  Oats<. 
5.  Flax.  6.  Lay  2  or  3  years,  fotne  fow  grafles,  clover, 
k^,    7.  Oats.    8.  Oats.    Manures  are  ihells  from 

the 
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tht  Lodi  flt^re  and.  lime  ^  lajr  6d  barrels- of  ihcib.'per 
a€f«f  at  is.  a  btvjel  ^  th^  kn4>  will  Isft  from  5  to 
7  yews  5  the  «fteA  very  great.    JPx^et  it  tQ.lunP  far : 
light  kuni.^  but.  foe  deep  clay  groMnd  lime  beft:  tf  i 
Vfhiqk  loobacrelsy.at  xs.  Mo/e^^lls  ufed  tjia^lime« 
Mounui^s  beginning  to  be  improved;  they  psijr.^u^: 
to  X8f  6d.  an  acre ;  lime  at  120  barrels  an  acre ;  fow 
oaU  infocceAon^^as^lpng  as  the  land  wi^L  b/ear,  theiiiy 
gpt  pfet?y  goo4  <?K)ps,  but  Jat^  ;  the  foil.is^y^wetf .; 

hut  ttjey  drv»i  iryj^th.^itcl^s. 


Tut  iiAfin  tmM^fil&wre  i^  /cim  )^  kimdred  ta 
Xhey  raift  thrir '  Qifm  tizx  >  the  crops  itft  floM  pen 
a^e  i  a/tei:  fe^Kcdltog  tvwtb  ^ 3a« .  4d*  a^iion^*  llie. 
yaffi  iWA  2  ^  M  .hai^k»  a  Ib^  ^weraUy  41  Q^iata^) 
hai^  a  day :  a^  hired  for  it  at  3!.  39.  a.y^ar^  if 
dpne  in  ^6:cabbitty  ase  p^d  ftoi9(4d.  to  4ld;  a  bank* 
The  poor  )iv«ci9  p^toe»,:jpuU^v^v4.<>atiXveaI^  with; 
many  herrings  and  falmon^  very  liule  flefh*  lujo 
or  15  yearsy  their  circumftances  are  improved;  they 

liye  aad  dnfa  bettccy  aAd  ha.t«  better  cabbies*. 

t  •  - 

Thk  etoigiatiditt  .ivereTsty^'grciat  froiin  hente'cyf 
hodx  idle  aiKiirnduftriQaa,  asid  carried  large'imis  wltEt 
them.  Not ,  toa  populous  at  pie&nt.  The  weaters 
have  a  great  i^idt  of  dividii^g  (their  farms,'  however 
fmall^  from  which  many  inconvesiendes  aiife  >  the 
fafmers  will  do  the  fame  with  their  farms.  Rents 
have  falleft,  in^  5  year 9,  3$-^  6d.  in  the  pound,  and  are 
iliU  riktbel*  upon.the  decHnei  Tk€  raanufaduriK  Aou^ 
rifhes  moft  when  oatmeal  is  not  lower  than  fd.  ttlh. 
A  buihel  of  potatoes  is  reckoned  equal  to  2olb.  of 

eelognal,  ..    \      .     ' 

From 
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From.  JLimmavaddy  to  Derry  there  is  very  littte 
uncultivated  land.  Within  four  -miles  of'  the  lattef 
rents  are  from  i2s.-tb  20s.  mountains  paid  for  hut- in 
the  gro&«  Reached  Derry  at  hightj  aiid*  waited  two 
hours  in  the  dark  before-  the  ferry-boat  came  over 
f<«rme..  -  ^     '-'"    ^      * 


'  AwusTT  7th,  rn  themorning'  wenttb  the  Bifhop's' 
palace  to^  leave  my  letters*  of  recommendation ;  for  Ti 
was  informed  of  n;y  misfortune  in  his'bcJng  out  of* the' 
kingdom*     He  was  upon  a  voyage  to  StafFa,  and  had 
ient  home  fomi^  of  the  ftones^  ^of  Whl<fh ''k-  oonlifts ; 
they  appeared  per&£lly'to  refembl&  iii'  fliape^  colour/ 
a&d  fmell,  thofe  of  the  Giant's  .Cauleway.     I  fdt  at^ 
once  the  extent  of  my  lofsin  the^a^ienee-bfiiis-ldrd^' 
ikip^'who  I  had  beehi'epeatedly  told  was  one  of  the'- 
men  in  alllreland  themoft  able  to  gtvetaie' a  variety  of 
ufeful  information,  with  at  the  fame  time  themoft  li- 
bjeral  fpirit  of  communication.    -  ::::.:. 

Waited  on  Mr.  Robert  Alexand^^-one  of  the- 
principal  merchants  of  Derry,  who  very  obligingly 
took  every  means  of  procuring  me  fuch  information 
a^  I  wanted  ;  rode  with  me  to  Loch  S willy  for  view-*- 
ing  the  fcene  of  the  herring  fifhery,  and,  affifted  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Barnard^  gave  me  the  following  parti«- 
culars  concerning  it. 

In    the   barony  of  Innifhoen^    the  courfes  are, 
I.  Barley  eight  barrels ;  2.  oats  10 ;  3.  oats  6  s  -4.  lay 

for  three  years. 

I.  Oats.      2.  Oats.      3.  Oats.       4.  Lay  three 

years.  t 

I.  Potatoes. 
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t/Potatoes  on  lay.  2.  hurley.  3.  Oats  i<>  b^^ 
rels.    4.  Oats  6.    5.  Oats  5.     6.  Lay  three  yea!^» 

I.  Potatoes  lol.  2.  Barley.-  3.  Oats.  ^4*  Oats^ 
5.  Flax,  4  cwt. 

B  AULf  1^  tbe  principal  crop,  and  generally  worth  5!^ 
t9  6U  R«nt  of  the  whole  peninfula  to  Lor4  Donnegal 
ij^900l.  aad  to  the  octupyiog  tenaiif  22»ooo)*  Thf 
meaCure  is  the  plantation  acre  j  the  bottoms  of  In* 
niihoeii  2cs.  aa  acr^ ;  the  whole  county  of  Donnega| 
not  1^  The  lii^en  is  ^tting  In  but  very  (lowly,  but 
fpixioifig  very  general,  aii4  the  beft  yarn  in  all  th^ 
norlih :  they  fpin  all  dlieir  own  flax,  an4  g^erally  into 
three  hankyarn ^  which  all  goes  to  Derry,  and  from 
ihence  to  Manchetfter.  The  fpinners  fpin  a  hank  a 
day  :  a  pound  of  flax  worth  6d.  fpins  into  three  hanks» 
which  fell  at  prefent  at  is.  gd*  which  is  5d*  a  da]f 
ffming^  but  in  oomnaon  only  4d.  Flax  yields  per 
acre  ftutched  3icwt.  at  6xd*  per  lb.  fells  on  foot  at 
61*  to  iU  expeocea   per  acre),  fcutcbing  included^ 

si-  J4S' 

Tffi  iJQjeof  Inch  belongs  to  Lord^Donnegal ;  300!* 
rait,  aod  6oQol*  fine,  and  the  occupying  tenants  pay 
liool.  a  year,  there  are  2000  acres.  The  flze  of 
farms  in  Innifiioen  are  from  10  to  20  acres,  with  a 
run  on  the  mountains  for  cattle.  They  have  lime 
^m  b[k  many  parts  of  tii^  country,  ihells  in  great 
plenty  in  the  }ochs,  which  fell  at  jd.  a  barrel  for 
burning  into  lime ;  other  rotten  (hells  in  whole  banks 
for  manure,  which  th^y.  ufe  much)  laying  40  barrels 
per  acre.  The  foil  a  flaty  gravel  mixed  with  clay, 
witl^-fpringf ;  the  eSeSt  of  the  (hells  not  great,  ex^ 
cept  jipon  mountain  land  drained,  where  they  throw 

Vol.  h  O  up 
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up  white  clover.  There  is  a  fall  in  .the  jrent  of  lands 
in  four  or  five  years.  Religion  generally  roman  ca* 
tholic.  Seaweed  much  ufed  for  potatoes  ^  and  excel*^ 
lent. for  garden  cabbages. 

Rowed  from  Fawn  to  Inch  ifland  acrofs  the  loch, 
thefcencry  amazingly  fine,  the  lands  evelry  where  high 
and  bold)  with  one  of  the  nobleft  outlines  any  wher^ 
to  be  feeh.  Inch  is  a  prodigioufly  fine  extenfive 
ifland,  all  high  lands,  with  cultivation  fpreading  over 
it,  little  clufters  of  cabbins,  with  groups  of  wood  : 
the  water  of  a  great  depth  ;  and  a  fafe  harbour  for 
any  number  of  fhips:  here  is  the  great  refort  of 
velTels  for  the  herring  fifliery ;  it  begins  the  middle  of 
o£^ober,  and  ends  about  chriftmas ;  it  has  been  five 
years  rifing  to  what  it  is  at  prefent ;  laft  year  500 
boats  were  employed  in  it :  the  fanners  and  coaft  in<^ 
habitants  build  and  fend  them  out,  and  either  fifh  on 
their  own  account,  or  let  them ;  but  the  latter  moft 
common.  Five  men  take  a  boat,  eath  man  half  a 
ihare,  each  net  half  and  the  boat  a  whole  one.  A 
boat  cofts  lol.  on  an  average,  each  has  fix  ftand  o£ 
nets  at  2I.  In  a  middling  year  each  boat  will  take 
6000  herrings  a  night,  during  the  feafon,  fix  times  a 
week^  the  price  on  an  average  4s.  2d.  a  1000  from  the 
water,  home  confumption  takes  the  moft,  and  the 
{hipping  which  lies  here  for  the  purpofe  the  reft. 

The  ftiips  on  the  ftation  for  buying  are  from  20  t» 
100  tons,  and  have  the  bounty  of  20s.  a  ton. 

By  the  aft  they  are  to  be  built  fince  the  year  1766, 
each  has  one  or  two  boats  for  fiftiing ;  alfo  *  for  the 
firft  20  tons  they  muft  have  eight  men,  and  two  to  every 

eight 
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^ight  ton  above  20^  Tbe  merchants  who  have  the 
{hips,  both  buy  of  the  country  boats  and  fifli  them«> 
felves ;  they  both  cure  for  barrel  and  in  bulk  that  is 
falted  iii  the  hold  of  a  (hip ;  a  ton  of  fait  will  cure 
16,000  herrings  ;  500  herrings  in  a  barrel  of  thofe 
of  Loch-fwilly,  but  800  at  Killybegs.  They  made 
their  own  barrels  of  American  ftaves,  but  now  of  fir  ; 
1000  ftaves,  Philadelphia,  will  make  8  ton  or  64 
barrels,  and  the  price  61.  the  1000,  making  iid.  each 
barrel,  20  hoops  to  the  barrel,  at  6d. 

500  boats,  laft  year,  at  five  men  -^  2500  o  o 
Men  on  fhore  faltjng  -         -  300    o    o 

In  gutting,  a  little  boy,  10  or  12  years 

old,  at  a  halfpenny  a  10O5  will  earn 

lod.  a  day 
,60  fliips^  at  10  men        ^         .         -       600     o    d 

Twine  of  a  40s.  ftandof  nets  20s.  therefore  20s.  foT 
labour  j  271b.  of  flax,  fpun  into  16  or  i81b,  of  twine*, 
make  a  ftand. 

^R.  Alexander  began  the  fifliery  in  1773,  when  he 
employed  tWo  floops  only,  each  of  40  tons.  Iii 
1774,  he  employed  the  two  floops  and  a  brig  of  100 
tons,  the  latter  of  which  He  fent  to  Antigua  with 
650  barrels,  befides  what  he  fold  at  home,  and  loaded 
the  floops  in  bulk  for  the  coaft  trade.  In  1775,  he 
had  the  fame  brig  and  three  floops,  and  loaded  all  four 
in  bulk  for  the  coaft  trade  j  one  of  which  on  her 
voyage  was  put  afhore  at  Black  Sod,  in  the  county  of 
Mayo  5  and  though  the  floop  was  not  the  leaft  inju- 
red, the  country  came  down,  obliged  the  crew  to  go 
on  (hore,  threatening  to  murder  them  if  they  djd  not, 
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and  then  not  only  robbed  the  veiTdi  of  tier  CMgo,  but 
•of  every  citable  ma^erial«    T.ke  car^  rwsis  .4.0  ton» 
or  160,000' herrings.    Befides  rwhat  was  fent  C09A'* 
wHe  this  year^  he  exported  oa  boafrd  his  fkip^  thfi 
Alexandei-y  34.0  tons,  not  in  the  herring  trade^  1750 
'barreh  to  the  Weft-Indies*    Here  has  been  a  vaft'  e^- 
creafe  of  the  fifhery  in  the  hands  of  one  perfon^ 
vrhich  ihews  clearly  what  might  be  done  if  larger  ca- 
4>itals  were  employed.    Mr.  Alexander  was  prevented 
laft  year  from  doing  fo  much  as  he  might  have  done^ 
and  what  he  did  was  at  a  very  great  expence  for  want 
of  proper  houfes,  which  are  not  to  be  had  on  Lodi 
Swilly  'y  and  in  order  to  remedy  this  inconvenience, 
has  this  year,  1776,  built  on  the  point  of  Inchifland, 
called  the  Downing,'  a  complete  falting-houfe,  con- 
fifting  of  a  range  of  houfes  for  all  the  operations,  di- 
vided into  four  apartments,  one  of  20  feet   by  18  a 
ftore-room  for  coarfe  fait,  which  will  hold   150  to 
.;&oo  tons ',  another  of  the  fame  dimeniions  for  fine  fait ; 
a  third  for  receiving  the  herrings  from  the  bpats  and 
gutting  them,  of  the  fame  fize  ;  and  a  fdi^b  for  a 
cooper's  fliop.     Thefe  apartments  all  communicate 
with  a  fecond  range,  80  by  18,  which  is  filled  with 
veffels  for  flrriking  the  herrings,  that  is,  putting  them 
for  (alt  for  10  or  12  days  ;  this  communicates  with  a 
third  houfe,  80  by  14,  in  which  the  herrings,  being 
taken  from  the  veflels  above  mentioned,  are  barrelled 
and  finilhed  off  for  the  fhips.     Befides  thefe  there  is  a 
dwelling  houfe  for  the  clerks,  &c.  of  28  by  14.     All 
thefe  buildings  are  fubftantially  erefted  of  ftone,  and 
covered  with  flate.    The  finifliing-houfe  contains  the 
boats  when  not  in  ufe,   and  above  it  is  a  light  loft  for 
the  nets.      Over  the  curing-houfe  is  a  large  loft  for 
the  empty  barrels ;  and' over  the  cooper's  (hop   are 
apartments  for  the  workmen,  and  over  the  gutting- 

houfe 
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houfe  is  a  hoop^ftore..  B,ut  the  fait  houfes  are  filled  to 
the  roof.  All  thefe  buildings  Mr.  Alexander  expeAs 
to  finiih  completely  forsool.  In  1775  there  were 
about  1800  barrels  exported  befides  Mr.  Alexander's. 
There  were  that  jcar  fid  enoj^gh  in.  the  Loch  for  all 
the  boats  of  Europe.  They  fwarmed  fo,  that  a  boat 
which  went  out  at  feven  in  the  evening  returned  at  a 
deven  full,  aipid  went  out  on  a  fecond  trip.  The  fellows 
faid  it  was  diJEcult  to  row  through  them ;  and  every 
winter  the  plenty  has  been  great,  only  the  weather 
not  equally  good  for  taking,  whidi  cannot  goon  in  a 
ftormy  night.  In  the  buildings  above  defcribed  Mr. 
Alexander  will  be  able  to  lave  100,000  herrings  a 
day,  which  will  take  jo  tons  of  fait,  17  or  18  boats, 
and  90  men ;  fix' men  to  carry  from  boats  to  the  gut-> 
ting-houfe  ;  40  boys,  women,  and  girls  to  gut ;  four 
to  carry  from  gut-houfe  to  curing-houfe  ^  10  men 
firft  faking  and  packing ;  eight  men  to  draw  from  the 
yefle]^,  and  carry  to  the  barrelling-houfe  j  and  lo 
packing  into  barrels,  which  10  packers  will  keep  five 
coopers  employed ;  fix  men  more  will  be  employed  in 
ranging  the  b^iels  and  pickling  off;  eight  men  more 
parrying  to  the  (hip's  boats.  If  100,000  herrings 
come  in  regularly  every  day,  this  would  be  the  courfe 
C»f  the  bufifiefs.  The  buildings  are  in  fa£t,  a  market 
to  the  country  boats  to  refort  to  every  day  to  felLtheir 
herrings,  as  far  as  the  quantity  above-mentioned  ex* 
tends. 
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Calculation  of  the  Expences  of  this  Buftnefs^  f^PP^fi^S 
100,000  herrings  cured  every  day* 

^.     J.     d.^ 

Buildings,  500I.  intereft  of  that  fum,  at 

-  -  • 

ip  per  cent.  -  -  -  -  ^0  0  0 
This  high  rate  of  intereft  is  reckoned  on 
account  pf  the  precarioufnefs  of  all 
herring  fifheries,  as  they  frequently 
forfake  feas  and  bays  ;  and  if  they  were, 
to  quit  Loch  Swilly,  the  buildings 
would  be  of  little  ufe  but  to  let  fpr 
a  trifle  as  cabbins. 

is  boats,  at  lol.      -         -       180    o    o 
go  ftands  of  nets,  at  40s.         180     o     o 


tmm 


360    o    o 
Xritcreft,  at  6  per  cent,       -         -         -         211^0 
Repairihg  the  boats,  40s.  each  -         -         36     O     o 
Ditto  nets,  they  laft  biit  two  feafons     -         90     o    o 
Wages  of  90  fifliermen,  at  is.  6d.  a  <iay, 

8  weeks       -         -         r        -         -    '  324    o    o 


521   12 


J^.'  B.  At  this  expence  of  fifliing,  the 
prime  coft  of  the  herrings,  fuppofe 
6000  taken  by  each  boat  a  night,  is  2S. 
per  1000  :  but  it  muft  be  obvious  that 
the  boats  cannot  always  go  out,  neither 
will  hired  men  fiih  fpr  their  matters  as 
they  will  for  themfelves.  Hence  the 
merchant  may  find  it  more  advantageous 

►    io  buy  at  4s.  2d.  than  to  depend  entirely 

pn  his  own  boats. 

Wages 
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Brought  over  •  -  ^  521  12  o 
Wages  of  52  men,  ati  s.  id.  a  day,  8  weeks  1 35  40 
j8  boats,  108,000  herrings  a  day,   are 

5,184,000;  gutting  al  5d.  per  1000  108  o  O 
3.alt  10  tons  per  100,000,  or  518  tons,  at 

2I.  los.  forthecuringhoufe'  -  ^295  b  O 
Salt  246  tons,  I7cwt.  at  2l.  los.  for  the 

barrelling  houfe         -  -  -61726 

£.    J.    rf. 
9,874  barrels,  at  8  ton,  or  64 

barrels  to  the  1000  ftaves, 
will  require  154,000  ftaves, 
at7l.  -  -         1078     o    o 

164,000  hoops,  at  30s.  246    o    O 

Making  IS.  2s.  per  barrel        575  19    8 
7  nails  to  every  barrel,  which 
is  allowing  one  for  acci- 
dents, 58,000,  at  2S.  2d.  658 

.     — T— —1976    5    4 
Prinze  coft,  9s.  5d.  a  barrel.  ■  .- — — - 

4653    3  ?o 
Freight  of  9,874  barrels  to  the  Weft  Indies^ 

at  3s.  4d.         '        -  -  1645  13    4 

X)uty  on  export,,  with  gauger's  fees,  9d. 

a  barrel   -  «  '      -  370    5    6 

6669    2    8 
Infurance  and  conuniffion,  3  per  cent,  on 
that  fum        -       ^        .       -        .  aoo    i    5 


6869    4    I 
Intereft  on  that  fum  8  (months,  at  6  per 
'  cept.  -      -        -        -        -        -  274  15     2 

7H3  19    3 
O  4  Th« 
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The  price  in  the  Weft  Indies  rife*  from- 
.  20?.  to  3^5.  fterling  a  barrel.    Averages 
258.-9,874  barreb  at  that  rate  12342  lo-  p 

■()edu(ft  expenc^         •         ^         -,        yjj^,^  jg     3 

Pfofit  ^     ,.         •        •  •        ».         5198x0    ^ 


H  !•■* 


But  as  t^  herrings  are  not  always  to  be 
taken  in  this  manner,  that  is,  6000  a 
.  night  by  the  merchants  boat» ;  it  mU 
be  neceiTary  to  calculate  the  bi^ftnefs  iti: 
the  more  common  way  of  Qarf-yiAgit 
on,   by  buying  tj^em  of  the  country 
boats,  at  ^  2d»  per  lOOO. 
Intereft  as  beft)ret         -         -         ■♦         -       $0     O    O 
Purchafe  of  5, 1 84,000,  at  4s.  2d.  pef  lODO  1080    o    a 


Labour 
Gutting 
Sait  '    -^ 


Barrels  - 

prime  coft     -»- 
ft-eight'      :   - 


Kifu?an6eP8nd  commiffion 


1 130 

0 

0 

135 

ro8 

4 
0 

0 
0 

1912 
1976 

2 

s 

6 

4 

1645 

11 

6 

10 

8 

370 

S 

6 

7277 
218 

4 
6 

0 

V 


7495  10    o 
Intereft  on  th*lr  Aiin,  at  6  p«f  ^ikU  fear  8    . 
m^iith^'    -        -        -      .  -      ,  -        299  17    2 

7795    7    2 
Prime 
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Prime  coft  in  Weft  ladies  ij^,  ^^d.  a 

barrel* 
Sell  at  -         -»        -        -        -         -     12341  K)    ^ 
Expences       -         -         -         -  '      -       yj^6     7     a 

Profit    -         -         -         -         -         -       4546     2t  10 

45469  on  the  expences  of  7796,  is  58  per 
cent,— bounty  of  i^.  a  bafjrel        -        987     8    6 


i^w  I   iili  i 


SS33  ^fo  ^^ 

.  Here  appeals  a  very  noble  profit;  but  flfting 
upon  paper  is  an  eafi^  buftnefs  than  Upcfn  Ldcln 
Swilly.;  and  it  is  necefifary  to  obferve^  that  &o 
mefchant  who  engages  in  this  fifheryj  muft  pro^ 
yide^  if  he  fiihes  himfelf^  boats,  nets,  fait,  bartel^f 
^nd  ftores,  all  which  muft  be  ready,  thdugh  not 
a  herring  ihould  come'  into  the  Loch,  or  thottghr 
ftorms  prevent  a'  boat  going  out.  He  muft  alfd 
Jmve  the  fum  ready  in  his  counting  houfe  for  all  th^ 
other  expences,  in  caie  the  fifhery  proves  fuccefs«-v 
fi^I,  which  upon  the  whole,  are  circumftances  that 
snake  great  profits  necefiary,  or  the  bufinei^  Tirould 
jiot  be  undertaken  at  all. 

The  iilveftmeit t  of  8000I  •  in  this  fifiiery  employs. 

Men  Ships  Tons. 
Fifliermen  -  *  «  -  90  o  6' 
Guttera  -        -        -r        -        40      o  o 

Sundries  -        -        -        -        52      o         a* 

To  bring  the  ftaves>  a  ftip^of  200 

tons  feamen  ^  •  16      i       200 

764  tons  erf  fait,  jDihipS  -        50      3      764* 

9^874  banrels  to  the  Weft  Indies, 

i234tMs  laibips        -       -        120    12    12341 

368     16    2198 
Befides 
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Bcfides  boat-building,  net  making,  and  coopers* 
And  the  90  fiihennen  are  a  fure  nurfery  of  feamen  ; 
much  of  this  great  fyftem  of  emplo)rment  is  in  the 
deprti'  of  winter,  when  not  demanded  for  other 
purpofes, 

August  8th,  left  Derry,  and  took  the  road   by 
Raphoe,    to  the-Rev.  Mr.   Qoldiag's  -at  Clpnleigh, 
whq-  faj^nred    me    witli    much  valuable  infprma- 
ticm.     The  view  of  Derry,    at    the    diftance   of   a 
milcor.  tW3p,   is  the  moft   pifturefque  of  any  place 
I  have  feen  ;   it  feems   to  be  built  on  an  ifland  of 
bofd^'Jandrffrng  from  the  river,  which  fpreads  into 
a  firte  •  b^fon  at  the    foot  of  the  'towh  ;-  the  adja- 
€^t    country  hilly,   the  fc^n^  wants  nothing  Kirt 
w^ood    to    make    it    a  •  perfect    landfcape.     Faffing 
Raphoe,    found   the  husbandry  in    the   neighbour- 
Mood  of  Clonleigh  as  follows.     The  foil'  fs*  for  the 
liioft  part    light    loamy    land,     with    fin^e  *  large 
ftones,  and    very  wet  with   fprings,  with   cohfider- 
^le  trafts  df  bog.     Rents   are  from  15s.   to  26s.  the 
Giiftningham    acre,  and    fom«    to    25s'.'  and  '  about 
towns  fome  up  to  30s.  and  ij.os.    'Average  rent  of 
thewhole  county  not  more  than  is.    'Farms  vary  froni 
5  to  40  acres,    in  general    25  ©i^'^^o,  -very    many 
fropi  7  to  10.     They  are  leffitned  by  the  farmers  di- 
viding them  among  their  children.     They  generally 
fow  fiaxy  drefs  and  fpin  it  in  their  families.     When 
doth   fells  well,  they  get-  it  wove  by  the  weavers, 
who  are 'alfo  little  farmersi     At-  other  times  they  feH 
the  flax   in    yarn  at   market,    many  of  them   never 
having  any  woven  at  all.     The  fpinners  in  a  little 
fiirn;i  are   the  daughters   and  a  kouple  of  maid  fer- 
vants,  that  are  paid  30s.   a  half  yesir,  and  the  corar 
DK^l  bargaii^  is,    to  -do    a*  hank   a  day  of  3  or  4 
—  ■  hank 
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liahk  yam.  Much  more  than  half  the  flax  of  the 
country  is  worked  into  cloth  5  a  great  deal  of  flax 
is  imported  at  Dcrry,  this  country  not  raifing  near 
enough  for  its  manufadure :  their  own  is  much  the 
iineft.  Their  tillage  is  exceeding  bad,  the  land  not 
half  plouged,  and  they  like  to  have  much  grafs 
among  the  corn  for  improving  the  fodder*  Their 
courfe  is  ; 

I.  Potatoes  on  3  years  lay.     2.  Barley  10  barrels. , 
3.  Oats  5  to  12  barrels.    4.  Oats.     5.  Oats.    6-  Lay 
for  weeds  3  years. 

I.  Potatoes.     2.  Barley.     3.  Oats.     4.   Oats.     5. 

FJax  480  lb.  clean  fcutched,  or  30  ftone. 

They  plant  14  meafures,  each  2  hufhels  of  pota- 
tpe^feed  an  acre,  the  crop,  from  8  to  12  fcore  mea- 
fures. The  flax  I  faw  was  nothing  but  weeds  and 
rubbifh  of  all  kinds,  yet  the  crop  itfelf  had  an  ap- 
pearance of  being  good,  as  if  the  land  wa$  not  to 
blame.'  As  to  manuring,  they  ufe  very  little  more 
than  the  trifle  they  make  in  their  ftable  and  cow- 
houfe.  A  few  ufe  lime,  but  not  many;  the  price  is 
lod.  to  13d.  a  barrel :  a  little  woollen  cloth  weaved, 
but  not  near  enough  to  cloath  themfelves.  They 
import  a  great  deal  from  Galway.  Land  fells  at  24 
and  26  years  purchafe.     Rents  are  very  much  raifed ;  i 

but  they  are  fallen  within  four  or  five  years  j  in  40 
years  conjefture  that  they  are  doubled.  Tythes  are 
compounded.  Oats  pay  5s.  Barley  7s.  Potatoes,  flax, 
and  hay,  5s.  In  fome  places  potatoes  free.  Leafes 
ufually  for  three  lives.  Lord  Abercorn  only  for  21 
years  and  no  lives,  yet  his  eftate  is  well  cultivated. 
The  farmers  generally  re-let  fome  of  their  lands  to 

cottars 
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cotfebrii'ata'^reat  iticiteafe  of  rent.  The  pcxn- people 
lire  upon  Oatmeal,  milk,  ponctoes,  and  herrings  ^ 
btrc  the  pooreft  eat  rtry  little  meat.  A  Joiner  of 
loi.  a  year  will  have  a  good  meal  of  beef  or  baccm 
e^ery  funday':  in  general  they  all  live  much  better 
thafi  they  did  foiinerly.  I  remarked  tb'at  the  la- 
bourers carried  with  them  to  their  work  an  oat  cake 
and  a  bottle  of  milk.  All  their  milk  is  ]^ept  till 
fower,  till  which  they  do  not  make  butter.  Scarce 
any  fach  thing  as  wheeled  ciar»  in  the  c($untp^,  thcfy 
afe  sAl  Siding  oned  :  a  wfatekd  otie  35$.  a  fltdiifg  one 
as.  6d.  A  plough  IDS.  6d.  A  harrow  df  wpod  id*  id. 
The  fuel  all  turf,  and  much  of  it  made  by  hand ;  a 
po6r  nkn's  i»  lOO  barrels  a  year,  and  will  tott  him 
35s.  The  common  people  exceedingly  addi£{isd  to 
thieving. 

Bt?lx.i>iKG  a  eabbiii  5I.  diejr  are  aH  6f  fttme, 
wlikh-  is  plentiful  :  cfay-moYt^r  inftead  of  fiiae.  Al- 
mdft  all  the  farmers  have  a  m&n-fervant  at  il.  it>$i  to 
af .  Ae  half  yeiir  eflrtrely  efhployed  in  the  ftffti.  A 
ftriiier  Of  |o1.  a  yeat-  alv/ay§  6ne.  Very  little  dotft 
jtt^rfarther  thai^  BallyntitiBFeyv  but  all  over  Donnegal 
much  f^^inning. 

The  county  of  Tyroiie  is  l^ribus^j  thefifteft  parts 
are  aboiit  t)ungahnon,  Stewart's  Town,  &e.  on  Lake 
Neagh.  From  Strabane  to  Omagh  much  good.;  from 
Omagh  to  Ardmagh  all  cultivated.  From  Strabane 
to  Dungannon-  almofl  alt  mbUritains :  rent  of  the 
whole  4s.  The  bifliop  irf  RiiphOe  is  k  <^onfider)ble 
finner,  and  cultivates  and  hl^eS  turnips.  The  dean 
has  alfo  done  the  fame. 

.Mr. 
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Mic.  Goldifig  ha$  ufed  much  f<>|ip^$  iv^c,  At  4d. 
a  m^fuffi  of  two  bufii^l^,  l^id  on  cpld  morafly  foils, 
and  found  ih^  ben^fijt  v^j^y  great ;  k  br ouglu  up  quan- 
tities of  Tf4  clQver»  and  ds^roy^  mo($  eiF<^u^lljr« 
Turnips  would  do  .tsccell^tljr  hcrCf  as  beef  rifes 
from  pne-pen^y  thne  farthings  in  novemb^,  to 
thiree-pen^Qe. halfpenny  and  four-pence  in  april*  Mr* 
GoMing  has  ufed  fcotch  -cabbages  for  bullocks ;  ge- 
nerally fats  two  beafts  ev^ry  year  on  them.  Sfsms 
the  feediearly  inauguft,  and  tranfplants  them  in  april 
and  may  for  fucoeffion ;  has  had  th^m  in  full  perfec- 
tion in  febrnaiy  .and  march ;  has  tried  fpring  (om- 
ingsy  but  tk»Y  ^  notcom^  ;to  sipre  than  5  or  6U>. 
whereas  the  auguft  fown  plants  rife  to  35  lb.  He 
has  alfo  fed  /beep  upon  potatoes,  buys  them  very 
forward  in  odober^  and  puts  them  to  his  after-grafs 
to  keep  their  ficfli,  and  in  the  fevere  weather  gives 
them  the  potatoes  with  great  fuccefs.  He  took  the 
hint  from  feeing  the  iheep  walk  over  the  potatoe 
grounds,  and  fcratching  up  the  remaining  roots  in 
hard  weather.  The  only  evil  r^fulting  from  die 
emigrations  was,  the  money  they  carried  away  with 
them,  which  was.coniiderable. 

August  9th,  to  Convoy,  where  I  was  fo  unfortu- 
nate as  to  find  Mr.  Montgomery  from  home  y  paifiag 
on  to  BaltymafFey,  I  met  that  gentleman's  oxen, 
drawing  fledge  cars  of  turf,  fingle  with  collars,  and 
worked  to  the  full  as  well  as  the  hcM-fes.  They  de- 
ferved  wheels  however.  On  the  other  fide  of  Bally- 
maffey,  it  is  curious  to  obferve,  how,  as  you  ad- 
vance towards  the  mountains,  cultivation  gradually 
declines,  it  is  chequered  with  heath,  till  at  laft  the 
heath  is  chequered  with  cultivation, -fpots  of  green, 
on   the  mountain  fides,   furrounded  by  the  di-eary 

wilder- 
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•  wildernefs  ;  but  there  are  no  inclofures.  The  wafi(rf 
is  exceedingly  improvable;  all  the  trad  on  the  l6ft 
before  I  came  to  the  lake,  and  alfo  beyond  it,  might 
cafily  be  made  excellent ;  it  is  bog,  with  a  great  fall 
every  where,  extends  beyond  the  lake  to  the  mountain 
foot,  and  is  from  lo  to  20  feet  deep;  rifes  in  perfe<9: 
hills,  yet  all  bog.  Lime  is  to  be  had  here  from  6d. 
to  8d.  a  barrel,  fix  miles  off.  I  had  two  accounts^, 
one  of  6d.  and  the  other  of  8d.  but  clayey  gravel  is 
to  be  had  every  where  on  the  fpot-  The  road  leads 
acrofs  the  bog,  and  is  made  of  it^  I  remarked  in 
feveral  places,  little  bogs  forming,  fpots  of  mofs 
growing  on  the  water,  and  in  fome  places  rotting, 
with  other  plants  growing  out  of  that-  Cars  may 
go  three  or  four  times  a  day  for  lime,  and  bring  three 
barrels  at  a  time.  I  was  the  more  attentive  to  this 
bog,  becaufe  it  appeared  to  me  to  be  one  of  the  moft 
improvable  I  had  feen,  and  the  fize  of  it  makes  it  an 
objeft  worth  the  attention  of  fome  fpirited  improver  ; 
it  is  not  every  where  that  fo  decifive  a  fall  i^  met 

/  with  for  rendering  the  drains  effeftive  j  the  diftance 
from  lime  is  advantageous.  Suppofe  a  car,  is-  a  day, 
and  to  bring  eight  barrels,  carriage  of  it  then  is  i^d. 
a  barrel,  and  fuppofe  the  lime  yjd.  in  «ll  gd.  160, 
at  that  price,  comes  to  61.  at  which  rate^  I  am  clear, 
it  would  anfwer  to  lay  any  quantity  on  to  fuch  bogs 
as  thefe*  I  had  often  heard  of  roads  being  made  over 
fuch  quaking  bogs,  that  they  move  under  a  carriage, 
but  could  fcarcely  credit  it  j  I  was,  however,  con- 
vinced now;  for,  in  feveral  places,  every  ftep  the 
horfe  fet,  moved  a  full  yard  of  the  ground  in  perfeft 
heaves.  Got  to  a  miferable  cabbin  on  the  road,  the 
widow  Barclay's,  which  I  had  been  affured  was  an 
exceeding  good  inn,  but  efcaped  without  a  cold^  or 

the  itch* 

August 
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August  lOth,  got  to  Alexander  Montgomery's j" 
Efq;  at  Mount  Charles,  Lord  Conyngham's  agentj 
by  breakiaft ;  found  he  was  fo  deeply  engaged  in  the 
fiiheries,  on  this  coaft,  that  I  could  not  have  got  into 
better  hands;  with  great  civility  he  gave  me  every 
intelligence  I  wifhed;  as  an  introdudion  to  it,  he 
took  me  a  ride  to  the  bays  on  the  coaft,  where  the' 
filheries  are  moft  carried  on,  particularly  Inver  bay, 
Macfwinc's  bay,  and  Killibeg*s  bay.  The  coaft  is 
perfedly  fawed  by  bays ;  the  lands  are  high  and  bold, 
particularly  about  Killibegs,  where  tht  fcenery  is 
exceedingly  romantic,  and  if  the  multiplicity  of  hills 
upon  hills,  and  rocks,  were  planted,  would  be  one 
of  the  moft  beautiful  fpots  that  can  be  imagined. 
The  ftate  of  the  fifheries  may  be  judged  from  the 
number  of  boats  employed  in  the  feveral  ftations  : 


'775 

1776 

Juverbay 

52 

72 

Killibegs  and  Fintia 

50 

60 

Tilin  and  Tawney 

47 

47 

Brucklefs 

20 

25 

fioylagh  and  RoflTes 

50 

50 

Cloghanlee 

18 

iS 

Dunfanachly 

20 

25 

Sheephaven 

30 

30 

287 

327 

'  In  Inverbay  only  of  the  above,  there  is  a  fummer 
iifhery  for  herrings,  which  begins  the  latter  end  of 
July,  and  ends  the  beginning  of  feptember.  All  the 
other  places  are  winter  fifheries,  which  begin  in  o6to- 
ber,  and  end  early  in  January,  lafting  eight  weeks. 
Every  boat  cofts  18  h  to  20  h  and  has  fix  fliares  of 

nets. 
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tint^y  at  3!.  to  3L  36*  each  :  .the  net9  9S^  all  made  of 

heaip9    fr/pm  tbe  Baltic,   which  coft,  dnsfied»  id*. 

s^  pouAdy  fit  /or  fpin^ing  :  33  Ih.  of  it  in  a  flmm  of 

hqU  :  4d.  a  pound  paid  for  fpitining  it,  or  itt.  ar 

ftarc :  weaving  the  nets  id.  a  yard  for  one  Jlingy  or 

63  mePie$  d/eep,  200  yards  running  meafure,  at  that 

depth,  in  each  ih^ie.     Si;i  hands  in  each  boat,.  9 

^pper,  and  five  men*    In  the  common  pra^pe^  w 

boat  is  divided  into  feven  fliares,  the  boat  one ;  each 

net,  half  a  one,  and  each  man  half:  in  which  way 

they  divide  the  produce^  Mrhich  vibrates  between  icL, 

and  loqL  avierag^  35l*  pr  per  week  ids.  a  man. 

Thefe  boata  belong,  in  gmeral,  to  the  common  in«^ 

habitants  of  the  country,  farmers.  &c.    The  other 

way  of  carrying  the  fiihery  on  is,  that  thofe  who  have 

vefTeU  on  the  bounty,  fit  them  out  at  dieir  own  ex^. 

pence,  and  pay  the  ildpper  il.  iis.  6d.  a  month, 

and  the  common  men  20s.  a  month  ;  each  a  pair  of 

trowfers,  at  4s.  6d.  feed  them  with  as  much  potatoes, 

beef,,  and  pork,   as   they  will   eat,   and  plenty  of 

whiflcey,  which,  all  together,  come  to  20s.  a  month. 

The' repairs  of  the  boat  and  tackling  are  large,  for 

all  are  built  of  fir,  they  come  to  3I.  per  annum  per 

boat,  and  the  nets  Mr.  Montgomery  ufes  two  feafons, 

and  then  fells  them  for  haff  price.     In  this  manner 

<>f  Gibing,  the  boats  catch  each,   on  an  average^ 

ioo,ooo*herrings,  which  -is  1600  herrings  a  night, 

but  the  common  boats  of  the  country,  not  fo  well 

fitted  up',   take  only  80,000.     They  are  cured   in 

bulk,  that  is  packed  into  tbe  holds  of  the  veiTels, 

firom  20  to  100  tons  each,  and  are  fold  all  over  tbe 

coaft  of  Ireland.    The  quantity  pf  fait  neceflary  to 

the  80,000  herrings,  which  each  boat  catches,   is 

Teven  tons,  at  the  price  of  2I.  14s.  a  ton^  this  is  the 

price  at  which  Mr.  Montgon^^ry  fe)l$9  whp  has  efta^, 

bli&ed 
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Mifli^  confiderable  falt-^woirks,  niaking  450  tons 
annaally,  and  has,  by  this  means^  redutbd  the  fait 
from  3U  IDS*,  to  5I.  down  to  2I.  14s.  The  veflfeU 
employed  on  this  fiihery,  for  the  bounty,  are  from 
30  to  100  tons.  A  Teflfel  of  100  tons^  carries  in  bulk 
500,009  herrings,  or  the  produce  of  five  boats ;  thefi^ 
calculations  are  in  reference  only  to  the  avei^age  of 
nights  and  feafons ;  Mr.  Nefl>it*s  veflfel^  of  60  tons, 
has  been  loaded  by  four  boats^  in  three  nights,  and 
Mr.  Montgomery  has  taken  100,000  in  one  night, 
with  two  nets^  but  thefe  are  extraordflnary  inftances* 
T^h^  Iparliamentary  bounty  is  aos«  a  ton,  but  there 
inu&  be  four  men  for  the  fifft  20  tons,  and  one  for 
every  8  tons  ov^r«  the  owners  of  the  veflfels  employ 
no  more  bo^s^  than  to. enable  them*  by  the  crews^ 
to  dra«irth«^ bounty ;  aild  what  thefe  men  are  not  able 
fo  get,  thty  buy  of  the  Country  boats^  at  ah  average 
of  5s.  a  iooo»  Which  all  ai'e  <jlear,  anfw^s  much 
better  than  having  boats  of  their  i>wn4 

AccsUni  cf  a  vejjet  0/106  ioHh 

building  1  boatSj^  at  igh      •<>         *     iC-  3^    ^    ^ 
H.  i>  The  vcflel  of  106  tohS|  will  be 
navigated  by  7  then^  as  there  muft  be 
I4#  by  the  a£i:,  to  draw  the  bounty  ^ 
7  men  ipuft  be  fupplied  by  bo^itSi  * 
,  which  may  be  called  2* 
Nets  *•  *•  -  ^  38    p    0 

Thc1>oits  are  19  to  2 1  feet  keelj  7  feet  4  — — . 
bro;%d,  and  3  feet  4  in  depth.     The  76    «    O 
nets  are  120  fathom  long  at  the  rope, 
and  7  feet  deep. 

Vol.  L  P  Intereft 
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£.  s.    d. 
Intereft.of  •76K  at  6.|)6r'Cant;  *    -         -    .  4  rJO .  ier 

Repairing^  two  boats       >;        -         -.60-0 

DittO/neCft:      .-     .-.-.>      •   .■*.  .  4  10.  a 

Wages -of , twelve  imsn, 

...at  20S,  ;tiw»>inonth?  jf:  ^    >o  .  .0 . 

Boarddttto      -     ■-      -      24  -  o    .0   » 

Trawfcis.  -4      -      •      -     Jt*  1x2    -o- 

SkiiJpert  djotra    -^   -     -     a-   2;   o^^i-i-i^a  ^   10 

Purchafe   of   360^000^   hcrrifigfe,    at    5«,' 
N.B.  The  two  boats  are-  fttppdfea  to 
catch,  each  ioc,ooo,  Remain  Aerefore      -•   ' 
for  *he'  cdtgo  •300,600-    '/-'     ' '  -•  '     -     75  '  d  -'  b 

Forty  toftS'of  frilt,'it  §4^.  *  ♦'•  -        -»-     -ibff  ^  o-'  ^ 

"PacJkihg,  ifaWng,   &c.  four  men,'- *ati«.    • 

a-dily,-  Ij-SHajs^-      -        -'     ^'-'^  '**"'  '  ^  »!^  "ft 

■../;-     ,.•  •    ,     )  •       .    '      l9k^      "6;    .^ 

If  M^e^s.' are  hired  fto^ftrrf.iJiemJtamw*  •,  . 
kets,  the  prioe  ts-5d.  atioo-fbr  fjr^i^y  ..<;.  . 
or  4s.  2d.  a  jooo,   and  104I.  3s.  2d. 
per  cargo  for  100  tons         -  -       104     3    2 

•  •  •  1  ■■!■ 

.  364    9     3i 

infttrancc,  i\  per  cent,  on  300I.     -       -  ,    4  10    O 

Supercargo'  ;      -  -  -  20    o*   o 

Intereft  on  that  Aim  .for  fui  months,  at  -•    ;^ 
6  per  cent.        -         -    ,   .  •!.'    .1  ^        13  .«5    o 

'       '.„V.  .400    14      2 


At  *fhe  -ports  they  fell  from  los.  to  35s. 
per  1000,  xm  an'average^t  23s.  aiooo, 
500,000  at  that  price  .      *..    .•    -  :      575    q    o 

Expences         r  *'     ^-^    ±  -      -  400  14    'T, 


iV 


Profit  43t  per  cent.        -        -        -        174    510 
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And  this  account  extends  only  Hx  months  frotfi 
\he'  firft '  Expenditure  of  the  money,  to  the  receipt 
frogi  the  cargo.  If  the  veffej  is  the  merchant's  own^ 
thefl  thfi.  account  will  be  as  follows  : 


£x|)enc«$.  ar  above      «.     ' 

ik 

A. 

^dQ   6  0 

fiuiMiHg)'  rigging)  and  fit- 

( 

ting  out  a  veflel  of  |^ 

1  . 

• 

.    tonsi    700  L    ifttereft'   of 

* 

■ 

•    winch^  at  6  per  cent.     *• 

44 

6 

0 

A  fe»*s  :pAy  of  the  captain, 

• 

1    ai^l.^month 

48 

0 

0 

f  • 

Six  n^en  at  30s.    '- 

99 

0 

0 

9 
* 

Re^Sil-s  and  outfets^  tos.  a 

» 

• 

1    toil    '  -         *         i    *     - 

■50 

p 

0 

. 

Stores  fc^^Ven  men,  at  15s. 

J 

■  • ' ' 

a>m6nlft       -         -        -  ' 

• 

63 

^  6 

0 

*           •• 

1                  #            »       ■ 
P«r  Annum.        •• 

1?02 

0 

0 

-     : 

Which  for  five  months 

125 

10 

0 

Ded.  the  bounty  100     p     0 

> 

Fees  and  charges      500- 

-95 

0 

0 

30  to    q 

Expeiiees        -  *  \  -        «        .       290  16    p 
Infurance  cargo,                                                  ' 

I J  per  cent.  4  ro  0 

Ditcoon&ip  10  j6  o 


wm 
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Intcrcft  on  that  fum,  for  fix  months^  at 

6  per  cent.         •  -  *  *        9     3    ^ 

■  ,^^^E^  *3%'^'9    ^ 

V  ^/  Pa  Pro- 
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Produce         -     .     - 
Expences 
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'     -          -  ~     575    0 

d. 
0 

• 

0 

Profit     •      -     260    I 

■          •  *  • » • 

"b 

Here  appears  to  be  a  lofs  of  28  per  cdnt.  by  accept- 
ing the  bounty :  but  the  explanation  of  t^us-  lies  i6 
the  diiRculty  of  being  fuf^f  a  veiTel  on  freight^  this 
is  not  always  certain,  which  induces  jihem  t9'build9 
though  freighting  thofe  of  other  people;  i>  fo  ey.i4ent- 
ly  cheaper.  Refpe&ing  the  mode  of  taking  tb^  fifht 
the  boats,  as  before  mentioned,  are  provided  with  alt 
the  accoutrements  neceffaryj  and  here  it  will  be 
proper  to  mention  an  improvement  of  Mr«  MontgOr 
mery's,  by  which  he  has  faved  greatly :  in  coQimon 
the  nets  are  tanned  with  bark,  but  he  mixes  tar  and 
fifh  oil,  five  parts  of  tar,  and  one  of  oil,  melted  to- 
gether, to  incorporate  thoroughly,  and  while  quite 
hot,  puts  the  nets  into  a  tub,  and  pours*  it  upon 
them,  in  quantity  fufficient  to  wet  them ;  draws  it 
off  by  a  hole  at  the  bottom  of  the  tub,  immediately, 
in  order  that  too  much  of  it  may  not  flick,  and  make 
them  clammy,  which  would  be  the  cafe,  if  it  cooled 
on  them  -,  at  the  bottom  of  the  tub  fhould  be  an  open 
falfe  bottom,,  or  the  nets  will  ftop  the  holf,_,and  the 
mixture  will  not  run  off  fre&  enough.  By  means  of 
this  fimple  operation,  the  nets  are  prev.enW  from 
rotting,  and  the  fifhermen  are  faved  the  trouble  of 
ever  fpreading  and  drying  them,  which  in  common  is 
done  every  day,  and  is  a  great  flavery  in  the  (hort 
days ;  the  benefit  has  been  ibund  fo  great,  that  almoft 
all  the  country  has  come  into  it,  and  every  net  on 
the  CoaH  would,  this  year,  have  been  done,  but  the 
frar^ity  of  the  tar,  owing  to  the  American  war,  pre- 
vented it.  In  working  the  nets  alfo,  Mr.  Montgo- 
mery 
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mery  has  made  improvements;   he  has  found  that 
corking  the  line  under  the  ftrapped  buoys  is  wrong, 
as  it  keeps  it  in  an  uneven  direflion ;  he  has  a  va- 
cancy of  corks  for  three  fathom  on  each  fide  the 
buoy  line,  but  the  middle  fpaces  corked  thick,  which 
he  finds  to  anfwer  exceedingly  well.    He  remarks  that 
the  fiihery  fuffers  very  much,  for  want  of  an  adnliral 
btfing  appointed,  as  im  Scotland,  to  hear  and  deter- 
mine differences ;  there  is  no  order  or  regularity  kept 
up,  but  much  diftnrbance  and  lofs  for  want  of  it. 
In  the  fale  of  the  herrings,   the  merchant  fuiFers 
greatly,  by  the  competition  of  the  Gottenburg  and 
Scotch  fifliery.     At  Corke,  great  quantities  of  Got- 
tenburg herrings  are  imported,  which,  though  they 
pay  a  duty  of  4s.  a  barrel,  yet,  as  2s.  j^{d.   is  drawn 
•back  on  the  re-exportation,  and  with  an  advantages  of 
packing  the  herrings,  of  20  Gottenburg  barrels,  into 
25  Irifli  ones,  and  confequently  having  the  drawback 
on  2$,  though  the  duty  is  only  paid  on  2O9  with  all 
thefe  circumftances,  gi-eat  quantities  of  them  are  fent 
to  the  Weft-Indies,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Irifh 
fifliery.     Another  mifchief  is,  that  .though  there  is  a 
bounty  of  2s.  4d.  a  barrel  exported,  yet  fuch  are  the 
fees,  and  old  duty,  that  the  merchant  receives  only 
iif  d.  and  that  fo  clogged  and  perplexed  with  ^rms  I 
and  delays,  that  not  many  attempt  to  claim  it.     Th^ 
drawback  on  the  foreign  herrings  is  paid  immediately 
on  the  merchants  oath,  but  the  Irifli  bounty  not  till 
the  fliip  returns,  with  I  know  not  bow  many  affida*- 
vits  and  certificates  from  ponfuls  and  merchants,  it 
may  be  fuppofed  perplexing  when  it  is  not  clafmed. 
The  Scotch  have  a  bounty  per  barrel,  on  exporta-*- 
tion,  which  |hey  draw  on  fending  them  to  Ireland, 
.by  which  means  they  are  enabled,  with  the  affiftance 
of  »  higher  \)ounty  on  their  yeflels,  to  underfell  the 

P3  Irifli 
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Irifli  fi&ery  in  tfaeir  own  markets,  iHrhik  ttie  JrUh 
merchant  is  precluded  from  exporting  to  either  Scot^ 
jand  or  England ;  this  is  a  very  hard  cafe,  and  cer- 
tainly may  be  faid  to  be  one  of  the  oppreiSons  on  t)ie 
trade  of  Ireland,  i;i^fch  a  legiflature,  adtng  .on  libe«- 
fal  and  enlarged  principles,  ought  to  repeal.  The 
trade  of  fmbaking  herrings,  which  is  conftderable  in 
England,  might  be  carried  on  here,  to  much  greater 
Advantage,  if  there  was  wood  to  do  it  with.  In  the 
Ifle  of  Man  they  have  fmoak-houfes,  fupplied  with 
wood  from  Wales ;  it  is  a  ftrange  negled,  thfat  ^he 
landlords  do  not  plant  fome  of  the  monftrou^  waftes 
in  this  country  with  quick  growing  copfe  wood, 
which  Would,  in  five  or  fix  years,  enable  them  to 
kegin  the  trade.  The  plenty  of  cq4  on  this  coaft  is 
very  great,  quite  from  Hornbead  to  Mount  Charles, 
in  winter,  when  the  herrings  fet  in,  and  may  then 
ht  taken  in  any  quantities.  Some  wherries  c<»ne  for 
^od,  lifig,  giaflen,  &c.  all  which  are  plentiful  ^  but 
on  the  banks  they  are  to  be  taken  in  fummer,  and  in 
the  winter  they  follow  die  herrings. 

Ik  all  the  bays  on  the  €<^,  ki  march  andapril, 
there  are  many  whales,  the  bone  ibrt ;  they  appear  on 
the  coaft  in  february,  and  go  off  to  tiie  laorthward 
the  beginning  of  may ;  fometimes  they  axe  in  great 
plenty,  and  in  november  to  february,  there  are  many 
Ipermaceti  vrhales  i  this  induced  Thomas  Neibi^ 
Efq;  of  Kilmacredon,  to  enter  into  a  fcheme  for 
eftablifhing  a  fifliery  on  the  coaft,  and  in  executing 
it,  was  the  inventor  of  the  gu^n  haspidon.  Mr.  Ncf* 
bit  firfl:  ufed  the  gun  harpoon'  for  killifng  Whales^  iii 
the  year  17595  be  was,  induced  to  try  this,  irom 
great  difficulties  he  met  with  among  th6  harpdoners^ 
whp  he  had  engaged  for  the  iSftiery  j  in  this  jfear  he 

'    •  began 
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began  it,  with  fwing  Ituices  at  thorn,  afttip  tlkey  wem 
ftnick  by  the  hand,  in  ordtp  to  kill  thesi'  tiie  fooner; 
Froms  this,  he  paiTed,  to*  1741,  to- firing  th«  harpoon 
itfalf  from  the  gun.     He  was  then  engaged  winh  a 
company,  for  the  puirpofe  of  carrying  on  the  fiftiery,  , 
"V^ith  feveralr  perfons  in  Ireland,  England],  and  tho 
Wisil- Indies.^  •  in  the  year  1758,  he  went  to  London^ 
2i0d  bcMd^ht  a:  veilel  of  140  tans,  and  exig^ged  perfbnsi 
t€)  come  .ovxir  a^  haqkooners^     In  i759>  Qn^  whale 
"^fas  caught  1^9^  the  b^nd  harpoon.     In  1.760.,   the 
Greenland  harpooners,  Dutch,  Englilb,  Scotch,  and* 
Danes,  were  at  it,  and  not  one  fifh  taken.     This    • 
]$^  thi^rQ  wefc.  fevecaL  Greenland  fhips  on  t&e  coaJ[t, 
Hfi^  one  of  whattiL  caiught  a  fifh.     Ixt  1761,  with  the 
gun  harpoon,  killed  three  whaks,  and  got  them  all ; 
afiber  whick  he  every  year  killed  fome,   except  one 
yeai,  when  he  killed  43  fun  fifh  in  one  week,  each  of 
which  yielded  from  hatf  a  ton,  to  a  ton  of  oil.     Mr. 
lAcftit  has  flnce-  g-iven  it  up,  not  from  want  of  fuccefs 
ift  tlse  mode  of  t^tking  the  whales,  but  from  being 
put)|,  by  his  partnets,  for  want  df  knowledge  in  the 
h\i£afi£{Sy  fio  ufelefe  expences.     From  many  experi-- 
ip£3ais,.h9  brought  the  operation  to  fuch  perfi^6^ion, 
thdfi,  for  fQme  years^  he  never  miffed  a  whale,  nor 
C»ljBd  qf  holding  her  by  the  harpoon :   he  had  for 
fbtne  time  iH  fuccefs,  from  iking  when  too  near,  for  * 
jdie,)iarpoon  does  not  then  fly  true,  but  at  14  or  15 
yatfis-diftance,  which  is  what  he  would  chufe,  it  flies 
i^caie;  has  killed  feveral  at  25  yards. 

When  the  harpoon  is  fired  into  the  whale,  it  finks 
to  the  bottom  with  great  velocity,  but  immediately 
comes^upv  and' lays  on  the  furface,  lafhing  it  with 
tail  and'  fins  for  half  or  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  in 
which  time  he  fires  hinces  into  it,  to  difpatch  it,  and 
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when  killed,  it  ftnks  for  48  boi|r«,  where  he  leaves  a 
boat,  or  a  cafk,  as  ia  buoy  to  mark  the  place,  to  be 
jready  there  when  the  whale  rifes,  that  they  may  tow 
it  into  harbour,  according  as  the  wind  lays.  To 
qarry  on  this  bufinefs  here,  he  knows  from  experience, 
that  nothing  more  would  be  wanting,  than  a  fhip  of 
130  tons,  with  100  tons  of  caflc  ;  three  boats,  with 
each  8  men,  fix  to  row,  one  tofteer,  and  one  with 
the  gun,  with  ropes,  harpoon,  lances,  &c.  the  whole 
very  much  inferior  to  the  expence  of  ec(uipping  a 
Greenlandman* 

In  rcfpe£k  to  the  linen  manufacture,  it  confifts 
in  all  this  country  in  fpinning  yarn  only.  Very 
little  cloth  woven  here,  except  for  the  ufe  of  the 
people.  They  raife  flax  enough  for  their  fpin* 
ning  in  years  when  feed  is  plentiful  and  dry  fea« 
fons,  but  fome  are  fo  wet  as  ^Imoft  to  fpoil  the 
crop:  all  the  women,  and  children  of  ten  years 
old  and  upwards  fpin.  They  very  feldom  let  the 
feed  ripen  J  they  have  tried  it,  but  found  it  did 
not  anfwer  fo  well  a^  foreign  feed,  It  is  com- 
puted that  there  are  two  fpinners  in  every  family, 
who  fpin  about  one  hank  a  day,  or  a  fpangle  and 
a  half  a  week  j  the  medium  is  z  lb,  tp  the  fpangle 
or  4  hanks,  which  is  half  a  pound  of  flax  each 
day.  A  woman  will  earn,  by  fpinning,  according  to 
the  price  of  flax  and  yarn,  from  2d,  to  6d.  but 
in  general  i^d.  or  3d.  befides  doing  little  family 
trifles,     Moft  of  the  yarn  goes  to  Perry, 

The  foil  about  Mount  Charles  is  various  j  a 
great  deal  of  ftifF  blue  clay,  which  is  perfeftly  te- 
nacious of  water,  Much  bog,  and  a  great  range  of 
high  mountains   near    it,  which  break   the  cjouds 
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vith  a  vefterly  wind,  and  occafions  much  rain; 
Rents  per  acre,  are  from  55.  to  ids.  6d.  arable,  fome 
up  to  il«  IS.  waftes  2S.  6d.  to  3s.  6d.  inclofed. 
Mountains  pay  fome  rent,  but  not  by  the  acre. 
The  whole  county  through  does  not  let  for  above 
2s.  6d.  There  are  very  great  extents  of  mountain 
all  the  way  from  Mount  Charles  ta  Ards,  by  Loch 
«Fin,  which  is  30  Irifli  miles  in  a  right  line ;  it  is 
range  of  mountains,  but  moft  of  the  valleys  are 
flightly  cultivated,  though  corn  does  very  bad  in 
them  from  the  wetnefs  of  the  climate.  The  farms 
arife  from  5  or  6  acres  to  ^o  cultivated  ;  but  moun- 
tain farms  are  more  extenfive.  The  courfes :  1. 
Potatoes,  manured  for  with  dung,  or  by  the  coaft 
with  fea  weed  ;  get  good  crops,  and  from  the  fea 
weed  rather  better  than  from  dung.  2.  Barley,  if  the 
{and  is  good.  3.  Oats.  4.  Lay  out  for  grafs;  very 
few  fowgi^fs  fteds  2  or  3  years. 

I,  Potatoes  .      7.  Oats.      3.  Lay  out  for   grafs 
2  or  3  years. 

Upon  dry  land  they  ufe  lime,  which  is  fold  at 
6d.  to  8d.  the  barrel  of  28  gallons,  or  3  bufhels  and 
a  half,  but  generally  burn  it  themfelves.  There 
is  lin>e-ftone  at  St.  John's  Point,  and  other  parts 
tow^ds  Killibegs,  and  beyond  it  to  the  weftward. 
They  burn  it  with  turf,  which  is  plentiful  every 
where^  ^'T^^y  ^*^^  S^^Y  niarle  near  Donnegal,  and 
find  a  good  efFedt  from  the  ufe  of  it.  Upon  the 
dry  mountains  they  have  flocks  of  {heep,  not  large 
ones ;  but  every  poor  man  keeps  fome,  the  wool 
their  profit,  and  fell  them  at  2  or  three  years  old. 
In  ft^cking  a  farm  they  look  not  farther  than  hav- 
ing the  horfes  and  cows*     Land  fells  at  21  or  22 

years 
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ye3«s  purehafe,  ra^  ijettJt ;  it  foW  tettac  -froai  tyfa 
to  1768;.  and  the.  reots  ^e  fallenu  .  For  twa  jwats 
.they  have.  ^beQA  at  a  ft;(nd ;  but  the.  faUl  has  Qot 
j^en  felt  near  theqaaft,  the  hecring  fiihciy  kecfi- 
ing  thmn  up.  The  f^rmer^  here  in  general  piy 
half  a,  year's  rent  with  fi{b,  and  half:  with,  yaifo. 
Tythe&  'are  g^eraily  9ompouiide<J  ii^  th*  grQAi. 
Thp  luiddlQ  men  were  commoH,  ^)u,t  not  pqw. 
The  poor  people  live  upjon,  potatoes  ^xxd  hewri^g^.  9 
j»o|^ths  in  the  y^ar  alpng  the  coaft^  aqi  uppa  oat 
bread  an^  milk  the  other  three.  Very  litcjie  burt;- 
t?y:^  5Jid  fcanQG  any  meat.  Thqy  all  kj^epcqwsL, 
rpoft  of  them  a  pig  or  twQ>  and  a  ipw  hena^  aja4 
all  a  cat  pr  a  dog.  No  tea.  They.  ajDc  in.  genenl 
ckcumftances  not  impmyed.  Rent  of  a  cabbin^  vfith 
a  gacden  and  a  cow^$  grafs^  zo  or  303* 

A  farm  of  2a  c^''^.        * 

if .  Potatoes.  I.  ^lax.  5.  Oats,  i.  Barley^  2. 
Mowing  ground.  91.  Feeding.  Rent  roK  Six 
coiys,  2.  hpjcfes,  6  flxeep,  2  pigs..  People  incr^afe. 
But  little  emigration.  Religion  niorc  than  half 
catholic.  Rife  in  the  price  of  labour  id.  a  day  in  20 
years  ;  and  in  provifions,  one  third  in  that  time. 
The  following  is  a  return  of  population>  procured . 
by  Colonel  Burton's  orders,  on  a  part  of  Lord  Conyng- 
ham's  eftates. 
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22d      BALLYSHANNON.' 

ExPENCE  of  building  a  mud  cabbin  3I.  of  done 
and  flate  40I.  In  difFerent  places  in  Lord  Conyng- 
ham's  eftate  in  Boylagh  are  many  lead  mines  mix- 
ed with  filver,  none  of  theni  wrought;  miners 
who  have  examined  them  fay  there  is  much  iUver 
in  the  ore.  The  lead  is  apparent  in  many  breaches 
of  the  rocks. 

\ 

August  nth  left  Mount  Charles,  and  paffing 
through  Donhegal,  took  the  road  to  Ballyfhan- 
non  I  came  prefently  to  feveral  beautiful  landfcapes^ 
fwelling  hills,  cultivated  with  the  bay  flowing  up 
among  them  :  they  want  nothing  but  more  wood, 
and  are  beautiful  without  it.  Afterwards  likewife 
to  the  left,  they  rife  in  various  outlines,  and  die 
away  infeniibly  into  one  another^  When  the  road 
leads  to  a  full  view  of  the  bay  of  Donnegal,  thefe 
fmiling  fpots,  above  which  the  proud  mountains 
rear  their  heads,  are  numerous,  the  hillocks  of  al* 
moft  regular  circular  forms  ;  they  are  very  plea* 
fing,  from  form,  verdure,  and  the  water  breaking 
in  their  vales. 

Before  I  got  to  Ballyfliannon,  reriiarked  a  bleach 
green,  which  indicates  weaving  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. Viewed  the  falmon-leap  at  that  place,  which 
is  let  for  400I.  a  year.  The  fcenery  of  it  is  very 
beautiful;  it  is  a  fine  fall,  and  the  coaft  of  the 
river  very  bold,  conHfling  of  perpendicular  rocks^ 
with  gfafs  of  a  beautiful  verdure  to  the  very 
iedge,  projefts  in  little  promontories,  which, 
grow  longer  as  they  approach  the  fea,  and  open 
to  give  a  fine  view  of  the  ocean.  Before  the  fall 
in  the  middle  of  the  river  is  a  rocky  ifland,  on 
which   is  a  curing  houft^  inftead   of  the  turret  of 

a  ruine4 
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JSL  niine4  caftle,  for  vdiich  it  feems  fonaedL  >  The 
town  prettily  fituated  on  the  rifing  :gro\ii>d  oneaoh 
fide  the  river,— To  Sir  James  Caldwell's  ;  croffing 
the  bridge,  flopped  for  a  view  of  the  river,  which 
is  ai  very  fine  one,  and  was  delighted  to  fee;  the 
falihoh  jump,  to  me  an  unufual  fight:  the  water 
was  perfectly  alive  with  them.  Rifmg  the  hill, 
look  back  on  the  town  ;  the  fituation  beautiful ; 
the  river  prefents  a  noble  view.  Come  to  Belleek, 
a  little  village,  with  one  of  the  fineft  waterfalls  I 
remember  any  where  to  have  feen  ;  viewed  it  ,froin 
the  bridge.  The  river  in^  fL  vctj  broad  fheet  comes 
from  behind  fome  wood,  and  breaks  over  a  bed  of 
rocks,  not  perpendicular  put  (helving,  in  various 
diredions,  and  foams  away  under  the  arches ;  af- 
ter which  it  grow$  mdre  filent,  and  gives  a  beau- 
tiful bend  under  a  rock,  crowned  by  a  fine  bank 
of  wood.  Reached  Caftle  Caldwell  at  night, 
where  Sir  James  Caldwell  received  me  with  a  po- 
'  litenefs  and  cordiality  that  will  make  me  long  re- 
member it  with  pleafure. 

• 

August  12th.  The  following  account  of  the 
hufbandry  around  Caftle  Caldwell,  Sir  James  favoured 
me  with.  The  foil  in  the  vale  to  Belleek  is  a  yellow 
clay,  I  •  to  2 '  fpit  deep  on  a  lime-ftone  rock,  the 
whole  interfperfed  with  bog  and  morafs.  Large 
trads  uncultivated.  Rents  vary  from  15s.  to  20s. 
an  acre  cultivated,  but  mountain  and  mountain 
fides  are  not  meafured;  wherever  the  plough  goes, 
will  yield  7s.  at  the  loweft.  In  the  mountains 
they  pay  but  3s.  for  the  fummer  food  of  a  cow; 
and  for  a  horfe  4s.  6d.  The  county  of  Ferma- 
nagh may  be  divided  into  6  parts;    one-fixth  the 

lake 
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lake  afe  *d  refit.     Moilntalrfs  and- bogs  twa  fixtfts, 
the  i^ofthe  count/ at  124.        -  ^^^     '      » 

»         •  •  # 

r  •       '    .    •-• 

The  courfe  of  crops  IS ;  i.  Potatoes,     a.  Potatoes. 

3.  Barley  or  flax.     4.' Oats.     5.  Oats.    '6.\C)ats.    .7* 

Lay  oiit  for  grafs.     Wherever  there  are.   fpots  of 
meadow  they  are  mown.     Great  niimlDer^*  of  farms 
are  taken  in  partnerfhip  in  rundMle\   indeed  the  ge- 
neral coiirfe  is  To,  upon  a  farm  of  100  afcres,  there 
will  be 4,  5,  of  6  families;  biitfamilies^ll'take  fuch 
finall  fpots  as  5  or  6  acres.  .  Farms  in  general  rife  from 
5  acres  to  3  or  400  ;  but  allthe  large  ones  are  ftocfc 
farms  ;  in  general  none  lb  high  as  tweiity  :   all  in 
rundale^  partnerfhip  or  -ftock.     Many  of  the  latter 
part  mountain^   part  arable,  and  thefe  are  the  Qnly 
farqis  of  fub fiance  in   the  country.      Que  pf   89I. 
a  ye^  yrill  re4uire  4  or  ^bbl.  to'ftock  it.  '  Thefe 
farmers    buy  year  olds  every  y^ear,  ai^ ,  every  year 
fells  as  many  four  year  ojds^   ,he  jgive^  30s.  each, 
and  fells  at  ^1.   losl  or  61.  and  this  he  reckons  a 
reafonable  profit.      Alfo  3    and  2   year  old  heifers 
that  have  miflbd   the   bull,  k^p  then>  through  the 
^i^ter,  and  fell  them    in  may,   with    ^2u   to  293* 
fpr    wintering   theni    oa    coarfe    graft;  withput  any 
fodder.     In  fummer  they  feed  011  mountain^.  ^  Thofe 
who  buy  the  miij:  heiferi   are  fanners  in  Rlouaghan 
and  C^avan,  on  coarfe   farms,    who    turp.^bem  on 
the  mountains,  give  them  the  bull,  and.fpll  them  out 
in  the  fpring  to  the  weaving  faroxers  iix  the  linen  cpua- 
try,  who  change  their  ftock* 

•  •  • 

Th9  meafures  here  .are  pecks  and  harjrels  $  the 
wejg^t  of  the  peck  of  pptatoqs  \u  S^Iyfb^nnon  is  5 
ilohie,  41b.  and  iq  pecks,  make  a  barrel :  in  the 
country  they  give  6  flones.     The  acre  thfe  plantation 

meafuxe. 
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qKaffext.  Of  potitoes  wfakrli  the^fet  ^aUindR 
isDenSDhng-ivflf,  tbcy  plant  4.bflrr€ds  aji  atet^, ttodget 
OH  an  nvvrage  7-  or  ft  for -tine,  ithut  i^V'Sficbsimte 
an  atire*  TJie ^ice  Ss.  a  bsrrt^I  on  a  mediuni)  <dr  iStl* 
rts.  an  acre ;  1)ut  it  is  dbvi(^us  that  thfs  ^k;  is  vl 
tsaaiSitrt  Df^ldicfr  o^imr  TJwyjmiimir^  genemliy  foK 
than  wicJi  dung  ;  but  oftEn  v/.hh  iime .  ^nd  bog  muU 
flouoBd)  oad  iuiimt.  day^  :fiiiichah^.  iuiidodi  'terf 
wdl..  in*  tfas  county  of  Tyrivie,.  towards  iAk-dmi{^ 
and  .Dimgafiiion,  thby'mllr  Hbrixig  linM^ftoajc  14  ffir 
I59iiiks.y  burn  it,,  aftd  ifKrink'k  their  potaitbe  land 
with  it  >to  pitevent  die  biack  rot.  -  Sient  of ifyrtiine  Un 
an  average  75«    . 

■  • 

-O*  barfcy  th^y  foW  -«)  florie  ;  the  barrel- trfbkt-'^ 
ley  is  25ilonc,  and  orf  nrttk  21©.  An  acre  on  an  aver- 
age wiH  yield  ro  barrds;  ^^iHSftone,  Of  oats  they 
fo#  a  barrel,  at-  26  *ft6nt,  *and  get-  8  for  one.  Of 
bere'fhey  4few  *the  fahte,  and  g^  9  bantls;  baricy 
Wis  better  than  here  ^eneraiHy  5  for  flax  they  qploogli 
tece  <m  potatee  lanfl.    T4ie  c?cpence  ctf  an  <acre  t%ey 

reclcon.  .  '* '•  ' 

• 

PitiCE  of  Ihne  at  l5ie  V:ilri"6d.*a  barrel.  Sir  James 
Caldwell  has  hrs  ftone  quarried,  earrred,  broke  aiifl 
burnt,  and' drawn  i-ob' yards.  For  4d.  a  barrel  la- 
bour; fix^fcore  liorfe  loads  of  tiirf-coft  4s.  cutting 
and.  fiiving,  and  leading  by  water,  cefts  5s.  more, 
whith  6  *fcore  loads  will  bum  at  the  rate  of  a  load 
i&ndahalfa  barrel.     They  plough  all '  with  horfes, 

LJAND  fells,  at  rack  rent,  at  20  to  2+  y^ars  pur- 
chale :  has  not  fallen.     Rents  are  fallen  in  5  Gtr  6 

years 
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fears  2s.  an  acre^  There  is  a  great  deal  of.  letttitg^.* 
lands .  in  the.  grofs  to  middle  men^  wjto  relet  it  t9' 
Others;;  thefe  middle  men  are;  called  timy  beg$^  ot 
little  landlords^  which  prevail  very  much  at  prefent* 
They  make  ^  great  profit  by  this  pr^ftice*  The. 
people  in  all  the  neighbourhood  increafe  very.faft«' 
They  are  all;  in  general  much  more  induftrious^  and. 
in  better  circumftances  than  they,  were  fome  years 
ago..  Their, food,  for  three  fourths  of  the  ycar^ 
chiefly  potatoes  and  milk,  and  the  other  quarter«oat«* 
meal :  in  the  winter  they  have  herrings.  They  have* 
all  a  bellyful  of  food  whatever  it  is,  as  they  tdd  me 
themfelves ;  and  their  children  eat  potatoes  all  day. 
long,  even  thofe  of  a  year  old  will  be  roafting  them« 
All  keep  cows,  and  fome  cocks  and  .hens,  but  no 
turkies  or  geefe.  Six  people ;  a  man,  his  wife,  and 
four  children,  will  eat  i8  ftone  of  potatoes  a  week, 
or  2521b.  but  4olb.  of  oatmeal  will  ferve  thepu 
Rent  of  a  cabbin^  garden,  and  one  ^cre,  20s.  a  cow> 
grafs  30s.  a  cow  requires  one  acre  and  a  half  fo|. 
fummtr;  and  they  buy  a  little  hay  for  winter,  <>and 
give  the  cow  fmall  potatoes  and  cabbage-leaves,  &c. 

The  common  people  are  remarkably  given  to 
thieving,  particularly  grafs,  timber,  and  turf,  and 
they  bring  up  their  children  to  hoking  potatoes^  that 
is,  artfully  raifing  them,  taking  out  the  beft  roots^ 
and  then  replanting  them,  fo  that  the  owner  is  per^ 
kStly  deceived  when  he  takes  up  the  crop.  A  poor 
man's  turf  from  15s.  to  20s.  Living  is  exceedingly 
cheap  here,  befides  the  common  provifiohs,'  which  I 
have  every  where  regiftered,  wild  ducks  are  only  3d, 
and  powder  and  (hot :  plover  ifd.  and  ditto:  wood- 
cocks id.  and  ditto :  fnipes  i-^d.  and  ditto :  teal  2d. 
and  ditto ;  and  widgeon  the  fame :  falmon  x|[d.  a  lb, 

trout, 
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tiKHit,  pef^h)  pMce^  and  bi^im,  fo  plentifal  as  to  htve 
ho  iirice.  Sir  James  Caidwtll  has  taken  t7<nvt.  of  fifli, 
i»ream  and  ptke^  in  oile  day  t  cod  3s.  a  dozen  :  whit- 
ing fromSd.  to  is.  adoeen  :  herrings  from  3d.  t0  9d« 
|}er  160 1  lobfters  (ircto 3s; 6di  to 4s. adozen :  oyfta's6d. 
toaod.aioo:  eels  as.  a  dozen :  crabs  is.  to  as.  adozen: 
wages,  61.  dairy^-maids  and  others^  4I  .Th6re  is  very  little 
wetvinf^  in  tht^  coUhtryi  ekcept  what  is  for  their  oWn 
life,  but  fpinning  is  untverfal  in  ail  the  tabbins.  Th^y 
.  receive  for  fpi  lining  fpangle  yarn,  or  foUr  hanks, 
f^.  ad.  B  ipangie^  and  they  will  fpin  it  in  four  dajrs^ 
Country  fervants  ate  hired  at  3I1  a  year,  who  engage 
lK><b  the  work  of  the  houfe,  and  fpin  a  hank,  that  is  a 
dozen  a  day^  there  are  ta  cuts  to  the  dozen. 

In  the  mquntain  tra<^s^^  the  rents  are  paid  by  yarrt* 
young  cattle^  ahd  a  little  butten  They  fpin  a  good 
deal  of  wool»  which  they  make  into  druggets,  the 
i»wtp  of  tow-yarn,  and  the  Weft  of  wool-  The  par- 
ticulars .of  34  of  Sir  James's  labourers  gave  ah  aver- 
age of  3 1  cows  per  man^  and  6  fouls  per  cabbin« 

NoTHil^fG  can  be  more  beautiful  than  the  approach 
to  Caflle  Caldwell ;  the  promontories  of  thick  wood, 
which  iboot  into  Loch  Earne^  under  the  ihade  of  a 
great  ridge  of  mountains j  have  the  fincft  cfFedl  ima- 
ginable :  as  foon  as  you  are  through  the  gates,  turn 
to  the  left,  about  200  yards  to  the  cJdge  o£  the  hill, 
where  the  whole  domain  lies  beneath  the  point  of 
view.  It  is  a  promontory^  three  miles  long,  pro- 
jeiSling  into  the  lake,  a  beautiful  affemblag^  of  wood 
and  lawn,  one  end  a  thick  (hade^  the  other  grafs, 
fcattered  with  trees^  and  iiniihing  with  wood.  A 
bay  of  the  lake  breaks  into  the.eaftern  end,  where  it 
is  perfeftly  wooded  :  there  are  fix  or  feven  iflands, 
among  them  that  of  B91V  three  miles  long,  and  one 

Vx>L.  h  Q^  aA 
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an  half  broad,  yet  they  leave  a  noble  fwecp  of  water, 
bounded  by  the  great  range  of  the  Turaw  mountains. 
To  the  right,  the  lake  takes  the  appearance  of  a  fine 
river,  virith  tw6  large  iilands  in  it,  the  whole  unites  to 
form  one  of  the  moft  glorious  fcenes  I  ever  beheld. 
Rode  to  the  little  hill  above  Michael  Macguire's  cab- 
bin  ;  here  the  two  great  promontories  of  wood  join  in 
one,  but  open  in  the  middle,  and  give  ^  view  of  the 
lake,  ijuite  furrounded  with  wood,  as  if  a  diftinft 
water  ;  beyond  are  the  iflands,  fcattered  over  its  face, 
nor  can  any  thing  be  more  pifturefque  than  the  bright 
filver  furface  of  the  water  breaking  through  the  dark 
{hades  of  wood.  Around  the  point  on  which  we 
flood,  the  ground  is  rough  and  rocky,  wild  and  .vari- 
ous, forming  no  bad  contraft  to  the  brilliant  fcenery 
in  view.  Croffing  fome  of  this  undrefled  ground, 
we  came  to  a  point  of  a  hill,  above  Paddy  Macguire's 
cabbin  ;  here  the  lake  prefents  great  Iheets  of  water, 
breaking  beyond  the  woody  promontories  and  iflunds. 
At  the  bottom  of  the  declivity,  at  your  feet,  is  a 

0 

creek,  and  beyond  it  the  lands  of  the  domain,  fcat- 
tered with  noble  woods,  that  rife  immediately  from 
the  water's  edge  5  the  houfe,  almoft  obfcured  among 
the  trees,  feems  a  fit  retreat  from  every  care  arid 
anxiety  of  the  world  :  a  little  beyond  it  the  lawn, 
which  is  in  front,  fliews  its  lively  green  among  the 
deeper  (hades,  and  over  the  neck  of  land,  which  joins 
it  to  the  promontory  of  wood,  called  Rofs  a  goul^  the 
lake  feems  to  form  a  beautiful  wood-locked  bafon, 
ftretching  its  filver  furface  behind  the  ftems  of  the 
fingle  trees  ;  beyond  the  whole,  the  rocks  of  Turaw, 
give  a  magnificent  finifhing.  Near  you,  on  every 
fide,  is  wild  tofled-about  ground,  which  adds  very 
much  to  ,  the  variety  of  the  fcene.  From  hence  we 
pafled  to  the  hill  in  the  park,  from  whence  the  fcenery 

is 
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k  different}  here  you  fee  a  fhort  promontory  of. 
wood,  which^  projects  into  a  bay,  formed  by  two 
others  confiderably  more  extenfive,  that  is  Rofs  a  goul 
and  Rojjmear  iofl.  The  lake  ftretches  away  in  \zSt 
reaches^  aiid  between  numerous  iflands|  almoft  as  far 
as  the  eye  can  command;  In  the  great  creek,  to  the 
right,  which  flows  up  under  the  mountain  of  Turaw, 
are  two  beautiful  iflands,  fcattered  with  trees,  which 
give  the  moft  agreeable  variety. 

.  In  another  ride^  Sir  James  gave  me  a  view  of  that 
part  of  his  domain  which  forms  the  neck  of  Rofs- 
moor  \  coafted  it,  and  eroded  the  hills ;  nothing  can 
exhibit  fcenes  of  greater  variety  or  more  beauty. 
The  iflands  ort  every  fide  are  of  a  different  charader ; 
fome  are  knots  or  tufts  of  wood,  others  flirubby. 
Here  are  fmgle  rocks,  and  there  fine  hills  of  lawn, 
which  rife  boldly  from  the  water  j  the  promontories 
form  equal  diAinftions ;  fome  are  of  thick  woods., 
which  yield  the  darkeft  ihade,  others  open  groves, 
but  every  where  the  coaft  is  high,  and  yields  pleafing 
landfcapes.  From  the  eaft  point  of  Roffmoor,  the 
fcenery  is  truly  delicious.  The  point  of  view  is  a 
high  land  of  wood,  lawn,  &c.  which  projeifts  fo  far 
into  the  lake  as  to  give  a  double  view  of  it  of  great 
extent.  You  look  down  a  declivity  on  the  lake 
which  flows  at  your  feet,  and  full  in  front  is  the 
wood  of  Rofs  a  goulj  at  the  extreme  point  of  which 
is  the  temple :  this  wood  is  a  deep  fhade,  and  has  an 
admirable  effeft.  At  the  other  end  it  joins  another 
^  wood,  in  which  the  lawn  opens  beautifully  among 
the  fcattered  trees,  and  juft  admits  a  partial  view  of 
$he  houfe  ;  carrying  your  eye  a  little  more  to  the  left, 
you  fee  three  other  necks  of  wood,  which  ftretch  into 
th^  lake,  generally  giving  a  deep  fhade,  but  here  and 
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there  admitting  the  water  Irehirid'thc -R!fems'-ftncl 
thfbugh  the  branches  of  *he  trees  j  'M  Ms  ^KouhHti 
by  iultiviCed  hills,  arid  -fliofe  IjAfeCfed  hj'X^int 
moiinbihs.  Here'arc  no?  libjedis  whrtfh^you  A>  ^ot 
command  diftinftly  :  tiorie  that  **o '  Hbt  '^id'io  Hhe 
beauty  of  the  fcene,  and  the  whble  ?ofth1ng'a  land- 
fcape  rich  in  the  aflemblage  of  ail  its  parts.  T^he 
bther  reach^of  the*  lake  varying-tindfcr'S!6Bm\Jbr  isa 
different  fcene,  bounded  by  the  mountams^ihd  rocks 
of  Turaw  :  to  the  right  thefe  reaches  join  the  lake, 
Dirhich  opens  a  fihe  expanfe  of "  i^'ater"^  fJJdtfied  ^ith 
iflands.  It  is  upon  the 'whole  a'ftrikii^gYc^e.  Little 
'of  the  fublime,  but  the  very  fange  of 'beit^ty,*  gaiety 
and  pleafure,  are  the  charaders  of  the  (^1  y  nature 
makes  no  efforts  here  but  thofe  to  l)le^fe  y  the  paits 
are  of  extreme  Vaf  Jetyi  yet  in  perfeft  ultlftn  V^^tbtfaich 
other.  Even  the  rocks  of  TuraWhave  aTOtldncfs  in 
their  afpeft,  and  do  riot  break  the ''general  effeffby 
abrupt  or  nigged  pro}edk>ns«  It  was'  withVegret  I 
turned  my  back  on  this  charmiftg"  fcene,  themoft 
'1)feiutiful  at  Caftle- Caldwell, -an*  th^^ft  pleafing  I 
'have  ^ny  where  Teen.  Rode  rotihd  Rofs  a  goiil,'^e 
promontory  in  "ftoht  of  the  houfe,  from  which  the 
views  are  eTfteedingly  beautiful;  ci^'iYMandiflga  noble 
hangi^lg  wood  on  the  baiiks  of^R^iAbor,*-'anrf  the 
woody  necks  that  ftret^eh  ffom  the  Idndbeyoind  the 
houfe,  with  (everal  innfids^  '  Onthe  |iofrtt^  Sir  James 
has  built  an  o^agon  templej  vrtiich^klces  in^^  fcveral 
triews  that  are  exceedingly  plbalitig;  this  neck  of 
land  is  a  wood  of  40  acres,  ^nd  amore  agreeatte 
circumftance  fo  near  a  manilon  can  fcarceiy  i)^. 
iihagined* 

Take  my  leave  of  Caftle  Caldwell,  arid  wHth  co- 
lours flying,' and  his  band  of "tnikflc  playing,  goon 
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board:  hisc  fyc^t^x^d^  Wge  for  IfiniikiUing  *,  the  Jiea- 
veo^^WBie/ayQursiUCf  apda  clear  Iky  and  bright  fan^ 
gays  ine>the.be^u.ties  of  the  lake  in  all  their  fplendor^ 
ParSithe.fc»mesl:hayejd^fcribed,  which  from  the  boat 

take  afreik  variety,  aodin  ajl  pleafing, 
« 

Eagle  ifland  firft  falutes  us^  a  wpody  knole. 
Others  pafs  in  review ;  among  the  reft.  Herring  if- 
Und^  looted  ifqr  the  wreck  of .  a  herring-boat,  and 
the  drow^i^ng  of,  a. filler,;  but  the  boatmen.love  her-* 
rings  better  than,  mufic,  and  gave  their  nan^e  to  t)^ 
ifle,  r^the^  th^^, that. of  the  fon  of  Apollo,  Innifna- 
k^l.is.all  ^Qod,  Rabbit  ifland  40  acres  of  pafture^ 
liKhi^h  rifi^s^bold  from  the  water.  Innifmac  Saint  alfo 
40  acres  of  grafs.  Then  comes  a  clufter  of  wopdy 
iflands,  which. rife,  ip  perff<3:  hills  from  tjie  water's 
edge,  the.  wood  dipping  in  the  lake,  and  they  are  fo 
numeivous  that  the.  lake  is  cut  by  them  into  winding 
flraits,  more  beautiful  than  can  be  thought.  Thp 
reader  may.  imagine  how.  exquifite  the  view  muft  be, 
of  numerous  hills  of  dark  and  complete  wpod,  which 
rife  boldly  from  fo  noble  a  Iheet  of  water  :  they  fornpi 
a  mo&  Angular  fcene.  Wherever  the  fliore  is  feen, 
it  is  riiing  land  ;  in  feme  places  woods,  in  others  cvlU 
tivated  hilJa.  Puffing  thefe  fylvaii  glories,  we  come 
n^xt  tjo  tlje  Gully  ifland,  all  of  wood,  100  acres : 
m»icb.of  it  bold  rifing  land,  and  the  oak  dips  in  the 
water.  What  a  fpot  to  buildt  on,  and  form  a  retreat 
from,  the  bufinefs  and  anp^iety  qf  the  world  !  Nature 
here  isi  bloQming.  It  is  in  the  midit  of  a  region 
where .onp.wo^ki  think  ihe  has  ^Imoft  exhaufted  herfelf 
Ul  producing  fcenes  of  rural  elegance.  It  belongs  tp 
Lord  E4y ;  I  envy  Wm  the  pofleffion.  The  only 
thing  it  yields-  its  pwner  is  a  periodical  profit  from 
cutting  its  beautiful  woods.    Shelter,  profpe«3;,  wood 
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and  water,  are  here  in  perfeSion  j  what  fhorc  can  be 
wifhed  for  in  a  retreat,  if  an  unambitious  mind  gilds 
the  fcene  with  what  neither  wood  nor  water  c^a^ 
give  —  content?  The  facrilegious  axe  has  defolated 
three  parts  in  four  of  its  noble  covering  ;  and  it  will 
be  15  years  before  the  rough  ground  and  naked  ftubs 
^e  again  cloathed. 

Pass  the  hanging  grounds  of  Caflle  Hume ;  fome 
of  them  very  beautifully  crowned  with  wood,  and 
the  oppofite  coaft  of  the  lake,  wood  and  cultivation. 
Car  and  Ferny  1  Hands  bold  lands  cut  into  fields  of 
corn  give  a  frefh  variety,  and  the  woods  of  Caftle 
Hume  furround  a  bay  to  the  right,  at  the  bottom  of 
which  is  the  Caftle  half  hidden  with  trees.  It  opens^ 
however,  to  the  view  foon  after,  ,and  accompanied  on 
each  fidb  by  a  fine  wood,  and  the  furrounding  ground 
various.  The  lake  then  takes  the  form  of  a  bay, 
between  feme  pretty  cultivated  flopes  on  one  fide,' 
and  Devenifh  ifiand  on  the  other,  with  its  tower  fuH 
in  view.  Advancing,  the  coaft  on  the  right  is  cul-» 
tivated,  divided  into  inclofures  by  hedges,  and  the 
waving  hills  rifinjg  one  beyond  another  in  a  various' 
and  pleafing  manner  5  thie  oppofite*  fhore  is  the  fame, 
but  the  View  more  diftant.  The  ifland  of  Devenifh 
is  part  of  it  very  rich  land  5  the  poor  people  pay  5L 
an  acre  for  the  old  grafs  for  ohe  crop  of  potatoes. 
About  Ballyfliannon  it  is  3I.  or  4I,  per  acre.  The 
barley  on  the  ill  and  after  the  potatoes  is  exceedingly 
fine.  When  you  come  abreaft  of  the  round  tower, 
look  backwards  to  the  right,  the  fcenery  is  very 
beautiful,  the  wood  at  the  extremity,  the  waving 
Rills  under  grafs  and  corn,  which  fpfead  over  this 
'whole  coaft,  form  the  front  view,  and  unite  with  the 
I'ake  to  make  a  moft  pleafing  laildfcape.'  Landed  at 
,     .  '  -  Innifkilling^ 
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Itinifkilling,  and  that  evening  reached  Caftle  Cool, 
the'feat  of  A.  Lowry  Corry,  £fq;  who  was  abfent  in 
the  county  of  Tyrone,  but  Mrs.  Corry  was  fo  ob- 
liging as  to  prpcure  me  the  information  I  wifhed. 

m  

.  August  15th,  rode  to  the  Topped  Mountain, 
from  whence,  is  an  immenfe  profpedl  of  many  coun- 
ties, and  commanding  Loch  Earne  from  one  end  to 
the  other,  in  length  above  40  miles;  the  great  fhefet 
is  towards  Caftle  Caldwell;  that  to  Belturbet  is  fo 
thickly  ftrewed  with  iflahds,  that  the  water  ha^  more 
Ijie  appearance  of  feveral  woods.  Around  Inniikil- 
ling,  &c.  iland  lets  on  an  average  at  los.  to  12s.  an* 
acre  that  is  cultivated,  but  there  is  fqme  mountain 
and, bog-  that  lets  for  little  or  nothing.  Farms  are 
various,  n^aay  fmall  ones  of  a  few  acres,  but  the 
moft  comBoon  flze  is  40  to  70  acres,  with  fome  large 
flock  ones  of  2  or  300I.  a  year:  the  foil  is  princi- 
pally- a  wet  tenacious. clay,  The  fyftem  of  thefe 
ftock  farms  is  to  keep  cattle  of  various  ages,  from 
year-olds  to  fat  ones  of  five  years,  according  to  the 
quality  of  the  land  :  they  keep  but  few  iheep.  Weav^ 
ing  is  -but  juft  coming  in,  but  increafes  much ;  the 
fpinning  IS  common  all  over  the  county  in  every  cab- 
bin,  by  the  women  and  girls  :  they  do  not  quite  raife 
flax  enough  to  fupply  their  own  demand. 

The  courfe  of  crops  moft  general :  i.  Potatoes, 
2.  Barley^  3.  Oats.  4.  Flax.  5.  Laid  out  for  grafs. 
Farms  very  much  taken  in  the  rundale  way  by  part- 
nerihip. 

The  people  incrcafe  very  faft  in  this  neighbour- 
hood, and  are  in  better  circumftances  than  they  were 
fome  years  ago.     Some  live  on  potatoes  and  milk,  for 
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4tt  k^efi  .cadr%  aadt  thiDfjr  cat  fcMne  flefli  omu  Th» 
Mill^'  0f  Utri«  fiairmers  ;«rbo  ar«  fuppocted  by  their 
£491%  «iIeM»  y  con&iefaUs»  (jrom  wkence  it  is  plaii^ 
that  lifiea  ha&  j^m  ^Jfiffe  ioQp  c«ofc»  Tbcoe  aroi  ti«o» 
\>leach  greens  within  feven  miles«  and  all  they  bleach 
i%  nwMk  in  the  ^unuy.  A  womw  will  cam  4d< 
a4«y  hy  fpin^idg^  wd  ii9.  ftoMtlmg  ia  tlic£aMif 
V^r^V  *  The  QBtfiuure  prinfiipEiUy  ufiedk  ut  ikncy  vhidi 
91^  ?V^  %v^tag^  cqfta  tbrro  ahoitt  £d^  a  barnd^^isnd;  timfn 

.  AvQUsx  l$thi^  tc\  Belkiflcy  the  chao&img  foat  of 
|beJta{l  Qf.Rqfs^  It  is  aaifland  inL0ch£ari^o0 
ft^Iciih  a^creS)  cilery  part  of  it  hiH^  dale,  and-gcxu 
t^  d^bvjjtiea ;  it  has  a' gnat,  deal  of  wood,  i^lMbol 
vtucK  is  pld>  aiKLfoffna  b^h  deep  ibadfiv^i^^  opof) 
^JlMa^f^l  grov^9<r  The  trees,  b^ng  on  iIm  AapEs,  aodl 
cQnfe^ii^titly  Aew  thcB\felve6i  tp  tke  befb  advantage^ 
Att  th|%  i^.  oXuCeediiigly  prettty,  ^but  it  is  re^drejred  tic« 
Uj^  to  j^y  th^  futtatioa :  a  reacl)  of.  the  tike  paiSb&W« 
fol^  .^  hQtt6s»  which  i&  Atuated  neaF  Jthe  bank^ 
239kSff^  {Qvm  &ii9  woods,  which  give  both  hamstji  an^ 
ft^t«?«  Thijsi  ihefnt  of  w^tcr^  which  is '  thoree  miice 
QM^  kW(m<tei  iin  fiiont  by  aa  iflocujt  oil  thick ivnodcj^ 
^  l^y  a>  bold  «}rcijibjr  hiSl>  vdsiicb  is  bia  LoxfUlvfi'a 
deer  park,  9^^.  i^ .  itl^)£  Wk^  by.  »  coi)&daraUfi 
mountain.  To  the  right  are  four  or  five  fine  clumps 
c£  J^k  wQod  ^  fo  masivy  ifeiKls,  i^hi^lhi  lri<5  boMIy 
f^ojQ^th^l^rep  tM  the  \w^tpJi  ^i:eak;&  in  ftfait^hewecji 

t^o^  af d,  ^q^  ai  Cc^9^.^)^Kq».^^  |iidwe|fw«.    Qii 

the  other  fide  the  lake  ftretches  behind  woq4^  mA 
forms  Belleifle,  Lord  Rofs  has  made  walks  roun4 
tb,^  ijB;wf4*  frPJW  whiiKh^  thftre  is  at  coiifufci5rt4c  A^^ty 
jpXprQitjJ^ft-  A  tcnjfle  i^  Wiit  qo.  a.  gqtvtle  biP^ 
.(ifiPiim^U)^  tk^.  vi,^  of  tbe  vi^OOdcd  iflaivl^  above^ 
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tteNdoaed^  kut  the.imoft  pkafin^  prefped  of  ihoat  h 
coming  out  from  the  gsptti^ :  tlMy  appear  in  zn  uii-> 
common  beautjr;  two  feem  to  join,  and  the  water 
whickflAWs  betvveen  takes  t)kd  appearance  of  a  fine 
hxfy  pro)e£bisig  deep  i^ito  a  dark  wood  :  nothing  caa 
be  moi^e  beautiful.  The  park  hill  rifes  above  tbem^ 
and  Ae  whdb  is  backed  with,  mountains.  The  home 
^cene  at  your  feet  alfo  i$  pretty;  a  lawn  £catteredl 
with  trees  that  foms  |fae  margin  of  the  lake,  ctoftng 
gradually  in  a  thick  wood  of  tall  trees,  above  the  tops 
of  which  ta  a  diftant  view  of  Cultiegh  moudntaiiiy 
which  is  there,  feea  ia  tt&  proudeft  folemnity* 

To  Lofid  Rofs's^  very  obliging  attention  I  am  ki'- 
debted  for  the  following  particuhirs:  — •  Rents  about 
3elleifle  are  upon  an  average  los.  an  acre  for  grafs 
tod  arable,  biit  motiwtain  fides  are  fet  by  die  lump, 
i^scording  to  the  number  of  cattle  they  feed*  The 
(M  is  att  blue  chry*  Farms  are  generally  50 1.  ov 
6ol.  a  year ;  where  there  are  weavers  they  are  very 
fmajil,  bttt^  tb^  jmiSBii)^'  does  not  exceed  a  twentieth 
gC  th»  wh^tew  Th^>  hQ!wever>  iocreafie  fafb;  they 
have-d^nblfd'  thek  nuober  m.  to  years.  Seventeen 
^eai^  ag^  ther.^  ntol  beitng  a  bleach  milU  Lord  Rofr 
fim^tqd  of^e  i  »fter  >irbi^  flK>re  were  built,  but  in  tho 
whole  covunty  noH  moiie  tha^  ten.  Average  rent  of 
cukivate4  h^  int  FcrmaRAgh,.  los.  Courfe,  i.  Po-* 
tatoQS,  a»  Bariey,  J*  Outs,.  4,.  Oats,  5.  Oats^ 
6«  Laid  qut  &x  ^  ftyen  ye3rs.  i.  Potatoes,  2.  Bar*^ 
l^y^  3-  0»t%  4.  ¥]aKy  5>  L^  o^ty  fome  fow  grafs 
feeds*  Pot^^toes  yield  %Q  barrels  an  acre;  each 
4  buibek ;  they  plant  two  and  an^  half  to  ao  acre  i 
the  {)rk«  froipi  as.6d.  tozcs^  generally  los.  on  ftift 
hf^^  VffU  crops  Qf  potatoes,,  but  not  on  light*    Bar>> 
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)ey  yields  from  lo  to  15  barrels  ^  otts  froin'6  to  id 
barrels,  but  fomctimes  not  $7 

The  linen  lyoye  here,  is  from  6  to  180O9  but  in 
general  1200.  A  wpman  fpins  one  hank^  fpr  wbich 
fhe  has  thre^  halfpence  ^d  board,  if  no  board,  four-^ 
pence;  the  length  of  the  webs  vary,  fome  ten  yards, 
but  in  general  double  ones  of  fifty  yards ;  it  takes 
two  hanks  of  yarn  to  every  yard  of  the  web  j  the 
ijMreavers  have  five-pence  a  yard  for  weaving  it,  and 
they  will  do  three  jards  a  day ;  they  fell  it  at  month-* 
ly  markc;ts.  They  breed  up  their  fons  more  and 
more  to  weaving,  as  it  increafes  much,  and  thefe 
people  pay  their  rents  by  it,  but  they  fend  off  much 
more  yarn  than  they  weave. 

Ths  food  of  the  poor  is  potatoes,  butter«-^milk,  and 
oat  bread.  They  all  keep  cows  and  pigs.  Moft  of 
the  country  is  under  grazing,  fome  of  which  £arm9 
life  to  500 1.  a  year.  They  generally  buy  In  year-» 
old  calves,  for  which  they  give,  on  an  average,  i).  is. 
to  il.  5s.  and  keep  them  till  they  are  four  years  old, 
a^d  fell  them  lean  to  the  graziers  of  other  countries, 
who  have  land  that  will  fatten  :  fell  them  from  5I.  to 
6L  a  bullock;  thus,  every  year,  they  buy  in,  and 
fell  out  a  flock.  Upon  a  farm  in  the  neighbourhood, 
of  350 1.  a  year,  befides  horfes,  cows,  and  iheep,  the 
farmer  fells  one  hundred  bullocks  every  year.  Many 
cows  are  fattened,  bought  in  in  hiay,  at  2}.  los.  to 
5I.  and  fold  out  in  november,  at  il.  us.  6d.  profit, 
and  a  good  acre  will  carry  one  of  them,  but  in  gene- 
ral it  will  take  more.  No  dairies.  Some  ^eep  are 
kept,  the  lambs  fold,  at  three  and  four  months  old^*'%*' 
at  58.  to  IDS.  6d.  each,  7s.  or  8s.  in  general;  the 
tjrool  of  the  ewe,  4s.  4d.    Some  buy  two  or  three  year 
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fid  wetber$9  for  httwngj  in  jurit,  at  15s.  .and  fell 
them  fat  in  march  ar  *prU  follpwipg,  at  il.  is.  tp 
il.  6s.  firming  ewes  reckoi^ed  the  mqft  profitable, 
unlefs  the  land  is  ycrjr  good.  Jn  moory  land,  they 
ufe  lime  for  piamiring»  at.  jd.  a  barrel^  but  if  the 
farmer  bums  it  bimfelf,  and  has  the  ftone  convenient. 
It  is  done  .fisff  3d.  with  turf.  A  good  deal  of  hollow 
'^drainingt  filled  with  fton^s^,  fome  with  fods,  but 
done  only  by  geiitlemftP*  Much  corn,  &c.  by  poor 
people,  put  in  with  fpades,  which,  they  call  loy^f 
becaufe  they  have  no  horfes,  and  one  acre  of  oat$ 
flug,  is  worth  one  «nd  a  half  ploughed ;  fome  do  it 
•pn  this  f^^oonty  thoHgh  thjsy.have  hordes.. 

Lord  Rofs  ha$  generally  a  fmall  field  of  turnips 
and  cabbages  for  feeding  (beep  in  the  winter ;  finds 
^at  cabbages  are  m^ch  the  beft,  and  laft  the  longeft* 

August  17th,  rowed  tQ  Knockinny,  the  deer 
park,  three  miles  acrofs  the  lake,  through  a  maze  of 
woody  iflands.  Land  on  Lady  Rofs's,  of  40  acres, 
in  which  ihe  has  cut  walks  leading  through  a  great 
variety  of  ground  -,  in  fome  places  through  open 
groves  of  large  trees,  in  others  clofe  dark  wood; 
through  lawns  and  rough  ground,  from  fome  of 
which  there  are  various  views  of  the  lake,  and  from 
othef:s  it  is  fo  perfectly  excluded,  that  one  would  not 
think  w;|t^r  was  fo  near.  There  is  a  cabbin  for  a 
poultryman,  a  covered  bench,  and  a  fpot  marked  out 
for  a  cottage.  As  the  boat  approached  Knockinny, 
a  pretty  bay  opened  upon  us,  round  which,  on  one 
jlide,  is  a  proje£ling  point  of  wood,  and  on  the  other, 
the  hill  of  Knockinny,  with  the  wood  rifing  up  its 
fide,  uniting  with  that  of  the  point  to  form  one 
mafs.     From  the  hill  the  view  is  very  fine  j  you  look 

down 
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dbwit  on  -T«-or  pg- woodfeAv  iflfcmii-fcit^tciida  oyeit  thr 
l^e,  witlr  olbers  cuhivatedi^  andi  tll^^coutitia^  rtfin^ 
around  it;  Bell^iOe-  appears^  tti*  ftii^  ia^ th^  miitt  of 
a  very  Itr^^wood'.  The  fift^  ic^thifr  par^bfceh&'lalBe^ 
are  perch-,  pitec- to- 4(>4t).' tr<>nts  eeli^  bream,  &g. 
It*  id^xtrftorditiaty^  t{lat«peM4i  ibouldi  app<ari4n  all :  tbo 
])ike9^oPIreltad'*aad  in  tbe^annon  at^tlKAfauM^timo^ 
iRrhich*  was*  abou^  i^  )i9ar«-  ago.  IJarge  flights.  ^ 
fwans\fomctinws' appear-here- m-WHite^^  and^at43  ftre 
figns  of  a  fevere-one*     ,    -.    .   .  :.;     .f; 
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R'EACfiED-  Fl^irence  0Mr4f)  feord^Ihni&iililig^sAUKr) 
iituated  on'an  eminehce^tmde&a  great'Fi4g#^  moim^ 
tains.  That  nobleman  procured  me,  with  the  politeft 
attentibrt,  the  follbwmg  partitulliu:^. 

•  ^  TftrE  ibrl*  in  general* ii^  a  thili  fttrface^  4^^  S^ihches 
of  ftoney  mould,  under  that  a  tough  yellow  clay  of 
14  to  18  iAches,  and  under  that^  a'pu'rple  Kme  itonc 
gravelly  clay,  a  good*  mantfre  fbr  tillage,  but  bad  for 
^raft.  Lets  on  an  average  at  i6t.  anr  acre  the  new 
Ibafes;^  brit  if  there  irbd^;  ortnountain,  it  rs  thrown 
i|i  at  that  rent.  Mountaip' fides  of  dry  Kme-fton^e 
fbif  will  let  at  6s.  heathy  ones  thrown  in. '  About 
rnnjfjcilling^  l^ord  InntfldlKng  has  a  conllder^blp  pfo^ 
perty,*;  and  heathy  mpunt^in  wi.tjiin  two.  mi le^  of  the 
towji  kts  at  9s,  The  to.wn  parks  from  40s.  to  3I.  js. 
Thft  cultivated  ta;id,  npt  tQ\Yn  parks,  from  12s.  to 
20s..  In  refpe^  to  the  advance  of  rents',  it  will  beft 
'appear  by  lpfer,ting  the  t'otahof^  Ibme  Of  I^ord  fnni- 
ftilling*s  farqis,  ;^t  old.  and  new  r^ntp,  in  various 
foils  and  fituations  at  FtprencA  ^Qurt,.  tijnifk.illing, 
near  S^wadllng-bar,  and  Ballyihaonon.  Fifty-three 
fajrm.?,,  cq^t^ljp^g^  J^i^Qoq  ^r^Sri,  ^hfi  old  rent  981I. 
tjtic.  new,  3807I.     The  extremes  cf  date  were  from 
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wosid  be  so  yetks;«1mt''>w«'>ins<y'iraftly'rtiy  that >  in 
30'7eafs  fke  irbntvis'iqwidiwpled.  .  fFhc  oourfits  ^ 

i.'tponrtits^    >:8«  S«t{heoes, ^r^^rflng  the ' iancb^ 
3^  43iit9.  *  ^-4w'  Oms.     5-  •  Ohts.    b6.  iLay  out  ^for 

1/  PbtiJtiics/  '^1.  'Pb^WMfes^*    ^3*  ^i5«s.    /4.'  Oats* 
5.Flax.   >j6.-iO»8.''!7.  L4^ki»#». 

I.  Potatoes.     2.  Potatoes.     3.  Barley.    4.  Oats. 
5.  OaH.     6«  Lay  if  out. 

Tillage  ^arms  rife  from  nine  acres  fubclivided,  to 

large  trads  in  grazing  ones.  The  manures  are  marie, 

lime-ftonetgravel^  limey  bog^and  fed  aflies :  the  marie 

^s  whitf  and  light,  found  under  bogs,  and  in  banks  $ 

that  i^^  the  banks,  about  Florence  Court,  i«  upon 

clay,  or  gravely  with  fprifT£$  under  it,  which  makes 

the-mafle  run  into  forms  like.  cinder<s,  petrified,  and 

'X>f  a  reddifh'  caft,  as  if  from  vitriolic  acid.     The 

-whole  country  abounds  with  fulphureot£^and  other 

mineral  fprqigs.   Very  little  of  this  marie  ufed  $  they 

ufe  the  lime-ftone  gravelly  clay  moft,  which  gives 

them  vexy.  good  crops.     The  expence  of  lime,  car- 

•  Fiftge^ncluded,  is  8d^  a  barrel  flacked  ;  they  lay  fixty 
"bai^ils^an  acre.     They  burn  their  mountain  land, 

*  lime,  and  marie  it,  ■  ahd  fet- potatoes.  In  the  year 
^  17749  there-were  claimants  fo^  tfae-Dublin^Society^s 
?prdMiti(ms,  fer  174  uteres  of4>og  reelaimedf  ^nd  ltd 
'brwoTWtain.  In  1773,  38  moor,  and  120  bog.  No 
'^draihipg  done  by  the  farmers,  but  much  by  the  gen- 

tleoien^ 
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Potatoes  they  plant  all  out  lays ;  plant  four  bar-t 
rels  per  acre,  each  barrel  6  cwt.  diey  are  meafured 
hj  the  peck^  fo  piled  up  as  to  weigh  3  flone  each  : 
the  price  from  5s.  to  i6s.  the  barrel ;  average,  8si 
No  hiring  of  land  merely  for  planting  potatoes,  but 
the  farmers  will  let  the  cottars  take  a  crop,  if  they 
diingj  The  produce,  00  an  average^  will  be  32  bar- 
rels :  thirty-two  men  will  fet  an  acre  a  day,  with 
five  children :  when  the  potatoes  appear,  diey  fhovel 
the  furrows,  which  four  men  will  do  in  a  day :  eight 
men  will  weed  an  acre  ia  a  day,  and  fixty-four  men 
take  them  up. 

£xP£NC£S« 

Rent        -  -  -  *  - 

County  ccfs        -  -  *-  - 

Four  barrels  of  feed        -  -  - 

Planting,  32  meii,  at  8d.  ditto,  five  chil- 
dren, at  5d. 

Shoveling,  four  men,  8d. 

Weeding,  eight  men,  8d. 

Taking  up,  fixty-four  men,  8d^ 

Sorting  and  picking,  fixteen  men-,  at  8d. 

Drawing\^ne,  feven  horfes       -        -» 

Manuring,  200  loads,  at  id.      o  16     8 

Drawing,  four  cars,  4  men,  and 

4  boys,        -         -        -        o68«-*i34 
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Thirty-two  barrels,  at  8s.      ^      -      -      12160 
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'Of  oats,  tJicj  fow  two  barrels  an  acre,  and  fomc  more, 
and  the  crop  twelve  barrels.  Of  barley,  they  foW 
five  buihels  an  acre,  each  eight  gallons,  the  cro(> 
eight  barrels.  Much  ftubble,  and  potatoe  land,  in 
wet  foih,  are  dug  for  corn,  and  it  takes  eighteen  men 
to  dig  an  acre  a  day.  Much  flax  is  fown,-  both  on 
the  land  by  its  owner,  and  hired  by  cottars,  who 
have  no  land  fit  for  it ;  they  hire  a  peck  fowing,  at 
two  buihels  and  a  half,  or  2L  14s.  2d.  but  the  land 
is  ploughed  and  harrowed  into  the  bargain. 

They  fpin  all  the  flax  they  raife  into  three  to  five- 
hank  yam,  on  an  average  four.  Many  fervants  are 
hired  for  fpinning,  at  12s.  a  quarter,  who  do  the 
bufinefs  of  the  houfe,  and  fpin  a  haiik  a  day ;  if  they 
do  it  for  pay,  it  is  3d.  a  hank.  A  ftone  fpins  into 
64  hanks ;  and  when  they  have  done  it,  it  is  fold  at 
the  markets  and  fairs :  the  tow  they  fpin  into  two-- 
hank  yarn,  which  is  wove  into  feven-hundred  cloth, 
for  home  confumption.  The  weavers  earn  on  an 
average,  lod.  a  day.  Many  cows  are  kept,  and  much 
butter  made  by  every  little  farmer,  which  they  put 
into  tubs  of  i^  cwt.  and  if  one  has  not  cows  enough 
to  make  it,  they  join.  Two  cows  will  rear  two 
calves, .  feed  the  family,  and  make  a  tub,  which  fells 
for  40s.  per  cwt.  on  an  average,  or  2I.  los.  the  two 
cows ;  a  cow  requires  two  acres  for  her  fummer  food, 
or  if  they  have  it,  more,  and  her  winter's  hay,  los. 
A  good  cow,  if  no  milk  is  taken,  will  make  7  lb.  of 
butter  a  week ;  a  middling  one,  four  pounds  and  a 
half,  and  (he  will  give  twelve  quarts  a  day.  Many 
pigs  kept,  but  no  proportion  obferved  to  the  number, 
-of  cowss  which  are  kept  in  the  houfe  at  night  in 
winter,  but  out  all  day.  The  calves  fuck  the  cows 
three  months  before  weaning  ;  many  do  not  fuck  at 

all. 
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all^  but  are  weaned  in  a  fewtl&ys.  The  snumgemettt 
of  the  grazing  fentiers^  is  to  buy  in  year  olds,  at  aos« 
on  an  average5  keep  them  till  tfaey  four  years  old^ 
juid  fell  them  from.41.  to  ibh  Some  of  thefe  far- 
jaers  occupy  very  largfe  ffrms^  even  to  loool.  or  1500I* 
a  year,  but  thefe  are  nu%*  JSome  buy  in  at  three 
years  old,  and  fell  out  at  four  4  fome  at  four,  ax»i  fell 
at  five  }  fome  at  yearlings,  and  fell  otit  at  three,  ac^ 
cording  to  their  lands*  The  common  &rmers  buy  in 
tniji  heifers,  in  novembef^  and  fell  them  in  may,  when 
they  buy  dry  cows,  which  they  fell  fat  in  november^ 
«sid.  make  on  the  fattenitig  30s*  a  bead,  and  on  the 
WB^  iieifers  i6s.  on  an  average*  The  litdc  farmers 
that  liave  lands  fit  for  flieep,  keep  a  few  for  cloathing 
then:  families^  very  many  of  them  fpinning  wt>ol 
enough^  and  weaving  it  for  their  own  cloaths,  petti^^ 
coats^  blankets,  kci  alfo  ftiifFs  for  the  wofiten«  Th<$ 
girls  are  feen  in  fummer  in  their  ftriped  linens  and 
whites  of  their  own  inaking,  and  in  winter  in  their 
woollen  ftuiFsi  They  clip  fromanewe^  about  3lb«  on 
an  average^ 

Goats  were  fo  common  that  evei*y  perfcrt  had 
them  from  the  eafe  of  keepings  as  they  brouse  only 
on  buihes,  and  20  were  not  reckoned  ^fum.  This 
term  fhould  be.  explained^  it  implies  a  portion  of  land 
fufficient  for  a  given  ftock  i  for  inflance^  keeping  a. 
cow  is  a  fUln  ^  a  horfe  a  fum  ajsbd  an  haif  $  8  ibeep  % 
6  ewes  and  6  lambs  ^  3  year  olds  ;  sl  t  year  oId$  and 
a  year  old ;  a  3  year  old ;  20  geefe  ^  a  barrel  of  po*^ 
tatoes  fetting ;  a  peck  of  &zx  {owisig  i  a  bai-r^}  of 
corn  foWing ;  and  a<:ow's  grafs  ;  all  tbefe  are  fum$« 
They  plough  all  With  hor  fps,  except  gentleinen<  3  abreaft, 
and  do  half  an  acre  a  day.  Drawing  by  the  tail  not 
done  thefe  7  years*     The  price  per  acre  ics*     Of 

digging 
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digging  by  the  acre  12s.  axld  the  crop  los.  an  acre 
more ;  hut  they  reekon  that  liothing  in  the  world 
^ears  out  the  land  more  than  digging.  They  lay 
their  wet  lands  in  harrow  ridges  of  5  furrows.  The 
horfes  get  no  oatsj  yet  they  arc  not  more  than  from 
6si  to  I2S.  SL  fack)  of  2  barrels  meafure;  the  barrej 
weighs  9  or  10  ftone.  Average  price  9s.  Ih  hiring 
a  little  farm  ho  attention  given  to  what  ftock  they 
have.  Land  fells  at  21  years  >pvrchafe^  rack  rent^ 
which  is  lower  than  4  or  5  .years  ago.  Rents  are 
fallen  in  4  years  2s.  an  acre*  Tythes  compounded^ 
fmall  and  great.-  The  leafes  moft  common  are  3 
lives,  or  31  years.  Titrney  htgs  are  now  done  withj 
The  people  increafe  confiderably,  notwithftanding 
the  emigrations,  which  were  great  till  within  thefe  a 
years*  Their  circumftances  vaftly  improved  in  20 
years;  they  are  tetter  fed^  cloathed,  and  houfedj 
hiore  fober  and  induftfious  in  every  refpeft.  Their 
food  potatoes^  oaten  bread,  and  a  bit  of  beef  Or  ba>- 
con  for  winter;  All  keep  cows^  moll  of  them  pigs^ 
and  fome  poultry ;  many  turkies  and  geefe.  No 
drinking  tea*  The  religion  fome  catholic j  but  a 
great  many  proteftants.  In  20  years  there  is  a  rife  of 
fitd.  a  day  in  labour.  In  provifions  there  has  been  a 
confiderable  rife  5  20  per  cent*  in  meaL^  A  fledge 
car  cofts  as.  2d;  Wheel  car  ih  14s;  ifd;  A  plough 
IIS.  4id.  A  poor  man's  turf  for  a  year  will  coft 
him  20s^  Building  a  fod  cabbin  2I;  Ditto  of  ftone 
and  thatch  i^h       •  ,    ■     ) 

August  l8thj  took  the  road  by  Swadling-tar  for 

Farnham.   That  fpaw  of  the  north  of  Ireland  is  a  little 

*  Village,  which  appears  to  be  but   a  poor  refidencc  for 

the   numbers  that  refort   to   it.     I  took  the  Killi- 

ihandra  road^  from  thence  to  Fariiham  \  in  about  3 
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or  4  miles  it  leads  along  the  edge  of  a  lake,  through 
a  pretty  wood  which  hangs  to  the  water.^   PafTed  Mr« 
Henry's,  ahoufe  veiy  agreeably  (ituated  amidft  woods, 
which  fpread  to  the  right  and  left,  and  above  it« 
Many  lakes  are   in  this   country;  I  pafied   feveral 
Jarge  ones,  which  communicate  with  each  other  by  a 
tiver.     The  road  croffes  a  variety  of  bog  and  moory 
ground,  perfectly  improveable ;  lime  cheap,  but  little 
feems  to  be  done  or  ^doing.     At  Mr.  Nefbit's  enter  a 
rich  woodland  country.  The  bifhop  of  Kilmore's  pa- 
lace is  on  a  confiderable  hill,  yet  fheltered  by  very  fine 
trees ;  the  country  here  is  beautiful.     I  had  been  fa« 
.   voured  with  an  invitation  from  the  bifhop,  but  he  was 
then  at  Dublin.     The   woods   of  Farnham  appeal 
Very  finely  from  hence.     Reached  that  place  in  the 
evening  time  enough  for  a  ride  with  the  Earl  on  the 
borders  of  his  lakes.     Thefe  are  uncommonly  beau- 
tiful 5  they  are  extenfive,  and  have  a  ihore  extremely 
varied.     On  one  fide  lar^e  thick  hedge  row  trees, 
vtdth  meadows  behind  them ;  on  the  other  a  moft  noble 
range  of  hanging  wood,  which  fpreads  on  each  fide 
to  a  great  diftance,  covering  a  bold  (hore,  and  to  a 
confiderable  height,   nor  are  they  uniform  in  their 
outline ;  the  hills  over  which  they  fpread  vary  greatly  j 
in  fome  places  prefenting  a  continued  fweep,  in  others 
breaking  the  line,  and  proje£l:ing  into  the  lake.     In 
one  part  the  (hore  confifls  of  grafs  inclofures,  the 
hedges  fcattered  with  trees,  and  mounting  upon  the 
flopes,  form  a  very  fine  fcenery.     Nothing  can  be 
more  pleafing  than  the  whole  to  the  right  of  the 
lake;   the   meadows   are  of  undulating  lands   that 
vrave  about  in  a  variety  of  mild  forms  ;  a  moft  pleaf- 
ing fcenery.     Thefe  beautiful  fields  rife  above  the  • 
-lake,  which  they  command  in   fome  places,  and  in 
others  retire  from..    Upon  the  whole  Farnham  is  one 

•f 
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one  b(  the  fineft  places  I  have  feen  in  Ireland  ;  the 
water,  wood,  and  hill,  are  all  in  a  great  ftile,  and 
abound  in  a  variety  of  capabilities. 

Cabbages  Lord  Farnham  has  cultivated  three 
years  ;  in  1774,  he  had  4  acres  manured  with  lime 
and  earth,  and  of  different  forts,  flat  Dutch,  early 
Yorkfhire,  and  green  borecole,  the  feed  was  fown  in 
the  fpring,  and  planted  out  in  June,  in  rows  3  feet 
afunder,  and  horfe-hoed  clean  5  found  them  for  milch 
cows  much  better  than  turnips ;  alfo  for  plough  and 
fattening  bullocks,  that  had  the  fummer  grafs,  throve 
very  well  on  them ;  laift'ed  till  the  latter  end  of 
february ;  the  borecole  longer ;  the  cabbages  came 
to  a  good  fize,  and  the  crop  paid  extremely  well. 
Tares  and  beans  were  fown  after  them,  and  yielded  a 
great  produce. 

In  1775,  fix  acres,  manured  with  lime  and  ditch 
earth,  well  mixed,  arid  at  planting  time,  a  little 
dung  laid  to  each  root ;  the  forts  the  fame  as  laft 
year,  with  fome  red  cabbage ;  the  crop  very  fine, 
many  came  to  i61b.  ufed  for  the  fame  purpofes,  and 
anfvirered  perfectly  well.  This  year  I  viewed  the 
crop,  and  a  very  fine  one  it  is,  clean,  well  horfe- 
hoed,  and  promifes  to  be  a  great  produce.  Upon 
the  whole.  Lord  Farnham  ftrongly  recommends  the 
<iulture  from  experience  ;  if  he  was  to  farm  40  years,  . 
he  would  never  be  without  them  for  his  cows,  his 
plough  bullocks,  and  for  finifliing  thofe  fat  beafts 
which  have  had  the  fummer's  grafs  j  he  thinks  theni 
far  better  than  turnips  ;  that  an  acre  will  go  farther, 
i&eafier  cultivated,  and  got  from  the  land  with  lefs 
dan^age.  Nor  is  this  opinion  founded  from  any 
ijfnora^ce  of  turnips,  his  Lordfhip  lived  feveral  years 
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in:  Norfolk,  and  attended  to  the  immenfe  ad  van-* 
tages  reaped  in  that  county  from  their  cultiva* 
tion :  he  introduced  them  at  Fkrhham  the  fame 
time  as  cabbages ;  they  are  difficult  to  cultivate 
in  Ireland,  fro^  theignorahce  of  the  people  in 
hoeing;  he  has  drilled  part,  and  |iad  part  broad 
caft  ;  the  drilled  much  the  bcft,'  ffom.thei?  being-  fo 
much  better  hoed  ;  drills  in  furrpws  two  feet  afwn- 
der ;  I  faw  this  year's  crop,  and  found  them  very 
fine,  clean,  and  promifed  to  be  good.  Since  this 
was  written.   Lord  Farnham  informs   me,  that,  in 

4 

1777,  he  had  14  Irifli  acres  of  turnips,  which  kept 
50  working  and  fattening  oxen,,  and  dairy  cows,  be- 
fides  60  fat  flieep ;  fome  of  jthe  oxen  were  fold  fat 
from  them,  at  from  17I.  to  20I.  each  ;  .the  Lancafhirc 
breed  that  had  been  Worked.  The  fame  year  he  had 
one  acre  of  carrots,  which  he  applied  to  feeding 
horfes,  and  inftead  of  giving  4  barrels  of  oats  a  week, 
they  had  only  one,  the  reft  being  dedu<£bed  on  account 
of  the  roots.  That  in  England,  he  fed  his  whole 
ftud  with  them,  nor  would  the  .horfes  touch  an  oat, 
while  they  could  get  carrots.  Wafhing  he  found  fo 
cxpenfive,  that  to  leffen  it,  he  put  them  in  balkets  in 
a  ftream,  and  this  faved  half  ^  the  foil  not  light. 
They  were  left  in  the  ground,  and  drawn  in  the 
winter,  as  wanted. 

Lord  Farnham  mentioned  one  circumftance  of 
turnips,  new  to  me,  which  was  his  feeding  horfes  in 
Norfolk  with  them.  His  brood  mares,  and  ha^'ks^  of 
which  he  had  a  great  number,  ran  in  the  park  at 
Hunfton,  with  his  bullocks, >  that  were  fattening  on 
turnips,  and  they  followed  the  c?irts  as  eagerly  as  the 
beafts  J  had  no  other  food,  and  did  perfeftly  well  on^ 
thcin.     His  Lordfhip  has  made  great  improvements. 

in 
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in  fome  of  his  lands  by  means  of  hollow  draining. 
Very  wpt   clay^,    over»-run   with  rufhes  and   other 
aquatic .  rubbifli,  he  has  converted  into  dry,  found, 
healthy  paftures.      The'  principal  drains  are   filled' 
with  ftonqs,  the  kfler  ones  with  fod. 

In  the  breed  of  cattle  he  has  been  equally  atten- 
tive, having  been  at  a  confiderable  cxpence  to  procure 
the  very  beft  Lancafhires  ;  and  what  is  uncommon, 
,  without  fpoiling  his  dairy  :  for  his  cows  give  much 
milk.     After  fallijfig  piF  a  good  deal,  they  make  61b. 
or  ylb.  of  butter  each  a  week,  befides  fupplying  his 
numerous  family  with  milk  and  cream.     The  bull- 
calves  he  rears  for  oxen,  works  till  they  are  fix  years 
old,  and  then  fattens  them.     Draft  oxen  he  finds /in-* 
finitely  more  beneficial  than  horfes.     The  breed  of 
ftrong  horfes  he  has  alfo  been  very  attentive  to  im- 
prove, buying  ^  ft^lljon.of  Mr.  BakewcU,  and  has 
bred  m^y,  v^hjch  ftjl  r«adily  at  25I.  at  4  years  old. 

In  planting.  Lord  Farnham  obferved,  that  no  tree 
grows  fpeedily  to  fp  large  a  fixe  as  the  filver  fir.  He 
has  many  great  ones,  planted  by  his  father  40  years 
ago,  in  a  wet  clay  foil  an  a  rock ;  we  meafured  fome 
of  them  12  feet -in  circumference  at  the  ground,  and 
one  yi  at  5  feet  high  :  this  tree  contains  76  feet  of 
folid  timber.  What  is  very  uncommon,  he  pointed 
out  many  oaks  that  are  deftroying  .the  Scotch  firs 
planted  with  them,  havrng  outgrown  and  rifing  com* 
pletely  above  them.  This  I  do  not  remember  having 
noticed  before.  In  the  fame  plantation  the  beech 
generally  beats  the  Scotch  fir  and  the  afli,  though  the 
latter  fuits  the  foil  very  well  j  indeed  the  beech,  oak 
and  filver  fir  are  the  capital  trees.  One  ufe  he  has 
put  the  filver  fir  to,  in  which  it  anfwefs  perfeftly, 

R  3  which 
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which  is  boat-building ;  he  has  a  boat  built  of  it, 
which  has  lafted  as  well  as  if  of  the  beft  oak.  This 
is  a  hint  which  may  prove  of  infinite  ufe,  I  re- 
member Mr.  Mitford  in  Hampfhire  flooring  his^ 
library  with  filver  fir,  frelh  cut  down,  and  the  boards' 
not  contradling  in  the  Icafl :  a  quality  very  valuable 
in  (hip-building.  He  can  fell  Scotch  fir  out  of  his 
woods  readily  at  40s.  a  ton,  even  very  poor  trees. 

The  foil  about  Farnham  is  in  general  a  good  loam, 
from  4  to  10  inches  deep,  and  under  it  a  yellow  or 
blue  clay  2  feet  deep,  and  under  that  a  flaty  gravel,  a 
quarry  of  lime-flone,  or  blue  whin-ftone.  It  is  in 
general  very  wet ;  hollow  drains  lay  it  dry,  if  there 
is  a  fall.  From  Cavan  to  Belturbet  it  is  dry,  rough, 
rocky  ground.  From  Killifhandra  to  Knockwinn, 
dry  gravel.  From  Cavan  to  Virginy,  heathy,  which 
yields  good  corn,  with  linie.  Rents  by  new  leafes  in 
general,  14s.  to  20s.  old  ones  5s.  to  los.  Cavan  and 
Kilmore  the  higheft.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  bog 
and  mountain,  which  with  lakes,  amount  to  half  the 
county.  Average  rent  about  6s.  By  another  ac- 
count I  had  it  is  7s.  6d.  Farms  are  generally  about 
100  acres,  50  to  100,  and  thcfe  relet,  from  2  to  10 
acres,  to  the  poor  people,  who  are  cottars,  and  pay 
their  high  rent  by  labouring.' 

Courfes  :— i.  Summer  fallow.  2.  Wheat.  -3.  Oats 
pr  barley.     4.  Potatoes.     5.  Wheat  or  barley, 

I.  Fallow.  2.  Wheat.  3.  Oats.  4.  Oats.  5.  Okts. 
6.  Oats.  7.  Oats.  8.  Oats.  9.  Lay  out  for  grafs. 
No  feeds  fown. 

1.  Potatoes* 
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I.  Potatoes.  2.  Pbtatoes.  3.  Flax.  4.  Oats.  5.  Oats. 
6.  Oats.  7*  Lay  out  for  grafs. 

They  fow  4bufliels  of  wheat,  or  20  ftoiie  an  acne, 
and  it  yields  7  barrels.  There  is  a  good  deal  fown^ 
and  feveral  flour  mills  in  the  country.  Of  barley 
they  fow  4  bulbels,  and  get  9  barrels,  16  ftone  to  the 
barrel.  They  fow  8  bufhels  of  oats,  and  get  on  ah 
average  10  barrels.  Of  potatoes  they  plant  14  bar- 
rels to  the  acre,  each  20  ftone,  and  the  crop  is 
ufually  60,  and  the  price  5s.  to  los.  Average 
7s.  6d. 


£'  ^- 

J. 

Rent        -        -        -        -        - 

• 

0  16 

0 

14  barrels          -         -         _         . 

- 

s  5 

0 

Planting,  36  men  a  day,  at  is.  no  board,  6d 

. 

with  it        -         -         -        - 

- 

I  16 

Q 

Shovelling,  8  mtn      -        -        - 

- 

0   s 

m 

0 

Weeding,  10  boys,  at4d.   - 

- 

0    3 

4 

Taking  up,  72  men   -         -         - 

- 

3  >* 

0 

Manuring         -        * 

1    0 

0 

* 

13    0 

4- 

* 

Produce. 

60  barrels,  at  7s.  6d.  -        -         - 

§0 

22   10 

0 

Expences          -        -        - 

- 

13    0 

4 

Profit       -        -        -        -        - 

9    9 

8 

But  little  lime  ufed  in  the  country,  though  in  fome 

places  lime-ftone  is  plentiful ;  the  price  is  6d.'to  lod. 

the  fcarrel  flack.     Much  marie  ufed  about  Ballycon- 

nel  a^d  Killiihandra^  the  white  light  fort  from  under 

'  "  R  4  bogs ; 
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bogs :  they  life  it  on  heathy  moors  with  fuccefs,  .fop 
which  purpofe  they  ufe  lime  alfq.  Before  they 
plough  it  they  lay  the  lime  on,  156  barrels  roach, 
and  then  either  fow  oats,  or  plant  potatoes,  and  this 
pcrfeftly  kills  all  the  heath,  {erica  vulgaris)  and 
makes  very  fine  land  after  it.  Upon  dry  heathy 
ground  at  Ballyconnel,  Mr,  Swan,  Lor4  Farnham's 
JTianager,  has  feen  heaps  of  lime-ftone  laid  on  the 
heath  near  kilns,  and  has  remarked,  that  where  •  this 
ftqne  yras  laid  without  burning  pr  breal^ingj^  there  the 
heath  w^s  completely  killed,  and  a  full  crop  of  whit^ 
clover  [trifolium  repens)  came  up,  from  the  duft 
that  had  rubbed  off;  a  ftrong  proof  that  pounded 
limerfto^ne  wpuld  be  an  admirable^  manure.  The 
:P:ock  farmers,  who,^  however,  are  not  large  ones,  150 
acres  being  a  good  farm,  are  many  of  them  in  the 
fucceffipn  bufmefs_of  buying  jn  yaung  cattle,  and 
felling  them  .out  glder  without  fatting ;  others  on 
better  lands,  buy  in  dry  cows  in  may,  and  fell  them 
.fat  in  november,  making  from.  30s.  to  40s.  a  head. 
Put  few  fat  bullocks,  not  is  itji  gr^a^t  flieep  countrjJ, 
nor  any  dairies  j  but  all  the  little  farmers  and  cottars, 
keep  oue,  two,  or  three.  If  they  pay  for  grazing  a 
cow,  it  is  20s.  to  30s.  They  keep  alfp  many  pigs, 
from  one  to  five  ir\  every  );iouf«.  They  plough  all 
with  hqrfes,  three  or  four  in  a  plough,  and  all  abreaft^ 
Here  let  it  be  remarked,  that  they  ver^  commonly  plough 
and  harrow  with  their  horfes  DRAWING  BY  THE 
TAIL  :  it  is  done  ever j  feafon.  Nothing  can  put 
them  befide  this,  and  they  infift,  that  take  a  horfe, 
tired  in  traces,  and  put  him  to  work  by  the  tail,  he 
will  draw  be^tter:  quite  freilh  again.-  Indigi^ant 
reader  j .  this  is  no  jeft  of  mine,  but  cruel,  ftubborn, 
J)art)ar9up  tfutl\.     I^  is  fo  all  pye^  Cayan, 


F    A    R    N    H    A    M.  1149 

Land  fells  at  22  years  purchafe,  rack  rents :  it 
has  fallen  two  years.  Rents  have  fallen  within  four 
pr  five  years  confiderably  5  thofe  that  were  takea 
feven  or  eight  years  ago,  have  fallen  from  3$.  to  8s. 
pn  acre.  Tythes  are  generally  hired  by  prodors, 
who  view  the  farmers  crops,  and  compound  with 
them,  making  •  a  confiderable  profit  by  it.  They 
fcrew  up  the  tenants  and  poor  people  very  feverely. 
The  people  are  in  general  in  much  better  circum- 
ftances  than  fome  years  ago ;  more  induftriou$, 
better  fed,  cloathed,  and  lodged  :  they  increafe  very 
much.  Potatoes,  ^nd  milk  and  butter  are  their 
food,  and  oa^en  bre^d  when  the  potatoes  are  not  in 
feafon  :  fcarce  any  fleih  meat  among  them.  The 
linen  manufacture  confijls  principally  in  fpinning, 
which  is  univerfal  all  over  the  county  for  girls  and 
women  ;  but  weaving  is  by  no  means  general,  nor 
does  it  increafe  in  this  neighbourhood.  A  woman, 
by  fpinning,  will  earn  4d.  on  an  average.  They 
do  not  raife  enough  to  fupply  their  wheels,  for 
much  is  brought  from  Dublin.  *  There  are  four 
bleach-greens  in  thefe  parts,  at  Ballyconnel,  Bal- 
lyna,  Scrabby,  and  Ardvagh.  Building  a  mud  cab- 
bin  4I,  4s,  ditto  of  ftone,  lime  and  flate,  30I. 
ditching,  fix  feet  wide  and  five  deep,  is.  id.  a  drain, 
two  feet  deep  and  three  wide,  2d.  to  3d.  a  perch, 
Threfhing  wheat  is.  a  barrel.  Oats  yd.  Barjey 
8d.  Farming  man's  wages  5I.  A  lad  3I.  to  4I. 
A  woman  in  fumm^r  6d.  a  day.  A  wheeled  car  cofts 
l\,  IDS.     A  plough  9s,     A  pair  pf  hj^rrows  12s. 

Before  I  quit  Farnham,  let  me  give  upon  review 
the  expences^  produce  and  profit  of  an  acre  of  flax, 
^s  I  may  now  confider  myfelf  as  entirely  out  of  the 

(  linen 


J 
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linen  country.  Upon  an  average  of  all  the  Nortb> 
from  my  firft  entering  it  at  Market-hill,  the  fol- 
lowing table  is  the  medium  of  every  article. 

One  Acre  Flax  Expences. 


I' 

f. 

d. 

Rent  from  8s.  to  2I.  12s.    - 

- 

- 

I 

6 

0 

Tythe  from  iid.  togs. 

- 

- 

0 

4 

8 

Seed  from  il.  4s.  to  3I. 

- 

- 

2 

2 

0 

Sowing     -         -         -         - 

- 

- 

0 

0 

6 

Ploughing  from  5s.  to  los.  lod. 

- 

- 

0 

7 

8 

Clods  and  ftones  from  is.  4d.  to 

5s. 

4d. 

0 

7. 

4 

Weeding  from  2S.  to  8s. 

- 

- 

b 

4 

0 

Pulling  from  4s.  to  13s.  6d. 

- 

- 

0 

7 

0 

Rippling  -         -         -         - 

- 

- 

0 

6 

7 

Watering  from  is.  to  i6s.   - 

- 

- 

0 

5 

7 

Taking  out  and  graffing  from  2s 

.  to  lis. 

0 

5 

8 

Lifting  from  2S.  to  8s. 

- 

- 

0 

4 

4 

Drying    -        -        -         - 

'• 

- 

0 

8 

0 

Beetling  -         - 

- 

- 

0 

15 

0 

Scutching  from  il«  is.  to  5I. 

• 

2 

10 

6 

9 

9 

10 

Produce. 

36  ftone  fcutched  at  8s.  6d. 

- 

- 

IS 

6 

0 

Expences 

- 

- 

9 

• 

9 

10 

Profit       -         •        -        - 

5 

16 

2 

Heckling-         -        -        ^        -        -         I'lO    5 

•  a 

August   20th,  took  niy  leave  of  Farnham,  and 
paffcd  by  Cavan  to  Granard  5  got  in  that  neighbour- 
hood, 
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hood,  into  a  fine  traft  of  dry,  found,  gravelly  land, 
which,  lets,  on  an  average,  at  il.  is.  through  the 
barony  :  ufe  it  very  much  for  fattening  bullocks,  but 
cows  chiefly,  and  a  few  fliecp.  The  farms  are  in 
general  large,  many  about  200  acres*  It  is  all  a 
lime-ftone  gravel.  In  the  town  of  Granard,  is  one 
clofe  of  50  acres,  called  Granard  Kiln,  immediately 
under  a  mound  of  earth,  an  antient  Danifh  intrench- 
ment,  which  regularly  fupports  50  fat  cows,  100 
fheep,  6  horfes,  aftd  is  reckoned  the  beft  fpot  in  the 
county,  worth  35s.  an  acre.  The  country,  all  the 
way  from  Cavin  to  near  Carrickglafs,  within  two 
miles  of  Longf6rd,  is  exceedingly  bare  of  trees. 

Reached  Ballynogh,  the  feat  of  W.  G.  New- 
comen,  Efq;  who  Has  many  trees,  and  well  planted 
hedge-rows,  about  hini;  he  favoured  me  with  the 
following  particulars :  about  that  neighbourhood, 
lands  let  at  13s.  6d.  from  7s.  to  20s.  The  rent  of 
the  whole  county  of  Longford  may  be  reckoned  at 
I2S.  an  acre,  on  an  average,  of  all  that  is  cultivated, 
and  one-fixth  part  bog  and  mountain,  which  yields 
no  rent.  The  foil  is  in  general,  a  tolerable  vegeta- 
ble mould  on  the  furface,  for  three  or  four  inches 
deep;  under  that,  two-inch  thick  of  blue  clay: 
which  retains  water  under  that  yellow  clay  for  two 
or  three  feet,  and  then  every  where  lime-ftone  gravel. 
This  is  generally  the  foil  of  the  whole  county,  ex- 
cept the  barony  of  Granard,  and  a  part  called  the 
Callaw,  which  is  a  light  lime-ftone  reeky  ground, 
producing  fine  wheat,  and  good  fheep. 

Leitrim  lets  at  4s.  on  an  average.  In  Leitrim 
there  are  many  mountain  improvements,  by  fetting 
^re  to  the  heath  in  fummer,  liming  it  the  following 

fpring  J 
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fpring  J  they  marie  upon  that,  and  then  plant  pota-- 
toes,  get  great  crops,  and  make  fine  land  of  it»  The 
fize  of  farms  commonly  to  5  or  600  acres,  but  in  ge- 
neral about  joo  acres,  with  many  fmall  ones  :  Ruri" 
dale-i  or  the  hiring  of  farm's  in  partnerfhip,  is  very 
common  ;  three  or  four  families  will  take  100  acres. 
A  great  part  of  the  country  let  to  tenants,  who  do 
not  occupy,  but  re-let  at  advanced  rents  to  the  poor 
people.  The  courfe  of  crops  is  ;  i.  Potatoes.  2.  Po-» 
tatoes.  3,  Bere.  4,  Barley,  or  oats,  5.  Oat5.  6.  Lay 
put  for  weeds,  four  or  five  years. 

I.  Potatoes.   2.  Bere.   3.  Oats.   4.  Oats.   5.  Lay 
it  out. 

y.  Potatoes,   2.  Flax.    3.  Bere.   4.  Oatis,   5.  Oats, 

Of  potatoes,  they  fow  four  barrels  to  an  acre,  each 
.64  ftone,  and  get  40  in  return ;  the  price  5s.  to  14s. 
average  8s.  Of  bere  they  fow  20  ftone,  and  get 
10  barrels.  Of  barley  ditto,  get  12.  Oats  they  fow 
%  barrels,  at  14  ftone,  and  get  15.  The  wafte  moun- 
tains are  improving  ytrj  faft,  by  families  hiring  fpots 
of  heath,  building  their  cabbins  on  them,  and  im- 
proving them  under  a  rent  of  5s.  to  8s.  an  acre. 
They  bring  it  all  in  by  potatoes,  but  ufe  no  lime, 
though  they  could  have  it  cheap,  for  lime-ftone  is  on 
the  fpot,  and  plenty  of  turf  to  burn  it  with ;  this  is 
the  cafe  \vith  Cornclanew,  near  Carrick  Glafs, 
White  marie  is  found  under  the  bogs,  but  fcarce  any 
of  it  tffed.  The  fyftem  of  Cattle  moft  common,  is 
^o  buy  yearlings,  at  40s.  and  keep  them  till  3  or  4 
years  old,  and  fell  them  lean  at  5I.  to  .5I.  los.  buy- 
ing in  fome  every  year,  and  felling  out  the  fame 
pupiber.    Fatting  covys  is  alfo  very  common,  bought 
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In  in  may,  at  3I.  to  5I.  and  fold  out  in  oflober,  at 
30s.  to  40s.  profit.  It  is  not  reckoned  bad  land,  if 
three  acres  fatten  two.  No  cows  for  dairies,  they 
are  kept  only  by  poor  people.  Ploughing  all  with 
horfes,  a  pair  a-breaft,  but  no  drawing  by  the  tail  j, 
this  prafticft  they  utterly  deny  here.  Land  fells  rack- 
rent  at  i8t  years  purchafe.  Let  for  ever  and  well 
fecured,  20  years  purchafe.  The  price  has  falleh 
within  fout  years ;  rents  have  alfo  fallen  three  (hillings 
•  in  the  pound  in  fix  years,  and  are  at  prefent  falling, 
from  the  low  prices  of  grain.  Tythes  taken  generally 
by  the  proftors,  who  are  very  civil  to  gentlemen,  but 
exceedingly  cruel  to  the  poor.  The  country  evidently 
increafes  very  much  in  population :  the  people  are 
in  better  circumftanccs  than  they  were  20  years  ago, 
better  cloathed,  betteV  fed,  and  more  indufttious,  yet 
at  prefent  it  is  found,  and  I  have  had  the  fame  re- 
mark made  to  me,  at  many  other  places,  that  they 
only  work  to  eat,  and  when  provifions  are  plenty, 
will  totally  idle  away  fo  much  of  their  time,  that 
there  'is  fcarce  any  fuch  thing  as  getting  work  done. 
The  religion 'is  principally  roman  ;  no  emigrations. 
There  is  a  bettef  yeomanry  than  is  common  in  Ire- 
land. Many  farmers,  of  from  100  to  250  acres. 
Rent  of  a  cabbin  and  garden,  30s.  A  cow's  grafs, 
ll.  IDS,  All  the  cottars  have  fome  land  :  all  keep 
cows,  and  many  pigs  and  geefe.*  I  remarked  for 
fome  time  of  late,  that  the  geefe  are  plucked,  and 
upon  enquiry,  that  every  goofe  yielded  three  farthings 
or  a  halfpenny  in  feathers  per  annum.  Thefe  Irifhmen 
are  difciples  of  Columella.  They  make  a  dreadful 
ragged  figure.  The  poor  live  upon  potatoes  and  milk, 
it  is  their  regular  diet,  very  little  oat  bread  being  ufed, 
and  no  flelh-meat  at  all,  except  on  an  Eafter  funday, 
or  Chriftmas-day.     Their  potatoes  laft  them  through 

the 
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the  year;  all  winter  long  only  potatoes  and  fait. 
Firing  cofts  them  30s.  a  year  for  labour  in  the  bogs. 
Building  a  mud  cabbin,  4I.  Ditto  of  ftone  and  lime, 
37  feet  by  15,  17I.  Another,  30  feet  by  14,  iil. 
Thefe  are  the  meafures  of  two,  which  Mr.  New- 
'  comen  has  built  at  that  expence.  The  linen  manu- 
fafture  fpreads  through  Longford.  It  has  increafed 
confiderably,  from  a  remarkable  circumftance  which 
happened  three  years  ago,  which  was  a  gentleman 
unknown,  giving  500I .  to  be  diftributed  to  poor 
wc^ivers,  in  loan's  of  5 1,  each,  to  be  repaid  at  25s. 
a,  quarter,  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  their  bufinefs 
with  more  eafe.  This  had  great  efFeds.  There  are 
three  bleach  greens  in  the  county  ;  the  weaving  in- 
creafes ;  fpinning  is  univerfal  throughout  all  the  cab- 
bins,  and  likewife  through  all  the  county  of  Leitrim, 
but  there  is  not  fo  much  weaving  as  in  Longford. 

August  21ft,  to  Strokeftown,  the  feat  of  Thomas 
Mahon,  Efq;  Faffed  through  Longford,  a  chearlefs 
country,  over  an  amazing  quantity  of  bog,  -and  all 
improvable ;  a  great  one  in  particular,  on  the  banks 
of  the  Shannon,  two  miles  over,  and  I  found  it 
reached  many  miles  beyond  Lanefbra*.  Mr.  Mahpn 
has  5000  acres  of  it.  A  great  fall  lies  every  way,  a 
good  road  is  made  over  it,  and  lime  is  burnt  on 
the  edges  for  3d.  a  barrel  roach ;  befides  Ume,  they 
have  lime-ftone,  gravel  and  fand  every  where,  which 
laid  on  the  bog,  drained  or  not  drained,  produces  a 
fheet  of  white  clover  5  what  a  field  is  this  for  im- 
provement, yet  nothing  done  !  Croffed  the  Shannon, 
which  is  here  a  confiderable  river,  and  entered  Con- 
naught.  The  firft  appearance  of  Str6keftown  woods 
are  very  noble,  from  a  hill  which  looks  down  on 
them;  they  are  very  extenfive,  of  a  great  growth, 

and 


S  T  R  O  K  E  S  T  0  W  N.        255 

and  give  a  richnefs  to  th^  view,  which  is  a  perfect 
contraft  to  the  dreary  fcene  I  had  paffed.  Mr,  Ma- 
hon  negleded  no  means  of  having  me  well  informed 
in  the  following  minutes.  Land  about  Strokeftown 
fets  at  255.  The  average  of  the  whole  county  is  iis, 
including  bogj  mountain  there  is  very  little.  The 
county  of  Leitrim,  2S.  on  an  average.  A  great  part 
of  Rofcommon,  particularly  from  Athlone  to  Boyle, 
30  miles  long,  and  lo  broad,  is  iheep-walk,  and  lets 
on  an  average,  12s.  ah  acre.  It  is  generally  walk, 
only  patches  of  potatoes  and  corn  for  the  workmen. 
The  foil  of  it  lime-ftone.  Thefe  fheep-walks  I  had 
heard  fo  much  of,  that  I  was  eager  in  my  enquiries 
concerning  them  ;  they  were  fome  years  ago  divided 
into  much  larger  farms  than  at  prefent,  for  there  were 
men  who  had  20,000  flieep,  whereas  now  6  or  7000 
is  the  greateft  flock.  The  farms  rife  to  3000  acres, 
few  under  4  or  500.  They  ftock  commonly  at  the 
rate  of  two  fheep  an  acre,  and  reckon  the  profit  to  be 
lamb  and  wool,  the  lamb  fold  in  Auguft  at  12s.  and 
51b.  of  wool  from  the  ewe,  at  better  than  is.  per  Ib^ 
or  1 7s.. a  head, 

»  •  ,  ' 

They  feed  them  all  the  year  on  grafs,  having  no 
turnips;  but  in  Jevere  weather  give  them  hay.  They 
have  much  other  cattle  with  them,  fuch'as  yearlings, 
two-year  olds,  three-year  olds,  &c.  felling  them  four- 
year  olds  to  fuch-  as  want  them  for  fattening.  In 
wet  years  they  are  in  fome  places  troubled  with  the 
rot,  but  it  is  not  at  all  common.  Thefe  (he^p^walks 
decreafe  as  the  people  become  more  numerous :  parts  are 
ploughed  up,  but  very  few  inftances  of  fheep  gaining 
upon  tillage.  The  cottars  are  never  fuffercd  to  keep 
fheep,  but  have  cows  grazed  for  them^  as  in  other 

parts. 
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This  part  of  the  country  is  not  populous,  bill 
more  fo  than  it  was.  Thefe  flieep-walks  are  herd 
reckoned  much  better  than  the  Curragh  of  Kildare* 
They  are  not  regular  in  ftdcks  of  ewes,  but  keep  d 
various  ftock.  A  man  that  has  looo  (heep  Will  have 
400  ewes,  200  yearlings  havirtg  fold  ioo  of  the  worft 
lambs,  200  two-year  olds,  and  200  three-year  old 
iiO^ethers,  which  he  fells  fat ;  confequently  his  annual 
fale  will  be  200  Iambs,  loo  fat  wethers^  and  100  of 
the  Worft  old  ewes. 

£.  s.  di 
200  lambs,  cafualties  and  mifting  redu-^ 

cing  them  to  150,  at  los.     -       -       -     75  6  6 

200  fat  wethers,  at  20s,      -  .      -         -     200  0  0 

100  old  ewes,  los         -           •           -         50  o  o 

Wool,  I  poo  fheep,  4s.        •           -        200  o  o 

525    0    0 

Thb  country  is  divided  into  incloAires  by  ftone 
walls  generally,  fo  that  one  ihepherd  is  all  that  is 
kept .  to  a  flock.  The  wool  goes  moftly  to  Corke^ 
where  it  is  fpun  into  worfted  and  exported  ;  this  is 
the  account  I  had  in  this  country.  All  thefe  Iheep-- 
mafters  mix,  as  I  before  obfcrved,  other  ftock  with 
their  flecks ;  befides  2  fheep  per  acre,  they  will  keep 
at  the  rate  of  40  yeariings,  and  2  or  3  year  olds  to 
every  100  acres.  The  foil  is.bxown  loam' on  lime- 
ftone  gravel.  Farms  about  Strokeftown  confift  gene-* 
rally  of  Rundale  ones  \  upon  2  or  300  acres,  there 
will  be  10  to  15  families,  nor  is  it  thought  here  a  bad 
fyftem.  Much  the  greateft  part  of  the  land  is  grafs ; 
but  what  they  have  in.  tillage  they  arrange  in  the  fol^ 
lowing  courfq : 

l.Po- 
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i.  Potatoe$/  2,  Potatoes.  3,  Flax,  4.  Barley, 
j.  Oa(s.  .  6.  Lay  out  for  6  or  7  years;  None  of 
themfow  grafs  feedsi 

I.  Potatoes.  2.  Potatoes:  3.  Wheat;  4-  Oats« 
^.  OatSi     6;  Iray  outt 

Much  land  is  let  for  gfafs  potatoes^  from  5I.  5s; 
to  4I.  and  4I.  4s;  afterwards  for  a  crop  of  flax.  They 
plant  4  barrels^  at  5^  cwt.  each  ;  and  they  get  about 
50  barrels  an  acre,  the  price  from  45;  to  15s;  averagp 
8s.  To  fell  them  growings  lol;  is  reckoned  a  high 
price.  Of  flax  feed  they  fow  1 1  pecks  per  acre }  an 
acre  fold  on  the  fm  (that  is  as  it  grows)  is  worth  81; 
on  an  average*  They  commonly  fow  a  barrel,  or 
20  fton^  of  wheat  to  the  ncre;  Mr;  Mahon  only  I2i 
They  get  6  barrels  in  return.  They  fow  2  barrels 
t)f  barley,  and  get  9.  Of  oats  they  fow  2  barrels, 
and  get  lO;  Lime^flone  gravel  the  great  manure  1 
they  put  1500  load,  at  5  ewt;  each,  on  an  acre,  and 
it  coftfe  il.  or  il.  IS;  It  does  beft  on  ftrong  land^ 
cfpecially  free-ftone ;  it  will  laft  7  yearsj  in  which 
time  they  will  take  7  crops.  Of  lime  they  ufe  no  . 
great  quantity  1  but  when  they  do,  lay  50  barrels  aix 
licrei  Mr;  Mahon  compared  different  quantities  of 
it,  from  50  to  100^  and  the  more  he  Uid  the  better, 
but  the  lime-ftone  gravel  much  fuperior.  About 
Suokeftown^  Mr*  Mahon  can  have  turf  in  one  hole 
and  lime-ftone  in  ^other^  and  be  burns  it  in  arched 
kilns,  witji  feveral  eyes,  and  200  barrels  of  lime  to 
each  eye  5  it  burns  in  60  hours,  each  eye  t^Jccs  lo 
clamps  of  turf,  at  4s.'  including  drawing,  eachclamp 
30  kiflxesi  Quarrying,  breaking,  burning,  filling, 
building  and  emptying,  2I;  an  eye,  or  4I.  for  .^^90 
barrels  jroach^  or  about  5d.  a  barrel.     1'hey  have 

Vol,.  L  S  both 
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both  white  and  grey  marie  under  the  bogs,  the  light 
fort,  but  the  gravel  and  fandy  lime-ftone  is  fo  much 
better  that  nobody  ufes  it.  They  plough  with  4 
horfes,  2  and  2  a-breaft.  Mr.  Mahon,  with  2  a- 
breaft  by  boys,  taught  by  a  ploughman  he  had  from 
Bury  in  Suffolk,  who  by  ploughing  in  that  manner^ 
without  a  driver  and  with  a  Suffolk  plough,  did  as 
much  in  one  day  as  the  country  people  in  three :  by 
teaching  lads  fof  Mr.  Mahon  and  his  neighbours,  he 
Was  the  means  of  very  much  improving  the  tillage  of 
the  neighbouiiiood.  Land  fells  at  21  and  22  years 
purchafe :  k  let  within  3  or  4  years  at  5  per  cent, 
lefs  than  15  years  ago,  but  it  is  now  riiing^  Tythes 
are  fometimes  taken  ivt  kind,  but  more  commonly  let  * 
to  the  farmer.  Wheat  8s#  Flax  8s#  Oats  3s*  Biir- 
ley  and  bere  8$.  Much  land  let  to  thofe  who  do  not 
occupy  it,  but  who  re-^Iet  it  to  others  at  an  advanced 
rent. 

The  linen  manufaftare  of  fpifining  is  fpread  not 
only  through  Rofcommon,  but  all  Connaaght,  anfd 
in  Rofcommon  they  raife  flax  enough  for  their  own 
ufe  5  weaving  is  creeping  in  by  degrees,  about  a  twen- 
tieth part  of  their  yarn  is  woven  in  the  country,  into 
iinens  of  1.0  or  12  hundred,  aiid  flieetings  half  quar- 
ter wide,  at  iod«  to  is#  4^d.  a  yard.  The  yarn  fptfn 
is  moftly  2  hank  yarn.  A  woman  will  fpin  6  hanks 
a  week,  of  4  hank  yarn,  at  4d.  aharik,  4d.  a  day  by 
4  hank  yarn,  and  3d*  a  day  by  2  hank  yarn.  The 
people  are  upon  the  increafe,  but  not  much  ^  they  arc 
better  fed  than  20  years  ago,  and  better  cloathed,  but 
not  more  induftrious^  or  better  hotrfed.  They  live 
on  potatoes  and  milk,  and  butter.  Scarce  any  but 
what  keeps  a  cow  or  two ;  they  are  not  allowed  to 
keep  pigs  in  general^  bat  many  will  atolerabk  quan* 

tity 
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(jty  of  poultry.  The* rent  of  i  acre,  and  a  houfe,  is 
20s.  the  grafs  of  a  cow,  ih  2Si  The  men  dig  turf, 
and  plant  potatoes,  atid  work  for  their  landlord,^  and 
the  women  pay  the  rent  by  fpinningi  There  has 
been  a  gre&t  rife  in  prices^  butter  one-third,  oeef 
one-fourth,  poultry  one^half.  Price  of  a  car  il.  145. 
a  plough  lOSi  6d.  Oak  timber  3I.  3s.  to  5L  a  toii« 
afli  ditto  2I.  to  3I.  elm  ditto.  A  miid  cabbin  5I.  58. 
ditto  ftone  and  (late  15I.  A  mafon's  perch  of  a  wall 
j\.st  Near  Caftle  Plunket,  a  bog  of  Mr.  Arthur  Ir- 
vin's,  let  at  ih  2S.  gd.  a  perch,  160I.  per  acre,  it  is 
21  de?p  of  fine  turf. 

Mr/  MaKon's  woods  are  all  of  his  own  pilahting^ 
and  having  bcftdes  100  acres^  a  vaft  number  of  hedge- 
rows well  planted  round  many  inclofiires,  which  join 
thofe  woods,  they  all  take  the  appearance  of  uniting 
into  one  great  range  of  plantations,  fprcading  on 
each  fide  the  houfe.  It  is  one  of  the  (Irongeft  inftan-*^ 
ces  of  a  fine  fhade  being  fpeedily  formed  in  th6  midft 
of  a  bleak  country  that  I  have  any  where  met  with^ 
being  a  perfed  contraft  to  all  the  neighbourhoods 
He  began  35  years  ago  with  afii,  which  trees  are  now 
70  to  80  feet  high. 

But  the  generality  of  the  plantations  are  from  17 
to  30  years  oldy  and  are  for  th:*t  agcy  I  think,  the 
fineft  woods  I  ever  faw ;  they  cor^ift  of  aih,  oaky 
Englifh  and  French  elm,<  beech,  maple,  fpruce^ 
Scotch  and  filver  fir,  Urchy  &c.  Of  all  thefe  the 
beech  are  the  fineft  treesy  and  of  the  grcateft  growth  y 
many  of  them  3  ^d  4  feet  in  circumference^  and 
30  to  40  feet  high.'  The  bark  is  bright  and  beauti- 
ful, and  every  tree  gives  the  firongeft  figns  of  agree- 
ing perfectly  with  the  foil.     One  very  particular  oir- 

S  2  cumftaq^ 
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cumftancc  of  this  tree,  Mr.  Mahbn  tried,  which  He* 
fcrves  the  attei)tion  of  thofe  who  liavc  deer  j  he  made 
a  plantation  of  all  forts  of  foreft  trees  in  his  park,  in 
crder  to  fee  hoW  far  the  deer  would  let  them  cf- 
cipe :  they  eat  lip  every  trtt  he  planted^  the  bcec^ 
alone  excepted^  not  one  of  which  did  they  touch 
either  leaf,  branchy  or  bark;'  it  IJras  i8  years  ago, 
and  they  are  all  now  as  fine  trees  as  ever  were  ftcn^ 
Next  to  the  beech^  the  largeft  ti-ce  Is  the  filver  fir, 
of  which  he  has  many  in  20  years>  of  a  great  fize. 
After  this  the  oak,  which  thrives  Sidmlrably  well  j 
then  the  Engliih  elm^  Bat^  the  tree  which  outgrows 
thefe  and  eVery  other,  be  has  planted  but  5  years,  it 
is  the  Lombardy  poplar^  The  growth  almoft  exceeds 
belief !  Jh  5  years  they  are  35  feet  high,  and  I  faw 
many  of '2  years  old  12  feet.  His  hedge-rows,  Mr. 
Mahon  has  planted  with  uncommon  attention,  the 
ditches  are  fingle,  with  a  rOw  of  trees  among  or  above 
the  quickj  another  row  on  the  back  of  the  bank, 
and  a  third  on  the  brow  of  the  drtch  ;  thefe,  with 'a 

•  lofty  growth  of  the  quick,  form  fo  thick  a  (belter, 
that  one  cannot  fee  through  it,  fo  that  almoft  every 

'  inclofure  has  the  appearance  of  a  field,  ftirrounded 
by  a  Wood.  Of  thefe  inclofures  thus  planted,  he  has 
16  from  6  to  20  acres  each.  Mr.  Mahop's  breed  of 
both  cattle  and  flieep  are.  improved  by  a  bull  and  s 
tup,  which  be  bought  of  Mr.  Bakewell ;  and  had 
bred  from  them  with  great  fuccefs.  He  is  in  the 
fucceiSori'  fyftetn,  which  is,  buying  in  a  certaiii 
number  <5f  yearlings  every  year,  and  killing  the  fame 
numbisr  fat,  from  5  to  7  years  old  :  but  in  common 
they  are  only  kept  till  4  or  5.    " 

At  Clonells,  near  Caftlerea,  lives  O'Connor,  the 
dlreft  defcendant  of  Roderick  O'Connor,  who  was 

king 
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kingqf  Connaiight  700  years  ^go;  there  is  a  monu^ 
ment  of  him  in  Rofcommon  ^hurch,  with  his  fcep« 
ter,  &Q.  I  was  told  as  a  certainty,  that  this  family 
were  here  long  before  the  coming  of  the  Milefians. 
The  pofleffions  formerly  fo  great  are  i educed  to  3  or 
400I.  a  year,  the  family  having  fared  in  the  revo- 
lutions of  fo  many  ages,  much  worfe  than  the 
P'Neils  and  O'Briens.  The  common  people  pay 
him  the  greateft  refpe£l,  and  fend  him  prefents  of 
cattk,  &c.  upon  various  occafions.  Theyconfider 
liim  as  the  prince  of  a  people  involved  in  one  com^* 
mon  ruin. 

« 
Another  great   family  in  Coniftiught  is  Mac-* 

dermot^  who. calls  hjmfelf  prince  of  Coolavinj.he 

lives  at  Coolavin  in  Sligo,  and  though  he  has  noj 

;above  ioqI.  a  year,  will  pot  admit  his  children  to  fir 

down  in  his  p^efence.     This  was  certainly  the  cafe 

with  his  father,  and  fome  aflured  me  even  with  the 

prefent  chief.     Lord  KingAorough,  Mr.  Ponfonby, 

Mr.  O'Hara,  Mr.   Sandfprd>  &c    came  to  fee  hini^ 

and  bis  addrefs  was  curious  :   *'    0*Hara !  you  are 

*'  welcome.     Sandfprd^  J  am  glad  to  fee  your  mother^ s 

♦*  fin:  (his  mother  was  an  O'Brien).     As  to  the  fefl 

•*  of  ye^    come  in  as  ye  can,*^      Mr.    O'Hara,    of 

Nymphsfield,  is  in  polTeffion  of  a  confiderable  eftate 

in  Sligo,  which  is  th^  remains  of  great  poflfei&ons 

they  had  in  that  country  :  he  is  one  of  the  few  de* 

fcendants  of  the  Milefian  race. 

Since  the  bounty  on  the  inland  carriage  of  corn 
to  Dublin,  much  is  fent  from  the  county  of  Rof- 
commoHj^and  jeven  farther  from  Sligo  and  Mayo*} 
and  this  bufmel^  of  carriage  was  mentioned  to  me  as 
ji  proof  of  the  great  excellency  of  the  Irifli  car, 

S  3  "X'hey 
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They  carry  from  gcwt,  to  i2cwt,  with  a  fingle  horfe 
that  is  not  worth  above  5I.  The  diftance  from 
hence  js  67  mi}es,  and  they  are  nine  days  going  and 
returning:  they  cpme  back  loaded,  For  i6s.  3d/ 
they  will  carry  a  load  of  any  thing  to  Dublin  withr 
put  the  advantage  pf  the  bounty. 

August  23d,  leave  5trokeftown,  and  take  the  roa4 
to  Elphin,  through  a  country  principally  flieep-r 
walks;  the  foil  dry  found  gravel,  and  ftoney  land, 
Waited  on  the  bifhop,  who  was  fo  obliging  as  to 
procure  me  feveral  valuable  particulars  concerning 
the  nci^hbourh^d, 

His  LordOilp  fliewed  me  the  particular  of  hU 
bifhoprick,  which  confifts  of  very  largp  tra£ts  of 
)and  both  in  JRofcommon  apd  Sligo,  from  this  the 
rental  appears.  The  total  of  his  particular  are, 
18,2^3  profit?ible  ^res,  5,3^2  uprofi table.  Rent 
1,7421.  Fines  i,2i61..  23,000  acres,  let  for  1,742!, 
muft  neceffarily  be  very  moderate,  Refpeding  fheep-* 
walks^  the  following  is  an  account  of  what  a  farm 
of  1000  acres  is  on  an  average^  2000  Iheep  kept 
worth  145,  100  bullocks,  that  is,  69  two  year  6lds, 
and  40  three  year  olds. 

ANfiiyAL  5ai.e, 

£.    s.   d. 

y>0  wethers,  at  20s.  to  24s,   -         r        550    o    o 

IOC  culled  ewts,  at  IBs.  -        *^        ■?  40    q    o 

jiooo  fleeces,  jlb.  at  lod,  averjigc       -        416    0    o 

That  is  los.  a  head  .-  -  -  1006  o  0 
Profit  on  100  young  cattlp       -        -        200    o    o 

J206     0     o 

jSrought 
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Brought  forward        -        -  / 
20  acres  grafs  potatoes  let  at  3I.  3s.  to 

4I.  fay     -         -         -         -         - 
ip  acres'hieadow  foldfat  50s,    - 
5  fillies  and  colts,  at  61. 
30  acres  of  wheat,  here  and  oats,  at  5I. 
10  acres  flax  let  at  3L  to  41.     • 


i' 

i. 

d. 

1206 

0 

0 

70 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

30 

0 

0 

ISO 

0 

0 

35 

0 

0 

£;£P£KC£S. 

1516 

0 

0 

Rent 

f 

-        •        - 

^ 

7S0 

0 

0 

Ccfs 

- 

-            T            • 

- 

30 

0 

0 

10  men     * 

- 

• 

80 

0 

0 

Wear  and  tear 

- 

-         -         - 

•- 

10 

0 

0 

Intereft  2000I. 

ftock,  at  6  per  cent. 

- 

120 

0 

0 

Tythe      . 

- 

r 

- 

40 

0 

0 

LoiTes  on  ftoek 

3s- 

a  head  on  fheep 

•*        «•        w 

■p 

100 

0 

0 

1 130 

0 

0 

Produce  - 

1516 

0 

0 

Expences 

*m 

•»        *        i# 
1 

1130 

0 

0 

Profit 

386 

0 

0 

Farms  in  general  are  from  joo  to  1500  acres ; 
and  rents  from  12s.  to  15s.  an  acre.  Ten  years  ago 
flocks  amounted  to  9  or  10,000,  but  now  not  above 
2000.  Average  rent  of  the  whole  county  lOs.  From 
Elphin  towards  Kingfton,  efpecially  near  the  latter, 
the  foil  ranks  among  the  fineft  I  have  any  where 
feeHf     It  is  a  dry  found  mellow  fandy  loam,  deep  and 

S  4  very 
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very  rich,  the  herbage  excellent.     1%  is  generally 
lender  fiieep^  with  maiiy  bullocj^s. 

To  Lord  Kingfton's,  to  yrhom  I  had  a  letter,  but 
unfortunately  for  me  he  was  at  3paw,     Walked  dowi^ 
to  tongford  hill,  to  view  the  lake ;  it  is  one  of  the 
mpft  delicioqs  fcepes  I  ever  b^heM,  the  extent  five 
niiles  by  four,  filling  the  bottom  of  a  gentle  valley 
almoft  of  a  circular  form,  bounded  very  bpldly  by 
the  mountains.     Thofe  to  the  left  rife  in  ^  noble 
flope ;  they  lower  rather  in  front,  and  let  in  a  view 
of  Strand  mountain,  near  Sligo,  above  20  rtiiles  off. 
To  the  rights  you  look  over  a  fmall  pa^t  of  a  bog  to 
a  large  extent  of  cultivated   hill,    with  the    blue 
mountains  beyond.     Were  this  little  piece  of  bog 
planted,  the  view  would  be  more  complete  ;  the  \x\M 
on  which  you   (hand   has  a. foliage  of  well-grown 
trees,  which  form  the  fouthern  feore.     You   look 
down  on  fix  iflands,  all  wooded,  apd  on  a  fine  pro- 
montory to  the  left,  which  (hoots  far  into  the  lake. 
Nothing  can  be  more  pleafmg  than  their  uncommon 
variety  ;  the  firft  is  fmall,   (Rock  ifl^nd)  tufted  with 
tr^es,  under  the  |hade  of  which  is  an  antieiit  build-, 
ing,  once  the  rcfidenceof  Macdermot.     The  next  a 
mixture  of  lawn  and  wood  j  the  third,  which  apr 
pears  to  join  this,  is  of  a  darker  (hade,  yet  not  fo 
thick  but  you  fee  the  bright  lawn  under  the  trees, 
(loufe  inland  is  one  fine  thick  wood,  yrhich  admits 
not  a 'gleam  of  light,  a  contrail  to  the  filver  bofotn  of 
the  lake.     Church  ifland  is  at  a  greater  dillance  | 
this  is  alfo  a  clump,  and  ri(es  boldly,     i^ook  ifiaii^ 
is  of  wood ;  it  opens  in  the  center,  and  (hews  ^ 
lawn  v^ith  a  building  on  it.     It  is  impofllble  to  ima^r 
gine  a  more  pleafing  and  chearful  fcene.     PafTed'the 
ghapel  to  l^mithfield-hill,    which  ;s  a  fine    rifing 

|ro^(^d, 
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grDund,  quite  fufroundedwitliplantatioiitf }  fromlieiioe 
the  view  is  changed  j  here  the  pfomontory  appears 
very  bold,  and  over  its  neck  you  fee  another  wooded 
ifland,  in  a  fine  fituation*  Nothing  can  be  flwore  pic- 
turefque  than  Rock-ifland,  its  ruin  overhung  with 
ivy.  The  others  aflume  fre()i  and  varied  outlinei^ 
and  form  upon  the  whole  one  of  the  moft  luxuriant 
fcenes  I  have  met  with. 

The  views  of  the  lake  and  environs  are  pleafing  as 
you  go  to  Boyle  i  the  woods  unite  into  a  large  mafs, 
and  contraft  the  bright  {hect  pf  water  with  their 
dark  ihades. 

The  lands  s^bout  Kingfton  arc  very  fine,  a  rich, 
dry,  mellow,  fandy  loam,  the  fineft  foil  that  I  have 
feen  in  Ireland,  iall  grafs,  and  covered' with  '9^ry  fine 
bullocks,  cows,  and  (heep.  The  farms  rife  to, 500 
acres,  and  are  generally  in  divifions,  parted  by  ftone 
walls,  for  oxen,  cows,  young  cattle,  and  flieep  fe- 
parate.  Some  of  the  lands  will  carry  an  ox  and  a 
^ether  per  acre  j  rents  15s.  to  20s. 

Dined  at  Boyle,  and  took  the  road  to  Ballymoat; 
proffed  an  immenfe  mountain  bog,  where  I  flopped 
and  made  inquiries ;  found  that  it  was  ten  miles 
long,  and  three  and  a  half  over,  containing  35  fquare 
miles ;  that  lime-ftone  quarries  were  around,  and  in 
it,  and  lime-ftone  gravel  in  many  plates  to  be 
found,  and  ufed  in  the  lands  that  join  it :  in  addition 
fp  this  I  may  add,  that  there  is  a  great  road  croiUng 
jt.  35  miles  are  22,400  acres.  What  an  immenfe. 
field  of  improvement !  nothing  would  be  eafier  than 
^o  drain  it,  vaft  tracks  of  land  have  fuch  a  fall,  that 
fXQt  a  drop  p(  water  could  fciqain.    Thefe  hilly  bogs 
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nxt  extremely  different  from  any  I  have  feen  in  Eng- 
land. Iq  the  moors  in  the  Norths  the  hills  and 
mountains  are  all  covered  with  heath,  like  the  Irifh 
bogs,  but  they  are  of  various  foils,  gravel,  fhingle, 
moor,  &c.  and  boggy  only  in  fpots,  but  the  Irilh 
bog  hills  are  all  pure  bog  to  a  great  depth,  without 
the  leaft  variation  of  foil  j  and  a  bog  being  of  a  hilly 
form,  is  a  proof  that  it  is  a  growing  vegetable  mafs, 
and  not  owing  merely  to  ftagnant  water«  Sir  Lau-' 
rence  Dundafs  is  the  principal  proprietor  of  this. 

Reached  Ballymoat  in  the  evening,  the  refi* 
dence  of  the  Hon*  Mr.  Fitzmaurice,  where  I  cxpe£hed 
great  pleafure  in  viewing  a  manufactory,  of  which  I 
heard  much  fince  I  came  to  Ireland.  He  was  fo 
Icind  as  to  give  me  the  following  account  of  it,  in 
the  moft  liberal  manner  : 

Twenty  years  ago  the  late  Lord  Shelburne  came 

to  Ballymoat,  a  wild  uncultivated  region,  without 

Induftry  or  civility,  and  the  people  all  lonan  catholics, 

without  an  atom  of  a  manufat^ure,  not  even  fpinning. 

In  order  to  change  this  ftate  of  things,  his  Lordfhip 

contrafted  with  people  in  the  North,  to  bring  pro- 

teftant  weavers,  and  eftabliih  a  manufaftory,  as  th« 

only  means  of  making  the   change  he  wiflied ;  this 

was  done,  but  falling  into  the  hands  of  rafcals,  he 

loft  5000I.  by  the  bufinefs,  with  only  17  proteftant 

families,  and  26  or  27  looms  eftablifhed.     Upon  his 

death.  Lady  Shelburne  wiflied  to  carry  his  fcheme 

into  execution,  and  to  do  it,  gave  much  encourage*- 

hicnt  to  Mr.  Wakefield,  the  great   Irifh  faftor  in 

London,  by  granting  advantageous  leafes,  under  the 

contraft  of  building  and  colonizing,  by  weavers  from 

the  North,  and  carrying  on  the  mapufaftory.     He 

found  about  20  looms  working  upon  their  own  ac- 

countj 
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count,  and  made  a  confiderable  prpgrcfs  in  this  for 
five  years,  raifing  feveral  buildings,  cottages  for  the 
weavers,  and  was  going  on  as  well  as  the  variety  of 
his  bufmefs  would  admi^,  employing  60  looms.  He 
then  died,  when  a  ftand  was  made  to  all  the  works 
for  a  year,  in  which  every  thing  went  much  to  ruin. 
Lady  Shelburne  then  employed  a  new  manager  to 
carry  on  the  manufacture  upon  his  own  account*^ 
giving  him  very  profitable  grants  of  lands,  to  encou* 
rage  him  to  do  it  with  fpirit.  He  continued  for  five 
years,  employing  60  looms  alfo ;  but  his  circum'- 
fiances  failing,  a  frefli  flop  was  put  to  the  work. 

Thei^t  it  was  that  Mr.  Fitzmaurice,  in  the  year 
1774,  determined  to  exert  himfelf  in  pufhing  on  a 
manufaftory,  which  promifed  to  be  of  fuch  effential 
fervice  to  the  whole  country.  To  do  this  with  ef- 
feft,  he  faw  that  it  was  neceflary  to  take  it  entirely 
into  his  own  hands.  He  could  lend  money  to  the  ma- 
nager to  enable  him  to  go  on,  but  that  would  be  at  beft  • 
hazardous,  and  cpuld  never  do  it  in  the  complete  manner 
in  which  be  wifljed  to  eftablifh  it.  In  this  period 
of  confideration,  Mr,  Fitzmaurice  was  advifed  by  his 
friends,  never  to  engage  in  fo  complex  a  bufinefs  as  a 
manufafture,  in  which  he  muft  of  neceflity  become  a 
merchant^  alfo  engage  in  all  the  hazard,  irkfome- 
nefs,  &c.  of  commerce,  fo  totally  diiFerent  from  his 
birth,  education,  ideas  and  purfuits ;  but  tired  with 
the  inaSivity  of  compnon  life,  he  determined  not  only 
to  turn  manufacturer,  but  to  carry  on  the  bufinefs 
in  the  moft  fpirited  ^nd  vigorous  manner  that  was 
poffible.  In  the  firft  place  he  took  every  means  of 
making  himfelf  a  compleat  mafter  of  the  bufinefs ;  he 
^ent  through  various  manufactures,  inquired  into 
(be  rninutiaei  and  tpok  every  meafure  to  know  it  to 

the 
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the  bottom.  This  he  did  fo  repeatedly,  and  with 
fuch  attention  in  the  whole  progrefs,  from  fpinnipg 
to  bleaching,  and  felling,  that  he  became  as  thorough 
a  Diafter  of  it,  as  an  experienced  manager ;  he  has 
woven  linen,  and  done  every  part  of  the  bufinefg 
with  his  own  hands.  As  he  determined  to  have  th^ 
works  complete,  he  took  Mr.  Stansfield,  the  engi- 
neer, fo  well  known  for  his  improved  faw-mills, 
into  his  pay  i  he  fent  him  over  to  Ballymoat,  in  the 
winter  of  1774^  in  order  to  ercA  the  machinery  of  a 
bleach^mill,  upon  the  very  beft  conftru^iion ;  he 
went  to  all  the  great  mills  in  the  North  of  Ireland  tQ 
infpe£l:  them,  to  remark  their  deficiencies,  that  they 
might  be  improved  in  the  mills  he  intended  to  trcSt, 
This  knowledge  being  gained  the  work  was  begun* 
and  as  water  was  neceiTary,  a  great  bafon  was  formed^ 
by  a  dam  acrofs  a  valley,  by  which  means  34  acres 
were  floated,  to  ferve  as  a  refervoir  for  dry  feafons, 
to  fecurc  plenty  at  all  times.  All  the  machinery  of  the 
tnill  is  perfedly  well  conftruded,  and  worthy  of  the 
artift  who  formed  it ;  in  general  it  is  upon  the  common 
principle  of  other  bleach-mills,  only  executed  in  a 
manner  much  fuperipr  to  any  other  in  Ireland,  but  in 
feveral  particulars  it  is  much  improved ;  a  waihihg-o 
wheel,  on  the  new  conftruSion  ufed  in  England,  is 
added  ;  beetlers  are  improved  in  their  motion  on  the 
cylinder,  by  giving  fomething  mpre  of  time  to  ^eir 
rebound ;  the  motion  given  to  the  rubbing  boards  Is 
in  a  manner  different  from  the  common,  and  in  ge-r 
Heral,  the  wheels  are  all  fo  proportioned,  that  every 
operation  may  go  on  in  the  full  velocity,  without 
•  one  part  being  ftoppcd  at  all  upon  account  of  ano-» 
thcr,  which  is  not  generally  the  cafe;  the  water 
wheel  is  alfo  formed  to  work  with  the  leaft  quantity 
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%f  water  poffible ;  all  the  works  going  on  with  no 
larger  quantity  than  will  flow  through  a  pipe  of  X 
nine-inch  bore.  Here  are  two  beetling  cylinders^ 
three  pair  of  rubbing-boards,  a  pair  of  ftocks,  a 
Walhing  wheel,  two  large  coppers  for  boiling  or  buck**- 
i|ig,  a  room  for  drying,  and  another  for  foldi-ng,  the 
whole  contained  in  a  wel!«-ercded  edidcei  Si  feet 
long,  by  28  feet  broad,  and  17  high. 

In  the  firft  year,  17749  not  haying  a  bleach-green, 
he  only  kept  the  looms  going„  to  fell  the  linens 
.green ;  65  in 'that  year  worked  1730  webs,  each  50 
yards  long  and  7-8ths  broad,  on  an  average  ten*^ 
hundred  linen.  In  1775,  the  number  of  looms  was 
80,  and  they  worked  2ifO  pieces  of  the  fame  Iiflen« 
At  prefent  the  number  is  90,  and  preparations  axie 
made  for  there  being  lao  by  this  time  twelvenionthl: 
and  Mr«  Fitzmaurice  has  no  doubt  of  having  300  in 
two  years  time.  In  eftablifliing  and  carrying  on  this 
manufactory,  the  increafe  has  been  by  weavers  from 
the  North,  for  whom  he  builds  houfes  as  faft  as  fae 
can,  and  has  many  more  applying  than  he  can  fupply 
by  building.  They  come  with  nothing  but  their 
families,  and  Mr.  Fitzmaurice  fixes  them  in  houfeSj 
finds  them  a  loom,,  and  every  thing  ncceiTary  f6r  thohr 
work,  and  employs  them  upon  his  oWn.  account  ^ 
their  rent  for  their  houfe  and  garden  being  propor« 
ttoned  to  their  idlenefs. 

The  full  rent  he  fixes  for  a  (tone  and  Hate  cpttage, 
thit  cofts  him  50!.  is  40s.  if  the  weaver  is  idle  j  but 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of  webs  he  weaves  his 
rent  is  lowered  ;  befides  which  encouragement,  he 
gives  premiums  for  the  beft  weaving  and  fpinnii>g 
ihroHghout  the  manufa£lory« 

Iw 
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In  order  to  (hew  how  far  this  fyftcm  of  employ^ 
rnent  is  of  importance  to  the  neighbourhood,  I  mzY 
obferve  that  the  80  looms,  befides  the  80  weavers^ 
employed  80  perfons  more,  who  are  ufually  women  i 
quilling,  warping,  and  winding )  the  quilling  by 
children  :  in  all,  80  men,  80  Vomen,  and  40 
children. 

The  2110  pieces  Worked  laft  yeat  confumed 
132,930  hanks  of  yarn,  at  63  to  eaph^  allowing  for 
accident  and  wafte,  which  is  fpun  here^  and  as  a 
woman  fpins  a  hank  a  day  (it  is  three-hank  yarn)  it- 
employs  at  300  days  to  the  year,  443  womenii 

1  SHOUlD  be  particular  in  reftn^ifkiHg,  that  all  the' 
houfes  he  built  for  the  weavers^,  hove  no  more  thaif 
half  a  rood  of  potatoe-garden  to  them^  Mr^  Fitz- 
maurice  finding  the^  a  cow's  grafs,  for  which  they 
pay  30s«  He  does  this  becaufe  he  would  not  wifh  tcr 
have  them  farmers,  which  he  thinks  does  not  at  a^l 
agree  with  their  bufinefs  of  weaving^  He  has  plan** 
ned  much  greater  works  y  has  procured  a  patent  for 
a  market,  which  he  defigns  to  eftablilh  ;  to  build  af 
large  handfome  msirket-houfe,  at  an  expence  of  loool. 
to  pull  down  all  the  old  cabbins  in  the  toWn,  and 
rebuild  them  in  regular  ftrects,  of  good  houfes,  for 
weavers  and  mechanics*  To  convert  a  large  houfe, 
at  prefent  ufed  in  the  maiQufa^ory,  int6  a  handfome 
inn  ;  a  large  houfe  for  a  mafter  weaver^  and  laftly,  x 
manlion-houfe  for  himfelf  in  the  ftile  of  a  caftley 
and  fui table  to  the  antient  ruins,  fituation,  arid 
grounds.  For  thefe  purpofes,  he  has  employed  Mr^ 
Paine,  the  architect,  to  give  defigns,  and  execute  the 
whole*     Thefe  are  great  works  for  the  ornament  an<f 

improvement 
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impfovement  of  a  country,  and  united  with  the  flou- 
rifliing  progrefs  of  the  manufadory,  promife  to  make 
Ballymoat  a  confidefable  place.  Too  much  prai fc 
cannot  be  given  to  a  man,  who,  in  the  prime  of  life, 
when  pleafure  alone  ufually  takes  the  lead,  fhould 
turn  his  attention  arid  exp6nce  to  objeds  of  fuch 
hational  utility  and  importance,  which  have  for  their 
aim,  the  well-being,  happinefs,  and  fupport  of  a 
whole  neighbourhood. 

It  may  be  of  ufe  to  ihform  thofe,  who  may  enter- 
tain thoughts  of  a  fimilar  eftablifhment,  what  the 
expence  of  thefe  works  have  been^  with  this  view  I 
tequefted ..the  particulars  of  Mr.  Fitzmaurice,  and 
they  are  as  follow  :  forming  the  refervoir  of  water, 
the  bleach-mill,  a  green^  a  boiling-houfe,  a  houfe  for 
the  mafter  bleacher,  and  three  or  four  houfes  for 
bleachers,  coft  in  the  whole  1500I.  of  this  160I.  was 
for  forWing  the  refervoir.  A  houfe  of  ftone  and  flato 
fuflicient  to  contain  a  family,  ;^d  four  looms,  coffs 
55I.  and  the  four  looms  81.  8s. 

In  order  to  fliew  the  full  expence  of  eftablifliing  a 
tnanufadory,  that  employs  100  looms,  the  following 
particulars  will  be  of  ufe  j  they  will  alfo  ibew,  that 
views  of  private  profit  have  not  aftuated  Mr.  Fitz- 
maurice  to  this  undertaking,  as  it  is  nothing  but  3 
very  fkilful  management,  or  fortunate  prices  that  can 
make  it  advantageous  to  a  gentleman,  whofe  views 
ought  to  be  more  diftant,  to  the  increafe  of  ufeful 
population,  and  thereby  of  the  rental  of  his  eftate. 
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The  blcach^'mill  and  green        ^        *     1500  a  d 

25  cottages  for  the  100  looms,  at  j^^L       1375  o  9 
Other  building  for  a  clerk  aiid  mafler 

weaver       *-.---       200  o  0 

a  GO  looms,  yard- wide  or  uiider           -       210  o  o 


Total  buildings^  &c.         -         •»      .   -     3^8^     o     6 
Intereft  of  that  fum,  at  6  per  cent<  for 

a  year        *         *         x.        *        «       1^7     o    o 
163,800  hank^  df  yarn,  at  63  to  each 

piece,  and  a6  pieces  to  each  loom^ 

per  annum^  at  5^d.  per  hank        ^     3924    7     6 
purging  the  yarn^  one  halfpenny  a  hank     341     5     d 

N*  B*  It  is  now  bid*  and  eveh  raif^ 
iag^  but  that  is  Ycty  high,  ^d^  is  a 
low  price* 
One  per  cent*  on  ditto^  3906  for  carriAg($ 

andexpences      ^        ^        -        -        39    o    d 
I'ay  of  100  weavers  at  3^di  a  yard  fco-  a 

ifn-hundred  cloth^  or    14$^   yd^   a 

piece,   fay   15s.  as  they  rUn  to  51 

yards^  2637        .        -        *         - 
Pay  of  a  maft^r  Weaver    -        o        * 
l^ay  of  a  yarn-buyer  and  for ter  -        * 
Needle^marking  2637  pieces^  at  id^  each 
As  to  bleaching,  the  faireft  way,  is  to 

fuppofe^    that    the    expencc?    of    it 

amounts  to  as  much  as  the  bleach-* 

ers'  charge^  which  is  i|d.  a  yard^ 

this  includes  the  bleachers'  profit^ 

6s.  4^d<  a  piece  -         -        -        -       846  id    6 


1977  15 

6 

100  0 

0 

25  0 

6 

10  19 

9 

Carried  over         -^         -  10,740  17     3 

Brought 
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£.      s.   d. 
Brought  forward    -        -         -  10,740  17     3 
Package  5s.    per  pack^  of  100  pieces, 

each  25  yards  *  *•  -  -  13  4  o 
Carriage  to  Dublin  20s.  a  pack  of  100  53  o  o 
Commiffion  to  the  Dublin  factor  %  per 

cent,  on  5274  pieces,  at  is.  3d.  a 

yard,  or  il.  7s.  id.  a  piece,  or  8239I. 

two  per  cent,  on  this  fum       -        -^     164  15    O 
N.  B.  On  fine  goods,   5  per  cent,  ow- 
ing   to  the    tedioufnefs    of   felling 

them,  and  5  months  crsdit  inftead 

of  2» 
Porterage  in  Dublin,  2s.  6d.  a  pack       -       6  10    o 


10,978     6     3 


Annual  JExpence* 


l^     s^ 

d. 

intereft  of  the  firft  ftock 

.     197     0 

0 

Yarn     -         -         -* 

-  3924    7 

6 

Purging  and  carriage 

-    380    0 

0 

Weavers 

-  1977  IS 

0 

Overfeers 

-    125    0 

0 

Marking 

10  19 

9 

Bleaching 

^    840  10 

0 

Package  and  carriage 

-      66    4 

0 

CommifEon     - 

-    164    0 

0 

Porterage 

6  10 

0 

• 

7692    6 

3 

Vox.  I.  T  As 
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£.  5.  d. 

As  the  money  is  turned  juft  t^^^^ce  ayear, 

half  this  is  to  be  charged  as  ftock'or  3846  0  o 

Buildinjgs 328*5  o  o 


Therefore  the   capital   for  the  under- 
taking is-         -         -         -         -7131     00 


Intereft  On  that,  itt  6  per  cent.  -         -       427     o  '  o 
Sundry  expenccs  on  5274  pieces  -     7692     o     o 


81 ig    o    o 


P  H  O  D  U  C  E. 

5274  pieces,  at  il.  IIS.  3d.         -  -     8239     ^    ^ 

* 

Expences         -         -         -         -  -811900 


Remains  -         -         •         -         -.120     00 


Hekce  there  appears  to  be  fome  profit  on  this 
account,  befides  all  that  is  on  the  bleaching  5  alfo 
the  rent  of  25  houfes,  which  maybe  reckoned  at 
lOol.  a  year.  » 

But  if  they  fell  only  at  il.  7s.  rd.  the  account 
would  then  be : 

£.  J.  a* 
Expellees  -  -  -  -  -  81 19  00 
Produce  5274,  at  27s.  id.      -         -         7141     o    o 

■  ^  ■■■■■■II        B^ 

Lofs  ------.  978    o    o 


Let 
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Let  me  obferve  upoit  thiS)  that  fuch  accounts  are 
never  accurate^  and  they  (hould  be  taken  rather  for' 
framing  general,  than;  particular  ideas^  At  firft 
fight,  it  might  be  thought,  that  proving  too  ntuch  in 
the  little  or  no  profit  of  fuch  an  undertaking,  is 
proving  nothing,  as  the  trade  could  never  be  carried 
on  ;  but  this  would  not  be  a  juft  conclufion.  The 
linen  bufinefs  is  not  condu6led  thus ;  the  drapers, 
who  are  bleachers,  purchafe  the  linen,  not  weave  it 
on  their  account ;  and  here  lies  probably  much  of 
their  profit,  they  take  advantage  of  the  variation  of 
times ^  to  ufe  a  commercial  term,  and  often  get  the. 
linen  under  its  fair  value ;  they  have  the  opportunity 
of  taking  advantage  of  all  temporary  neceflities  among 
the  weavers  ;  but  at  all  events,  they  know  to  a  far- 
thing the  value  they  can  give,  .  and  they  do  not  buy 
a  piece  more  than  fuits  them.  But  if  the  weaving 
was  done  on  their  account,  they  would  be  obliged  to 
make  the  linen,'  howevei  dead  the  market^  or  elfe 
have  their  men  idle;  Another  obfervatioo  which 
goes  generally  to  all  undertakings  of"  this  fort  is,  that 
the  uniting  in  one  perfon  the  feveral  branches  of  a 
manUf|£lure,  will  rarely  be  found  advantageous.  If" 
every  ftep  is  a  diilind  trade,  alone  occupying  both 
Capital  and  attention,  the  fabric  is  the  more  like  to 
thrive.  That  Mr.  Fitsimaurice,  with  great  aftivity 
-and  a  good  iinderftanding,  cari  make  himfelf  a*  mafter 
.  of  the  bufinefs,  nothing  but  contraftion  can  doubt ; 
*  but  I  quefti on  whether  the  n\oft  fagacious  draper  in 
Ireland  would  make  confiderably,  if  he  wove  the 
cloth  as'  well  as  bleached  it  \  hence  therefore j  the 
•pert  of  the  preceding. oaikolation  the  moft  applicable 
•to  gentlemen^  is  the  detail  of  the  expenditure  of 
.  3285I.  becaufe  for  that  -fiim,  ico  weavers  and  a 
bleacher  would  be  fet  to  work^  to  whom  the  landlord 

T  2  might 
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might  give  what  encouragement  he  pleafed  in  boun-- 
ties  per  piece,  made  and  bleached,  but  neither  the 
one  or  the  other  on  his  own  account.  After  all,  I 
fee  every ^eafon  to  aflert,  that  a  gentleman,  for  a  (hil- 
ling he  will  ever  make  bj  a  manufadory,  will  profit 
a  guinea  by  the  improvement  of  land  ;  have,  rafcals 
to  deal  with  in  one  line,  and  honeft  men  in  the 
other. 

F 

Mr.  FiTiMAURicE  obferves,  that  the  art  of 
bleaching  depends  fo  much  on  niceties,  and  not  a 
little  on  matter  of  opinion  in  the  drapers,  who  bay 
the  linen,  that  it  is  di^cult  to  lay  down  any  rules  for 
it ;  there  are  feme  points  however,  which  deferve  at- 
tention ;  firft,  in  refptSt  to  the  ufe  of  lime,  which 
though  great  chymifts  have  proved  to  be  perfe£Hy 
harmlefs  and  ufeful,  if  ufed  with  (kill  and  caution, 
yet  the  bleachers  pofitively  deny  the  ufe  of  it,  whether 
to  indulge  the  prejudice  of  the  common  people  againft 
it,  or  for  profit  in  making  the  worft  afhes  equal  to  the 
beft)  cannot  be  well  afcertained.  As  to  bucking  and 
boiling,  it  is  very  obfervable,  that  the  fineft  hnens 
being  made  of  the  hardeft  and  tougheft  fibres  of  the 
flax,  which  ftand  the  operation  of  fcutching  (which 
by  the  way  is  a  very  ftrong  reafon  why  the  fineft  linens 
fhould  be  incomparably  more  lafting  than  the  coarfer 
ones)  make  a  diftindtion  between  boiling  and  buck- 
ing, the  firft  is  the  moft  fevere  operation,  and  there- 
fore neceflary  for  the  tough  materials,  the  other  pro- 
per for  the  coarfe  and  weaker  ones.  But  they  are 
the  fame  thing  if  done  with  attention;  a  thorough 
bucking  is  equal  to  a  mild  boiling,  but  depending 
both  on  the  degree  in  which  they  are  performed. 
With  regard  to  rubbing-boards,  the  general  prejudice 
to  them  being  founded  on  faft,  can  only  arife  from 

the 
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the  bleachers  faying  foap  ;  if  ufed  in  a  proper  quan- 
tity, there  is  not  the  leaft  objection  to  them. 

Account  of  flax  about  Ballymoat.  The  greater 
part  of  the  poor  people  about  Ballymoat  allot  about 
half  a  rood  of  land  to  the  growth  of  flax,  the  rent 
ys,  6d.  this  is  fown  with  about  five  gallons  of  feed, 
medium  price  5s.  6d.  the  five  gallons.  From  break- 
ing and  fcutching,  the  above  yields  to  the  grower, 
from  84  to  112  cwt.  that  is,  6  to  8  ftone.  If  the  flax 
be  dried,  as  well  as  broke  and  fcutched  at  the  mill, 
the  charge  is  i6d.  a  ftone ;  if  only  the  two  latter,  it 
is  only  I4d.  or  if  fcutched,  only  lod.  After  fcutch- 
ing,  it  is  worth,  rough,  5s.  to  6s.  a  ftone. 

Dr.  Cr. 

Rent  ---076    Value  of  8  flone  2    op 
Seed    ---056 
Breaking,  drying 
and  fcutching    o  10    8 
Profit  for  labour  016    4 


00  200 


After  fcutching,  it  is  heckled  or  fplit  into  fmall 
pieces  of  different  qualities  -,  one  half  produces  the 
befl  fort,  which  is  fpun  to.  about  three  hank  yarn, 
that  is,  three  hanks  to  the  pound  ^  the  half  of  the 
remaining  half,  i.  e.  one  quarter  of  the  whole,  is 
called  hackled  tow,  and  is  fpun  into  an  inferior  fort, 
two  hank  yarn,  the  remainder  is  called  backings^  and 
is  fpi^n  into  the  coarfer  fluff,  of  which  is  made  fack- 

T  3  iog. 
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ing,  coarfe  iheeting  for  the  poor,  &c.  At  this  pe- 
riod the  weight  is  not  diminiflicd  above  41b-  in  the 
cwt.  and  the  beft  fort  is  worth  at  a  medium,  gd.  a  lb* 
the  fecond  fort  worth  6d.  and  the  coarfeft  about  i{d« 
after  payment  of  id.  per  lb.  for  the  two  firft  forts. 

Dr.  Cr. 

J[»   s>    d*  £.  J.    d^ 

Rough  flax     -200     561b.  heckled  of. 
Htekling  T     -070         beft  fort      -220 
Profit    -  -    -    o  12    0    281b.  at  6d,     -    o  14.    6 

Backings  -    -    o    3.   o 


2  19    o  2  19    o 


T'ME  hecklers  generally  travel  about  to  the  hoilfes 
of  poor  people  to  get  this  work  to  do.  Four  men 
will  be  taken  up  two  days  in  doing  the  above  quan-> 
tity.  Spinning  is  performed  by  women  and  children  ; 
one  diligent  perfon  will  fpin  about  one  hank,  con- 
taining 12  entSy  each  ent  having  120  rounds,  from 
two  yards  and  a  half  in  circumference  in  a  day.  If 
carried  then  to  market,  it  generally  produces  5d.  per 
hank,  or  a  do^en  to  the  fpinner,  and  is  generally 
bought  by  jobbers  or  by  poor  manufacturers.  Up- 
wards of  40,0001.  per  ann.  in  yarn  is  exported  from 
SUjgO'  to-Manchefter  and  Liverpool.  It  is  fuppofe4 
that  there*  is  as  much  yam  exported  raw  from  Ireland, 

w 

asrs  mamifa£hircd'  iir  it.  The  firft  ftep  taken  by  the 
manufafturer  is  to  flcep  the  ykrn  in  Itifcewarm  water 
for  a  day  or  two ;  ft  is  then  boiled  i«2  hours  in  a 
ftwng'  lee-  of  bartlla  aAes,  after  which  it  is^  Weached 
for  3  w^ks  or  a  month,  anSd  when  dry^  is  dreflfed  and 

foiftcned 
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foftcned  by  being  hung  in  a  frame,  and  rubbed  in  a 
clipped  flick,  after  whrch  it  is  forted  into  different 
degre^is  of  finenefs,  lirfl  by  weight,  and  then  by  the 
eye,  when  it  is  ready  to  be  delivered  to  the  weaver, 
with  the  reed  and  geers  adapted  to  manufafturing  it. 
The  grifl  or  finenefs  of  the  yarn,  determines  the  fet 
or  finenefs  of  the  reed  through  which  it  is  to  be 
wrought.  The  reed  is  divided  into  beers^  each  beer 
containing  ao  fplitSy  each  fplH  two  threads.  Thefe 
thready  are  called  thfe  warp.  The  threads  thrown 
acrofs  by  thp  fhuttle  are  called  the  wooft.  Five  beers 
are  what  i^  commonly  called  a  hundred^  the  number 
of  which  hundred  is  regulated  by  the  fkill  of  the  ma- 
nufa£l:4irer,  fo  as  to  make  the  cloth 'thick  or  thin  in 
the  breadth  :  and  the  number  of  thefe  hundreds  con- 
ftitutes  thie  finenefs  and  value  of  the  cloth.  N.  B. 
The  extremities  are  from  400  fplits  in  the  breadth  of 
one  yard  to  2500.  The*  rule  to  afcertain  the  true  va- 
lue of  any  given  piece  of  cloth-  by  infpeftion  with  a 
glafs.  A^ply  the  glafs  to  the  cloth,  reckon  the 
number  of  threads  in  the  warp,  which  are  magnified 
by  the  glafs,  and  by  as  many  threads  as  are  fo  count- 
ed, fo  many  hundreds  is  the  finenefs  of  the  cloth, 
which  hundreds  when  doubled,  and  half  of  the  firfl 
number  added,  i.  e.  10  threads  giving  as  many  hun- 
dreds, them  doubled  make  20,  and  half  added  25, 
Of'  fo.many  hanks  of  yarn  does  a  piece  of  cloth  of 
2dyar<lB  confifl  of,  fairly  and  honeflly*  made.  Learn, 
the  value  of  yarn,  add  the  weaving  and  bleaching, 
and  the  addition  gives  the  value  out  of  the  manu^^ 
factory. 


T  4  Jh 
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An  acre  here. 

Forty  gallons  feed,  is.  6d. 
Two  ploughings         -         -         ^         - 
Two  harrowings         -         ^         .         - 
Clodding,  four  women         -         •         - 
Weeding,  ten  ditto         -  -  - 

Pulling,  twenty  women,  a  day,  3d.  and 

diet,  3d.         -         -         -         -         - 
Binding,  four  men,  6d.  and  3d.  diet 
Carrying,  fix  horfes,  a  day,  at  is.  6d. 
Watering  and  fodding,  fix  men 
Taking  out,  four  men 
Spreading,  twelve  women 
Lifting,  tyvelve  women       -         ^  - 

Carrying,  two  cars  and  four  men 
Drying,  four  men  and  four  women    -    - 
Ti^elve  kiflies  turf,  8d.        -         -         - 
Beetling,  forty  women        -         -        . 
Scutching,  IS.  a  ftone,  fifty-fix  ftone 
Heckling,  8d.  a  ftone  for   the  flax,    id. 
per  lb.  for  the  tow,  4  lb.  of  the  firft  to 
the  ftone,  fcutched,  or  14  ftone,  heckled, 
at  8d.       -        -        7        -         -        -    o    9.    4 
Three  pound  of  tow  to  the  ftone,  168  lb. 

at  id.         -         -  -  -  -         o  14     O 

Rent        -        -         -         -         -         -        0160 


L 

J. 

i. 

3 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

9 

0 

0 

4 

6 

0 

X 

6 

0 

6 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

6. 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

8 

0 

I 

0 

0 

2 

16 

o' 

13  10    4 
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If  the  land  is  hired  ready  dreffed     -       -     11     8     4 
Kent        -         -         *"        -^         ^        -         200 

13    8    4 
This 
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This  if  a  cottar,  but  if  not  the  rent  is 

3I.  which  will  make  it       -        -       14     8     4 

Value  of  the  heckled  flax,  yd.  to  is.  aver-: 

age  9d.  a  lb,  or  12s.  a  ftone      -  r      8     8     o 

One  hundred  fixty-cight  pound  of  tow, 

at  6d. 440 

Six  pound  of  backings  jto  the  ftone,  336  lb. 
9t  one  halfpenny      -        -        -        rOi40 

13    6    o' 

Very  little  weaving  in  Sligo,  but  a  little  fcattered  / 
fpinning  every  where ;  the  women  earn  3d.  or4d.  ar 
day,  by  a  hank  a  day.     80,000 1.  of  yarn  laft  year 
exported  from  the  port  of  Sligo.     Price  of  labour,  • 
cottars  5d.  others  6d.     Heaps  of  weeds  burning  all . 
over  the  country  for  afhes  for  boiling  the  yarn,  by  . 
poor  people.    An  acre  of  weeds  has  been  fold  for 
61.  6s.     One  fixth  of  the  county  bog  and  mountain, 
the  reft  15s.  an  acre.     The  farms  rife  to  large  ones, 
that  are  grazing,  but  all  the  tillage  is  carried  on  by 
cottars,  or  very  inconilderable  ones.     The  courfes 
are  J  ' 

I.  Potatoes.     2.  Flax.     3.  Oats.     4.  Oats. 

I.  Potatoes.     2.  Potatoes. 

Barony  of  Corra,  the  beft  in  the  county ;  the 
hi^h  lands  all  lime-ftone.  Rent  about  Ballymoat, 
20S.  Potatoes  yield  26  barrels,  at  the  average  price 
of  fix  {hillings,  it  weighs  10  cwt.  Wheat  yields  fix 
and  a  half,  or  feven  barrels.   Oats  10  ditto.  A  great 

plenty 
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pkntji:  of  marlc,  and  lime-ftone,  and  limc-ftonc  gra* 
vel  in  all  the  country,  but  noqe  uf(p4  cy^ept.  by  ftxch 
a$,are  forced  to  do  it  hy  their  landlords.  Of.  tbefe  the  - 
moft  generally  ufed  is  the  limc-ftonc  gravel.  A  good 
deal  of  mountain,  improved  by  little  farmers,  by 
their  landlords  direftions.  John  Kelly,  a  little  cottar 
on  Mr.  Fitzmaurice's  eftate,  is  a  ftrong  inftance  of 
this,  and  his  mode  of  doing  it  has  been  by  paring  and 
burning,  and  fpreading  the  aftc^,  '  He  theii  puts  in 
potatoes  immediately,  gets  good  crops,  then  good 
oats,  and  would,  if  he  was  able,  fow  grafs  feeds. 

Sunday,  auguft  26th,   to  the  Rt.  Hon.  Jofliua 
Cooper's,  at  Mercra,  who  not  only  reeesved  me  with 
the  utmoft  politenefs^  but  was  fp  obligiiig  as  to  knd 
for  a  neighbouring  gentleman,    in   order  between 
tljem,  with  other  afliflance,  to  affwer  zk\  my  qucf-^ 
tions^  which  was  done  in  the  moft  attentive  and  fa^ 
ti«fa6lory  manaer^     About  that  pJace  the*  rein  of. 
land,  on  7m  average,  X5s«     Some,  of  the  mopxt^ins, 
that  are  not  lime-ftone,  let  for  very  little,  2s»  but 
the  lime-ftone  ones  are  good  land.  vmiyKiSallyy  and« 
yfeMalmoft  as  high  rent  as  the  reft  of  the  country. 
Farms  in  cultur-e   are  exceedingly  fnjaU;   the  poor 
people  divide  and  take  them  in  partnerfliip,  four  oi» 
five  to  a  plough  land  of  100  acfes,  but  they  fub- 
divide  down  to  five  or  ftx  a<iri6,  and  in  general  all 
the  tillage  is  done  by  thefe  little  occupiers.     There 
arc  fome  large  grazing  farfns  up  to  abov^  1 000  acres, 
which  are  under  flieep  and  bullocks.     One  feventh 
of  the' county  may  be  reckoned  bog,  and;  unimproved 
mbiintain,  and  the  other  6-7ths, /15s.     Miaytf  one* 
third,  perhaps  half,  bog  and  mountain,  and  two- 
thirds,  at  I2s.     Galway  more  than  one-third  bog, 

'  4.*..*,/  •• 
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mountain  and  lakes.     The  courfe^  of  crops  purfued 
here ; 

I.  Potatoes.  2.  [Barley.  3.  Oats.  4;  Oats. 
5.  Oats.  6.  Oats.  7.  Oats.  8.  Left  out  feven 
years  to  fheep, 

I.  Potatpes.  2.  Flax.  3.  Barley.  4.  Oats. 
5.  Oats.     6.  Oats.     7.  Oats.     8.  Oats.    9.  Lay 

out. 

I.  Potatoes.  2.  Flax.  3.  Barley.  4,  Oats. 
5.  Oats.     6.  Oats.     7.  Potatoes. 

I.  Potatoes.  2.  Barley,  which  is  the  heft.courfe 
I  have  met  with  in  Ireland,  Wheat  is  coming  in 
in  the  following  courfe, 

I.  Potatoes.  2.  Wheat.  3.  Oats,  4  or  5  years. 
Some  wheat  on  fummer  fallow.  Grafs  land  hired  for 
potatoes,  at  5I.  if  not  an  acre,  is 


Rent         ^         -         -         -         -         - 
Cefs         ...-•- 

Tythe 

Manuring  labour,  20  men,  and  3  horfes 

Seed,  thirty  pqcks^  each  6d. 

Putting  in  firf}:  digging,  30.  men^  at  6d. 

Second  covering,  fhovellihg  ditto     - 

Third  dittQ,  fifteen  men 

Weeding,  eiffh^t;  men         -  -  - 

Digging  up,  fix,ty  men  a  day 

Picking  and.  gathering,  one  lyian  to  four 

Carrying  home,  five  mea  and  five  hprfe^ 

Pickii>e  over  and  ihifting 
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Produce.  £•  ^'  ^* 

^)0  pecks,  56  lb.  each,  at  6d.  per  peck  710  o 

If  they,  which  is  very  common,  hire  ■■    ■>  w 

grafs  land  for  it,  the  r^ntis  41.  4s* 

on  an  average,  then 

Rent          -           -           -          -          -  440 

Ottier  exp^ncea  as  before          -            -  6    9  q 

10  13  a 
Produce. 

Three  hundred  and  fifty  pecks,  at  6d.      -  8  15  o 

Profit    -^       -  I  18  o 


Maky  are  planted  in  bogs  that  are  drained ;  they 
arc  the  firft  thing  they  plant,  manuring  with  both 
lime-ftone  gravel  and  dung,  tTie  firft  will  not  da 
alone,  but  very  little  dung  will  do :  the  crops  are 
fuperior  \n  quantity  to  thofe  from  any  other  laod„ 
they  will  get  50  pecks  more  than  from  the  grafs  land. 
They  feed  their  cows  and  pigs  with, them  when  plen- 
tiful. Mr.  0*Hara  of  Nymphsfield  fatted  many  bul- 
locks tvith  them',  and  found  that  they  did  exceedingly 
well,  or  barley  they  fow-a  barrel  per  acre,  which 
is  here  14  ftone,  and  get  on  an  average  14  barrels  an 
acre..  In  Terrera  barony  they  get  great  crops,  fomc- 
times  20  barrels  ah  acre.  They  fow  2  barrels  of  iz 
ftone  of  oats,  the  mean  produce  10  barrels,  fome  not 
above  5  or  6-  Of  wheat  they  fow  12  ftone,  and  the 
crop  6  barrels.  Every  body  fows  a  patch  of  flax  ;  a 
larming  cottar,  with  6  or  7  acres,  will  fow  6  or  8 
gallons.  The  quantity  of  feed  40  gallons  per  acre* 
The  value  fold  on  the  foot,  is  in  general  81.  and  the 
crop  is  calculated  that  a  gallon  of  feed  produces  a 
ftone  of  fcutched  flax,  or  40  'ftone  per  acre.    'The 

quaa- 
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quantity  of  wafte  improved  is  very  confiderable ;  it 
is  moory  mountain,  about  12  inches  deep.  In  much 
t>{  this,  immediately  under  the  moor,  is  a  thin  ftra- 
tum  of  wttat  they  call  lack-clay^  which  is  like  baked 
clay,  the  thicknefs  of  a  tile^  and  no  water  gets 
through  it.  Under  it  lime-ftonc  gravel.  Trenching 
the  land  for  potatoes,  breaks  this  ftratum,  and  lets 
the  water  through  at  once,  and  no  other  drains  are 
neceffary.  In  lefs  thari  a  century,  almoft  the  whole 
country,  as  well  as  Rofcommon,  was  a  moor.  The 
mode  taken  has  been  by  lime-ftone  gravel  chiefly, 
and  this  goes  on  fo  much,  that  the  moors  are  worth, 
a  confiderable  rent ;  the  crops  they  give  at  firft  are 
Very  great.  The  expence  of  gravelling  is  2I.  2s,  aa 
acre.  2000  horfe*loads  in  bafkets  on  their  backs  is 
the  quantity,  it  changes  the  nature  both  of  moors 
and  clays  intirely,  and  lafts  for  ever. 

In  this  country  there  are  large  trafts  of  grafs  land, 
which  will  rear  the  largeft  oxen,  but  will  not  fatten 
them  J  but  if  gravelled,  will  fatten  them  perfeftly. 
Lime  not  ufed  as  a  manure  in  common,  though  there 
is  an  amazing  quantity  in  the  country  ;  the  price  of 
burning  will  be  four-pence  halfpenny  a  barrel  of 
roach  lime.  A  barrel  of  turf  will  burn  a  barrel  of 
lime  J  a  barrel  of  turf  is  one-third  of  a  kifli.  Turf 
mold  laid  on  a  clay  meadow  will  give  one  good  crop. 
The  fyftem  of  cattle  is  various  j  the  graziers  upon 
good  grafs  buy  in  cows  in  the  month  of  may,  at 
3I.  I  OS.  average,  and  fell  out  in  november  and  06I0- 
ber,  at  a  profit  of  il.  los.  alfo  buy  oxen  3  year  old 
in  oftober,  give  them  coarfe  hay,  and  fell  them  fat 
or  in  good  order  the  autumn  following;  buy  in  at 
4I.  los.  and  fell  out  at  7I.  and  he  will  take  for  mea- 
dow half  an  acre  of  hay,  and  one  and  a  half  for 

fummer  ^ 
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Tuminer  5  beftdes  which  there  will  .be  one  fheep  anci  a 
*  half  per  acre  the  year  through,  which  will  pay  12s. 
Upon  worfe  land  they  go  into  the  fucce/lion  fyftem^ 
which  is  buying  yfear  olds  at  25s.  on  an  average  : 
tbefe,  at  4  year  old,  come  to  5  cwt.  which  is  the 
common  fize  of  the  county  :  kept  3  years,  and  fold 
them  lean  at  41.  ids.  but  thefe  fyff^ms  are  always 
united  on  the  fame  farm,  as  they  have  all  forts  of 
cittle  to  fuit  different  foils.     No  dairies. 

The  fheep  fyftem  is  not  of  confequcnce,  for  there 
are  fcarce  any  flocks  kept.  Twenty  years  ago  the 
baronies  of  Corra  and  Terrera  were  continued  fheep- 
walks ;  but  now  the  former  is  all  potatoes  and  barley, 
and  much  of  the  latter  is  broken  up,  fo  that  upon  the 
whole  tillage  has  gained  very  much  on  grafs.  The 
Iheep  there  kept  are  both  fattening  and  breeding; 
they  keep  their  lambs  till  three-year  wethers,  and 
fell  them  fat  at  i6s.  that  is,  18  lb.  a  quarter,  at  2d. 
a  lb.  The  ewe  lambs  will  be  kept,  and  old  ewes 
culled  and  fold  ofF  half  fat,  at  los.  The  fleeced  on 
the  average  of  the  whole  will  be  4  lb.  Mr,  Ormfby 
gets  8*  and  10  lb.  from  his  wethers.  Swine  increa- 
£ng,  no  pork  exported  from  Sligo  till  laft  year,  but 
now  they  are  getting  into  it.  Horfes  are  ufed  for 
tillage  only,  4  in  a  plough  abreaft,  and  fome  harrow-' 
ing  ftill  done  BY  THE  TAIL;  they  will  plough 
half  an  acre  a  day,  or  more  commonly  three  days  to 
an  acre.  Upon  wet  lands  they  plough  into  ridges 
arched,  but  never  water  furrow.  As  to  hiffng  and 
'ftocking  farms;  they  manage  fo  as  to  do  without  ca- 
pital ;  a  grazier  will  re-let  to  his  cottars  as  much  of 
his  land  as  high  as  he  can  •  enough  to  pay  his  rent 
or  near  it,  and  as  to  the  poor  fellow,  he  manages 

with 
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With  Very  little.     3K  per  acre  will  do  for  buying  tie 
cattle  for  a  grazing  farm. 

Land  iells  at  20  years  purchafe,  rack  rent.     The 
rents  are  lets  than  5  or  6  "years  ago,  but  are  rather 
rifing  at  prefent.,     Tythes  are   generally  taken  in 
Tcind  ;  they  are  let  to  tythe  proflors,  who  are  paid, 
wheat  8s.    Barley  6s.    Oats  4s.    Flax  8s.    Potatoes 
hone  tythed  inConnaiight.    Hay  fs.    Leafes  3  lives, 
or  31  years.     !Much  of  it  let  on  leafes  renewable  for 
^ver.     Middle  men,  who  occupy  none^  is  a  praflice 
declining,   but  not  gone  out.     Two  bolting  mills 
eredied,  which  begin  to  increafe  the  crops  of  wheat, 
andpromife  to  change  the  face  of  the  country.    The 
people  throughout  it  increafe  very  faft.     Their  cir- 
cumftances  in  general  are  infinitely  better  than  20 
years  ago;   they  are   cloathed   and   fed  better;  are 
miich  more  induftrious  ;  fpalpeens  going  from  hence 
decline  much,  and  will  foon  be  entirely  out.     Rent 
of  a  cabbin  and  garden  20s.    The  grafs  of  a  cow  30s, 
There  were  fome  emigrations  to  America,  but  not 
confiderable,  and  fome  that  went  are  come  back  again. 
The  religion  in   general  catholic ;    but  more  pro- 
teftants  than  in  any  other  county  in  Conhaught.     In 
the  baronies  of  Liny  and  Corra,  there  are  many  Mi- 
w  lefian  Irifh ;  in  Mayo  more  ftill,  all  of  the  Spanifli 
breed.     The  food  of  the  poor  people  potatoes,  milk, 
and  herrings,  with  oaten  bread  in  fummer ;  all  keep 
cows,  not  pigs,  and  but  a  few  poultry.     They  haVe 
an  abfolute  bellyful  of  potatoes,  and  the  children  eat 
them  as  plentifully  as  they  like.     The  average  price 
of  oatm«al  fomething  lefs  than  id.  a  pound.     All  of 
them  haive  a  bit  of  pabbages*     They  prefer  oat  bread 
b«Hh  to  potatoes  and  to  wheat  bre-ad.     All  afford 
whilky.     A  year's  turf  will  coft  a  family  30s.     The 

common 
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common  people  are  fo  amazingly  addided  to  thieving 
every  thing  they  can  lay  their  hands  on,  that  they 
will  unfhoe  the  horfes  in  the  field  in  the  barony  of 
Liny ;  they  are  alfo  lyars  from  their  cradle^  but  won- 
derfully fagaciouS)  cunning,  and  artfuL 

Within  id  miles  of  this,  in  Leitriiii,  is  a  great 
country  of  TOod  coal  near  the  furface^  but  for  want 
of  being  well  worked,  fells  at  7s.  a  ton :  and  near 
Ballyfodare  is  a  lead  mine,  but  not  worked  with  fuc- 
cefs,  though  very  rich.  As  to  the  linen  manufactory^ 
it  ha§  made  fome  progrefs ;  there  are  6  bleach  greens 
in  the  county,  and  there  are  many  weavers.  Spin- 
ning is  univerfal  in  all  the  cabbins.  A  woman  will 
earn  two-pence  halfpenny  at  it.  The  rents  are  moft- 
ly  paid  by  yarn. 

Mr.  Cooper  has  reclaimed ^  and  is  reclaiming  65 
acres  of  bog,  which  is  12  fe^t  deep,  and  was  fo  wet 
and  rotten,  that  no  animal  could  go  on  it  without 
being  fwallowed  up  :  much  of  it  had  been  fo  mangled 
and  cut  in  holes  to  get  turf,  that  the  levelling  in  or- 
der for  the  plough  was  put  out  at  il.  los.  an  acre« 
A  great  drain  was  made  round  it  9  feet  broad  at  top, 
10  deep,  and  quite  narrow  at  bottom,  and  thefe 
drains  were  repeated,  but  not  fo  large  at  the  diftance 
of  60  yards  from  each  other.  A  drain  of  9  feet  wide 
at  top,  and  6  deep,  cofts  lod.  tk  perch.  The  above 
drains  were  done  by  the  day.  In  one  year  after,  the 
bog  was  dry  enough  to  plough,  which  he  did,  and 
burnt  the  furrow  and  fowed  rape  :  the  crop  middling, 
eat  it  with  iheep.  The  fecond  year  ploughed  and 
burnt  it  again,  and  had  a  fecond  crop  of  rape ;  after 
which  another  year  of  rape  and  turnips,  and  it  now 
iies  with  the  graffes  that  came  of  themfelves  after 

thefe 
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tliefe  operations  :  it  is  but  indifferent,  except  in  one 
place  where  fome  lime-ftone  gravel  was  fcattered, 
and  there  it  is  good,  promifing  well.     Adjoining  the 
bog  is  a  wet  fpringy  bank  full  of  ruflies,  from  which 
Mr.  Cooper  apprehends  the  wdter  comes  that  breaks 
out  in  the  bog,  which  it  does  in  a  few  places^  for 
Want  of  the  furrounding  drain  on  that  fide  being 
completed.     To  fuch  as  have  bogs  to  improve,  he 
would  recommend  to  furround  the  fpace  to  be  im- 
proved with  a  drain  fo  deep  as  to  go  to  the  gravel, 
which  is  a  point  he  thinks  very  neceffary ;  as  when 
this  is  done,  if  there  is  any  fall  at  all  for  the  water^ 
the  drain  will  keep  open,  and  not  clofe  up^  as  it  will 
do  if  not  fo  deep,  for  want  of  a  hard  furface  for  the 
Water  to  run  on;     A  ytfar  after  thi^  work,  plough  it^ 
burn  the  furrow,  and  fow  rape  for  (hecp  food,  level- 
ling the  land  by  ploughing  and  burning ;  repeat  this 
till  level,  or  if  there  is  any  dung,  potatoes  are  much 
the  beft  crop,  and  will  be  a  great  produce.     As  foon 
as  the  land  is  level,  fow  oats  and  hay  feeds,  and  when 
there  is  a  flcin  of  turf  gained,  then  carry  on  the  lime- 
ftone  gravel  in  jireference  to  every  thing  elfe,  if  it  is 
to  be  had  :  the  effeft  is  fo  ftrong  as  to  change  heath 
to  white  clover  at  once  upon  drained  land.     The 
more  foapy  the  gravel  the  better :  and  Mr.  Cooper, 
from  experience,  knows  that  it  would  then  fet  as 
meadow  at  30s*  an  acre  as  long  as  it  was  kept  from 
returning  to  its  original  ftate.     As  to  the  quantity  of 
draining,  cutting  it  into  oblongs  of  300  yards  by  60, 
would  be  fully  fufficient :    thefe  have  laid  his  Bog 
dry. 

Turnips  Mr.  Cooper  has  cultivated  thefe  17  years 
regularly,  with  fuccefs,  for  ftall-feeding  oxen,  and 
has  found  them  of  great  ufe.     Cabbages  he  has  had 

Vol.  h  U  thefe 
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thcfe  four  years,  the  Scotch  fort.  Borecole,  an^ 
Reynold's  turnip-^cabbage ;  thefe  he  has  ufed  for  fat-^ 
tenihg  (heep,  an4  iVever  had  fuch  flieep  as  by  this 
means.  He  much  prefers  cabbages  to  turnips  for  alt 
tifes,  can  get  larger  crops,  wh^t  he  gets  goes  farther^ 
and  are  much  preferred  by  both  cattle  and  fheep ; 
after  them,  exceeding  fine  barley ,r  In  the  breed  of 
Cattle  Mr.  Cooper  has  taken  pains  to  improve  by 
means  of  a  Lancafliire  bull,  of  Mr.  Parker's  breed,, 
and  this  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  his  cattle  are  all  very 
fine,  large,  and  well  made ;  all  Lancafhire  long 
horns,  with  a  mixture  of  the  Stafford  and  Warwick.. 
He  ha$  alio  found  that  this  improvement  of  the  breed 
for  fatting  has  not  hurt  his  dairy,  for  his  cows  give 
$  quarts  of  milk  at  a  meal,  which  is  effeemed  very 
well  here :  for  fattening  the  breed  is  excellent. 
Oxen  he  has  ufed  for  tillage  i8  years,  inftead  of 
horfes;  works  them  in  common  yokes,  and  bows>4 
or  6  in  a  plough ;  but  he  thinks  that  four  horfes  will 
Ao  more  work  in  a  day  than  four  oxen  :  yet  find's  the 
latter  incomparably  the  moft  profitablcr  Mules  he 
finds  of  the  greateft  ufe*  They  are  much  longer 
lived  than  horfes,  hardier^  eafier  fed,  and  more  pro- 
fitable :  but  this  is  principally  applicable  to  the  fmal^ 
Iriih  muley  and  not  the  large  ones  from  Spaniih  afTes, 
which  are  not  fo  hardy,  and  more  liable  to  diforders. 
They  are  Aever  fed  fo  well  as  horfes,  yet  go  through 
more  labour :  and  are  much  fuperior  to  them  for 
carrying  burthens*  One  caution,  however,  fhould 
be  ufed^  in  relation  to  their  food.  If  wheat  ftraw  js 
cut  into  chaff  and  given,  it  will  kill  them  ;  the  late 
biihop  of  Elpbin  loft  all  his  mules  by  it.  Mr. 
Cooper  has  fattened  many  hogs  on  potatoes,  and  he 
has  found  that  raw  potatoes  will  fatten  them  very 
^ell,  but  the  fat  will  be  flabby  and  greafy ;  but  if 
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the  potatoes  are  parboiled,  and  well  fprinkled  with 
fait,  the  fleflv  will  be  firm,  and  perfeftly  good.  He 
once  tried  fattening  a  cow  on  them,  and  {he  did  ad- 
mirably, but  eat  fo  much,  that  at  the  very  loweft 
price  it  would  not  anfwer  to  give  them.  He  has 
improved  much  land  by  hollow  draining,  with  fods^ 
and  found  that  it  anfwers  perfectly. 

Sligo  is  the  only  lea-port  of  this  country,  and 
the  ftate  of  its  trade  may  be  taken,  as  no  bad  ex- 
planation of  the  improvement  of  the  country  around 
it  with  which  it  communicates. 

A  view  of  iht  dutUs  m  imptrts  and  exports  in  the  pert  of 
Sligo  fer  twenty  yearSf  ending  Lady-day y  1775. 


Years. 

1756 

1757 
1758 

^759 
1760 

1761 

1762 

1763 

1764. 

1765 

J  766 

1767 

1768 

1769 

J770 

«77i 


Imports. 

Exports. 

£.     s.    d. 

I- 

s.     d. 

i2o8  J I  4 

26 

11  7 

216  12  0 

15 

13  10 

425  10  I 

,  ^3 

II  II 

504  II  6 

45 

I  0 

518  9  8 

45 

6  '3 

384  19  4 

51 

13  0 

640  6  II 

73 

17  II 
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Mr.  Cooper  has  remarked,  that  the  great  improve- 
ment of  this  part  of  Ireland  commenoed  about  the 
year  1748,  and  that  rents  now  are,  to  what  they, 
were  before  that  period,  as  fifteen  to  fix.  Some 
farms  feodglit  in  1725,  at  5s.  6d.  an  acre,  and  twenty 
years  pur  chafe,  are  now  lett  at  i8s. 

August  26th,  left  Mercra,  and  went  to  Ballafa-*' 
dore,  when  I  had  great  pleafure  in  viewing  the  falls ; 
the  river  breaks  over  rocks  in  the  moft  romantic 
manner,  from  edge  to  edge,  in  many  falls,  for  the 
fpace  of  two  hundred  yards  before  it  comes  to  the 
principal  one^  which  is  twelve  or  fourteen  feet  per- 
pendicular \  tlie  fcenery  about  it  is  bold,  the  features 
of  the  mountains  are  great,  and  Knocknaree  in  full 
relief;  if  the  falls  were  through  a  dark  wck)d,  the 
fcenery  would  be  among  the  fiiieft  in  the  world. 

To  Tanrego,  the  feat  of  LeWis  Irwin,  Efq;  (who 
favoured  me  Vi^ith  feveral  articles  of  ufeful  intelli- 
gefice)  fituated  in  the  barony  6f  Tyrera,  which  is 
twenty-feven  miles  long,  and  cultivated  from  one 
and  an  half  to  three  in  breadth,  by  the  fea  fide;  lets 
fiom  I2S.  to  17s.  an  acre,  a  little  for  20s.  The  foil 
a  light  iandy  loam,  on  lime-ftone,  one  foot  to  two 
deep.  Farms  are  in  general  from  twenty  to  thirty 
acres ;  many  taken  in  partnerfliip,  four  to  eight  fami- 
lies take  two  hundred  acres* 

I.  Ma- 
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*    I.  Manure  with  wrack  for  potatoes.     2.  Potatoes. 
3.  Barley.     4.  Barley.     5.  Oats. 

I.  Potatoes.     2.  Barley.     3.  Oats.     4.  Potatoes 

again. 

I.  Potatoes.     2.  Barley.     3.  Oats.     4.  Lay  out 

for  grafs. 

No  feeds,  in  one  or  two  years  white  clover  will  come 
if  not  over-cropped.  For  potatoes,  they  lay  from 
100  to  150  horfe  loads  of  fea  weed,  mix  no  dung 
with  it.  Plant  twelve  pecks,  each  56  lb.  and  get 
twelve  to  twenty  fold,  that  is  144  to  249  pecks.  Of 
barley,  they  get  thirteen  or  fourteen  barrels  per  acre. 
Of  oats,  ten  barrels.  They  burn  vaft  quantities  of 
kelp ;  in  the  whole  barony  three  hundred  tons,  all  in 
fummer;  in  winter  or  fpring  they  nianure  with  it. 
The  brown  alga,  which  is  the  more  luxuriant,  and 
fuller  of  the  faponaceous  liquid,  they  don't  manure 
with,  thinking  it  too  ftrong  for  the  land,  burning  it 
up  as  they  call  it ;  but  if  they  would  lay  it  in  heaps 
till  rotten,  or  made  compofts,  neither  of  whicK  they 
ever  do,  this  would  not  be  the  cafe.  They  manure 
with  ijt  every  fix  or  feven  years.  Mr,  Irwin  fpreads 
it  in  his  pound  upon  a  ftratum  of  potatoe-ftalks,  and 
over  both,  one  of  turf  and  mould,  for  cat:tle  to  tread 
on ;  this  is  a  moft  excellent  praftice.  The  moun* 
tains  neareft  to  the  fea,  are  chiefly  (locked  with  flieep, 
and  farther  in,  with  young  cattle.  Upon  a  part  of 
thefe  mountains,  of  three  miles  in  extent,  whatever 
•iheep  feed,  are  immediately  killed  by  the  ftaggers, 
and  horfes  affected ;  there  is  a  good  deaV  of  lime- 
ftone,  and  the  land  is  dry,  and  to  appearance,  and  tn 
A<^>  good  i  it  fattens  bullocks  j  tjie  noxious  efFeft  is 

U  3  attri* 
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attributed  to  the  lead  mines,  which  this  part  is  ru|i«» 
pofed  to  be  full  of.     When  firft  afFe£led,  if  brought 
down  to  a  fait  marfb,  it  recovers  them  immediately^ 
Within  a  few  miles  of  Tanrego,  is  Glaneik,  and    , 
Loch   Alt,    fix    to  |ten   miles  broad,   and   twenty 
long,   one  continued  chain  of  mountain  and  bog. 
Three-fourths  of  Sligo  l^og,  and  uncultivated  moun- 
tain.    In  the  above  traft,  lime-ftone  every  vbere, 
in   fome  lime-ftone  gravel,   and  a  good  road  runs 
through  it  j   in  ?ill  this,  no  cultivation  or  improve-* 
ments.     Mr.    Irwin,    upon  a  part   of   this  coun- 
try, tried  about  an  acr«  of  boggy,  moory  mountain, 
to  fee  if  paring  and  burning  would  do ;  it  anfwered 
greatly,  ^nd  the  beft  potatoes  in  the  country  were 
there  next  year.     Lime  he  alfo  tried,  and  with  great 
iuccefs  i  he  did  this  in  order  to  ^ew  the  people  that 
their  waftes  were  improveable.     Upon  the  fea-fhore 
arc  immenfe  beds  of  oyfter-fhells,  which  are  burnt 
into  lime  for  building  and  plaiftering,  as  they  take 
much  lefs  fuel ;  thefe  hills  received  no  little  increafe 
from  all  the  gentlemen  of  the  interior  country  coming 
to  the  fea-coaft  to  eat  oyfters,  where  having  filled 
themfelves  fuiSciently   in  the  mornings,   they  got 
drunk  in  the  evening ;  this  was  in  the  tt»civilized 
times.     Moft  pf  the  gentlemen  of  this  country  were 
Cromwell's    foldiers,    and    many  Welch    families, 
Jones's,  Morgan's,  Wynn's,  &c.     Li  the  barony  of 
Tyrera  flax  is  univerfally  cultivated;   a  man  with 
twenty  acres  will  have  a  rood,  which  is  fown  vrith 
five  gallons  of  feed ;  all  the  females  fpin,  but  the 
number  of  weavers  is  inconfiderable.     Walked  down 
to  the  coaft  qf  Tanrcgo,  immediately  oppofite  Knock- • 
narec,  wi|ich  rifcs  very  boldly ;   the  bay  of  Batlyfa- 
dorc  con\Q^  up  under  it,  and  Ylanabaolane  ifland,  of 

five 
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five  or  fix  acres,  fo  rich,  that  it  will  fatten  nine  flieep 
an  acre ;  it  forms  Sligo  bay:.  • 


To  Sortland,  |:he  feat  of  — —  Browjne,  Efqj  to 
^hom  I  am  obliged  for  the  following  particutsurs. 

The  barony  of  Tyreragh,  black  mold  on  lime- 
ilone  6  inches  to  a  foot  deep,  lets  at  i8s.  on  an 
average.  The  farms  are  various,  generally  taken  in 
partnerfbip,  Which  is  found  a  moft  mifchievovis  cuf* 
tom,  and  4eftru£kive  to  ^11  good  hufbandry«  The 
courfe, 

I.  Potatoes  manured  with  fea  weed.  a.  Barley 
produce  15  barrels.  3.  Oats  10  barrels.  4.  Oats. 
Very  little  ever  laid  to  grafs. 

I.  Potatoes.     2.  Barley.     3.  Oats.    J^.  Flax  on 

Spots. 


f 


The  fea-weed  the  only  manure,  they  depend  i|j- 
^irely  on  it,  and  apt  to  do  that  too  much,  neglecting 
tother  parts  of  management.  The  circumftances  of 
,the  people  are  not  at  all  i|nproved  in  20  years,  they 
are  not  better  feid  or  cloathed,  or  in  any  refpeS  better 
off  than  formerly.  Nor  are  they  at  all  induftrious  ; 
even  of  fea-weed  they  do  not  make  ope  half  the  ad- 
vantage they  could,  tbe;y  might  get  an  htindred  loads 
where  they  get  one.  TJiey  increafe  in  number  very 
greatly,  fo  as  to  be  evidently  crowded  ;  this  has  been 
the  cafe  particularly  fince  inoculation  was  intro- 
duced, which  was  about  ten  years  ago.  They  live 
,upon  potatoes  and  milk,  and  for  three  months  in  the 
year  on  oatmeal.  Mr.  Browne  is  convinced  from 
every  obfervation,  that  the  potatoes  are  a  very  wholc- 
fome  and  nouriihing  food.     The  linen  manufacture 

U  4  con-* 
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confifls  only  in  fpinning,  which  is  univerfal  in  all  the 
cabbins,  fo  much,  that  they  are  affifted  by  it,  in  pay- 
ing their  rents.  They  earn  3d.  a  day  by  fpinning: 
one  pound  of  fiax  for  three  hank  yarn  a  woman  is 
four  days  fpinning. 

Within  a  mile  of  Sortland  is  a  vaft  bog,  which 

a  «  k 

ftretches  ten  miles  in  length,  and  two  or  three  oveF. 
It  is  a  black  one,  16  fpit  deep.  There  are  hillocks 
in  it  of  lime-ftone  gravel,  but  lime-ftone  is  not  to 
be  found  near  it  in  general,  though  not  fearched  for 
with  any  attention.  It  is,  however,  fo  cheap  here 
that  any  improvements  might  be  worked;  Mr- 
Browne  can  burn  i^  at  3d.  a  barrel  roach.  He  hires 
1 100  acres  of  this  bog,  of  Mr.  King,  of  Batlina,  ^t 
4I.  a  year,  though  he  has  not  improved  it,  has  no 
doubt  of  its  being  imprpveable,  and  remarks  that  he 
never  yet  faw  a  bog  that  had  not  a  fall  enough  to  drain 
by.  In  the  barony  of  Tyreragh,  there  are  a  few 
gi-azing  farmers,  but  not  many.  Mr.  Nefbit  is  the 
greateft,  he  forms  above  3000^  acres.  Not  a  third  of 
the  county  is  bog  and  mountain,  but  more  than  half 
Mayo  is  fo  :  average  rent  of  the  whole  county,  ex- 
clufive  of  bog  and  mountain,  i6s.  an  acre.  The 
Ihore  is  a  very  fruitful  one  in  fea  weed,  which  is 
burned  into  kelp  in  fummer  j  they  pay  a  rent  for  it 
by  the  ton  of  what  they  get. 

From  the  flate  quarry  to  Ennifcrone,  nine  miles, 
they  make  200  tons  of  kelp.  The  men  have  17s.  to 
20s.  a  ton  for  ferving,  making,  and  burning,  and  it 
fells  at  2I.  2s.  There  is  not  half  fo  much  ufed  in 
manure  as  in  burning.  It  is  made  all  the  way  from 
this  country  to  Galway.   Mules,  Mr.  Browne  thinks 

fupcrioi;^ 
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^perior  to  horfes,  for  carrying  back  loads,  but  mucli 
inferior  in  drawing  ploughs  and  cars.  They  are  fa 
loiig  lived,  that  the  age  is  fcarce  ever  aiked  when 
they  are  bought  \  they  will  live,  in  common,  in  full 
yrork,  to  30  years.  They  will  alfo  in  bog,  draw  out 
their  legs  infinitely  better,  though  they  go  deeper  in. 
From  100  ewes,  Mr.  Browne  fells  100  three  year  old 
wethers,  fat  at  i8s.  to  20s.  alfo  20  old  ewes  at  13s.  300 
fleeces  at  41b.  at  is.  or  45I.  Buys  in  yearling  bul- 
locks at  40s.  and  fells  out  at  7I.  gets  thereby  5I.  for 
keeping  two  years  and  a  half.  No  hay  given,  except 
in  fnow.  He  has  improved  20  acres  of  dry  moor 
from  heath  {erica  vulgaris)  it  would  not  yield  any 
rent,  but  now  would  let  for  15s.  an  acre.  The 
moor  was  one  foot  deep  on  lack  clay,  and  under  that 
a  loofe  gravel,  not  lime-ftone.  Marled  it  with  white 
marie  from  under  a  bog,  at  the  rate  of  150  bap:els  an 

.  tit  ^^  * 

acre,  which  coft  in  labour  5s.  fpreadit,  and  left  it  for  a 
year,  which  killed  the  heath  efiedlually,  then  ploughed 
it  twice,  and  took  two  fucceiSve  crops  of  potatoes, 
without  dung,  the  firfl:  an  extraordinary  one,  the  fe- 
cond  not  bad :  then  two  crops  of  barley,  which 
were  very  good  :  then  oats,  two  crops,  both  very 
good,  and  then  let  it  at  15s.  an  acre.  If  he  had 
ever  fuch  quantities  of  this  land,  he  would  never 
flop  from  the  improvement,  being  amazingly  pra-4 
£table. 

August  the  27th,  toBallyna,  where  I  experienced 
the  moft  polite  reception  from  the  Right  Hon.  Mr. 
King.  The  views  of  the  diftant  mountains  is  very 
fine  ;  the  country  is  almoft  encompaifed  by  them. 
Thofe  of  Donnegal  to  the  right,  a  great  ridge, 
which  feparates  Tyrer^gh  ^o  the  left,  >Iephin-noblc 

in 
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tn  the  front,  and  Knockaree  behind.  Manv  kilns 
far  drying  corn  in  the  road.  Paffed  three  miles  of 
paftur^ge  under  cattle,  before  I  came  to  the  river 
leading  to  Bally na.  The  views  there  are  beautiful^ 
it  ^reads  in  different  reaches.  That  of  Ballyna  is 
uncommonly  plealing  ;  the  river  gives  a  noble  bend 
to  a  few  rifing  grounds  on  which  a  part  of  the  town 
is  fecn  ;  beyond  it  the  bridge,  and  the  whole  crowned 
ly  th^  Kephia  mountain,  which  rifes  with  a  magni- 
ficent regularity  from  its  bafe,  and  is  one  of  the 
£neft  mountains  I  have  feeji^ 

« 

At  BaUyna  is  a  falmop  fifliery,  let  for  520I.  a 
year,  which  is  one  of  the  moft .  confiderable  in  the 
kingdom ;  generally  70  or  80  tons  faltcd,  befides  the 
Ireflu  Clofe  almoft  to*  this  fifhery  is  a  very  pretty 
and  well  planted  farm,  belonging  to  Mr.  Jones.  Ml*, 
lyindfay,  th6  owner  of  this  fifhery,  improved  16  acres 
of  heath  moor,  in  the  following  manner :  he  co- 
irered  it  with  lime-ftone  gravel,  at  the  cxpcnce  of 
30s.  an  ^acre,  left  it  two  years,  by  which  time  the 
Iteath  w^s  all  dead  y  then  ploughed  it  the  end  of  fum- 
mer,  and  in  a  month  b^rowed  it ;  ploughed  it>  and 
kairowed  it  igain  after  Chriftmas,  and  in  the  fpring 
Jet  it  p6  poor  people,  for  potatoes,  at  4I.  an  acre  ^ 
they  got  a  very  good  crop  ;  next  year  ploughed  it, 
and  let  it  for  a  fecond  crop,  reverfing  the  ridges,  at 
three  guineas.  After  this  barley,  and  got  a  good  crop^^ 
/owing  grafs  feeds  with  it, 

Mr.  Gore,  of  Ballyna,  had  been  mentioned  to  me 
-a«  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  farmers,  in  cattle,  of 
nny  perfon  in  Cannaught ;  he  was  not  at  home,  but 
his  fon-iu-lavv,  Mr.  King,  was  fo  kind  as  to  procure 

me 
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me  the  particulars  of  his  domain.  Mr.  Gore's  breed 
of  homed  cattle  is  fine.  Some  years  ago  he  fold 
heifers  at  50I.  a-*piece,  ^d  now  from  ten  to  twenty 
guineas ;  the  breed  not  declined,  but  purchafers  not 
<}uite  fo  mad  as  they  were.  Y:iearling  bulls  20  gui- 
neas. This  breed  he  got  from  Yorkfhire  30  or  40 
years  ago.  His  breed  of  iheep  is  alfo  excellent,  bet- 
ing much  improved  by  rams  from  England..  He  im- 
proves much  moory  land  and  bog,  generally  10  or  15 
acres  every  year,  by  lime-ftone  gravel  and  marie. 
Average  rent  of  Tyreragh  12s.  Walked  in  the 
evening  to  a  moft  noble  garden,  walled  and  planted 
by  MjC.  King  :  it  is  one  of  the  completeft  I  have  feeit 
In  Ireland, 

August  28th,  took  my  departure  from  Ballyna, 
and  waited  on  the  Bilhop  of  Killala.  I  wiflied  to 
have  fome  information  concerning  that  vaft  wild  arid 
impenetrable  trad  of  mountain  and  bog,  the  barony 
of  Erris.  His  Lordfhip  and  Mr.  Hutchefon  were  fo 
kind  as  to  give  me  every  particular  in  their,  power. 
The  only  cultivated  part  is  the  peninfula  called  the 
Mullet,  where  they  plant  a  good  deal  of  potatoes, 
barley,  and  flax,  by  means  of  fea  weed  ;  there  is  2I 
rabbit  warren,  the  ikins  of  the  rabbits  yielding  lool. 
a  year.  The  reft  of  it  is  without  cultivation,  ex- 
icept  in  fmall  patches  here  and  there  ^  it  is  fuppofed, 
generally  fpeaking,  to  be  without  lime-ftone  or  lime- 
iione  gravel,  but  probably  no  great  fearch  has  been 
made  in  fo  dreary  a  region.  It  is  no  eafy  matter  to 
j;et  in  or  out  of  it  in  winter ;  and  very  few  perfons 
ever  attempt  it  from  november  to  eafter,  having  im- 
paflable  bogs  in  the  way.  There  were  896  families 
ki  die  barony  in  1765,  400  of  which  are  inhabitants 

of 
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of  the  Mullet :  47  proteftant,  and  849  popifh.  Thd 
biihop  of  Killala  has  built  a  houfe  in  the  Mullet  for 
a  clergyman,  who  refides  there ;  the  living  is  between 
:50l.  and  6ol.  a  year,  and  40  acres  of  land,  which  the 
i)iihop  has  given  from  the  fee  lands.  This  may  truly 
be  called  a  fphere  for  content,  and  the  philofophie 
virtues  to  exert  themfelves  in  ;  there  is  not  a  poftr 
iraufe,  market-town,  or  juftice  of  peace,  in  the  whole 
barony,  which  is  alfo  the  cafe  with  another  barony 
in  this  county,  Coftello.  A  pQ(l-Iu>ufe  and  a  market 
are  excellent  things,  but  a  juftice  may  very  well  be 
difpenfed  with.  There  ar^  many  herds  of  fmall 
cattle,  ai|^  fome  flieep  kept,  which  are  Ibid  from 
thence.  There  is  not  a  tree  in  the  whole  barony  of 
Erris ;  a  man  going  out  of  it  to  pay  his  rent,  &c. 
his  fon  with  him,  a  lad  of  near  zo,  when  he  came 
near  Killala,  and  faw  a  tree,  ''  Lord,  Father  !  what 
^^  is  that?"  But  bare  of  wood  as  it  is  at  prefent,  it 
was,  in  t^e  fylvan  age  of  Ireland,  completely  co- 
vered :  for  in  no  part  of  the  kingdom  is  there  found 
more  or  larger  in  the  bpgs. 

Ths  barony  of  Tyrawly  is  among  the  beft  part^ 
pf  the  county  of  Mayoj  800  bullocks,  moft  of  them 
fat,  are  fold  from  it  annually  at  Ballynafloe  fair, 
yrhich  are  kept  here  from  being  year  olds,  and  fold  at 
^l.  The  quantity  of  tillage  is  very  inconfiderable,  but 
what  there  is  is  vaftly  improved  by  the  ufe  of  fea  weed. 
{^ands  near  the  fea  let  at  20s.  which  at  two  miles, 
^ypujd  yield  but  148.  merely  from  being  too  far,  as 
they  reckon,  to  carry  the  weed.  The  poor  people  in 
this  barony  are  not  improved  in  their  circumftances 
ill  1 8  years  paft,  that  the  Bifliop  has  refided  at  Kil- 
-iala.      There   is   fome    weaving,    fo  that   there  is 
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fca^ely  a  market  at  Ballyna,  or  Killala,  without 
fome  linens^  fold.  Spinning  is  univerfal  in  all  the; 
cabbins,  but  the  yarn  i«  only  four-hank  yarn.  They 
fpin  and  weave  wool  enough  to  cloath  themfelves^ " 
with  drugget,  yard-wide,  for  the  women,  at  is.  a 
yard,  and  frize  for  the  men,  at  a  flatty  or  meafure, 
four  feet  two  inches  long,  and  20  to  23  inches  wide, 
which  fells  from  is.  iid.  to  2S.  4.d.  Their  food  is 
potatoes,  cockles,  herring^,  and  a  little  meal ;  and 
when  the  potatoes  are  out,  on  oatmeal  only.  They 
do  not  all  keep  cows,  but  the  majority  do,  and  thoib 
who  do  not,  buy  milk.  Beef  id.  per  lb.  in  autumn, 
2t)  years  ago,  now  i-id.  Fifli  very  plentiful :  I  par- 
took of  three  gurnets,  two  mackarels,  and  one  whit- 
ing, enough  to  dine  fix  people,  at  the  Bifliop's  table, 
which  his  fteward  bought  for  6id.  Lobfters  plent^-  : 
ful.  Turbot  3d*  a  pound.  There  are  150  boats 
belonging  to  the  bay  of  Killala,  or  Moy  ;  and  to 
the  town  from  20  to  25,  five  men  to  a. boat;  the 
boat  has  a  fifth,  the  nets  two  fifths,  Tvnd  the  crew 
two  fifths ;  the  two  fifths  belonging  to  the  crew  are- 
fubdivided  into  fixths,  of  which  the  fkipper  has  two. 
The  herrings  are  caught  near  the .  bar,  and  in.  the 
river  Moy ;  the  fifliery  begins  in  oflober,  and  lafts 
only  two  or  three  weeks.  They  judge  of  the  fhoal 
being  there  by  the  Gant,  a  bird  that  purfues  the  fifli ; 
they  fometimes  get  each  boat  10,000  herrings,  which 
is  a  full  load,  but  this  is  very  rare,  in  general  a  good 
night's  Ayork  is  from  3000  to  5000,  and  the  price 
from  13d.  to  2s.  6d.  the  medium  is.  8d.  per  hundred, 
or  i6s.  8d.  per  t^oufandj  confequently  a  night's 
work  2I.  I  OS.  The  boat  is  four  tons,  and  cofts  20I. 
and  the  nets  lol.  Seven  (hare  of  nets  to  each  boat, 
each  (hare  fixty  yards  long,  and  four  fathom  deep, 

eight 
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eight  fcore  meih.  The  nets  are  all  niade  here  ;  tSiA 
poor  people  life  flax,  but  others  ufe  hemp ;  they  bark 
them,  but  none  ufe  tar  and  oil.  The  fiihery  was 
once  much  more  confiderable  than  at  prefent.  There 
is  no  (hip  belonging  to  this  port,  they  had  one,  but 
that  wicked  fellow  Thurot  took  her,  and  quite  un- 
Ihipped  the  harbour. 

August  29th,  took  my  leave  of  the  good  Bifhop, 
to  whom,  and  his  fon,  Mr.  Hutchefon,  I  am  obliged 
for  the  preceding  particulars  and  many  civilities. 
Breakfafted  with  the  Rev.  Mr*  Garrat,  at  Foxford  ; 
paiTed  over  fome  very  fine  reddillh  fandy  loams,  till  I 
came  to  a  hill,  from  whence  an  extenfive  tra<S  of  bog 
is  feen.  Rents  about  Foxford  are  12s.  for  cultivated, 
Arable,  and  pafture,  and  thence  to  Caftle-bar  the 
fame.  From  Foxford  to  Tubercurry  16  miles  of  bad 
country;  the  beft  of  the  cultivated  land  12s.  fome  at 
8s.  and  los.  but  thefe  rents  are  only  the  improved 
fpots  :  they  are  improving  the  moors  and  mountains 
very  faft,  particularly  the  eft^tes  of  Mr.  Rutledge 
and  Lynch.  It  is  done  with  white  marie  from  under 
bogs.  It  muft  not  be  imagined  that  when  I  fpeak  of 
mountains  and  moors  in  Mayo,  or  its  wild  barony 
Erris,  that  thefe  lands  yield  no  rent;  they  arc  let  in 
the  lump,  and  applied  to  feeding  cattle.  They  put 
on  two  year  old  bullock^,  and  keep  them  till  full 
three,  when  they  bring  them  to  the  good  grounds, 
and  from  thence  take  them  to  Ballynafloe.  Thefe 
mountains  will  not  do  for  year  olds.  Some  of  them 
are  unhealthy  for  cattle ;  for  if  they  are  left  more 
than  a  month  or  fix  weeks  on  them,  they  are  difor- 
dered  with  lumps  on  their  joints,  fo  that  they  cannot 
r^&  from  the  ground ;  yet  at  the  iam&  time  ikall  be  in 

good 
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good  order,   it  difappears  on  a  chajige  of  pafltire» 
Red  deer  run  wild  in  the  mountains  of  Erris, 

To  Caftle^bjtr,  orer  an  Indifferent  cotintry,  and  M, 
Vile  ftoney  road  }  about  that  town  the  hufbandry  is 
admirable.  They  have  three  cuftoms^  which  I  muft 
begin  with ;  firft  they  harrow  by  the  tail,  item  the 
fellow  who  leads  the  horfes  of  a  plough,  walks  back-* 
Ward  before  them  the  whole  day  long,  and  in  order  t6 
make  them  advance,  ftrikes  them  in  the^face.  '  Item^ 
they  burn  the  corn  in  the  flraw,  inftead  of  threfliing 
it;  Among  their  cufloms  it  may  be  worth  mentioo* 
ing,  that  at  the  wakes  or  funeral  entertainments,  iii 
addition  to  the  circnmftances  I  related  at  Caftle  Cald« 
well,  both  men  and  women,  particularly  the  lattery 
iire  hired  to  cry,  that  is,  to  howl  the  corps  to  the 
grave,  which  they  do  in  a  moft  horrid  manner :  they 
are  not  fo  difagrceable,  as  I  was  told,  in  Muniler- 
The  quantity  of  whifkey  and  tobacco  confumed  upon 
thefe  occailons  is  pretty  confiderable.  In  the  lake  of 
Caftle-bar,  near  that  town,  is  the  char,  and  the  GH- 
laroo  trout  with  gizards,  and  it  is  remarkable  that 
there  are  ho  pike  in  the  lakes  of  this  country.  Land 
lets  at  15s.  to  20s.  cultivated,  both  grafs  and  arable: 
town'  parks  40s,  The  mountains  are  reclaiming  by 
lime-ftone  fand  and  gravel  j  it  is  the  common  cottars 
who  do  it.  There  are  more  than  500  affidavits  -fenC 
to  the  Dublin  Society  upon  this  account,  in  which  I 
was  told  they  are  apt  to  be  deceived,  as  well  ^s  in  the 
corn  ftandings.  There  are  very  large  farms  in  this 
iieighbourhood,  even  up  to  2000I.  a  year  :  but  all  the 
great  ones  are  flock  farms,  and  moft  of  the  tillage  of 
the  country  is  performed  by  little  fellows,  cottars, 
and  tenants  to  thefe  large   farmers.     Eight  or  nine 

years 
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years  ago  there  were  no  linens  here,  but  now  jod 
pieces  are  fold  in  a  week,  20O  looms  are  employed  ik 
the  town  and  neighbourhood,  yet  great  quantities  of. 
yarn  arc  fent  off;  The  town,  which  belongs  to  Lord 
Lucan,  is  greatly  rifing  from  manufaftures ;  th'i 
houfes  are  well  built,  yet  only  31  years,  or  three  lives  J 
granted  & 

In  the  evening  reached  Weftport,  LoM  Alta- 
ftiont^s,  whofe  houfe  is  very  beautifully  fituated,  upon 
a  ground  riling  gently  from  a  fine  river,  which  makes 
two  bold  falls  within  view  of  his  windows,  and  (hel- 
tered  on  each  fide  by  two  large  hanging  woods ;  be- 
hind, it  has  a  very  fine  view  of  the  bay,  with  feveral 
headlands  projefting  into  it  one  beyond  another,  with 
two  or  three  cultivated  iflands,  and  the  whole 
bounded  by  the  great  mountain  of  Clara  ifland,  and 
the  vaft  region  of  Crow-Patrick,  on  the  right  j  from" 
the  hill  above  the  wood,  on  the  right  of  the  houfe,  h 
a  view  of  the  bay,  with  feveral  iflands,  bounded  by 
the  hummocks,  and  Clara  Ifland,  with  Crow-Patrick 
immediately  rifing  like  the  fupcrior  lord  of  the  whole 
territory,  and  looking  do;ivn  on  a  great  region  of 
other  moujp^talns  that  ftretch  into  Joyce's  country. 

In  Lord  Altamont  I  found  an  improver,  whofe 
works  defervcd  the  clofeft  attention  ;  he  very  readily 
favoured  me  with  the  following  account :  he  began 
to  improve  mountain  land  in  1768,  and  has  every 
year  fince  done  fome,  making  it  a  rule  to  employ 
whatever  labourers  offer  for  work.  All  of  it  covered 
with  heath  [erica  vulgaris)  and  the  foil  on  the  furface 
inoor  5  would  let  for  2S.  an  acre  for  turning  young 
cattle  on,  the  only  ufe  to  which  it  was  applied. 
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Experiment,  No.  i. 

Improved  a  piece  of  mountain  land,  of  the  above 
Befcription,  by  fpreading  lime-ftone  fand.     (N.  B- 
The  marie  called  here  fandy   is  what  I  have  generally 
found  under  the  denomination  of  lime-ftone  gravely 
the  flones  in  it  are  of  the  fizt  of  a  man's  double  fift, 
it  IS  clayey,  and  very  hard  bound  together  in  the? 
ftratum ;  the  harder  to  raife,  the  better  it  is.     It  has 
a  ftrong  fermentation  with  acids.)     Spread  the  fand 
on  the  heath,  and  left  it  for  one  year,  at  the  expence 
6f  il.  is:  dunged  it,  and   planted   potatoes;   found 
great  difficulty  in  digging  it  from  the  roots  of  a  kind 
6f  grafs,  like  a  rufh,  called  Jteeh  don^  in  Englifh,  black 
heeh.     The  Crops  very  bad.     Dunged  it  the  year  fol- 
lowing for  bats;  the  crop  very  fine,  and  repeated 
them  the  next  year.     Left  the  oat  ftubble,  and  it  co- 
vered itfelf  fo  with  good  natural  grafs,  that  the  next 
year  mowed  a  crop  of  hay^  and  the  fame  two  years 
more.     Fihding  it  not  well   reclaimed  from  having 
ploughed  it  too  foon  after  the  fanding,  gave  it  a  new 
manuring    at  nearly   the    fame    expence  j    did    not 
plough  it  any  niofe,  but  fuch  of  the  ftones  as  had  not 
funk  of  themfelves  were  beat  in  with  mallets,  at  the 
expence  of  is.  6d.  an  acre,  in  order  to  fmooth  it  for 
mowing.     This  was  very  prafticable,  having   two 
fpits  of  boggy  turf  on  the  furface;     Ever  fince  it  ha» 
been  excellent  meadow,  worth  il.  2s.  gd.  an  acre, 

fexPERIMENT,   No.  2. 

In  1764,  improved  another  piece,  fanding  it  at 
40s.  an  acre,  owing  to  the  diftance ;  left  it  two  years 
on  the  land,  and  then  let  it  at  405*  to  the  poor  people 

Vol.  1.  X  for 


3o6         WESTPOkT. 

for  potatoes ;  after  which  took  three  noble  cropi  of 
oats.  Then  left  to  grafs,  and  the  firft  year  mowed  a 
great  crop,  and  let  it  for  i68«  an  acre^ 


£xp£ftiM£NT,  No.  3^ 

In  1765,  began  with  fifty  acres  more  of  mountalit 
land,  but  full  of  heath.  Firft  drew  oiF  the  ftones^ 
and  made  a  wall  round  it  fix  feet  high,  and  the  ftones 
not  wanted  for  this,  threw  down  the  river^  fome  of 
which  were  fo  large  that  it  took  16  bullocks  to  draw 
them.  Expence  30s.  an  acre,  befides  is.  6d.  a  perch 
for  the  walL  Dug  and  burned  it,  and  fpread  the 
aihes,  2I.  2s.  an  acre  ;  it  was  before  too  rough  and 
coarfe  to  ploughi.  Then  ploughed  it  with  bullocks^ 
and  fowed  rape  $  the  crop  middling,  where  the  afhes 
were  yellow  goodj  where  white  bad ;  feeded  the  rape, 
and  then  dug  it,  and  limed  it,  160  barrels  an  acre. 
Would  not  ufe  lime  bad  not  the  hill  been  too  fteep 
to  lead  gravel  up  :  he  had  19  lime-kilns  burning  at 
once.  Upon  this  liming  ploughed  for  oats ;  the  crop 
tolerably  good.  A  fecond  crop  of  oats,  which  were 
very  fine^  and  then  let  it  run  to  grafs ;  let  it  at  15s.  an 
acre.  Obferved  that  the  burning  brought  up  a  great 
quantity  of  rufbes,  which  had  not  appeared  before. 

Experiment,  No.  4« 

ANOTriEk  confiderable  piece,  where  turf  had  been 
cut,  was  manured,  part  with  lime-ilone  fand,  and 
part  with  mortar  rubbifh,  and  another  with  grculaghj 
or  coralline  ibelly  fand;  the  expence  each  about 
il.  2s.  9d.  an  acre.  Ploughed  and  burned  it,  and 
fowed  it  with  turnips;  a  very  noble  crop.     Drew 

the 
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the  turnips^  and  fed  them  in  a  pafture.  The  fpring 
following  planted  it  with  potatoes  without  any  other 
manure^  and  the  crop  much  the  greateft  he  ever  faw 
in  his  life ;  from  one  ftalk  had  143  potatoes,  then 
took  three  crops  of  oats,  which  all  proved  exceed- 
ingly good.  The  black  Frizeland  oat,  and  the 
fecond  crop,  yielded  26  barrels  an  acre,  each  i4.ftone. 
Sowed  Dutch  clover  with  the  laft^  and  could  let  it 
at  20s.  an  acre. 

ExpfekiMfeNT,  No.  5. 

Another  piece  of  heath  mountain,  not  entirely 
dry,  worth  !§•  an  acre,  manured  very  richly  with 
lime-ftone  fand,  at  the  expence  of  30s.  an  acre,  and 
left  fo  without  any  other  improvement.  In  three 
years  it  was  'Worth  5s.  in  eight  years  los.  an  acre, 
and  in  twelve  years  il.  iSb  and  fo  has  remained. 

Experiment,  No.  6. 

ANOTHER  piece,  worth  5s.  an  acre,  was  fanded  at 
il.  as.  gd.  which  was  left  three  years  on  it,  and 
then  planted  with  potatoes,  by  the  country  people, 
who  paid  3I.  ios.  an  acre.  After  which  it  was  fown 
thrice  with  oats,  the  crops  very  good,  left  for  meadow, 
and  let  it  at  30s.  an  acre. 

ExPtRIMENT,  No.  7, 

.  Sanded  another  piece,  at  il.  5s.  left  it  three  years, 
and  ploughed  it  up  in  dry  weather,  in  may;  left  it 
till  after  wheat  fowing,  and  then  crofs-ploughed  it, 
and  in  the  fpring  harrowed  it  with  great  ox  harrows, 
and  planted  it  with  potatoes  ;  after  which  two  crops 
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of  oats,  great  crops,  and  then  left  it  for  grafs.  W6rth 
immediately  il.  2s.  9d.  an  acre* 

A  cuRRAGH  of  one  hundred  acres^  that  is  a  Wet 
quaking  bog,  which  will  not  do  for  turf,  with  a  long 
fedgy  grafs  on  it.  Part  of  a  farm  at  3oh  a  year. 
Lord  Altamont  took  into  his  hands,  with  the  confent 
of  the  tenai>t ;  he  drained  it  to  the  amount  of  30L  at 
yd.  a  perch,  five  feet  deep,  and  ten  feet  wide ;  this 
fimple  thing  improved  it  fo  much,  that  without  any 
other  improvement,  he  let  it  to  the  fame  tenant,  at 
70I.  a  year.  Made  perfeftly  found,  fo  that  bullocks 
of  8cwt.  could  graze  on  it^ 

Upon  the  whole^  Lord  Altamont  is  of  opinion, 
from  a  variety  of  experience^  that  the  beft  method  of 
breaking  up  heathy  mountain  land,  is  by  manuring 
with  lime-ftone  fand,  to  the  thicknefs  of  an  inch, 
which  at  prefent  cofts  il.  lis.  6d.  per  acre.  If  fand 
is  not  to  be  had,  then  the  white  marie  from  un- 
der moory  bottoms  j  and  if  there  is  none  of  that, 
then  lime.  Objefts  to  lime,  as  it  brings  the  land 
infallibly  to  mofs,  which  is  fo  powerful  as  to  choak 
the  grafles,  but  marie  is  an  excellent  manure.  To 
leave  it  for  three  years,  or  till  daifies  {bellis)  and 
white  clover  {trifolium  repens)  appear,  then  to  plough 
it  in  may  or  June,  and  again  in  autumn ;  and  in  the 
fpring  to  plant  potatoes,  in  the  common  trenching 
way,  and  after  the  potatoes,  would  fow  oats  fuccef- 
fively,  till  the  chickweed  {aljine  media)  appears,  which 
is  a  iign  that  the  tillage  has  fo  enriched  the  land, 
that  the  crops  will  be  too  great,  and  then  leave  it  for 
grafs.  This  is  what  he  has  on  experience  found  to 
be  the  beft  way.  If  fea  weed  is  plentiful,  he  would 
manure  the  potatoes  with  it,  and  then  would  have 

the 
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the  firft  crop  barley  inftead  of  oats.  A  large  portion 
pf  thefe  mountains  are  wet,  owing  to  the  lack  clay, 
but  the  potatoe  trenches  break  it,  and  let  off  the 
water  j  after  .which  the  land  fettles  by  degrees,  and 
becomes  perfeftly  dry.  Tl^ere  ^re  great  trails  of 
many  miles  extent  of  heath  mountain  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood which  ?ire  caj^able  of  the  above  im- 
provements, k 

To  fliew  what  the  advantage  would  be 

of  doing  it  oh  a  perfeft  and  extenfive 

fcale,  I  (hall  calculate  a  fquare  ipile 

of  640  acres,  enclofed  in  64  diyifions, 

10  acres  each,  and  the  walls  would 

amount  to  5760  perches,  two  miles  of 

road,  at  50I.  -  -  -  -     100     p    p 

Lord  Altamont  has  found  that  his  walls 

of  fix'feet  high,  two  feet  and  a  half  , 

wide  at  bottom,  and  16  inches  at  top, 

built  dry,  coft  him  on  an  average,  5s. 

a  perch  running-meafure,  of  21  feet, 

including  all  expences,  5760  at  that 

rate,     -         r         -         -         -         -  1442  10    o 
Forty  gates  of  iron,  ^t  50s.   piers,  &c, 

&c.  5I.  -         -         r         -         -     200    o     O' 

Of  wood  they  coft  al.  complete 
Ten -acre  divifions  would   completely 

clear  the  land  of  ftones. 
Sanding  at  il.  lis.  6d.  an  acre    -         -     984    o    o 

2726  10    o 
]Left  for  three  years  intereft  of  lOOoL  to 
begin  with  for  that  time,  at  61.  per 
cent.     -         -         -         -         -         -     180    o    o 


Carried  over     -         -         -        ^  2906  10    o 

X  3  Proughl 
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Brought  forward        *         •         -  2906  10    o 
This  is  an  unfair  charge  j  Lord  Alta- 
mont  obferved,  that  the  improved  va- 
lue would  more  than  pay  it. 
Ten  farm-houfes,  with  offices,  at  50I. 

each.    -         -         -        -         -         ^     ^00    o    0 


Total  firft  improvement      -        -        •  3406  10    o 


-«•- 


The  potatoes  will  pay  their  own  expences  and 
40s.  an  acre  profit.  The  crops  of  oats,,  on  an 
average,  40s.  an  acre  profit,  after  piying  all  their 
own  expences.  Lord  Altamont  could  have  this  pricq 
as  rent,  for  liberty  to  fow  them. 

Profit  by  potatoes       •         -         .         ^  1280    o    o 
Ditto  on  oats,  three  crops,  at  40s.      -      3840    o    0 

5120    O    0 
Dedu<9:  ky^n  years  intercft  at  fix  per 

cent,  on  3409I.       .        ^        •         .  1^28     o    0 

Neat  profit        -        -        -        . 
Original  expence       «         •        » 

Profit       •         -         -        * 

Let,  on  an  average,  at  15s.  an  acre, 
which  is  what  Lord  Altamont  is  clear 
is  the  lowcft  price  it  can  be  reckoned 
ati  ftisperann ;^8o    o    0 


An 


*■ 

3692 

10 

0 

- 

3406 

10 

0 

• 

oSi^ 

10: 

0 
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Ah  income  of  480I.  is  created  without  expence. 
This  for  a  landlord  :  if  hired  at  2s.  an  acre,  the  ac- 
count will  be  the  fame,  except  the  dedu<Stion  of  that 
for  rent,  I  forgot  to  obferve,  that  when  the  heath 
^ies,  which  it  does  in  three  years,  then  daifies  appear, 
and  white  clover,  whi£h  are  figns  that  the  land  is  fit 
.for  culture.  There  is.  fomething  very  extraordinary 
in  this  ci^cumftance,  that  laying  on  a  powerful  ma- 
nure for  cultivated  vegetai>les,ihould  prove  poifon  to 
the  fpontaneous  growth.  It  is  only  to  be  accounted 
for  by  fuppofing  that  the  heath  is  nouriflied  by  an 
isiicid  in  the  foil^  which  being  neutralized  by  the 
alcali,  is  no  longer  the  food  of  that  plant,  after 
which  it  dies  for  want  of  its  ufual  fupport.  It  is 
very  remarkable,  that  all  the  wild  mountains  in  this 
country  6ave  marks,  and  to  a  great  height  of  former 
culture,  mounds  of  fences,  and  the  ridges  of  the 
plough.  Lord  Altamont's  great  grandfather  found 
the  eftate  a  continued  foreft;  in  1650  thefe  woods 
were  of  much  more  than  a  century's  growth,  fo  that 
no  ctiltivati<m  could  have  been  here  probably  of  300 
years.  There  is  a  tradition  in  the  country  that  it 
wad  depopulated  by  the  plague,  and  upon  that  the 
wood  fprung  up  which  formed  thofe  forefts.  At 
prefent,  there  is  no  wood  on  apy  of  the  hills,  except 
immediately  about  Weftport. 

I  OBSfiRVED,  befides  this  great  range  of  mountaii^ 
improvement,  that  Lord  Altamont  profecutes  various 
parts  of  husbandry  with  much  fpirit.  He  has  been 
at  great  expences  in  introducing  the  beft  breed  of 
EngHfli  cattle.  I  had  no  flight  pleafure  in  fdeing 
great  compofts  formed  of  dung  and  earth,  and  feaore, 
well  mixed  together,  and  then  carried  into  his  mea- 

X  4  dows, 


3ia  W    E    S    T    P    O    R    r. 

dows.     Stands  were  alfo  building   for  corn  flacks, 
and  under  them  ftandings  for  cows  or  oxen,  and  vaults 
for  potatoes :  they  are  executed  in  the  moft  perfed ' 
manner.     A  fort  of  oat  he  has  introduced  into  culti- 
vation, a  few  grains  of  which  he  got  by  accident^ 
cultivated  them  carefully  in  drills,  and  has  got  a  large 
quantity  now.     They  are  of  fo  great  a  body  that  he 
calls  them  patagonian  oats.     He  favoured  me  with  a 
few  for  feed.     In  introducing  the  linen  manufa6lure> 
his  Lordfhip  has  made  great  exertions.    He  found  it  tp 
coniift  principally  in  fpinning  flax,  which  was  feixt 
out  of  the  country,  without  any  lo^ms  in  it,  except 
a  very  few,  which  worked  only  for  their  own  ufc.     la 
order  to  eftabliih  it,  he  built  good  houfcs  in  the  town 
of  Weftport,  .and   let  them   upon  very  reafonable 
terms  to  weavers,   gave  them  looms,  and  lent  them 
money  to  buy  yarn,  and  in  order  to  (ecvire  them  froip 
manufafturing  goods,  which  they  (hoqld  not  be  ^ble 
readily  to  fell,  he  conftantly  bought  all  they  coul4 
not  fell,  which  for  fome  years  was  all  they  made; 
but,  by  degrees,  as  the  manufaAure  arofe»  buyers 
came  in,  fo  that  he  has  for  fome  time  not  bought  any 
great  quantity.     The  firft  year,  1772,  he  bought  as 
much  as  coft  him  20ol.  the  next  year,  1773,  700I. 
the  next,   1774,  as  much  as  20Q0I.  apd  ip   I77S> 
above  4000I.  worth  :  and  this  year,  1776,  the  numbcx 
of  buyers  having  much   increafed,  he  will  not  lay 
out  any   more  than   4000I.    the  fame  as  laft  year. 
This  year  he  has  alfo  given  fuch  encouragement  as 
,  to  induce  a  perfon  to  build  and  eftabliih  a  bleach- 
green  and  mill.     The  progrefs  of  this  manufacture 
has  been  prodigious,  for  at  firft  Lord  Altarfiont  was 
the  only  buyer,  whereas  for  two  years  paft  there  ha,s 
not  been  lefs  than   19,0001.  a  year  laid  put  at  tl^^s 

market 
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market  in  linen ;  yet  with  all  this  increafe,  they  do 
not  yet  w^ave  a  tenth  part  of  the  yarn  that  is  TpuA 
*in  the  neighbourhood.  The  linens  made  are  all 
coarfe,  generally  8  to  1 100,  frpm  9d.  to  is.  id.  a 
yard.  They  are  double  webs  of  42  yards  and  up- 
yrards,  and  32  inches  wide  ;  and  they  earn  is.  a  day 
by  weaving  it,  on  an  average  of  workmen.  It  is  of 
2j  to  3i  hank  yarn,  and  the  fpinners  earn  2id.  to 
3id.  a  day  by  fpinning  it.  The  price  of  it  has  been, 
in  five  years  gradually  rifing  from  4d  to  yd,  a  hank. 
All  of  it  is  fpun  of  flax  raifed  in  the  country! 

The  poor  in  general  live  on  potatoes  and  millt 
nine  months  out  of  the  twelve,  the  other  three 
inonths  bread  and  milk.  All  of  them  h^ve  one  or 
two  cows  ;  fifh  is  exceedingly  plentiful,  particularly 
oyflers  for  is.  a  cart-load,  and  fand  eels,  yet  they 
^at  ngne  ;  herrings,  however,  are  an  article  in  their 
food.  In  their  domeflic  oeconomy,  they  reckon  that 
the  men  feed  the  family  with  their  labour  in  the  field, 
and  the  women  pay  the  rent  by  fpinning.  The  in- 
creafe  of  population  is  very  great.  Lord  Altamont 
is  pf  opinion  that  the  number3  have  doubled  on  his 
leftate  in  20  years. 

The  farms  around  Weflport  are  in  general  lafge, 
from  400  acres  to  4  or  5000,  all  which  are  flock 
farms  j  and  the  occupiers  relet  the  cultivated  lands, 
with  the  cabbins,  at  a  very  increafed  rent,  to  the  op- 
preffion  of  the  poor,  who  have  a  flrong  averfion  to 
renting  of  thefe  tierney  begs.  The  foil  in  general  is 
a  cold  fpewy  floney  clay  and  loam  j  the  befl  lands  in 
the  country  are  the  improved  moors.  Rents  rife  from 
^s.  for  heath,  to  i6s.  for  good  land.     Average  8s. 

about 
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^bout  three-fifths  of  the  country  unimproved  moirn-* 
fains,  bog  and  lake.  Great  trades  of  mountain^  but 
logs  not  very  extenfive.  Clara  ifland  2,400  acres,  at 
300L  a  year  j  Achill  24,000  acres,  at  200L  a  year  j 
Bofin  lool.  a  year,  and  is  above  1200  acr^s.  It  be- 
longs, to  Lord  Clanrickard.  The  courfe  of  thi* 
lioantry,  i.  Potatoes,  manured  with  fea-wced:  thi$ 
is  fo  ftrong  that  they  depend  entirely  on  it,  and  will 
Itot  be  it  the  trouble  to  carry  out  their  own  dung-r 
mis.  On  the  fliore,  towards  Joyce's  country,  they 
aAually  let  their  dunghills  accumulate^  till  they  become 
fkch  a  nuifancey  that  they  move  their  cabbins  in  order  ta 
getp-ofn  them*  A  load  of  weed  is  Worth,  at  leaft,  fix 
loa^  of  dung»  They  do  not  take  half  what  is 
fhrowii  in.  On  the  flidre,  open  to  the  Atlantic, 
lliere  is  a  leather  fort  of  fucm^  which  comes  in  in  the 
Ijpring.  The  kelp  weed  grows  only  where  it  is  fliel- 
iered.  The  coaft  of  Lord  Altamont's  domatn  and 
idands  let  for  loal  a  year  for  making  kelp.    Courfes ; 

J.  Potatoes-  I.  Potatoes.  i.  Potatoes* 

2.  Barley •  %.  Barley.  2.  Barley.. 

3*  Oats.  3.  OatSr  3*  Oats. 

4.  Oats.  4.  Flax« 

,  Potatoes  they  meafure  by  the  barrel  of  lacwt* 
wtA  in  each  barrel  16  pecks  of  three  quarters  each* 
Xhcy  plant  10  bufhels,  of  3cwt.  each,  at  the  average 
peice  of  12s.  a  barrel,  or  is.  per  cwt. 


EXFENCR 
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ExPENCE  OF  AN  ^C&E. 

Manuring  with  fea  weed     -  -  -^  110 

Rent         -         -         -         -  -  -  080 

County  ceft  and  parifli  charges  -  -  010 

Seed         -        -        -.       -  -  -1100 

Planting,  30  men  a  day       -     ;  *•  -  6150 

Shovelling,  lo  ditto  -         -  -  '  -  .  O  •  5     O 

Weeding,  3  ditto       -         -  -  ^    -*  t)--i     6 

Taking  up,  and  earring  homc^  60  men  i  10*'  6 

Sorting,  &c.  3  men    -        -  -  -'  016 
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They  will  not  carry  fea  weed  above  a  mijc  j  - 

if  dung  is  ufed,  the  expence  will  be     -     2  2    O 

'       r                                                                     ,,      I  ■   111— ■ 

Produce. 

Twenty  barrels,  or  twelve  tons,  at  r2s*       12  00 

Expences        -         -         -         -        -        S  ^3    ^ 


Profit        ^^        •        -        -        -670 


A  MAN,  his  wife,  and  four  children,  will  eat  a 
buihel  of  3  cwt.  every  week :  in  39  weeks,  therefore 
they  eat  117  cwt.  or  5  ton,  I7cwt.  this  is  juft  half  an 
afcre  for  the  family.  Of  oatmeal,  the  common  allow- 
ance is  a  quart  of  oatmeal  a  day  for  a  labourer.  A 
mower  that  is  fed  is  allowed  that  quantity,  and  6 
quarts  of  butter  milk  a  day,  or  as  much  honny  clobber. 
To  explain  what  this  is  I  muft  obferve,  that  th^y  fet 
the  milk  three  days  for  the  cream  to  fife,   and  having 

then 
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then  fkimtned  it,  the  milk  that  remains  is  as  thick  as 
blamange,  and  as  four  as  vinegar,  and  this  is  bonny 
clobber* 

•  ■  * 

Of  barley  they  fow  fix  pecks,  each  21  quarts,  and 
the  crop  is  generally  from  20  to  30  fold,  or  at  25  it  is 
150  pecks.     Qf  oats  they  fow  a  barrel  of  24  ftonc 
per  acre,  and  they  get  fix  fuch  barrels.     Of  flax  they 
fow  40  gallons,  and  it  will  fell  in  common  on  the 
foot  at  8K  they  find  that  it  enriches  the  land.     No 
,wh^  fown  but  by  gentlemen  for  their  own  con* 
iumption.     They  burn  their  corn^  injtead  of  threjhing  it* 
The  grazing  fyftem  is  generally  the  fucceifion,  buy- 
ing  in    at    year   olds,    or    if    the   lands    are    very 
,had,  two  year  olds,  keep  them  till  four  year  olds, 
and    then    fell   them    lean    at   Ballinafioe^      Tb^ 
give   iQs.    6d«  to  3I.   los .  for  yearlings^  average 
.4QS.   .For  two-year  olds,  they  give  3I.     They  fell 
for  61.  what  they  gave  2I.  and  for  thofe  they  gave  3I. 

they  will  fell  at  four  year  old  for  61.  They  keep  but 
few  fheep,  but  generally  buy  year  old  wethers  ;  hog^ 
jterUls  in  may,  at  8s.  to  los.  each,  flieer  them  and 
^vm  to  the  mountains  j  bring  them  on  to  their  arable 
lands  in  winter,  fbeer  them  again  the  following  year, 
and  fend  them  to  the  mountain  again,  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing fumme'r  flieer  again,  puttmg  them  on  their 
befl:  paftures,  and  felling  fat  at  Ballinafloe,  at  15s.  or 
16s..  their  fleeces  51b.  at  is.  a  pound.  There  are 
fome  dairies,  as  far  as  ten  or  twelve  cow-Sjj  ^hich  are 
employed  for  butter.  Twenty  years  agp  cows  were 
let  for  icwt.  of  butter  for  the  year,  and  rearing  the 
calf.  Very  few  iwine  kept,  and  of  a  bad  kind. 
They  plough  all  with  horfes,  four  in  a  plough,  dir 
refted  by  a  man,  walking  backwards,  who  to  make 
them  move  forward,  ftrikes  the  beafts  in  the  face* 

Young 
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Toung  colts  they  harrbw  with,  by  the  tail.  Twclvl^ 
horfes  are  neceffary  for  one  hundred  acres  in  tillage  ! 
No  v/onder. 

Lord  Altamont  mentioned  defcriptive  of  Mayo 
hufbandry,  afts  of  parliament  to  prevent  their  pulling 
the  wool  off  their  flieep  by  hand  ;  burning  their 
oorn^  and  pteughihg  by  the  tail.  In  hiring  and 
flocking  farms,  the  common  computation  is,  three 
rents  for  a  grazing  one.  Land  fells  at  twenty-one 
and  twenty-two  years  purchafe,  at  rack  tent.  Rents 
have  fallen  within  five  years,  is.  in  the  pound ;  they 
are  at  prefent  on  a  balance,  with  a  tendency  to  rife. 
Tythes  are  compounded  in  the  lump.  Leafcs,  three 
Uves,  or  thirty-one  years,  alfo  twenty-one  years. 
Much  land  let  to  thofe  who  re-let*  The  rents  in  Mayo 
are  trebled  in  forty  years.  No  emigrations.  Farm* 
are  generally  let  in  partnerfhip,  but  the  term  RUndaU 
not  known.  Labour  generally  done  by  cottars,  who 
have  land  let  to  them,  or  grafs  for  cows,  under  agree- 
ment to  work  for  the  landlord.  Provifions,  which 
the  poor  eat,  not  rifen,  but  butchers  meat  doubled^ 
They  pluck  their  geefe  alive  every  year.  All  car- 
riage done  by  horfes  with  bafkets :  the  bottoms  of 
which  faften  with  flicks,  and  let  out  the  load.  The 
induftry  of  the  people  very  much  increafed ;  an  afto- 
nifliing  change  in  in3uftry,  fobricty,  &c.  and  are  in 
much  better  circumftances  in  every  refpeft,  than 
twenty  years  ago.  They  have  a  praftice  common 
among  them,  which  fhews  an  increafing  civility  in 
the  change  from  Irifli  names  to  Englifh  ones.  Even  » 
furnames,  for  inftance$  Stranaghan^  Irifli  for  birdsy 
which  they  call  themfelves.  Markahau^  Irifli  for  a 
Yider,^  which  name  they  takej  Cullaney  Irifli  for  a 
whelf^  which  name  they  aflume ;  others  call  them- 
felves 
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felVes  Collins.  Conree^  Iriih  for  a  king,  which  liitf 
call  themfelves ;  Ruddery^  a  knight^  and  many  others^ 
Among  Lord  Altamont's  labourers,  is  one  Mowbray 
Seymour;  his  great  grandfather  was  mafter-worker 
of  the  mint  at  London.  There  are  many  Mortimers, 
Piercys,  &c.  and  within  a  few  years,  a  Plantagenet^ 
in  the  county  of  Sligoi  Eagles  abound  very  much 
in  this  country,  and  do  great  mifchief^  by  carrying 
away  lambs,  poultry,  &c.  they  alfo  watch  the  falmon 
jumping,  and  feize  them  when  out  of  the  water,  by 
darting  with  that  celerity,'  of  which  they  are  fiich 
mailers  j  this  is  fo  common,  that  men  with  giinS  are 
fet  to  kill  and  frighten  them* 

August  30th,  rode  to  Rofshill,  four  miles  off,  2 
headland  that  projefts  into  the  bay  of  Newport,  from 
which  there  is  a  moft  beautiful  view  of  the  bay  on 
both  fides ;  I  counted  thirty  iflands  very  diftindHy^. 
all  of  them  cultivated  under  corn  and  potatoes,  or 
paftured  Iby  cattle.  At  a  diftance^  Clara  rifes  in  a 
very  bold  and  piAurefque  ftile;  on  the  left.  Crow 
Patrick,  and  to  the  right,  other  mountains.  It  is  a 
view  that  wants  nothing  but  wood. 

August  31ft,  to  Newbrookj  over  a  various  coun- 
try, partwafle,  and  much  cultivated.  About  Caftle- 
Burk,  the  road  croiTed  a  moft  remarkable  ftoney  na^ 
tural  pavement,  regularly  furrounded  with  grafs 
trenches,  all  on  a  flat.  PaflTcd  the  ruins  of  a  very 
fine  abbey ;  reached  Holymount,  Mr.  Lindfay's,  a 
very.confiderable  grazier;  about  which  place,  the 
foil  is  in  general,  a  ftoney  clay,  from  fix  inches  to 
two  feet  deep,  on  lime-ftone  gravel;  it  is  quite  dry 
found  land,  and  the  ftones  are  lime-ftone*  Lets  from 
r2s.  to  15s,  an  acre.     Farms  are  very  ext^ofive,  up 

to 
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to  three  or  four  thoufand  acres,  all  ftock  ones,  with 
portions  re*iet  to  cottars,  -who  are  the  principal  ara^ 
ble  men  here*  They  are  in  the  f^cceifion  way,  buy- 
ing in  year-olds  at  40s.  keep  them  till  three  or  four* 
year  olds,  fometimes  only  keep  them  two  years,  thej 
jpay  about  20Sk  per  annum,  on  a  medium^  They  are 
fold,  at  whatever  age,  for  ftores  to  the  graziers  i|t 
the  rich  countries.  Another  fyftem  is,  to  buy  in 
'  tows  in  May,  at  2I.  12s.  6d.  to  3I.  and  make  about 
iL  los.  profit.  A  cow  will  take  an  acre^  but  there 
will  be  an  after-grafs,  worth  5s.  an  acre,  for  flieep« 
The  fheep  fyftem  is  breeding  and  felling  three-yeaf 
old  wethers  fat,  the  wool,  and  the  culled  ewes. 
Above  half  the  county  bog,  mountain,  and  lake. 
Folding  fheep, '  I  fuppofe,  will  come  in  here^  for 
they  have  got  very  near  it*  They  drive  their  fheep 
to  a  fpot  of  grafs,.  which  they  let  for  grafs  potatoes, 
at  3L  los.  to  5L  an  acre,  doing  this  at  night,  till  the 
land  is  well  dunged.  The  crops  are  eight  tons  on 
an  average : 

1*  Potatoes.  2.  Bere,  if  fanded,  8  to  10  barrels* 
'3,  Bere.  4.  Oats,  8  to  10  barrels.  5.  Oats,  S 
barrels.  6.  Oats,  8  barrel^.  7,  Flax.  8.  Wheat- 
Sand  for  the  bere,  if  for  potatoes  the  fand  docs  hurt, 
unlefs  it  lies  two  or  three  years  on  the  grafs*  3cwt. 
the  barrel  of  bere,  4  cwt.  of  wheat. 

September  ift.  toTuam;  dined  with  the  Arch- 
bifhop.  All  this  country  is  a  good  found  lime-ftone 
land,  and  famous  for  fheep ;  but  upon  enquiry,  I 
found  it  did  not  materially  varySfrom  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Holymount,  or  Moniva,  whither  I  was  go- 
ing in  the  evening.  Reached  Mr.  French's,  at  that 
place,  to  whofe  very  obliging  attention  I  am  indebt- 
ed 
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ted  for  the  following  iritercftihg  particulars,  and  a  te^ 
ception  I  fhall  long  remember  with  pleafure.  Hd 
has  improved  60  acres  of  bog,  and  290  of  moor^ 
which  he  began  in  the  year  1744,  with  a  great'red  bogi 
from  20  to  30  feet  deep,  fo  wet  and  fpongy,*  that  no 
turf,  fit  for  burning,  could  be  found  to  cut  in  it,  fo 
Very  wet  arid  loofe,  that  a  man  c6u\d  not  go  on  it 
without  jumping  from  tuft  to  tuft ;  no  heath  on  it^ 
except  at  the  verge ;  the  only  fpcHitaneoiis  growth 
red  and  white  mofs; 

The  following  account  of  this  great  improvement, 
Mr  French  fent  to  the  Dublin  Society.  It  was  never 
publifhed.  I  infert  it  therefore  with  the  utmoft  fa^ 
tisfa£^ion. 

BOG     Reclaimed; 

Copy  of  a  letter  to  the  Dublin  -  Society^  for  which  they 

granted  him  a  gold  medaU 

Dear  Sir,  Moniva,  Jan.  24th,  1769. 

ALTHOUGlt  I  have  not  hitherto  applied  for  a 
medal  or  premium,  yet  for  above  twenty  years  paft? 
during  which  tim^  thef  W6rks  I  defcribe  haVe  been 
carrying  on,  I  have  obferved  the  ufefixl  hints  of  the 
Dublin  Society,  tried  many  experimerits  recommended 
by  them^  and  have  followed  their  inftriiftions,  which 
have  turned  to  my  pleafure,  profit,  and  advantage^ 
I  dbferve,  that  it  is  neceffary  to  lay  before  the  Society 
the  quality  of  the  bog,  and  the  method  purfued  ih 
reducing  it,  but  fear^their  patience  ftiay  be  tried  upon 
the  prefent  occafion. 

The  caftle  of  Moniva,  now  part  of  my  dwelling- 
houfe,  is  very  ancient^  and  was  built  for  a  place  of 

defence  ^ 
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defemce ;  it  ftands  upon  a  dry  gravelly  foil,  which, 
like  a  peninfula  of  five  acres,  run  between  two  very 
high,  red,  deep,  wet  bogs^  impaflable  for  any  beaft 
of  burthen,  very  difficult  even  for  men  to  pafs.  The 
bog,  on  the  north  fide,  contained  above  13  acres  ^ 
the  other,  on  the  fouth,  is  of  a  great  extent.    The 
eaft  fide  of  the  caftle  was  defended  by  a  deep  winding 
river,  a  few  perch  beyond  which  was  a  large  extent 
of  extreme  wet  red  impafiable  bog,  fo  high  as  to  pre- 
vent, from  the  lower  rooms  of  my  houfe,  a  view  of 
the  country  beyond  it,  and  of  a  great  part  of  an  high 
ifland  of  land  of  about  15  acres,  which  lay  towards 
the  middle  of  the  bog.  A  large  old  wood,  which  ftands 
on  III  acres,  in  a  femicircular  form,  partly  round 
a  lawn  of  70  acres,  upon  a  gentle  rifing  dry  ground, 
defended  the  weft  of  the  caftle.    The  river,  on  every 
heavy  rain,  overflowed  to  the  verges  of  the  bogs,  and 
very  near  to  the  caftle,  .  That  I  may  not  affume  too 
much  of  the  following  improvements  to  myfelf,  I 
muft  let  you  know,  that  my  father  formed  a  fcheme 
to  turn  the  courfe  of  the  river  through  the  great  eaft 
bog,  which  was  from  oh  to  28  feet  above  its  level, 
and  made  a  confiderable  drain  through  the  bog  for  the 
purpofe.     He  alfo  made  a  deep  mearing  drain,  near  a 
mile  in  length  from  the  river,  through  the  large  fouth 
bog,  and  divided  about  90  acres  thereof,  by  crofs 
wide  and  deep  drains,  into  5  divifions,  and  by  two . 
drains  through  the  north  bog,  laid  out  an  approach, 
7  perqh  wide,  to  his  houfe,  but  his  life  proved  too 
Ihort  to  execute  his  extenfive  fcheme. 

Upon  his  deceafe,  in  the  year  I744>  I  firft  purfued 
his  plan  to  turn  the  courfe  of  the  river,  widened  the 
drain  made  by  hijn  to  27  and  30  feet,  according  to 
the  height  of  the  bog,  and  funk  the  drain  to  the  gra-^ 
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vel,  where  I  could  <io  fo,  and  in  fome  parts  two  and 
three  feet  deep  into  the  gravel,  which  proved  exceffive 
hard.  In  other  parts  of  the  drain,  the  bottom  of  the 
bog  was  much  lower  than  the  level  of  the  river,  lA 
which  partsi  as  the  water  could  not  be  drained  off^ 
there  was  no  digging  to  the  gravel*  The  fides  6f  the 
drain  were  fo  high,  that  I  was  obliged  to  cut  them 
in  fome  parts  into  benches,  in  the  form  of  ftairs,  to 
prevent  the  men  at  the  bottom  from  being  over- 
whelmed, which  would  once  have  happened,  only 
that  a  man  ftanding  on  the  furface,  ohfcrving  the 
bog  to  burft,  gave  the  alarm,  by  which  he  faved  the 
lives  of  feveral  men  j  for  ift  a  few  moments  many 
perches  in  length  of  the  drain  were  filled  up  to  the 
top,  more  difEcult  to  be  again  (hovelled  out,  than 
if  it  had  not  been  cut  before^  it  required  fome- 
times  four  or  five  men  ftanding  apon  different  benches, 
to  convey  what  the  loweft  fhove]  took  up  to  rfie  top, 
befides  thp  neceffity  of  removing  the  ftufF  from  the 
edge  of  the  dr^iii,  to  prevent  the  frequent  burftings 
in  of  the  bog.  The  greateft  difficulty  was  to  draw 
up  prodigious  large  roots  of  fir  trees,  which  lay 
firmly  fixed  and  very  found,  juft  over  the  gravel,  at 
the  bottom  of  the  bog  all  along  the  drain.  This  I 
effefted,  by  laying  two  large  beams  from  the  top,  fa 
as  to  form  an  inclined  plain  io  the  bottom;  then 
drove  down  into  the  bog  above,  a  ftrong  beam  pcr- 
pendicular,  and  made  it  firm  by  ftones ;  to  this,  I 
fixed  a  great  pulley,  and  another  pulley  to  the  root 
below,  firft  feparating  it  by  hatches  and  iron  crows 
from  its  large  arms,  which  run  under  the  bog  :  then 
by  running  a  cable  through  the  pullies,  the  united 
ftrength  of  i6  or  20  men  drew  up  the  largeft  roots 
along  the  Aiding  plain.  The  men,  as  they  drew  up 
the  r  oots,  ufually  ftood.  upon  the  firm  gravel  at  the 

bottom. 
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txottom  of  the  drain,  the  t^f  being  in  many  places 
lod  foft  for  footing* 

HAVtKd  compteand  tli«  drain  oir  wateNcourfe, 
which  is  above  ninety  pepohes  in  lengthy  thicmgh  the 
great  eaft  t>iog,  t  fiir  about  making  a  ftrohg  bank, 
fr«m  tht  taft  to  tht  fouth  bog,  20  perches  in  lerigth, 
Khd  from  15  to  50  f&et  broad  acrofs  the  old  fiver, 
Whieh  was  I6  feel  deep.  For  this  purpdfe  I  drore 
down  a  row  of  long  wooden  piles,  and  a  fecond 
row  A<*fofs  tht  Hvet-^  and  mAde  the  bfenk  by  filling 
up  the  intermedbte  fpA<ie  With  fods  v/ell  rammed  and 
prefled  down. 

I  had  thfr  fatisfa^iort  to  obferve^  whfen  I  had  made 
%  fecond  bank,  at  the  bwer  or  north  end  of  the  neW 
drain^  te  prevent  the  wat^r  from  returning  back  into 
the  channel  of  the  old  river,  but  at  mueh  Jefs  ex:- 
pente  than  the  Fotltier  coft,  that  the  river  run  its 
new  channel,  that  I  immediately  gtiincd  about  10 
iBcrts  of  fine  bottoftls  for  meadows  upon  each  fide  of 
thfe  vld  river,  and  As  the  new  river  was  three  or  four 
feet  higher  than  the  did,  I  bbtaincd  a  fall  f6r  a  mill^ 
which  I  obfefVed  might  be  increafed,  by  running  a 
dieep  dl-aih  through  tht?  north  bog  for  a  till  i-ace^ 
which  Woald  alfo  cohtribute  tb  teciarm  that  bog  : 
this  I  ptrfefted,  ruh  it  1 1  feet  wide  dowfi  to  thfc  gra- 
vel, 94  perch  in  length,  aiid  in  fome  parts  into  the 
gravel j  to  priiferve  the  level.  I  builfa  bleach  mill^ 
the  firft  built  in  the  proVineis  wh^re  the  fall  lay,  and 
the  bb^  Rnc^c  reclaimed  about  It,  is  part  of  the  green 
for  bleaching  linehi 

From  my  new  river,  to  a  lake  Which  lay  about 
$30  percM^  to  the  e^  ifi  the  great  bog,  I  cut  a  large 

Y  a  drain 
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drain  of  that  length,  to  fupply  my  mill  with  water 
from  the  lake,  when  the  river  fhould  prove  low  in 
fummer.     This  work  was  thought  to  be  impradica^ 
ble,  the  bog  between  being  many  feet  higher  than 
either  the  lake  or  the  river,  but  I  know  that  the  lake 
was  higher  than  the  river  i  indeed,  for  the  firft  and 
fecond   year,    it   proved   impracticable,    the  drain, 
though  laid  out  above  ten  feet  wide,  ftill  filling  up 
as  it  was  made :  but  by  perfeverance,  and  ftill  open«- 
ing  the  drain  at  the  end  where  the  fall  lay,  at  length 
the  lake,  to  the  furprife  of  many,  run  into  the  river, 
and  gave  me  a  new  command  of  water.     The  whole 
bog,  in  ten  years  time,    funk  amazingly,  and  dif- 
clofed  to  me,  from  the  windows  of  my  houfe,  the 
profpedt  of  a  country  which  could  not  be  feen  from 
them  before  i  but  works  of  this  kind  require  patience 
and  perfeverance :  for  at  the  end  of  three  years,  when 
curiofity  led  me  to  fee  the  effeSts  of  a  great  flood  after  a 
very  heavy  fall  of  rain,  I  had  the  mortification  to  fee  the 
great  bank,  wh^ch  I  made  acrofs  the  river,  float  way, 
like  a  boat  before  me.     The  neighbours,  who  for 
years  pafl:  had  infifted  that  my  father  and  I  had  un- 
dertaken  and  impradlicable  work,   applauded  their 
own  judgment  upon  the  occafion,  and  endeavoured 
to  difluade  me  from  any  further  purfuit ;  but  inftead 
of  following  their  advice,  I  immediately  provided  a 
boat,  (for  horfes  and  cars  could  not,  without  great 
difficulty,  be  brought  to  the  place)  and  witl;i  its  aflift- 
ance  conveyed  ftones  fufficient  to  fill  up  the  channel 
of  the  old  river,  the  brpadth  of  the  bank,  and  after- 
wards, by  bog  fluff  brought  by  boat,   and  funk  in 
the  front  of  the  bank,  I  made  it  ftaunch ;  then  raifed 
it  by  fed  work,  and  planted  trees  on  the  top  of  it, 
by  whii:h  means  it  has  remained  firm,  and  anfwered 
my  whole  defign  for  thefe  nineteen  years  paft.^  When 
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I  ert&ed  my  mill,  and  made  fluices  to  keep  up  the 
water  for  it,  I  obferved  that  mjr  new  river  thereby 
became  navigable  for  a  boat,  as  well  as  the  old  river, 
and  that  it  might  prove  very  advantageous  for  the 
conveyance  of  manures,    if  a  communication  was 
made  from  one  to  the  other ;  but  this  was  difficult, 
afs  the  new  riVer,  in  time  of  flood,  was  four  or  five  . 
feet  higher  in  its  level  than  the  old  river,  yet  I  over- 
came the  difficulty,  by  cutting  a  navigable  line  16 
perch  in  length,  where  was  firm  gravel  at  the  bot- 
tom, from  river  to  river,  and  built  a  water-lock  at 
the  edge  of  the  new  river,  where  I  found   a  firm 
foundation  at  the  bottom  of  the  bog.     It  anfwered  ♦ 
my  purpofe,  gave  mc  a  great  command  of  water ;  for 
by  openmg  the  fluices  of  the  lock,  I  can  at  any  time 
overflow  my  meadows,  which  lie  on  each  fide  of  the 
old  river :    it  has   ftood   now  for  about  18  years. 
When  I" obferved  the  advantages  which  arofe  from 
being  able  to  convey  manures  by  boat,  I  proceeded,' 
and  cut  a  navigable  line  30  perch  long,  20  feet  wide 
from  the  new  river,  above  the  great  bank  into  the 
fouth  great  bogj  and  cut  another  navigable  line  32 
perch  lorig,  12  feet  wide,  from  the  old  river  north- 
ward into  the  north  bog,  and  another  navigable  line 
through  the  fame  bog  weftward,  in  a  winding  direc- 
tion, for  the  fakq  of  beauty,  50  perch  long,  and  20 
feet  wide;  and  cut  another  line  21  perch  long,  and 
14  ket  wide  fouthward,  from  the  weftern  line,  which 
brings  my  boat  into  my  farm-yard,  and  enables  it 
to  proceed  through   all   the  navigable  lines  which 
communicate  with  each  other.     Several  fprings  of 
water  rofe  from  the  uplands,  which  lye  weft  of  the . 
north  bog,  and  probably  were  the  caufe  of  that  bog 
in  the  1)efore-mentioned  navigable  line,  which  run 
towards  thefc  fprings.     I  built  a  feeond  water-lock, 

Y  3  an4 
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an4  tuFfiocl  an  arch  pver  it»  s^  H  fland$  in  ofier  c^  the 
appFoaches  |o  Q>y  honfe;   by  ibutting.  tlii9  g^jtes  of 
this  loc);,  tbe  fprin^  whieb  rua  into'  th«  liveFj^  W*  ^ 
ing  int^rcept^d^   ^  fli^et  of  w^ter  overfprQad^  »ieBr  « 
two  acr^  in  my  lawn,  which  lie$  bcl;wf;^n  tb^  woo^ 
^nd  wy  houfe,  and  the  boats  ar^  tb^eby  eja,^b^ed  to  . 
go  to  the  bigblands^  wher^  tbei^e  i$  plenty  of  giravel 
to  manure  the  bogs.    I  ms^e  my  xiavigable  lines  by 
banking  oiit  the  water,  and  keeping  the  drains  enapty 
by  fcrew^-p^^np^  of  about  13  feet  long,  which  we^Q 
worked  by  tyfo,  h^H)  relieving  each  other  day  and 
night,  which  oiy  own  carpetit;^r  made,.  emi4  ^^o^  buitt 
my  locks  before  be  bad  feen  any  thing  of  (he.kiud» 
until  lie  admired  his  own  works*    Whilft  I  was  exe- 
cuting the  works  which  I  have  defcribed,  I  prpqeeded 
to  reclaiqi  the  bogs  adjacent  totbem«    TbeUoe&l 
have  inefttioned  divided  tbie  north  bog  inlip  four;  parts> 
lyhicb  I  it^clQfed  by  (mailer  drains  into  fo  m^ny  Ji4;tle 
parks  i  it  is  entirely  reclaimed,  and  has  been  for  ft« 
veral  years  paft  under  pillage  and  meadow„  and  yet> 
iwv^i  ^hoc«b  it  has  iubfided  ^onfiderablyj^  an  iron 
boreir  of  18  feet,  does  not  in  fe veral  parts  thereof 
reach  (he  bc^tom  of  the  bog :  it  was  full  of  bodies, 
put  of  wbk;b  ti^rf  for  fuel  h^  beep  formerly  ent^. 
the  levelling  of  which  ^4ed  much  to  the  e^pence  of 
recl^ili^ng^     The  eaft  bog,^  from  the  ifland  to  the 
old  river ,^  is.  all  reclaimed,  e?ccept  two  pr  three  acce^ 
towards  the  f€»utb»  aifid  ha$  likewife  been  ynder  tik 
lage  an4  mo^Qvr  for  fome  yea^rs,  paft.     I  reclaimed 
theCe  ^wo  bPg^i  by  eoifering  ^be  furface  wi^h  lime-» 
ftpn^gtay^,  theft  laid  a  coat  pf  duivg  oyeif  it,  ai^. 
planted  f^l^toes  \ipo^  the  dung  j  t^  i>e^,t  year  fowed 
oats.  Of  rye  and  grafs  ^eds,  ai>d  the  fpllpwif^  year 
l«pwed  ih^  prodtiK^e ;  the  bog  was  (o  wet,  that  I  cut 
i^Ywi^  ta^_  drains,  Mrhigb  I  fince  filled  up,  when. 
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they  had  pcrfprmed  their  office.     To  lay  the  gravel 
on,  I  was  obliged  to  make  roads  with  hurdles,  to 
be^r  up  fm&ll  horfes,  which  carried   the  gravel  in 
baikets  upon  their  bucks,  and  to  remove  the  hurdles 
from  place  to  place,  as  occafion  required  ;  the  boats 
laid  the  gravel  and  manures  upon  the  fides  of  the 
rivers  and  the  drains,  from  whence  the  horfes  con- 
veyed them.     The  fubfiding  of  this  bog  is  remark- 
able ;  if  I  fhould  fay  from  fifteen  to  twenty  fioet,  I 
think  that  I  fliould  not  exceed  :  when  I  firft  cut  the 
|)ew  river,  the  bog  rofe  in  a  hill  between  it  and  the 
old  river ;  there  is  now  a  fall  the  whole  way,  except 
where  the  hill  ftood,  which  is  the  loweft  part.     The 
bog  is  now  fo  firm  as  to  bear  a  loaded  cart.     I  floped 
the  fides  of  the  hollows,  where  for  fome  years  I  had 
Cttt  turfs ;  being  advifed  to  cut  the  bog  away,  but 
that  would  be  the  work  of  ages  ;  and  where  the  fur- 
face  was  cut  off  proved  moil  barren,  and  required 
moft  manure  ;    thefe  hollows  are  now  little  greea 
vales  'j  and  pofterity  will  puzzle,  as  fome  do  at  pre- 
ient,  to  find  the  caufe  of  them.    After  the  firft  crops  - 
were  token  off,  and  mowed  for  two  or  three  years,  I 
obferved  little  tufts  of  heath  began  to  appear  in  the 
meadows ;  where  thefe  appeared,  fome  parts  I  tilled 
again ;  put  dung  upon  others ;  but  lime  effectually 
baniihed  them;   and  fo  did  a  mixture  of  kelp  and 
aihes,  the  refufe  of  the  bleach-green,  which  proved 
the  richefl  manure.     I  fpread  river-mud  upon  one  or 
two  acres,  which  had  little  effeS,  only  produced  a 
fedgey  fpirey  grs^fs,    until  dung  was   laid  over  itj 
marie  had  fome  what  a  better  ef&cSt  than  the  river- 
mud,   but  marie,   mixed  with  dung,   proved  very 
good ;  lime,  dung,  or  kelp,  broke  fine  into  powder,, 
proved  the  beft.     I  reclaimed  above  one  acre,  by 
gravelling,  and  laying  a  coat  of  freih  lime  over  thq 
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gravel,  and  planted  potatoes  upon  the  lime,  without 
any  dung ;  the  potatoes  were  fmall,  and  lay  thin 
when  dug  out,  but  the  corn  which  fucceeded  them, 
proved  very  good,  and  the  bog  was  thereby  well  re- 
claimed. It  (hould  be  obferved,  that  all  the  ftone 
and  gravel  of  this  country  is  lime-ftone.  I  tried  to  - 
reclaim  part  by  burning,  but  the  red  bogs,  which 
mine  were,  proved  too  wet  and  fpongy  j  the  afliesr 
were  white,  and  fo  light  that  they  had  little  effc<ft. . 
In  the  manner  I  have  defcribed,  I  reclaimed  about 
five  acres  of  the  fouth  bog,  which  lay  within  the  na- 
vigable line ;  but  not  being  able  to  purfue  my  navi- 
gation into  this  bog,  the  gravel  at  the  bottom  of  the 
bog  rifing  above  the  level  of  my  upper  river,  with- 
out confidcrable  expence,  and  the  addition  of  ano- 
ther water-lock,  I  made  a  firm  gravel  road  into  the 
bog,  firft  dividing  one  of  the  large  divifions,  made 
by  my  father,  by  two  crofs  drains  ten  feet  wide,  into 
four  divifions^  which  made  the  bog  pretty. dry;  I 
then  laid  dung,  two  or  three  inches  thick,  upon  the 
furfacc  of  the  bog,  without  any  gravel  or  other  ma- 
nures under :  I  obferve,  that  the  crops  of  potatoes, 
com,  and  meadow  following,  were  full  as  good  as 
thofe  where  the  gravel  was  firfi  laid  on,  which  in  wet 
T)ogs  fink  too  fuddei^ly ;  I  would  therefore  advife, 
and  intend  to  purfue,  the  laying  on  of  gravel  after 
the  bog  has  been  mowed  for  two  or  three  years  :  the 
expence  of  gravelling  an  acre  at  the  firft,  is,  at  the 
leaft,  from  four  to  fix  pounds ;  and  as  you  proceed 
further  into  the  bog,  the  expence  muft  increafe; 
therefore  where  duHg  is  to  be  had  in  plenty,  it  is  th^ 
beft  material  for  reclaiming  a  bog ;  but  I  think  that 
compofts  made  with  lime  and  earth  mixed,  or  lime 
and  moor,  may  anfwer  the  end  of  dung,  which  I 
have  not  yet  fulHciently  tried^  but  intend  fo  to  do. 

To 
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To  enumerate  feveral  odier  drains  which  I  made 
in  the  eaft  and  fouth  bogs,  to  prepare  them  for  re-  ^ 
claiming,  would  prove  too  tedious.     I  ufually  cut  ' 
them  ten  feet  wide;  but  it  is  difficult  in  awetbc^. : 
to  afcertain  the  depth  of  a  drain  until  the  bog  has  « 
fubfided  for  years.     In  making  the  drain,  whS'ch  I 
have  mentioned  from  the  lake  to  the  river,  30  or  40  * 
men  working  in  the  fame  part  of  the  drain  for  four  or  . 
five  days  without  intermifJion,  except  at  night,  could? 
not  bring  the  drain,  in  the  eveniiigs,  to  be  deeper 
than  from  one  to  two  feet  deep,  and  both  the  overfeer  \ 
and  men  were  all  fo  out  of  patience,- that  they. were . 
with  difficulty  perfuaded  to  continue  the  work ;  but . 
as  I  rode  round  the  bog^  I  obferved  that  the  bog  was 
fiibfiding,    and  that  they  were  gaining  the   levej, 
though  they  did  not  perceive  it;. for  the  flufla  flung 
by  the  fhovels  out  of  the  dnun  preflTed  down  the  bog 
and  fqueezed  out  the  water  intp  the  drain  which  ran 
oiF,  as  I  begun  where  the  fall  lay ;  the  bog  was  fo 
foft  that  the  men  were  obliged  to  ftand  upon  boards 
as  they  worked,  to  prevent  them  from  finking  :  the 
bogs  which  I  firft  reclaimed  are  ftill  fubfiding.     I 
had,  the  laft  fummer,  32  acres  of  the  bogs,  which  I 
have  defcribedy  all  under  tillage  and  meadow;  I  alfo 
mowed  ten  acres  of  the  bottoms  on  the  river  fides, 
between  the  reclaimed  bogs  ;  and  other,  ten  acres  of 
bottoms  by  the  fame  river,  made  meadow  by  banks 
caft  up  round  them,  to  guard  againft  floods,  planted 
with  alder  and  fallows :  I  have  fix  acres  more  of  the 
eaft  bog  reclaimed  by  a  coat  of  gravel  only,  never 
tilled,  but  referved  for  pafture ;  but  they  are  far  in- 
ferior to  tJic  tilled  bogs,  and  will  not  be  meadow 
until  covered  with  other  manure,  and  tilled.     I  can- 
not afcertain  the  depth  of  feveral  parts  of  my  re- 
claimed bogs,  as  my  borer  of  18  feet  long  does  not 

reach 


330  M    O    N    I    V    A. 

reach  the  bottom  of  the  north  and  caft  bogs ;  the 
fottth  bog  is  all  12  and  13  feet  deep  :  but  towards 
th»  verge  they  are.  fliallower.  The  navigable  lines 
which  I  have  defer ibed,  encompafs  31.  acres,  except 
on  part  of  the  wcik  fide,  vKhere  my  boufe  ftands  ; 
thefe  I  call  my  garden  or  fmall  farm,  through  V7hich 
the  old  river  winds ;  clumps  of  fpruce  fir,  beech  and 
alder,  grow  well  on  the  fides  of  the  new  river,  where 
gravel-  was  thrown  on  the  banks,  from  the  bottom 
when  it  was  firft  made ;  the  broad-leaved  elm  inter- 
fperled  through  the  meadows  reclaimed  from  the  bogy 
atfo  thrive  ^  I  have  two  fmalt  groves  on  each  fide  of 
the  water-lock,  of  a  fpontaneous  growth,  from  the* 
d^eep  reclaimed  bog,  confiftrng  cf  qwcken  or  moun- 
tain afli,  birch,  holly,  and  fallow,  fome  of  which  are 
from  17  to  above  20  feet  high.  In  making  my  navi- 
gable line,  which  runs  weft  to  the  edge  of  my  lawn, 
I  difcovered  by  my  borer  that  a  bed  of  white  marie, 
at  die  depth  of  16  feet,  lay  under  the  north  bogj 
the  bed  of  marie  proved  to  be  five  feet  thick,  under 
which  lay  a  ftratum  of  gravel,  from  fix  to  nine  inches 
thick,  under  which  ftratum  of  gravel  lay  another  bed 
of  marie,  four  feet  thick.  In  the  laft  dry  fummer, 
by  the  aid  of  my  fcrew-pumps,  I  raifed  a  great  quan- 
tity of  this  marie,  whicb  leads  mc  to  claim  a  medal 
for  reclaiming  dry  heathy  mountain,  upon  which, 
after  ploughing,  I  fpread  the  marie.  But  I  fear  that 
I  have  tired  you,  as  I  have  myfelf,  and  (hall,  for  the 
l^efent,  only  prefent  my  refpe^s  to  the  Society,  and 
afiure  you  that  I  am, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  moft  obediieot  fervant, 
ROBERT  FRENCH. 

It 
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It  may  be  objeifted,  that  the  works  were  begun' 
previous  ta  the  publication  of  the  premiums )  I 
doubt  whether  it  be  poffible  to  reclai'm  fuch  bogs  in 
Jcfs  than  eight  or  ten  years ;  the  water  muft  have 
tirtie  to  ouze  from  fponges,  which  fuch  bogs  iire :  to 
reclaim  them  very  expeditioully  would  exceed  the 
expence  of  a  private  fortune^    '        f       - 


A/.  I 


To  the.  Rev.  Peter  Ghaigneau,    '     ''  '"-'^  '^^^ 
ftffiftant  fecfetary  to  the  Dub^  *    '^  ' 

Un  Society.    -  *         ,  * . 


•/  \ 


Mr.  Fr£Kch  remarkfiji  that  the  ^xpeocft  fif-  im- 
proving bogs,  equally  fpongy  and  wet,  with  this,  is 
very  confiderable,  for  the  drains  will  for  (<>me  tone 
fill  up  almoft  as  f^ft  as  madeu. '  Wheii  the  drasmng js 
finiihed,  the  main  drains  ihould  be  left  live  feet.dj9q>, 
and  the  breadth  juft  fuffici^t  to  keep  the  bank3  Up : 
crofs  drai^is^  of  a  fmatler  dimenfion,  mqil  be  n^iade, 
which,  when  the  bog  is  perfe&ly  drained,  may  be  filled 
up  again.  As  to  the  expence,  he  obferves,  that  it  muft 
necieiTarily  vary  greatly  j  but  the  very  worft  fort  may  be 
completely  done  for  6K  an  aqre.  Manuring  with 
gravel,  lime)  or  clay,  may  in- general  be  efttnuitod  at 
61t  Then  Mr.  French  would  by  all  means  plant  po-* 
tatoes,  in  the  trenching  manner,  for  the  fake  of  mix* 
ing  the  manure,  which  is  laid  on  with  the^furface  of 
the  bog»  and  alfo  for  the  ufc  of  the  trenches  as  furface 
drains.  The  crop  of  potatoes^  if  a  moderate  quanj* 
tity  of  dung  h  fpread  for  them,  will  be  equal  to>  itnj 
in  the  country,  that  is,  worth  lol.  an  acre ;  but  if 
DO  dung,  they  will  not  more  than  pay  the  expence  of 
i^i%  plantingt  and  taiung  up-     la  the  fpring  after, 

dig 
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dig  it  (lightly,  level  tke  trenches,  and  fow  oats ;  t^e 
digging  will. not  coft  more  than  los.  an  acre.  .  The 
crop  of^oats  will  be  12  barrels,  or.rye,  will  be  a  great 
produce.  With  this  xorn  the  grafs  feeds  fhould  be 
fown;  rye  grafs  {lolium^pfrenfu)  and  white  grafs  (fo/- 
m^  lanatus)  do  lyell  ^  cpmmo^  hay  feeds  food.  The 
firft  year  a  car  muft  hot.go  on,  but  the. hay  brought 
off  by  men.  The  fecond  year  it  will  bear  cars,  and 
would  then  let  for  xos.  an  acre,  fpr  thrcf  ye^s  only ; 
2  It*  an  acre  for  hay.  After  that,  a  frefli  m^uring„ 
with  a  compoft  of  lime  and  earth,  or  Hm^  and  gravel, 
and  then  would  let  at  15s.  If  the  land  for  potatoes 
is  well  dunged,  the  poor  will  pay  4I.  an  acre  for  it; 
^d  ^he  hay,  inftead  of  2is.  will  let  at  3I.  ' 

In  relation  to  his  mountain-moor  improvement, 
the  ftate  of  the  foil  before  improving  was  that  of 
continued  heath,  {^Hck  vulgaris)  ^ith  great  quantities 
of  lime  ftones  on  the  fiirface.  Mr.  French,  in  the 
firft  place,,  ploughed  it  with  fix  bullocks,  which  did 
not  do  more  than  one-foUrth  of  an  acre  a  day,  as 
the  roots  of  the  heath  made  it  ftrong  work.  As  they 
turned  up  the  ftones,  or  vfr^re  impeded  by  tbem,  they 
were  drawn  away  in  cars  to  make  the  walls*  Left  it 
after  the  ploughing  from  half  a  year  to  a  year,  and 
then  broke  it,  crofs-piloughed,  and  harrowed,  in  all 
four  ploughings,  after  the  laft,  harrowed  it  fmooth, 
and  limed.  Pegart  With  60  barrels  an  acre,  but  in- 
creafed  it  to  100,  and  to  200,  and  found  the  crops 
fcetter  and  better,  in  proportion  to  the  quantity. 
Upon^  the  liming  fowed  the  wheat,  Aiid  harrowed  it 
in^  The  crop  has  been  generally  from  five  to  feveri 
barrels  an  acre.  The  following  year  either  barley  or 
i^ts  :  of  barley  the  crops  have  been  middling,  about 
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S  barrels.  Of  oats,  12  barrels.  After  either  the  bajrlcjf 
or  oats,  another  crop  of  oat^,  equally  good,  and  with  that 
fowed  hay  feeds,  or  rye  grafs  and  clover.  Before  the 
Improvement  it  let  at  4s.  gd.  25  years  ago,  and  if  the 
lame  heath  was  to  be  let  now,  it  would  be  worth  8s« 
After  the  oats  abovementioned,  has  let  it  readily  at 
I4S%  Dividing  the  lands  into  divifipns  of  from  15  to 
20  acred  pieces,  clears  them  of  ftones,  and  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  walls,  is, 

I.    d. 
Drawing  the  ftones  -        -        2    6  per  perch. 

Building  dry      -      -         -         -         I     i 


3    7 


If  coped  and  dafhed,  the  additional 
expence  will  be      -      -      -      -    a 


6'    I 


They  are  all  lime-ftone  lands,  and  make  very  fine 
Iheep-walks.  Before  the  improvements  very  many 
(beep  died  on  thefe  grounds,  of  the  red-water,  but 
fince  the  liming  this  has  not  happened  ;  nor  would  it 
before  give  flax,  but  now.  very  fine. 

'  Mr.  French  burns  the  lime  in  perpetual  kilns 
with  turf,  laying  in  the  turf  and  ftone  in  layers,  the 
fame  as  culm,  and  all  expences  included,  amount  to 
4d.  a  barrel  roach,  of  32  gallons.  Two  cubical 
yards  of  turf  will  burn  one  cubical  yard  of-  ftone. 
If  the  turf  is  very  good  one  and  an  half  will  do.  He 
tried  French  kilns,  in  which  he  burned  1500  and 
2000  barrels,  but  found  it  very  uncertain,  frequently 

having 
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kaving  the  ftoAe  come  oat  unbumt.  A  kilii  of  15M 
btth-els^  comes  to  25I.  but  often  it  ran  to  40I.  he  has 
upon  the  whole,  found  it  far  better  to  nfe  die  odief 
fort,  which  are  cheaper,  and  more  certain.  Another 
fort  of  mountain  land,  is  the  Wet  boggy  fort,  one  to 
four  feet  deep,  which  he  improved  by  digging  off 
almoft  all  the  bog  for  lime ;  then  ploughed  it  with 
fix  bullocks,  and  let  it  to  the  poor  from  a  guinea  to 
30S.  aft  acre,  for  them  to  bum,  harrow,  and  plant 
potatoes ;  after  which  they  pay  as  much  more  for  a 
crop  of  oats,  then  limes  it,  takes  another  crop  of 
oats,  and  fows  grafles  with  it ;  after  this  improve-* 
ment  lets  as.  well  as  the  other.  White  marle^ 
from  under  a  bog,  Mr.  French  tried^  for  improving 
14  acres  of  dry  mountain  land  $  the  effe£l  wHs  much 
die  fame  as  that  of  lime,  but  more  expenfive  from 
the  difficulty  of  getting  it.  In  the  year  1744,  when 
Mr.  French  came  to  his  eftate^  there  was  no  other 
linen  manufadure  than  a  little  handle  linen,  merely 
for  their  own  confumption,  with  no  other  fpinning 
than  fm*  that,  and  even  fot  this^  there  was  Aot  moit 
than  one  loom  in  100  cabbins.  In  1746$  he  under-* 
took  toeftabliih  a  better  fabric,  and  with  more  exteti-* 
fivfe  viewv.  He  firft  began  by  ereSing  fpihhitig 
fchools,  and  fowing  flax,  ai  acres  of  which  he  fowed 
on  his  own  account.  The  linen  board  gave  at  that 
tiflie  id.  a  day  to  all  children  that  went  td  any  fpin- 
ning fchools,  which  was  of  ufe  ;  but  the  providing 
iUx  Mr*  French  found  erf*  the  greateft  ufe.  In  1749$ 
he  dfaibliflied  eight  weavers  afld  their  famitits,  and 
the  fame  year  built  a  bleach  mill,  arid  formed  a  greeti^ 
and  to  carry  it  on  to  advantage,  ferit  31  lad  into  the 
Norths  and  bound  him  dppnentice  there,  in  order  to 
learn  the  whole  bufinefs.  Upon  his  return,  he  ma- 
naged the  nianufadory  for  Mr.  French,  buying  the 

yarn. 
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yarn^  paying  Wdavert  for  weaving  it  by  the  yard, 
bleaching  and  felling  it* ,  In  this  manner  it  went  on 
for  15  years  ;  but  as  in  this  ftiite  it  wafc  dependent  on 
Mir.  French's  life,  he  eriaWcd  this  manager  to  take 
the  whole  upon  his  own  account,  binding  him  to 
keep  every  weaver  on  the  eftatc  employed,  whatever 
might  be  the  number.  The  progrefs  of  this  under- 
taking, united  with  the  agricultural  improvements, 
will  be  feen  by  the  following  returns  of  the  Moniva 
eftate,  at  different'  periods. 

* 

In  1744.    There  tvere  three  farmers,  a:nd  fix  or  eight 

fhepherd^  and  cow- herds. 
In  1 77 1.    There  were  248  houfes,  90   looms,  and 

268  wheels. 
In  1772.    257  houfes,  93  looms,  and  288  wheels. 
In  1776.    2176  houfes,  96  looms,  and  370  wheels. 

Here^  in  a  few  words,  is  the  progrefs  of  a  moft  noble 
undertaking ;  and  I  (hould  obferve,  that  it  is  doubly 
beneficial  from  one  circumftance.  All  thefc  weaver^ 
Are  mere  cottagers  in  a  town  without  any  land,  except 
^  cabbage  garden,  by  which  means  they  have  nothing 
to  do  with  farming,  but  become  a  market  to  the  far- 
mers that  furround  them,  which  Is  what  all  manufac- 
turers ought  to  be,  inftead  of  fpreading  over  the 
country,  to  the  deftrudtion  of  agriculture.  Another 
circumftance  in  which  Mr.  French  has  given  a  new 
face  to  Moniva,  and  its  environs,  is  by  planting  5  he 
found  a  confideraWe  wood  of  birch,  which  being  an 
unpleafing  tree,  and  not  improving,  he  cut  them  gra- 
dually down,  ajid  planted  oak,  elm,  and  beach,  with 
various  other  forts  ;  he  began  this  30  years  ago,  and 
no  year  paffes  withotrt  his  making  fome  new  planta- 
tion. 
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tion.  By  properly  managing  this  n/oekl  of  1 1 1  acres, 
he  has  made  it  pay  him  150L  a  year  ever  fince,  and 
there  is  now  more  than  thrice  the  value  of  timber  in 
it,  to  what  there  was  when  he  began.  Whatever  he 
has  planted  has  anfwered  well,  but  the  growth  of  the 
beach  is  the  greateft.  That  of  the  oak  is  very  great, 
and  more  flouriihing  than  ever  Mr«  French  expeded 
to  fee  them  at  the  time  of  planting.  The  broad- 
leafed  elm  thrives  very  well  upon  the  bogs,  after  they 
are  cultivated.  Mr.  French  has  tried  moft  forts  of 
trees  in  rows  along  the  hedges,  but  none  of  them 
have  fucceeded,  the  weft  winds  cut  them  in  pieces  ; 
fince  which  he  makes  inclofures,  and  plants  them 
thick. 

I  OUGHT  not  to  forget  obferving,  that  Mr.  French 
fupports  a  charter- fchool  at  his  own  expence,  wherein 
are  from  20  to  40  children,  conftantly  fupported, 
cloathed,  and  taught  to  read  and  write,  and  to  fpin 
and  weave. 

Farms  around  Moniva  confift,  principally,  of 
large  ftock  ones,  from  200  to  500  acres,  with  very 
few  cabbins  upon  them ;  the  tillage  of  the  country  is 
principally  carried  on  by  villagers,  who  take  farms 
in  partncrfliip.  Mr.  French's  are  generally  from  20 
to  130  acres.  There  will  fometimes  be  from  10  to 
30  families  on  a  farm  of  200  acres  5  but  Mr.  French 
finds  that  they  do  not  thrive  well  if  there  are  more 
than  fix  families  to  one  farm.  The  foil  to  the  weft 
of  Moniva,  is  a  lime-ftone  gravel,  mixed  with  a  clay, 
fome  of  it  upon  clay :  to  the  eaft  it  is  a  deeper  and 
richer  clay,  and  lime-ftone  all  the  way  to  the  Shan- 
non.     The  whole  County   lime-ftone,  except   the 

mountainous 
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mountainous  trafts  on  the  weft,  beyond  Loch  Carril, 
and  the  mountains  to  the  fouth  of  Loch  Rea.  Rents 
in  this  neighbourhood  rife  generally  from  izs.  to  i6s. 
except  old  leafes,  which  are  6s.  or  7s.  The  richeft 
part  of  the  county  is  between  Lochrea  and  Portumne, 
thence  to  Eyre-court,  Clonfert,  and  Aghrim.  The 
third  of  the  county  is  bog,  lake,  and  unimproved 
mountain ;  but  moft  of  the  latter  yields  fome  trifling 
rent,  the  whole  third,  perhaps  3d.  an  acre ;  the  other 
two-thirds  12s.  at  an  average.  The  ifles  of  Arran 
contain  7000  acres,  belong  to  John  Digby,  Efq; 
and  let  at  about  2000I.  a  year.  The  great  traft  of 
mountain  is  the  three  baronies  of  Eyre  Connaught, 
Rofs,  Ballynahinch  and  Moycullen ;  they  are  4a 
miles  long,  and  15  broad,  and  are  in  general  uncul- 
tivated. The  principal  proprietors  are,  Robert 
Martin,  Efq;  Thomas  French,'  of  Moycullen,  Efqj 
and  Patrick  Blake,  Efq;  of  Drum j  *■■■  Lynch, 
of  Barna ;  — —  Geohagen,  Efq;  -of  BowoWn  ; 
4  Lynch,  Efq;  of  Drumrong  ;  Sir  John  OTla- 

herty,  &c.  Mr.  Martin  has  the  largeft  traft ;  he  has 
let  to  Mr.  Popham,  14,000  Irifh  ^cres,  for  3  lives,  at 
no  rent  at  all ;  then  three  lives  more  at  150I.  a  year  ; 
and  after  them  for  61  years  at  the  fame  rent;  and 
Mr.  Popham  has  fome  men  at  work  upon  improving, 
from  England  and  Leinfter*.  There  is  lime-ftone 
gravel  upon  a  part  of  the  land,  but  not  generally  in 
Eyre  Connaught,  any  more  than  lime-ftone  ;  at  leaft 
according  to  common  report. 


*•  Thefc  works  have  fince  been  difcontinued  with  many  other 
undertakings  of  the  fame  perfon. 
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33*     COUNTY  OF  GAI^WAY, 

Courfes  of  Crops  about  Moniva. 

I.  Potatoes-.     2.  Bere.     3.  Oats.     4.  Oats* 
I.  Potatoes.     2.  Flax.     3.  Oats.     4.  Oats. 

There  are  fome  good  tillage  farmers  towards  the 
Shannon,  who  fow  grafs  feeds.     They  alfo  fow  fuc-^ 
ceffive  crops  till  the  land  is  exhaufted,  and  leave  it 
for  fome  time  to  graze  itfclf.     No  ploughing  or  har- 
rowing by  the  tail,  nor  any  burning  the  corn  inftead 
of  threfliing,  but  thefc  pradices  were  very  common 
30  years  ago.     The  meafure  of  potatoes  is  the  barrel 
of  42  ftonc ;  five  plant  an  acre,  the  average  price  6s. 
or  8s.  at  the  beginning  of  the  feafon  ;  los.  or  i2s. 
at  the  latter  end.     The  average  produce  25  barrels, 
or  lol.     Oats  yield  about   8  barrels.      Of  flax,   a 
hoglhcad  fows  two  acres.     It  is  but  lately  that  they 
have  faved  their  feed,  but  it  is  now  coming  in ;  a 
good   common  crop  4cwt.  of  fcutched  flax,  and  the 
medium  price  40s.  a  cwt.     There  are  confiderable 
improvements  of  mountain,  and  fome  of  bog,   that 
have  been  carried  on  by  the  poor  villagers.     They 
dig  and  burn  the  mountain,  and  get   by  that  means 
very  fine  potatoes  without  dung,  paying  20s.  an  acre 
for  it.      If  they  have  the  land  to  themfelves  they 
will,  after  the  potatoes,  get  good  wheat,  and  after 
that  feveral  crops  of  oats,    till  the  land  is  exhaufted. 
Thefe  village  farmers,  I  remarked,  as  I  went  through 
the  country,   were  induftrious  in  forming  compofts 
of  boggy  moor,   turf,    and   lime-ftone,   with   what 
dung  they  can  raife.     They  were  now  making  them 
ready  againft  the  winter's  dung;  thefe  are  for  po- 
tatoes the  following  fpring,  and  they  find  it  anfwer 
fo  well  that  the  pradice  incrcafes  very  faft.     Such  of 
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them  as  are  near  the  bogs,  Mr.  French  giVes  the  bog 
to  them  for  10  years  rent  free,  and  then  they  pay  him 
IDS.  an  acre  for  it.  They  drain,  manure  with  limc^ 
ftone  gravel,  and  a  little  dung,  and  plant  potatoes, 
getting  fine  crops  arid  good  corn  afterwards.  In  ohe 
of  the  bogs  which  a  village  was  cutting  away,  the 
men  called  Mr.  French  to  fliew  him  the  old  ridge 
and  furrow  at  the  bottom,  which  he  found  per- 
feft.  It  was  four  feet  deep  :  that  this  country  was 
once  generally  cultivated,  there  are  other  figns. 
There  are  vaft  numbers  of  lime-ftone  gravel  pits 
among  the  mountain  heathy  lands,  though  there  is 
not  the  Icaft  tradition  when  thev  were  ufed. 

The  principtit  ftock  in  this  country  is  (heep  (ot 
breeding,  the  fale  being  wethers,  which  they  fell  fat 
at  Ballinafloe  ;  and  wool,  of  which  they  clip  from  the 
ewes  41b.  and  from  the  wethers  51b.  fells  now  at 
above  is.  a  lb.  Mr.  French  remembers  the  price  of 
wool,  50  years  ago,  at  6s.  and  7s.  a  ftone;  1744" 
was  reckoned  a  very  high  year,  and  he  fold  27  bags, 
at  IDS.  6d.  a  ftone :  but  as  he  got  out  of  ftock,  he 
has  not  fince  had  more  than  two  bags.  In  1745,  &c. 
it  fell  to  8s.  a  ftone.  The  great  rife  of  the  price  of 
wool,  Mr.  French  attributes  to  the  low  price  of 
fpinning  and  the  increafe  of  tillage.  The  ftock 
farmers,  who  are  good  managers,  have  two  farms, 
one  as  a  dry  one,  in  this  neighbourhood  for  win- 
ter, and  another  in  the  deeper  richer  lands  in  the 
eaftern  part  of  the  county,  for  fummer  feeding  and 
fatting.  Three  year  old  wethers,  from  the  light 
foils  here,  fell  from  15s.  to  25s.  each.  It  is  reckoned 
good  land  that  will  fupport  three  (heep  per  acre  the 
whole. year  round.     The  fyftem  of  grazing  is  to  buy' 
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yearlings,  from  35s.  to  3I.  3s.  and  fell  cut  at  fouif 
year  old,  from  4I.  4s.  to  61,  6s..  They  fometimeS 
fell  them  at  three  years  old. 

■■  They  plough  with  horfes,  but  the  .  gentlemen: 
moftly  with  oxen ;  they  have  not  the  Mayo  cuftom^ 
of  walking  backwards  before  them,  nor  do  they  har- 
nefs^them  all  abreaft,  but  two  and  two.  They  will 
take  a  grazing  farm,  with,  three  years  rent,  for  ftock. 
Land  fells  at  21  years  purchafe.  The  rents  have- 
fallen  fince  1772,  but  are  now  rifing  from  the  great 
price  of  wool,  black  cattle,  and  linen*  Ty«hes  are 
compounded  by  the  pro<S):or8  with  gentlemen,  but 
they  fcrew  up  the  poor  people  to  the  utmoft.  There 
are  ftill  many  men  who  make  it  their  bufii^efs  to  hJre 
laree  trails  of  land  in  order  to  relet  at  advanced  renta* 
Pogulatioa  increafes  greatly,  yet  many  of  them  live^ 
very  poorly  upon  potatoes  and  water,  with  fome  oat-* 
meal.  There  are  many  that  have  no  cpwSj  only  a 
houfe  and  a  garden.  The  grafs  of  a  cow.  is  ,30s* 
This  is  not  the  cafe,  however,  at  Moniva;  there 
they  have  all  cows,  and  are  very  rarely  without  milk* 
Rent  of  a  cabbin  and  an  acre  20s«  building  the  cab- 
bie for  themfelves  ;  and  3OS4  if  it  is  built  for  dlem^ 
There  were  many  emigrants  from  Gal  way  to  Ame- 
rica, but  only,  of  the  loofe  idle  people*  The  general 
religion  is  roman  catholic,  but  about.  Moniva  cbiefiy^. 
proteftant. 

Mr.  Andrew  French,  of  Rathonfe  Galway^who 
1  met  at  Moniva,  favoured  me  with  the  following 
particulars.  At  Galway  there  is  a  falmon  fifhery, 
which  lets  at  200I.  a  year ;  and  in  the  bay  of  Gal- 
way  they  have  a  confidcrable  herring  fiihery.     There 

arc 


COUNTY  OF  GALWAY.     341 

are  belonging  to  the  town  200  to  250  boats,  40  or  50 
of  which  are  employed  in  the  fpring  fifliery,  for  cod, 
hake,  mackarel,  &c.*  Thefe  boats  are  from  four  to 
fix  tons,  fome  nine  tons.  They  coft  building  20I.  a 
boat,  and  the  nets  and  tackle  15I.  the  nets  are  of 
hemp,  tanned  with  bark.  There  are  five  or  fix  men 
to  a  boat  5  they  fifli  by  (hares,  dividing  into  '  fixty : 
they  have  had  this  fifhery  time  immemorial.  The 
plenty  of  fifh  has  decreafed  thefe  15  years.  A  mid- 
dling night's  take  is  5000  fifh  ;  all  they  get  is  fold 
into  the  country,  and  the  demand  is  fo  far  from  being 
jmfwered,  that  many  cargoes  are  brought  in  from  the 
North.  The  fifh  fell  from  is.  4d.  to  2s.  2d.  a  hun- 
dred ;  but  the  men  are  far  from  being  induftrious  in 
the  bufinefs  :   fome  weeks  they  do  not  go  out  twice. 

On  the  coaft  of  Conna  Marra  there  is,  from  the 
lOth  of  april  to  the  lOth  of  may,  a  fifhery  of  fun- 
•fifh,  which  is  done  by  the  herring  boats.  It  is  not 
by  fhares,  but  the  owners  of  the  boats  hire  the  men 
for  the  fifhery .  One  fifh  is  reckoned  worth  5I.  and 
if  a  boat  takes  three  fifh  in  the  month,  it  is  reckoned 
good  luck.  There  are  40  or  50  boats  employed  on 
this.  Along  the  whole  bay  there  is  a  great  quantity 
of  kelp  burnt ;  3000  tons  are  annually  exported  from 
Galway:  the  prefent  price  is  40s.  to  50s.  a  ton. 
The  fhore  is  let  with  the  land  againfl  it,  and  is  what 
the  people  pay  their  rent  by.  They  ufe  a  great  quan- 
tity of  fea  weed,  drove  in  by  ftorms  for  manuring 
land.  In  november  they  carry  it  on,  the  field  being 
ready  marked  out  in  beds  for  potatoes,  and  leaving 
it  on  them,  it  rots  againfl  the  planting  feafon,  and 
give  them  great  crops.  They  alfo  do  this  fuccefs- 
fully  with  fern,  cutting  it  in  autumn,  and  laying  it 
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on  to  the  beds.  The  poor  people  near  Galway  ar^ 
very  induftrious  in  buying  the  fullage  of  the  ftreett 
of  that  town;  they  give  3d.  for  a  horfe  load  of  two 
baflcets,  and  carry  it  three  miles. 

One  circumftance,  relative  to  the  progrefs  of  the 
linen  manufafture  in  this,  country,  the  town  df  Gal- 
way can   inftance.      Mr.  Andrew  French   of  that 
place,  16  years  ago,  imported  the  firft  cargo  of  flax 
feed  of  300  hogflieads,   and   could  only  fell   100  of 
them,  whereas  now  the  annual  importation  rifes  from 
1,500  to  2,300.     Twenty  years  ago  there  were  only 
20  looms  in  Galway,   now  there   are  180.     They 
make  coarfe  flieetings  feven-eighths  wide,  at  gid.  to 
I  id.  a  yard  1  dowlas,  28  inches  wide,  at  yd.   Ofna- 
burgs  at  yd.  alfo.     There  are  eight  or  nine  bleach- 
,  greens  in  the   county,   but  they  bleach,  generally 
fpeaking,  only  for  the   country   confumption  :   tnc 
great  bulk  of  the  linens  are  fent  green  to  Dublin. 
In  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of  Lochrea,  there  are 
300  looms  employed  on  linens  that  are  called  Loch^ 
reas^  of  28  inches  in  width,  which  fell  at  yd.  a  yard. 
All  the  flax  worked  in  the  county  is,  generally  fpeak- 
ing, raifed  in  it.     The  yarn  fpun  is  pound  yarn^  not 
done  into  hanks  at  all.     Very  many  weavers  are  in 
the  towns,  without  having  any  land  more  than  a  cab- 
bage garden.      The   linen  and  yarn  of  the  whol^ 
county  ha^  been  calculated  at  40,0001.  a  year. 

September  3d,  left  Moniva,  and  took  the  road  to 
Woodlawn,  the  feat  of  Frederick  Trench,  Efq;  paf- 
fed  many  bogs  of  confiderable  fize,  perfectly  improvers 
able,  and  without  the  uncommon  exertions  I  have 
Juft  defcribed. 

WOQ^I*^ 
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WooDLAWN  IS  a  feat  improved  entirely  in  the 
modern  Englifh  tafte,  and  is  as  advantageous  a  copy 
of  it  as  I  have  any  where  feen.  The  houfe  fl-ands  on 
the  brow  of  a  rifmg  ground,  which  looks  over  a  lawn 
fwelling  into  gentle  inequalities ;  through  thefe  a 
fmall  ftream  is  converted  into  a  large  river,  in  a  man- 
ner that  does  honour  to  the  tafte  of  the  owner ;  it 
comes  from  behind  a  hill,  at  the  foot  of  which  is  a 
pretty  cottage  hid  by  plantation,  and  flows  into  a 
large  mafs  of  wood  in  front  of  the  houfe :  the 
grounds,  which  form  the  banks  of  this  water,,  are 
pleafing,  and  are  prettily  fcattered  with  clumps  and 
fingle  trees,  and  furrounded  by  a  margin  of  wood. 
The  houfe  is  an  excellent  one,  fo  well  contrived, 
that  the  fame  difpofition  of  apartments  would  \>e 
agreeable  upon  almoft  any  fcale  of  building.    ' 

Mr.  Trench's  improvements  of  bog  made  me 
folicitQUS  to  view  them  ;  he  was  fo  obliging  as  to 
give  me  a  fnW  account,  and  no  body  could  be  more 
anxious  to  have  me  in  general  well  informed,  The 
firll  method  of  improving  he  took  was  with  a  bog  of 
12  acres,  exceedingly  wet,  at  the  bottom  of  hills  i6 
feet  deep  to  his  knowledge,  but  he  never  yet  was  able 
to  meafure  it  to  the  bottom.  A  red  bog,  of  a  light 
fuzzy  fubftance,  like  a  bed  of  tow,  which  would  not 
burn  in  turf;  no  other  produft  than  bog  berries. 
Part  of  it  fo  very  wet,  that  he.  could  not  cut  the 
drains  at  firft  wider  than  four  feet  and  two  fpits  deep  j 
repeated  this  before  the  hard  froft  of  1765  j  had  yet 
made  no  progrefs,  it  being  almoft  as  wet  as  ever :  but 
took  advantage  of  that  froft,  to  cover  the  ice  two 
inches  thick  with  clayey  gravel  ;  when  the  thaw 
came,   the  gravel  funk,  and  prefled  out  the  water. 
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The  expence  of  this  manuring  was  3I.  los.  an  acre* 
This  gravelling  had  fuch  an  efFecSl,  that  in  the  may 
following,  about  half  of  it  bore  horfes  with  bafkets, 
for  carrying  on  du;ig,  and  where  it  would  not  bear 
them,  it  was  carried  on  by  men.  The  quantity  fix 
bufhels  to  the  fquare  perch,  and  immediately  planted 
with  potatoes  in  the  common  trenching  manner. 
The  crop,  per  acre,  40  barrels,  each  44  ftone,  at  8s. 
Levelled  the  potatoe  trenches  in  digging  for  barley, 
in  doing  which  ^attended  minutely  to  not  burying  the 
manure ;  this  digging  coft  30s.  an  acre,  dnd  the 
barley  covered  with  the  fpade,  which  they  do  very 
faft,  and  the  expence  included  irr  the  30s.  The  crop 
of  barley  10  barrels  an  acre,  at  8s.  After  this  crop, 
took  no  more  trouble  with  it ;  very  rich  and  luxu- 
riant grafs  fprang  up  dire£lly,  and  would  let  readily 
in  meadow,  at  25s.  but  part  of  it  in  a  few  years 
would  let  at  2I.  Two  acres  were  not  perfectly  re- 
claimed ;  it  was  of  the  moory  nature;  dug  and 
burned  it,  and  put  in  turnips,  the  crop  very  good  : 
then  dung  it  for  barley,  the  produce  14  barrels  an 
acre,  and  the  meadow  good  ever  fince.  I  was  over 
it,  and  found  it  a  perfedt  improvement ;  the  hay  was 
fine,  the  herbage  good,  and  carried  the  complete  ap- 
pearance of  a  meado^Sv,  except  in  the  drains,  where 
the  heath  ftill  appears. 

Nu  MBER      2. 

Twenty-five  acres  of  fpongy  fungous  bog,  from 
8  to  16  feet  deep,  had  been  cut  into  very  great  turf- 
holes,  which  holes,  though  they  held  water,  and  had 
drowned  many  a  cow,  yet  had  fo  far  drained  the  bog 
as  to  make  the  lefs  draining  neceffaryj  effefted  it, 

and 
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and  then  levelled  the  holes  ;  but  as  they  funk  much 
levelled  them  a  fecond  time.  Upon  this,  took  thfi 
advantage  of  a  froft  to  manure  it  with  clay  and 
gravel,  at  2I.  los.  an  acre  5  then  dunged  a  part  with 
the  quantity  mentioned  already,  and  the  reft  of  it 
manured  with  the  aflies  of  moor,  which  burned  yel-. 
low.  Upon  this  manuring  planted  potatoes  j  the 
crop  lol.  an  acre,  pretty  equal,  being  as  good  after 
the  aflies  as  after  the  dung.  After  the  potatoes,  le- 
velled the  trenches,  and  dug  it  and  fowed  wheat-; 
the  crop .6  barrels  an  acre;  barley  jo  barrels,  oats  9 
barrels;  then  left  it  for  meadow,  the  value  2I. 
an  acre. 

Number   3. 

Another  piece  of  bog  of  the  fame  fort,  light  and 
fpongy;  drained,  and  then  manured  with  clayey 
Irme-ftone  gravel,  mixed  with  ditch  earth.  In  the 
fummcr  planted  potatoes;  the  crop  15  barrels  an 
acre  ;  then  dug  for  oats,  6  barrels  an  acre,  meadow 

ever  fince,  and  perfeSly  good,  would  let  at  il.  los* 

an  acre.  ^ 

Number  4. 

Another  bog  of  the  fame  fort  well  drained,  ma- 
nured with  lime,  80  barrels  an  acre,  at  4d;  a  barrel  ; 
planted  with  potatoes  ;  the  crop  not  worth  digging  ; 
dug  it  for  oats,  the  crop  not  worth  reaping :  then 
left  it  in  grafs,  which  was  indifferent,  not  worth 
more  than  5s.  an  acre. 

NuMlBER     5* 

Another  experiment  was  on  the  fame  fort  of  bog, 
which,  when  well  drained,  was  manured  in  fpring 
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with  limc-ftone  gravel,  and  then  with  marie  inAead 
of  dung,  and  planted  with  potatoes  ;  the  crop  4I.  an 
acre  :  then  dug  it  for  oats,  the  crop  fix  barrels  ;  and 
then  left  to  grafs,  worth  il.  5s.  an  acre. 

Number    6. 

Akother  experiment,  the  fame  as  the  preceding, 
except  lime  laid  inftead  of  marie  :  the  effed  in  every 
refpeft  on  a  par  with  the  marie.  Neither  of  them 
yielded  half  the  produce  which  dung  or^  aihes  would 
have  done, 

» 

Number    7. 

Another  bog  of  the  fame  fort  was,  after  drain- 
ing, manured  with  lime-ftone  gravel,  and  then  with 
the  fcowering  of  ditches  and  earth,  to  the  amount 
of  three  inches  and  a  half  deep  on  the  furface  :  ex- 
pence  in  all  4I.  an  acre.  Then  left,  and  nothing 
more  done  to  it ;  very  good  grafs  came  the  next  fea- 
,fofn,  worth  for  grazing  i8s.  an  acre. 

Number    8. 

Another  fpongy  bog  drained',  and  then  well  gra- 
velled, at  2I.  IDS.  Left  fo  for  three  years  j  fcarce 
any  grafs  came,  the  heath  ftill  remaining  :  planted 
potatoes  on  it  without  any  dung  or  other  additi- 
onal manure ;  the  crop  4I.  an  acre  ;  then  dug  it 
fmooth,  and  nothing  fown  in  it,  but  came  immedi- 
ately to  very  good  pafture,  worth  15s.  an  acre. 

Mr.  French  recommends,  from  his  experience, 

the   following  mode  of  improving  bogs  :  firft,  the 

great  objeil  is  draining  j  main  drains  fhould  be  made 

on, 
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on  each  fide  the  bog,  near  the  firm  land  ;  thefe 
cuts  fhould  be  fix  feet  deep  and  eight  wide,  and  will 
cott  IS.  a  perch.  Then  crofs  drains  from  main  drain 
to  main  drain,  at  from  5  to  10  perch  from  one  to  the 
other,  at  three  feet  deep  and  four  wide,  at  the  expence 
of  3d.  a  perch.  Here  is  the  firft  year's  work.  The 
next  year  go  into  all  the  drains  and  fink  them,  which 
Will  coft  id.  a  perch  :  if  a  frgft  comes,  carry  on  the 
lime-ftone  gravel,  let  it  be  a  coat  of  two  inchea 
thick ;  if  three  it  will  b^  better ;  two  inches  will 
cpft  3I.  if  not  carried  farther  than  half  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mile ;  if  carried  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  it 
will  coft  4!.  los.  if  half  a  mile,  61.  15s.  if  a  mile 
9I.  Prefers  the  clayey  lime-ftone  gravel  to  ty^ry 
other  manure  :  if  that  is  not  to  be  had,  clay  j  and  if 
not  clay,  other  gravel  j  if  no  gravel  or  clay,  then 
lime;  if  nothing  elfe,  then  the  light  marie  under 
bogs.  Upon  this  manuring  fpread  a  compoft,  one- 
third  dung,  one -third  ditch  earth,  and  one -third 
lime-ftone  gravel,  nine  bufliels  to  the  fquare  perch  ; 
if  dung  only,  fix  ;  and  upon  that  plant  potatoes  in 
the  common  manner.  The  crop  will,  on  an  average, 
be  30  barrels,  at  8s.  or  I2l.  an  acre.  The  poor  peo- 
ple will  readily  give  three  or  four  guineas  ah  acre  for 
liberty  to  plant  them.  Upon  this  crop  of  potatoes 
fpread  two  bufliels  of  dung  more  to  the  perch,  and 
plant  a  fecond  crop  of  potatoes,  making  the  furrows 
where  the  ridges  were,  and  make  the  ridges  of  both 
crops  nine  feet  wide,  and  the  trenches  four.  This 
crop  of  potatoes  will  be  full  as  good  as  the  firft. 
Then  dig  it,  levelling  the  trenches,  fcooping  the 
fides,  to  fill  up  with,  and  the  manured  part  on  the 
Surface  ;  (ow  barley  ;  the  crop  will  be  12  barrels  on 
an  average  5  with  this  barley  fow  grafs  feeds,  and  it 

V/ilJi  immediatdy  be  worth  for  meadow  il.  los.     Let 

this 
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this  go  on  for  feven  years  j  then  give  it  a  light  gra- 
velling^ at  il.  lOS.  an  acre  ;  dung  it  four  bufhels  per 
perch;  plant  potatoes,  12I.  an  acre;  then  barley  14 
"barrels  ;  and  then  meadow  worth  40s.  In  this  cir- 
cumftance  of  letting  meadow  it  ftiould  be  remarked, 
that  they  will  hire  it  at  great  prices,  fuch  as  minuted, 
but  the  fame  lands  would  not  let  at  more  than  i8s. 
upon  a  leafe ;  for  in  one  cafe  you  ftand  the  chance  of 
keeping  the  land  to  its  prefent  heart,  and  in  the  other 
the  tenant  has  that  chance. 

There  is  a  circumftance  which  fliould  be  menti- 
oned, the  Ikin  of  the  turf  fliould  not  be  broken  for 
fome  years  by  heavy  cattle ;  for  wherever  they  make 
t  hole,  the  ruflies  grow  at  once,  which  cannot  be 
eafily  deftroyed.  Mr.  French  does  not  think  it  at  all 
Heceflary  to  keep  an  improved  bog  under  grafs,  as  he 
lias  found  by  experience,  that  the  more  they  are  cul-r 
tivated  the  better  they  grow.  In  the  wiriter  he  feeds 
his  reclaimed  bogs  with  flieep  ;  they  have  a  perpetual 
fpfing  of  grafs  all  through  that  feafon,  and  are  of  ^ 
nature  fo  contrary  to  that  of  rotting  flieep,  that  they 
will  recover  thofe  which  are  threatened  with  that 
diftemper* 

He  has  planted  feveral  large  clumps  in  his  re- 
claimed bogs,  and  h;^s  found  that  almoft  every  kind  of 
tree  thrives  well  in  them  :  I  thought  the  fpruce  fir 
feemed  to  get  up  the  quickeft,  but  all  of  them  ap^ 
peared  perfeftly  heal  thy  ► 


« 
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Calculation  of  Improving  a  fquare  miU  upon  the  pre^ 
ceding  plan ;  fuppoftng  9  miles  of  main  drains^  and  64 
of  crofs  dittxf* 

•    •  •  ' 

2881  perches  of  main  drains,  at  2S,     -       288     0    O 
20,489  perches  of  crofs  drains,  at  6d.         511   19  -  9 
Two  miles  of  road,  10  feet  wide,  at  75I.     150     o    ,0 
Gravelling,  on  an  average  of  the  dif- 
'  tance,  61.  per  acre  -         -.         -     3840     o     Q 

f  Labour  on  the  dunging,  40s.  per  acre      1280    o    o 

6069       19  9 

Dedufl:  rent  of  the  land  for  potatoes, 
at  3L         -        -       •*        -        -      1920    o    a 
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4149  19    9> 

Manuring  fecond  crop  of  potatoes^  la- 
bour 20s.  an  acre         -         -.         -         640    .0    O 
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4789      19  -9* 

Dedu<El  rent  for  potatoes,  as  before   -       1920    o    o 

■  ■   1    <■  X  ly  <ii       I 

2869     19        5^ 

Levelling  and   digging   for  the  barley,  , 

30s.  an  acre         ^         *-         -         -  960     0    O 

A  barrel  an  acre  of  barley  feed,  86.  an 

acre  -         -         -         -         -  256     O     O 

Reaping,  harvefting,  and  threfhing,  20s. 

an  acre      -r  '      -        ••        -         -  640    o    o. 

4725  19     9 
Dedu(ft  the  value  of  the  crop,  9  barrelsi, 

at  8s*— »-3l.  I2s.  an  acre       -        *•        2304    o    o 

•     ri       ■!■■■  »mf       H       ;i 

Remain,totalcxpencesoftheimproYment  2421  19    9 

Rent 
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Rent  of  640  acres,  at  i6s.  an  acre,  5x2!.  which  in-^ 
come  is  21I.  per  cent,  for  the  expenditure  of  242tl* 

Several  great  deduAions  are  made  in  this  ac- 
count, becaufe  the  bog  is  fuppofed  to  be  ^  very  large 
one. 

Mr.  Trench  buys'in  year-old  bullocks  and  fomd 
fpayed  heifers,  at  il.  15s.  each;  fells  them  out  at 
three-years  old,  good  ftores,  but  not  fat,  at  61.  3s. 
on  an  average.  He  has  930  fheep,  confiding  of  300 
ewes,  180  lambs,  270  yearlings  and  two-year  olds, 
and  180  fat  flieep.  The  annual  Slaughter  and  fale  is 
180  fat  wethers,  at  il.  3s.' —  60  culled' ewes,  at  15s. 
In  order  to  fave  dung  for  his  bog  improvement,  he 
tias  tut  a  large  drain  from  his  yards  and  ftables 
through  the  garden,  paved  it,  and  keeps  it  filled  with, 
bog  earth,  and  all  the  urine  of  the  cattle,  &c.  run- 
ning into*it,  makes  an  excellent  compoft  for  the  gar- 
dener. 

Average  rent  of  the  improved  part  of  the  county 
of  Galway,  14s.  an  acre.  About  Woodlawn  14s. 
to  i8s.  The  foil  all  Hme-ftone  gravel,  or  lime-ftonc 
line  found  land.  The  fize  of  farms  varies ;  there  are 
many  fmall  ones  of  from  30  to  100  acres,  part*grazing 
and  part  tillage;  alfo  many  ftock  ones,  up  to  1000 
and  1500  acres  ;  and  thefe  graziers  re-let  to  the 
cabbins'part  of  it  at  a  very  high  rent,  by  whom  are 
carried  on  moft  of  the  tillage  of  the  country.  Mr, 
Trench  remarks,  that  if  good  land  is  let  to  the  poor 
people,  they  are  ftire  to  deftroy  it;  but  give  them 
heath,  or  what  is  bad,  and  they  will  make  it  good. 

I.  Po- 
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1.  Potatoes  on  the  grafs.  2.  Summer  fallow. 
3.  Wheat.  4.  Oats.  5.  Oats.  '  6.  Lay  out.— No 
feeds. 

I.  Potatoes.  2.  Barley.  3.  Wieat.  4.  Oats. 
5.  Oats.     6.  O^ts. 

I.  Potatoes  on  graf$.  2.  Gravel  and  fallow. 
3.  Wheat.     4.   BarJey.     5.    Oats.     6.  Leave  it  for 

grafs. 

J.  Potatoes.  2.  Flax.  3.  Wheat.  4.  Oats. 
5.  Oats.     6.  Lay  out. 

Average  produce  of  potatoes,  30  barrels,  at  42 
ftone,  at  8s.  dr  12I.  Of  wheat,  8  barrels,  at  20 
ftone.  Of  barley,  12  barrels,  at  16  ftone.  Of  oats, 
J  2  barrels,  at  14  ftone. 

Every  poor  man  fows  fome  flax,^  but  ftill  they  do 
not  raife  enough  for  their  fpinning,  for  that  is  uni- 
verfal.  Lime-ftone  gravel  is  the  general  manure. 
No  lime,  though  it  is  everywhere  to  be  had;  the 
price  to  burn  is  4d.  a  barrel  of  3  bufhels  roach. 
Every  cabbin  has  eight  or  nine  acres,  and  two  or 
or  three  cows,  or  two  cows  and  one  horfe  ;  and  about 
half  have  horfes,  two  or  three  pigs,  and  many  poul- 
try ;  half  a  rood  of  flax,  one  acre  potatoes,  or  half 
at  a  medium.  They  live  on  potatoes,  oats,  or  barr 
ley-bread,  or  butter  j  like  oats  better.  Their  cir- 
cumftances  are  much  improved  in  20  years.  They 
pay  rent  12s.  to  14s.  an^acre. 

September  4th,  to  Kihartan,  the  feat  of  Robert 
Gregory,  Efq.  who  is  engaged  in  purfuits  which,  if 

well 
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VpeH  imitated,  will  improve  the  face  of  the  coniitrf 
not  a  little.  He-  has  built  a  large  houfe  with  nu-* 
merous  offices,  and  taken  5  or  600  acres  of  land  into 
his  own  hands,  which  I  found  him  improving  with 
great  spirit.  Walling  was  his  firftobjeft,  of  which 
he  has  executed  many  miles  in  the  moft  per feft  man- 
ner :  his  dry  ones,  6  feet  high,  3  feet  and  a  half 
thick  at  bottom,  and  2a  inches  at  top,  coft  2s.  6d* 
the  perch,  running  meafure.  Piers  in  mortar,  with 
a  gate  and  irons  complete,  iL  145^  Walls  in  mor- 
tar, five  feet  high,  coft  6s.  a  perch.  He  has  fixed 
two  Ehglifh  bailiffs^  on.  his  farm,  one  for  accounts 
and  overlooking  his  walling  and  other  bufi'nefe  5  and 
another  from  Norfolk,  for  introducing  the  turnip 
hufbandry,  of  which  he  has  12  acres  thi«  year :  what 
particularly  pleafed  me^  I  faW  fome  Irishmen  hoeing 
them  ;  the  Norfolk  man  had  taught  them ;  and  I -was 
convinced  in  a  moment,  that  thcfe*  people  Mrould  by 
practice  foon  attain  a  fuificient  degree  of  perfeftion 
in  it.  The  foil  around  is  all  a  diryTonrid'  good"  Kme-* 
ftone  land,  and  lets  fron^  lOs.  to  12s*  divadrej  ftme 
hjgher.  It  is  in  general  applied  to  flieep.-  'Mr;  Gre-=' 
gory  has  a  very  noble  nurfery,  from  which  he  is* 
mraking  plantations,  which  will  foon  be  a  great  ornk-» 
mtnt  to  the  country. 

September  5th,  to  Drummolatid,  the  feat  of  Sir 
Lucius  O'Brien,  in  the  county  of  Clare,  a  gentle-^ 
man  who  had  been  repeatedly  affiduoiis  ta  procure  me 
every  fort  of  information.  I  fliould  rernark,  as  I 
hive  now* left  Gahvay,  that  that  county,  from  enter- 
ing it  in  the  road  to  Tuam  till  leaving  it  to-day,  has 
been,  upon  the  whole,  inferior  to  moft  of  the  parts 
I  have  traveMed  in  Ireland  in  point  of  bfeauty  :  there 
are  not  mountains  of  a  magnitude  tO'  make  the  view 

ftriking. 
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ilriking*  It  is  perfeSly  free  from  woods,  and  even 
trees,  except  about  gentlemen's  houfes,  nor  has  it  a 
variety  in  its  face.  I  do  not,  however,  fpeak  with- 
out exception  ;  I  pafTed  fome  tra£b  which  are  chear- 

fuL     Drummoland  has  a  pleating  variety  of  grounds ' 

• 

about  the  houfe ;  it  ftands  on  a  hill  gently  fifing  from 
a  lake  of  24  acres,  in  the  middle  of  a  noble  wood  of 
oak,  a(h,  poplar,  &c.  three  beautiful  hills  rife  above 
it,  over  which  the  plantations  fpread  in  a  varied 
manner;  and  thefe  hills  command  very  fine  views 
of  the  gteat  rivers  Fergus  and  Shannon  at  their 
jun^ion,  being  each  of  them  a  league  wide.  For 
the  following  particulars  I  am  indebted  to  Sir  Lucius 
O'Brien's  very  friendly  attention^ 

Average  rent  of  the  county  of  CUfe^  5s.  The 
bad  tra£ls  of  land  are  the  eaft  mountains,  part  of  the 
baronyof  Burrin,  and  the  great  peninfula^  which 
forms  the  north  Chore  of  the  Shannon,  Great  tra£ts 
are  let  at  nothing  at  all,  but  there  are. at),ooo  acres 
from  Paradife-hill,  along  the  Fergus  and  Shannon  to 
Limerick,  which  let  at  20s.  an  acre^  Thefe  lands 
are  called  the  C^rtajfts*  The  foil' of  them  is  either  a 
rich  black  loam,  or  a  deep  rich  blue  clay  \  and  all 
the  higher  lands  are  lime-ftone,  or  lime-ftone  graveh 
The  mountains  are  generally  grit-ftone*  The  fize 
of  farms  is  various ;  Capt«  Tim^  Macnamara  farms 
7000  acres,  but  part  in  other  counties.  Mr*  Single* 
ton,  4000  acresi  A  farm  of  300 L  a  year  is  a  very 
fmall  one;  500I.  a  year  middling;  this  is  fpeaking 
of  ftock- farms*  The  tillage  of  the  country  is  car* 
ried  on  by  little  farmers,  from  20 1.  to  lool.  a  year; 
but  moft  of  it  by  the  poor  labourers,  who  are  gene* 
rally  underi>tenants,  not  holding  of  the  landlords* 
The  courfes  of  crops  are,  -   .  - 

Vol.  L  a  a  iv  Po- 
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I.   Potatoes*      2.   Bcre-      3.  Wheats     44  OatSi» 
j;.  Oats*     6.  Oats^     7.  Lay 'it  out  to  grafs. 

I.  Beans*  2.  Berc^  3.  Barley*  4^  Wheat*  5*  Oats; 
6.  Oats*     7.  Oats.     8.  Lay  it  out,  or  beans  again* 

Of  wheat  they  fow  10  to  15  ftone  aa  acrej  thtf 
trop,  in  the  corcafs  grounds,  8  barrels^  in  th€  other 
lancb  5  or  6 :  20  ftone  to  the  barreL  Potatoes  they 
meaAire  by  the  barrel'  of  48  ftone :  they  plant  6  to 
the  acre,  and  the  average  produce  50  barrels^  They 
hever  plant  them  on  the  corcafs  lands^  fbr  they  will 
not  grow  there*  Mr#  Fitzgerald^  cf  Sh^perton^ 
has  had  100  barrels  per  aci^e  ;  the  favourite  forts  are 
the  apple,  the  Caftania,  and  the  Buck^  being  a  fpe- 
cies  of  the  Howard.  They  fat  pigs  on  them ;  but 
tvhat  much  amazed  me,  was  fattening  hogs  on  grafs^ 
which  they  do  very  generally^  and  mak&  them  as  fat 
as  a  bullock^  but  put  them  up  to  beans  for  threfr 
weeks  to  harden  the  fat*  Of  barley  they  fow  14 
ftone  an  ^t^  ^and  get  fix  barrels,  at  32  ftone  each% 
Bere,  two  rowed  barley^  Called  En^lijh  here,,  and  four 
rowed,  called  JDutcb^  and  of  thefe  the  bere  yields  beft«. 
Mr.  Singletoti  has  had  40  barrels  of  bere  per  acre, 
each  16  ftone  on  the  corcafs  land«  Of  oats  they  fow 
21  ftone  to  the  acre^  and  get  12  barrels,  on  an 
average  14  ftone  each;  and  on  the  corcafs tand  i6« 
Of  beans  they  fow  35  ftone  to  the  acre,  fow  them  on 
the  green  fod  foon  after  chriftmas^  and  plough  them 
in ;  never  band-hoe  or  weed  them :  the  average  crop 
20  barrels^  at  20  ftone;  30  the  greateft;  they  are 
ufed  for  home  confumption  in  dear  years,  and  for  ex^ 
portation  in  cheap.  The  poor  people  make  bread  o£ 
tbesn>  ZEtd  eat  them  boiled,  and  they  prefer  a  bufliel 
of  them  to  a  bulhel  of  wheat  -,  but  they  will  not  eat 

them. 
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ikem,  except  m  a  fcalrcity^     No  peafe  fown^  but  rape 
in  confiderable  quantities  in  mountain  grounds,  or 
boggy,    both  of  which   are  burnt   fot  it»      They 
plough  the  furrow  very  fliallow^  and  burn  it :  they 
ftever  feed  it*     The  crcp  of  feed  8  barrels,  at  i6 
&one^  at  from  7s*  6di  to  i8sk  a  barrel^  generally 
from  145^  to  17s.     It  is  preflfed  into  oil  at  the  mills 
of  Ax'-mile  bridge  and  Scariff,   near  Killaloe  ^   but 
.  the  greateft  part  is  bought  up  by  the  merchants  of 
Limerick  for  exportation  to  Holland^  and  laft  year 
fome  part  of  it  has  been  (eitt  to  Great  Br^itain,  in 
confequence  of  the  a£i:  which   pafTed   laft  feffions* 
The  rape  cakes  are  all  exported  to  England  for  ma- 
nure :  the  price  of  them  45s.  to  42$^  per  ton*    The 
rape  and  bean-ftraw  are  burnt  to  aihes  for  the  foap-* 
boilers ;  and  Mr.  Singleton  has  a  kiln  contrived  on 
purpofe  for  burning  lime  with  it^  colleAing  the  afhes 
at  the  fame  time  that  the  lime  is  burnt*     No  clovei* 
is  fown^  except  by  Sir  Lucius  O'Brien.     Flax  is 
fown  in  fmall  quantities  by  the  poor  people  for  their 
own  confumption  j  and  fome  yarn  fold,  but  not  much 
from  the  whole  county.     Spinning  is  by  no  means 
general;   not  half  the  women  fpin.     Some  linens^ 
bandle^-clothsy  and  Clare  dowlas,  for  exportation  in 
fmall  quantities^  and  other  forts,  enough  for  home 
tonfumption»     Wool  is  fpun  for  cloathing  the  peo* 
pie,  into  worfted  yarn  for  ferges,  and  into  yarn  for 
ftockings.     Great  quantities  of  frizes  are  fold  out  of 
the  county^ 

Much  heath  Wafte  land^  many  hundreds  ot  acres 
every  year  are  brought  in  by  paring  and  burning  for 
Irape,  but  ufe  no  manure  for  it;  after  that  wheat, 
and  get  good  crops,  and  then  two,  three,  or  four 

A  a  a  cropsr 
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trops  of  oats,  good  ones  J  then- left  fof  grifs^  and 
comes  tolerable  herbage,  worth  5s.  an  acre. 

The  principal  grazing  fyftem  confifts  in  a  union  of 
both  of  rearing  and  fattening  j  the  rearing  farms  ge- 
nerally at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  the  rich  lands 
on  the  F^i'g^s  and  Shannbrfi,  The  moft  profitable 
management  of  grazing,  is  to  buy  in  year-olds,  but 
it  can  only  be  done,  by  having  a  variety  of  land.  It 
IS  found  much  more  beneficial  than  buying  in  bul- 
locks in  autumn,  and  cows  in  may,  as  the  Meath 
graziers  dok 

The  average  pric6  of  the  year-olds j  is  from  2I.  2Si 
to  2I.  10s.  and  the  price  fold  at  four  and  a  half  year- 
olds,  weighing  4^  cwt.  4IJ  to  5  J  cwt.  is  on  art  average 
at  81.  For  cows  bought  in  in  may^  3I.  35*  to  3I.  12s. 
and  fell  at  51*  los.  An  acre  of  the  corcafs  land  will 
fsatten  one  of  thefe  bullocks,  but  then  it  muft  hot  be 
winter-fed  at  all.  Sheep,  on  an  average,  (hear  three 
to  a  ftone  of  16  Ib^  and  fell  at  is.  per  lb.  Mr.  Mac'^ 
namara  fold  this  year  55  bags,  befides  his-  lambs 
wool ;  the  weight  is  from  fix  hundred,  to  feven  and 
a  half,  fifty  ftone,  and  this  year's  price  17s*  6d.  a 
ftone.  XJpon  the  lime-ftone  flieep-walks  of  this 
county,  they  keep  from  one  and  a  half  to  five ;  on 
an  average,  three.  The  lofs  on  ftock-fheep,  bul- 
locks, &c.  will  not  amount  to  more  than  one  per 
cent,  on  the  value.  For  hiring  and  flocking  a  grazing 
farm,  three  rents  are  reckoned  to  do.  Thofe  bullocks 
that  are  to  be  fattened  the  fummer  following,  they 
give  hay  moft  part  of  the  winter,  for  four  or  five 
months,  as  much  as  they  will  eat,  which  will  be  half 
an  acre  of  good  meadow* 

There 
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Therp  are  4000  bullocks  fattened  annually  in  the 
county  of  Clare;  bought  in  at  61,  and  fold  out  at 
igl,  and  3000  cows,  bought  in  at  3I.  and  fold  fat  at 
5I,  alfo  6000  fat  wethers,  fold  out  of  the  county 
annually  at  20s,  eacht 

This  country  is  famous  for  cyder^orchards,  the 
cakagee  efpccially,  which  is  incomparably  fine.  An 
acre  of  trees  yields  from  four  to  ten  hogfheads  per 
annum,  average  fix,  and  what  is  very  uncommon  in 
the  cyder  counties  of  England,  yield  a  crop  every 
year.  I  never  beheld  trees  fo  loaden  with  apples  as 
in  Sir  Lucius  O'Brien's  orchard ;  it  amazed  me  that 
they  did  not  break  under  the  immenfe  load  which 
bowed  down  the  branches.  He  expefted  a  hogfliead 
a  tree  from  feveral, 

Land  fells  at  twenty  years  purchafe.  Rents  fell 
in  the  rearing  lands  5s.  or  6s.  in  the  pound,  but  rich 
lands  fell  very  little.  Tythes  are  compounded  by  a 
compofition  made  every  year  by  the  piece.  Fat  bul-» 
locks  nothing.  Sheep,  20St  per  hundred.  Wheat,  5s, 
B^fley,  3s.  Oats,  2s.  Potatoes,  los.  Middle  men^ 
T\qt  common,  but  much  land  re-let,  arifmg  from  the 
long  tenures  which  are  given  of  three  lives,  &c. 
The  poor  live  upon  potatoes  ten  months  of  the  year ; 
but  if  a  mild  winter,  and  a  good  crop,  all  the  year 
on  them*  They  keep  cows  very  generally,  but  not 
fo  many  as  in  the  lift  of  Sir  Lucius's  tenants.  La^ 
tour  is  ufually  paid  for  with  land.  Working -days 
of  roman  catholics  may  be  reckoned  250  in  a  year, 
which  are  paid  for  with  as  much  land  as  apiounts  tp 
about  fix  pounds,  and  the  good  and  bad  mafter  is 
diftinguifhed  by  this  land  being  reckoned  at  an  high 
or  a  low  rent*    The  ftate  of  the  poor,  on  comparifoi^ 

A  a  3  witl^ 
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with  what  they  were  twenty  years  ago,  is  that  thcjr 
are  much  increafed  in  numbers,  and  better  clad  than 
they  were,  and  more  regularly  fed,  in  being  freed 
from  thofe  fcarcities  which  were  felt  before  the  laws 
for  the  increafe  of  tillage.  Relative  to  religion, 
there  was  a  return  to  the  committee  of  religion,  in 
the  houfe  of  Commons,  in  1765,  when  the  return 
of  Clare  was  as  follows,  in  five  divifions : 


No.  I. 

896  proteftants. 

1 6831  catholics* 

2« 

1089 

12156 

3- 

291 

2694 

4- 

99 

786 

•^     5-   ^ 

lOI 

4677 

37144 
2476 

3962 


2476 

Total 
x6  to  I,  and  404  over. 


Lucerne,  Sir  Lucius  cultivated  for  fomc  years, 
and  found  while  it  was  attended  to,  and  kept  clean, 
that  it  was  of  great  ufc  for  horfes,  but  his  abfcnce 
and  negleft  deftroyed  it.  Relative  to  fmugglingwool 
from  Clare,  he  gave  me  feveral  ftrong  reafons  for  be- 
lieving that  there  had  not  been  any  for  fome  years ; 
that  county  is  well  fituated  for  it,  and  fome  ihips 
fmugglcd  brandy  and  tobacco,  and.  could  carry  it 
away  with  great  eafe,  yet  not  one  goes.  Sir  Lucius 
was  executor  to  a  man  who  made  a  fortune  by  it 
twenty-five  years  ago,  but  he  would  never  fmuggle 
when  above  los.  a  ftone ;  I  had  the  fame  account  in 
Galway.  The  caufe  of  the  high  price  of  wool,  is 
the  admiflion  of  woollen  yaro  in  all  the  ports  of 

EngUnd, 
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England,  and  the  increafed  demand  in  the  Man* 
chefter  fabric  for  that  yarn,  which  demand^  would 
have  operated  in  England  as  in  Ireland,  had  the 
cheapnefs  of  fpinning  been  equal.  Another  caufe, 
the  increafe  of  population,  and  the  people  being 
better  clad.  Sending  a  pound  of  wool  to  France, 
fmugglers  compute  to  be  fixpence,  which  is  fifty  per 
cent,  on  the  prefcnt  prime  coft.  Thus  the  French 
could  get  wool  much  cheaper  from  England,  wher^ 
the  prime  coft  is  lower.  There  is  none  from  Cork, 
for  being  a  manufafturing  town,  the  people  would 
not  allow  it.  A  duty  of  4d.  per  ftone  of  i81b.  on 
woollen  and  worfted  yarn  exported,  marks  the  quan-> 
tity  which  Ireland  grows  beyond  its'  own  confump- 
tion.  Raw  wool,  two  thoufand  to  10,000  ftone,  the 
reft  yarn,  which  is  nearly  doubled  in  value  by  the 
|nanufa£ture.  The  quantity  of  broad-cloth  and 
ferges,  that  is,  old  and  new  drapery,  imported  from 
England,  equals  the  export  of  woollen  yarn.  It  is 
remarkable  that  upon  the  corcafs  lands  in  this  coun^r 
ty,  there  are  fevieral  tools  in  ufe,  which  arc  called 
Putchy  a  Dutch  fpade,  a  Dutch  plough,  &c. 

Par  t  I  c  u  lar  s  of  fome  of  Sir  luciuf  O'Brien's  la-* 

tourers. 


Average  of  43  fouls  per  cabbin 
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Sir  Lucius  Obricn  introduced  pie  to  two  of  the 
moft  conflderable  graziers  in  %hQ  co^nty,  Mr.  Sin-« 
gleton,  and  Mr.  Fitzge^-ald,  and  rode  through  a  part 
of  thei^r  fanp3.     Mr-  Singleton's    corcafs  meadows^ 
were  one  cpntinued  h^d  of  rufhes^  till  he  deft^oyed 
theni  by  a  method  whi^h   ^lone    proved   eifedual, 
which  is  digging  up  the  rufh,  and  turning  it  topfy-s 
turvy  intp  the  hole  again,  this  he  finds  efF^^ually 
deftrqys  them,  and  ^he  expence  is  i\ot  fo  great  as^ 
might  ^e  imagined*     This  gentlemap  has;  piore  til-e 
};^g^-)and  tl^an  common   upoi^  grazing  fa^ms;    he 
(hewed  me  a  baggard^  well  filled  with  wheat  ftacks  j^ 
feventeen  acres  of  that  grain  yielded  him  iq6  barrels, 
Mr.  Fitzgerald  is  a  very  atte^^tive  farmer,  and  in  fe- 
veral  particulars,  ^ondu£ts  his  bufinefs  upon  princi- 
ples diiFerent  from  thpfe  which  are  common  in  Ire-t 
land.     He  has  built  excellent  farming-offices  ^  par- 
ticularly a  barn,   exceedingly  well  contrived  |   the 
corn  may  be  thrown  at  once  from  the  part  of  the 
b^n  where  it  is  (lo^ved  on  to  twQ  threihing-floors, 
the  one  over  anqther,  apd  from  the  ftacks  through  s^ 
window  into  the  barn.     His  hay  is  alfo  thrown  in 
the  fame  manner,  down  into  the  cow-houfe,  and  his 
potatoes  into  a  vault.     Thefe  conveniencies,  wbicl\ 
are  a  great  faving  of  labour,  are  gained  by  the  build- 
ings being  raifed  on  the  fide  of  a  fteep  hill,  cut  away 
for  the  purpofc,     Ifis  cows  he  Jceeps  in  the  Jioufe  all 
winter,  by  which  means  they  are  better  wintered, 
and  he  raifes  a  great  quantity  of  manure.    The  chafP. 
of  his  corn  crops  he  faves  carefully,  which  is  direft- 
ly  contrary  to  the  farmer's  pradice  j   and  what  is 
much  more,  cuts  much  hay  and  ftraw  into  chafF^ 
with  an  engine,  which  he  finds  to  anfwer  perfe£Hy 
fftll ;  the  man  works  it  with  one  hand,  and  fupplje$i 
it  with  tl^e  Qtl^er,  beipg  fixed  agaipfl;  the  wall. 

Septum* 
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September  the  8th,  left  Drummoland.     Sir  Lu- 
cius rode  with  me  through  Clonmelly,  to  the  ,hill 
above  Bunratty  Caftle,  for  a  view  of  the  Shannon. 
ClonmeJIy  is  a  divifion  of  Drumline  parilh,  900  acres 
of  Corc^fs  land  in  one  lot,  which  is  cheap,  at  30s, 
an  acre.     I  went  into  fome  of  the  paftures,  which 
were  ftocked  with  very  fine  bullocks,  at  the  rate  of 
one  to  every  acre.      In  this   neighbourhood,   Mr. 
Hickman  has  a  clofe  of  20  acres,  which,  when  in 
his  own  hands,  fattened  him  2  cows  per  acre,  and  in 
winter  fed.  him  100  wethers,  to  the  improvement  of 
6s.  each.     The  profit  by  the  cows  was  4I.  and  by 
fhe  fheep  il.  los.  per  acre  :  in  all  5I.  5s.     I  had  this 
fzA  from  his  own  mouth.     The  richnefs  of  thefc 
corcafles,  which  are  flat  lands  on  the  river  fide,  that 
have  been  gained  at  different  times  from  the  fait*- 
water,  is  very  great.     When  in  tillage,  they  fomc- 
Itimes  yield  extraordinary  crops ;  50  ftat  barrels  an 
acre  of  here  have  been  known,  fixteen  of  barley, 
and  from  20  to  24  of  oats  are  common  crops.    From 
Clonmelly  Hill,  the  profpecft  is  very  noble.     There 
is  a  view  of  the  Shannon  from  Limerick  to  Foynes 
Ifland,  which  is  30  miles,  with  all  its  bays,  bends, 
iflands,  and  fertile  ihores.     It  is  from  one  to  three 
miles  broad,  a  moft  noble  river,  deferving  regal  na- 
yies  for  its  ornament,  or  what  are  better,  fleets  of 
merchantmen,   the  chearful   figns  of  far   extended 
commerce,  inftead  of  a  few  miferable  fifliing-boats, 
the  only  canvafs  that  fwelled  upon  the  fcene :  but  the 
want  of  commerce  in  her  ports  is  the  misfortune, 
not  the  fault  of  Ireland.     Thanks  for  the  deficiency 
to  that  illiberal  fpirit  of  trading  jealoufy,  which  has 
^t  times  actuated   and  difgraced   fo  many  nations. 
The  prpfpei^  has  a  noble  outline  in  the  bold  moun- 
tains 
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tains  of  Tipperary,    Cork,   Limerick,    and  Kerry, 
The  whole  view  magnificent. 

At  the  foot  of  this  hill  is  the  caftle  of  Bunratty,  a 
very  large  edifice,  the  feat  of  the  O'Briens,  princes  o£ 
Thomond  ;  it  ^ands  on  the  bank  of  a  river,  whicli 
falls  into  the  Shannon  near  it*  About  this  caftle, 
and  that  of  Rofmanagher,  the  land  is  the  beft  in  the 
county  of  Clare ;  it  is  worth  il.  13s.  an  acre,  and 
fats  a  bullock  per  acre  in  fummer^  befides  winter 
feed. 

To  Limerick,  through  a  chearful  country,  on 
the  banks  of  the  river,  in  a  vale  furrounded  by  dif- 
tant  mountains.  That  city  is  very  finely  fituated, 
partly  on  an  ifland  formed  by  the  Shannon.  The 
new  part,  called  Newtown  Pery,  from  Mr.  Pery,  th« 
fpeaker,  who  owns  a  confiderable  part  of  the  city, 
and  reprefents  it  in  parliament,  is  well  built.  The 
houfes  are  new  ones^  of  brick,  large  and  in  right 
lines.  There  is  a  communication  with  the  reft  of 
the  town  by  a  handfome  bridge  of  three  large  arches, 
ereded  at  Mr.  Pery's  escpence.  Here  gre  docks, 
quays,  and  a  cuftom-houfe,  a  good  building,  which 
faces  the  river,  and  on  the  oppofite  banks  a  large 
quadrangular  one,  the  houfe  of  induftry.  This  part 
of  Limerick  is  very  chearful  and  agreeable,  and  car-, 
ries  all  the  marks  of  a  fiouriihing  place. 

The  exports  of  this  port  are  beef,  pork,  butter, 
hides,  and  rape-feed.  The  imports  are  rum,  fugar, 
timber,  tobacco,  wines,  coals,  bark,  fait,  &c.  The 
cuftoms  and  excife,  about  16  years  ago,  amounted  to 
i6,oool.  at  prefent  32,0001.  and  rather  more  four  or 
{ive  years  ago, 

>•  Whole 
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£' 

Whole  revenue   175 1 

- 

m 

16,000 

1775 

1 

• 

51,000 

Revenue  of  the  Port  ofLimfrick^ 

>  Tear  ending 

- 

^• 

March  25  -  •   1759 

«• 

• 

20,494 

1760 

- 

- 

29,197 

1761 

- 

- 

^6,727 

1762 

• 

- 

20,650 

1763 

- 

- 

20,525 

1764 

- 

- 

3^(>2S 

J  765 

- 

«■ 

3^*099 

. 

Com*  your. 

vol.  14.  p.  71 

Account  of  Duties  paid  on  Goods  imported  and  exported 

in  Limerick. 


17       — 

Imports. 

Exports. 

{ears. 

£'            ^^ 

d. 

;^.        J.     d. 

J764 

19,869      15 

9 

2195    6    7 

176s 

21,332    4 

8 

1964    5    2 

1766 

16,739    8 

2 

1815  II    8 

1767 

16,316  10 

0 

2365    4    4 

1768 

16,571  12 

8 

2229  17    2 

1769 

"     20,237  12 

7 

1855    0    8 

1770 

22,138    0 

4 

1941    3    8 

1771 

20,213  12 

6 

2455    2    a 

J772 

22,003    2 

0 

3046  11  10 

»773 

20,606  IS 

7 

2282    I    7 

>774 

17.317    0 

9 

2150  13    9 

»77S 

16,979  10 

6 

2647    5    9 

Salted, 
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Salted,  lall  year,  43,700  pigs ;  average  if  cwt.  The 
nuniber  of  bullocks  killed  here  in  a  year  amounts  to 
13,000;  increafed  pretty  confiderably  in  twenty 
years.  They  have  been  falting  pigs  all  fummcr. 
Pork  now  29s.  3d.  per  cwt.  was  only  12s.  fevcn 
years  ago.  The  value  of  bullocks  hides  are  on  an 
average  35s.  and  thofc  of  cows  24s.  per  cwt.  But- 
ter exported  in  cafks,  from  two  to  three  cwtt  each^ 
now  44s.  a  cwt.  6  years  ago  only  25s.  The  fliip* 
ping  belonging  to  the  town,  i  of  120  tons. 


I 

150 

3 

150  to  250 

t 

140 

I 

96 

I 

50 

but  not  increafed.  A  good  deal  of  rape  feed  fhipped 
ofF  for  Holland,  and  one  hundred  tons  of  rape  cakes 
to  Wells  and  Lynn  in  Norfolk,  at  40s.  a  ton.  Till 
this  laft  year  at  25s.  a  ton.  Many  thoufand  loads  of 
dung  thrpwn.  into  the  Shannon,  both  in  the  town 
and  many  places  along  the  river.  Within  five  qr  fi;5c 
years  they  have  taken  fome  away,  but  not  much. 
Town  parks  let  at  4I.  4s.  to  5I.  for  10  miles  every 
w^y  the  rent  is  25s.  to  30s.  Much  flour  goes  to 
Dublin  from  this  county  and  Tipperary  on  the  land- 
carriage  bounty.  There  is  a  great  increafe  of  tillage  1 
thrice  the  corn  grown  that  there  vfzs  formerly  :  there 
has  been  much  pafturage  broken  up  on  this  account ; 
fome  bullock  land,  and  fome  0ieep  land.  Gre^t 
quantities  of  butter  ma^e  within  a  few  miles  of  Li- 
n>crick.  Scarce  any  fpinning  here,  or  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, either  of  wool  or  flax.  The  poor  live 
|»pon  potatoes  and  milk^  |;enerally  fpeaking,  with 
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foltie  oatmeal.  They  do  not  all  keep  cows ;  thofe 
who  do  not,  pay  id.  for  three  quarts  of  fkim  milk. 
The  rent  of  their  cabbins  and  oncJ-fourth  of  an  slcre 
15s.  to  20s.  build  them  themfelves.  They  are  in  a 
better  fituation  in  moft  refpeSs  than  twenty  years  ago. 
Pigs  are  much  increafed,  chiefly  or  entirely  bred  by 
the  cottars,  and  the  high  price  has  been  of  prodigious 
confequence  to  them.  They  are  much  better  clad 
than  they  were.  Date  their  increafe  of  this  from  the 
open  cattle  trade  to  England.  Population  has  much 
increafed  within  twenty  years,  and  the  city  alfo,  but 
was  more  populous  fix  years  ago  than  at  prefent. 
Emigrations  were  known  from  hence ;  two  (hips  went 
commonly  till  the  war.  Between  1740  aind  1750, 
there  were  only  four  carriages  in  and  about  Linierick, 
the  bifhop's,  the  dean's,  one  other  clergyman's,  and 
one  neighbouring  gentleman's.  Four  years  ago  there 
were  above  feventy  coaches  and  poft-chaifes  in  Li- 
merick, and  one  mile  round  it.  In  Limerick  diftri(£it, 
now  183  four-wheeled  carriages,  and  115  two-wheeled 
ditto. 

Price  of  Provijions. 

Wheat,  IS.  id.  a  flrone 

Barley  and  oats,  5d^.  to  6d. 

Scotch  coals,  i8s.  Whitehaven,  20s. 

A  boat  load  of  turf,  20  tons,  45s. 

Salmon,  three  halfpence 

Trout,  2d.  very  fine,  per  lb. 

Eels,  2d.  a  pound 

Rabbits,  8d.  a  couple 

Wild  ducks,  2od.  to  2S.  a  couple 

Teal,  lod.  a  couple 

Ploxer,  6d.  a  couple 

Widgeon,  lod.  ditto 

Hares, 
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Hares,  is*  each)  commonly  fold  all  the  year  round 
Woodcocks,  2od.  to  2$*  2d.  a  brace 
Oyfters,  4d«  to  is*  a  loo 
Lobfters,  is*  to  is*  6d«  if  good* 

Land  fells  at  twenty  years  purchafcA  Reiits  were 
Jit  the  higheft  in  1765,  fell  fmce,  but  in  four  years 
have  fallen  8s.  to  los*  an  acre  about  Limerick*  Thejr 
are  at  a  ftand  at  prefent,  owing  to  the  high  price  of 
proviflons  from  pafture*  The  number  of  people  in 
Limerick  are  computed  at  32,000,  it  is  exceedingly 
populous  for  the  fize  j  the  chief  ftreet  quite  crowded  j 
many  fedan  chairs  in  town,  and  fome  hackney  chaifes* 
Aflemblies  the  year  round,  in  a  new  aiTembly-houfe^ 
built  for  the  purpofe  j  and  plays  and  concerts  com** 
tnon. 

Upon  the  whole,  Limefick  touft  be  a  very  gay 
{>Iace,  but  when  the  ufual  number  of  troops  are  in 
town,  much  more  fo*  To  (hew  the  general  expen- 
ces  of  living,  I  Was  told  of  a  perfon's  keeping  a  car- 
riage, four  horfes,  three  men,  three  maids,  a  good 
table,  a  wife,  three  children,  and  a  nurfe,  and  all  for 
500I.  a  year: 


£^ 

s.  J.        £. 

s. 

J. 

A  footman 

4 

4    0    to    6 

6 

0 

A  profefled  woman  cook 

6 

6 

0 

A  houfe*maid     -> 

3 

0 

0 

A  kitchen-maid     * 

2 

0 

0 

A  butler      -.        -        * 

10 

0     0     to  12 

0 

0 

A  barrel  of  beef  or  pork,  200 lb.  weight,  Veflcls  of 
400  tons  can  come  up  with  fpring-tides,  which  rife 
14  feet* 

Septem- 
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September  9th,  to  Caftle  Oliver ;  various  coun^ 
try,  not  fo  rich  to  appearance  as  the  corcafies,  being 
fed  bare  :  much  hilly  fheep-walk,  and  for  a  confider-* 
able  way,  a  full  third  of  it  potatoes  and  corn :  no 
fign  of  depopulation.  Juft  before  I  got  to  the  hills, 
a  field  of  ragwort  {fenefio  jacobaa)  buried  the  cows# 
The  firft  view  of  Caftle  Oliver  interefting.  After 
rifing  a  mountain  fp  high  that  no  one  could  think  of 
any  houfe,  you  come  in  view  of  si  vale,  quite  filled 
with  fine  woods,  fields  margined  with  trees,  and 
hedge  plantations  climbing  up  the  mountains*  Hav-' 
ing  engaged  myfelf  to  Mr.  Oliver,  to  return  from 
Killarney  by  his  houfe,  as  he  was  confined  to  Li- 
merick by  the  ailizes,  I  fhall  omit  faying  any  thing 
of  it  at  prefent. 

September  loth,  reached  Annfgrove,  the  feat  of 
Hichard  Aldworth,  Efq;  to  whom  I  am  obliged  for 
the  following  particulars-  Farms  about  Annfgrove, 
in  the  parifh  of  Caftle  Town  Roche,  rife  from  50 
acre3  to  200,  a  few  fmaller.  It  abounds  exceedingly 
with  land  jobbers,  who  have  hired  large  tra^s,  and 
re-let  them  to  tenants,  and  thofe  to  under  ones,  but 
gentlemen  are  getting  out  of  this  fyftem  now.  Na 
graziers  here }  the  rents  are  made  by  tillage  and  fheep,^ 
and  a  few  dairies ;  the  foil  is  all  lime-ftone  >  much 
fine  hazel  loam,  from  4  to  18  inches  deep.  A  hill 
runs  through  this  country,  which  is  wet  woodcock 
clay.  It  lets  in  general  from  7s.  to  a.%^.  plantation 
acre,  average  15s.  The  barony  of  Orrery  in  thi» 
county  (Corke)  is  as  rich  as  Limerick ;  lets  from  25s- 
to  35s.  an  acre.  The  next  is  Fermoy  13s*  Duhal-* 
low  has  much  mountain  and  unimproved  land ;  vaft 
tracts  of  it  heiath,  but  rears  at  prefent  great  numbers 
.of  young  cattle,  and  many  dairies,  average  rent  ys* 
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Condons  and  Clangibon  15s.  Imokilly,  a  very  find 
corn  country.  Barrymore,  rough,  7s.  Barrets^ 
mountains  with  bog,  j^s*  Mufherry,  rough  and  un-^ 
cultivated,  4s*  Kinalea  yields  more  corn  than  any 
of  them  ;  lets  at  14s.  the  Engliih  acre*  The  baro-^ 
nies  of  Kerrycurihy  and  Courcy's  upon  the  coaft  are 
all  high  let,  from  fituation,  ios«  the  Englifh  acre^ 
In  Carbcry,  there  are  great  quantities  of  wild  coun- 
try, and  much  uncultivated  ;  provifions  are  extrava- 
gantly cheap,  from  want  of  communications.  The 
whole  county,  upon  an  average,  7s.  The  courfe  of 
crops  about  Annfgrove : 

r.  Potatoes. .  2.  Wheat.  3.  Oats.  4.  Oats.r 
5.  Oats.     6.  Oats.     7.  Leave  it  for  three  years. 

!•  Potatoes.  2.  Here.  3.  Oats.  4.  Oats. 
5.  Oats.  6*  Oats*  7.  Leave  it  for  three  or  four 
years. 

Flax  fown  in  pat<!hes  upon  lay^  and  fometimes 
sifter  potatoes.  That  root  they  plant  in  a  mod  flovenly 
manner,  leaving  the  fmall  ones  in  the  ground  the  firft 
crop,  in  order  to  be  feed  for  the  fecond,  by  which 
means  they  are  not  diced  :  fometi'mes  a  iharp  froft 
catches  them,  and  deftroys  all  thefe  roots*  They 
plant  many  on  grafs  without  dung,  on  the  rich  land, 
and  pay  25s*  to  50s.  an  acre  for  liberty  to  do  it.  Of 
wheat  they  fow  20  ftone  per  acre,  and  get  on  an 
average  7  barrels.  They  feldom  fow  it  till  february  ^ 
they  think  the  firft  dark  nights  in  that  month  the  bcft 
feed  time  in  the  year.  But  it  is  in  fa^Sl  owing  to  their 
taking  their  potatoes  up  fo  late,  which  they  do  not 
begin  till  near  chriftraas.  Some,  however,  are  ear- 
lier, and  get  their  wheat  in  in  november  and  decem- 
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Set*  They  fow,  of  oats^  a  kilderkin,  or  4  bufhek 
of  32  gallons.  Neither  peafe,  beans,  nor  rape  in  the 
country,  but  turnips  and  clover  &re  creeping  in 
among  gentlement  Flax  is  fown  by  every  body  for 
their  own  ufe,  which  they  fpin,  and  get  woven  into 
linen  for  themfelvcs,  and  what  they  have  to  fpare; 
fell  in  yarn.   But  there  ire  very  few  of  thefe  weavers/ 

Lime  is  the  great  manure ;  they  lay  100  common 

barrels  to  the  acre,  lafts  feven  or  eight  good  cfops, 

«nd  leaves  the  ground  the  better  for  it:   but  their 

principle  is  to  exhauft  as  faft  as  pdffibk  in  confe* 

qucnce  of  liming*     It  cofts  th*m  8d*  a  barrel  roach; 

Burn  vith  culm  from  the  coaI-{)its  in  the  barony  of 

Duhallow.     This  coal  is  only  ufed  for  drying  malt| 

fmiths  forges,  &c.  but  not  for  common  fuel.     They 

have  alfo  a  very  rich  manure,  which  i^  rotten  lime-^ 

ftohe,  as  they  call  it.     It  is  a  rock,  and  rifes  very 

bard,  like  a  lime*ftone  quarry,  but  when  expofed  td 

4hc  air,  falls  into  fand-;   it  has  a  ftrong  fermentatiorl 

with  acids,    and   gives  gredt  crops:    they  do  not, ■ 

however,  carry  it  above  a  mile  and  half.     Paring  an  J 

burning  they  are  Very  fond  of  for  potatoes,  and  feme- 

times  for  here,  but  the  landlords  prevent  the  praftice. 

They  get  very  great  crops  by  it,  and  do  it  to  chufc 

on  wafte  lands ;   pare  with  an  inflrument  they  call  a 

graffane^  and  the  hufbandry  they  call  grafFaning  and 

burning.     It  is  a  very  ftrong  hoe  with  which  they 

,cut  up  the  turf,  rolling  it  up  with  their  foot  as  they 

.*do  it,  and  leaving  it  to  dry  in  order  to  burn.     They 

do  it  in  march  or  april  for  their  potatoe  planting  i 

-and  though  it  makes  them  very  late,  yet  the  cropB 

never  fail.     Soot  is  thrown  away  ;  no  malt  duft,  as 

they  do  not  fcreen  their  malt.     The  fences  of  com- 

.mon  farmers  are  making  banks,,  andfowing  furze 
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feed.    Grafs  laiids  are '  applied  to  feeding  iheep  and 
^ows.   Their  iheep  fyftein  is  that  of  breedings  They 
keep  their  lambs  till  they  are  two-year  old  wethers^ 
and  then  fell  them  to  thofe  who  fatten  near  the  coaft. 
Thefe  they  fell  at  lis/ to  i8s.  each;  and  they  cuU 
fome  ewes  every  year,  which  the  butchers  buy  at  14s. 
or  X5s«     They  fheer  on  an  average  4.  lb«  of  wool, 
which  fells   at  13$^  to  19$^  6d«  a  ftone,   at  which 
amazing  price  f6me  Was  fold  this  year#    The  cotiars 
^ave  all  flieep,  which  they  milk  for  their  families* 
The  poor  people  reckon  their  ca^ttle  by  colhpi^  that  is, 
proportions.     The  .beavkft  collop  is  fix  iheep,  the 
^ext  is  a  horfe,  the  next  two  heifers^  and  laftly  the 
€ow«    Flocks  rife  to  500  iheep ;  no  folding*  Dairies 
are  confiderable.     They  rife  from  20  to  50  cows,  are 
employed  in  making  butter  only ;  in  ibme  parts  of  - 
the  county  they  make  very  good  cheefe^    An  acre 
and  a  quarter  maintains  a  cpw.in  fummer  and  winter 
grafs  and  hay**    The  farmer  generally  lets  them  out 
to  dairymen,  at  2l.  a  cow,  and  a  guinea  for  hor>9 
money ;  the  40s*  is  for  the  butler,  and  the  guinea 
for  the  other  produce,   foiir  milk,   pigs,  and  calf* 
But  fometimes  the  rent  is  in  butter  a  hundred  weight 
per  cow  delivered  in  Cojrke,  and  the  guinea  is  in 
caih#     The  produce  is  not  much  more  than  this  cwt. 
of  butter  \  for  the  dairyman's  profit  lies  principally 
in  having  the  grafs  of  a  cow,  an. acre  of  ground,  and 
a  cabbin  ^hd  garden,   and  they  are  generally  very 
poor.  They  rear  many  pigi  on  account  of  the  dairies^ 
about  a.  pig  to  every  cow,  and  a  calf  to  every  two 
cows,  which  they  feed  on  four  milk,  giving  them 
none  new.     They  are  attentive  to  have  their  cow9 
calve  in.  may.     The  tillage  of  the  farmers  is  all  doner 
by  horfes;  that  of  the  gentlemen  by  oxen.     Four 
borfos  and  three  men  to  every  plough,  one  to  drivcv 

one 
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btie  to  hold)  and  anothei:  with  a  pole^  bearing  oh  thd 
beam  to  keep  it  in  the  ground  i  but  they  do  an  acre 
a  day^  by  means  of  leaving  a  great  fpace  untouched 
in  the  middle  of  each  land^  where  they  begin  by 
lapping  the  fods  to  ineeti  To  lob  acres  of  tillage 
they  keep  about  fix  horfes  j  they  make  iip  their  teams 
by  borrowing  of  one  another.  Hire  of  a  car^  horfe^ 
and  driver,  iSi  6d4  a  day.  Price  of  carriage  ^d.  per 
cwt.  a  mile;  In  hiring  farmSi  they  will  manage  to  tak^e 
100  acres  without  a  hundred  pence.  They  will  do  it 
Without  teams  or  ieattle,  or  any  thing ;  by  re-letting 
the  land  for  potatoes^  grafs  for  cows^  Scd  ahd  if  a 
fellow  gets  5li  by  a  lOO  acres^  he  is  very  well  fatis- 
fied.  Land  fells  at.  20  years  purchafe;  Rents,  at 
prefent,  at  a  ftand ;  rather  upon  the  rife^  owing  to 
the  price  of  buttfer ;  they  fell  35*  6d.  in  the  pound  in 
1772  and  3»  Tythes  are  compounded*  Wheat  pays 
8$4  the  Englifli  acre  :  fome  .6s.  Barley  and  Bere  6si 
Potatoes  6sfc  Mowing  ground  2Si  Sheep  3d.  Lambs 
2d.  Cows  2di  Leafes  are  generally  31  years^  three 
livesj  or  for  even 

The  poor  people  ih  gferiei-al  occupy  from  id  to  x^ 
acres  i  hut  thd  moft  common  way  is  hiring  in  part-  • 
iierfliip  in  rundale  j  and  they  have  changedale  alfo* 
MoJft  of  them  have  only  a  cabbin  and  a  Cabbage  gar- 
den^  the  fize  is  ufually  enough  for  igo  plants  j  and 
their  rent  for  it  20s;  in  this  cafe  they  pay  their  neigh- 
bour for  the  grafs  of  their  cow  j  but  I  was  forry  td 
iin^l  that  fome  of  them  have  noeows»  They  live  th^ 
year  through  upon  potatoes^  and  for  half  the  yeaf 
have  nothing  but  water  with  them*  They  have  all  a 
pig,  and  fome  of  them  feveral,  but  kill  p^e  fo^ 
themfelves  at  chriftxjia^i  Theit  circumfiances  are 
Very  generally  better  than  twenty  years  ago,  efpeciall]^ 
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in  cloathirtg,  but  in  food  no  gteat  dijflFereilce.     SpInW 
hiiig  IS  the  general  bufiftefs  of"  the  Women  :  they  fpih 
infinitely  more  wool  than  flax.     All  the  p6or  keep  a 
collop  of  Iheep ;  as  foon  as  the  lamb  is  fit  to  kitl, 
they  fell  it,  except  enough  to  keep  up  the  ftock,  in 
order  to  have  the  milk.     In  the  little  towns  of  Done- 
faile,  Mitchelftown,   Mallow,  Kilworth,  Kanturk, 
and  jJewmarket,  ate  clothiers,  Ivho  buy  up  the  wool, 
employ  combers  in  their  houfes,  who  make  confider- 
able  Wages,  aftd  when  combed,  they  have  a  day  fixed 
for  the  poor  to  dome  and  take  it,  in  order  to  fpin  it 
Into  worfted,   and  pay  them  by  the  ball,  by  whicn 
they  earn  ijd-  to  2d.  a  day.     The  clothW  exports 
this  worfted   from  Corke   to  Briftol  and  Norwich. 
Of  late  they  have  worked  a  good  deal  of  it  into 
ferges,  which  are  fent  to  Dublin  by  land-carriage, 
and  from  thence  to  the  North,   from  whence  it  is 
fmuggled  into  Eiigland  by  way  of  Scotland.     The 
poor  people's  wool  is  worked  into  frizes  for  the  ufe 
of"  the  men.     The  wieaVers  Who  Work  thiefe   frizes 
and   ferges  live  about  the  country  in  the  cabbins* 
Immenfe  quantities  of  raw  wool  are  feen  to  Cgrkc 
Trom  ill  parts ;  500  cars  have  been  feen  in  a  line ; 
and  it  is  fuppofed  to  be  fent  in  large  quantities  to 
'France.     No  emigrations.     All  the  poor  people  are 
roman  catholics,   and  among  them  are  the  defcen- 
'dants   of  the   old  families   who  once  poffeffed   the 
coruiitry,   of  which  they  ftill  preferve  the  full   me- 
tnory,  infomuch,  that  a  gentleman's  labourer  will  rd- 
'  giilarly  leave  to  his  Ton',  by  will,  his  mafter^s  eftate. 

Ireland  has  Very  few  fuch  farmers  as  Mr.  Aid- 
worth  ;  for  above  600  acres  in  tillage  is  fuch  a  bufi- 
nefs  as  I  have  no  where  met  With.     In  his  improve- 
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ments,   turnips  formed  a  confiderable  article  ;  in  the 
year  1772  he  began  with  one  acre  :  in  1774  he  had 
two  acres  :  in  1775,  five  acres  :  and  this  year,  eight. 
He  has  always  hoed  them,  but  not  yet  in  any  perfec- 
tion, though  improving.     He  fed  them  on  the  land 
with  fheep  by  means  of  hurdles;  they  were  chiefly 
£^t  wethers,  and  the  benefit  he  found  very  great ;  be-* 
ing  able  by  no  other  means,  to  keep  them  fat,  which; 
the  turnips  did  in  great  perfedlion.     He  alfo  carted, 
ibme  off  /or  ftall  feeding  bullocks  and  cows,  which 
anfwered  pcrfeSly  well.     A  very  great  advaiitage  he 
found  from  turnips  in  the  barley  which  fucceeded,. 
being  incomparably  better  than  after  any  other  prepa<- 
Ration.    Mr.  Aldworth  is,  upon  the  whole,  fo  well 
perfuaded  of  the  advantage  of  the  culture,  that  he  is 
determined  to  increafe  the  quantity  every  year,  till  he 
gets  a  fourth  part  of  his  farm  under  them.     The  cf^, 
fedl  of  lime  was  never  difplayed  in  a  clearer  manner 
than  upon  Mr.  Aldworth's  farm*     The  foil,  I  fhould 
obferve,  is  a  loam  and  brick  clay,  on  a  rock  of  limcnr 
ftone,  from  nine  inches  to  three  feet  deep  j  but  what 
is  remarkable,  all  the  loofe  furface  ftones  are  grit* 
jind  all   the  quarries  llme-ftone.     Upon  this  foil  he 
has  found  the  benefit  furprizingly  great :  where  he 
Jimes  he  gets  very  good  crops ;  and  where  he  doe? 
not  he  can  get  no  crops  at  all.     In  my  life  I  neve^ 
faw  this  cjearer  difplayed  thaji  in  two  of  his  fields 
this  year,  one  wheat  and  the  other  barley  5  in  each 
there  was  about   an  acre  not  Iime4,  but  all  the  reft 
Jiad  XOO  barrels-^n  acre;  the  parts  limed  had  a  very 
•fine  crop,  but  thbfe  two  fpots  a  wretched  one  j  lite- 
rally   fpeaking,    not  worth   mowing ;    arid   anoth<:^ 
fmaller  patch  in  the  barley  field  the  famej  the  crop 
^^c^ellent  to  ^p.  inch  where  tl^e  time  was  laid,  and  imr 
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iliediately  adjoining  nothing  but  weeds,  Anothcf 
experiment,  fhewi^ig  the  great  cffi^^icy,  was  ^  compa-s 
rifon  he  made  of  it  with  the  fheep  fold  ;  he  folded' 
jSart  without  linking  in  a  field,  the  reft  of  which  was 
limed,  and  the  fuperiority  of  the  latter  part  was  very 
great,  }dr.  Aldwbrth  fpreads  it  on  his  fallows  for* 
wheat,  and  on  his  potatoe  lapd  for  barley.  It  is  to 
be  noted  that  this  land  was  never  limed  before.  Up- 
on apotheF  part  of  his  farm  whic^  had  been  limed^ 
he  does  pot  find  the  benefit  to  be  equal,  fie  burn^ 
his  lime  in  both  running  and  ftanding  kilns  j  Jn  the 
former  with  culm>  and  the  expence  to  him  is  8d.  ^ 
barrel  roach.  In  the  ftanding  kilns  he  burns  without 
breaking  the  ftpnes,  1500  barrels  at  a  time  with  fag- 
gots, and  in  this  way  it  is  6d.  a  barrel,  Thcfe  kilns^ 
he  remarks,  fhould  be  built  with  very  great  ftrength,, 
Or  the  extreiiie  heat  of  the  fire  burfts  the  mafonryi 
jHfis  liming  has  been  upon  fo  extenfive  a  fcale,  that 
laft  year  he  had  feven  kilns  burntxtg,  two  of  thenx 
ftanding  ones,  and  burned  in  all  above  10,000  barrels, 
and  as  much  this  ye^r,  all  for  manvtrihg  his  6w](i  finrm, 
Mr.  Aldworth  has  erefted  a  bolting  mill,  which  will 
grind  5000  barrels  of  wheat,  apd  it  is  curious  to  ob- 
ferye  the  eflfe^  of  it  as  a  jnewly-eftabliflied  market : 
the  firft  year  he  ground  iioo  barrels,  being  aU  he 
could  get ;  the  next  year,  the  prefent,  it  will  be'5000. 
He  has  alfo  taken  pains  to  improve  the  breed  of 
fheep,  by  buying  Englifli  ewes.  The  fame  attentipi^ 
he  has  given  tq  fwine  and  various  other  articles^ 
Reynold's  turnip  cabbage  he  has  planted  two  ye^s  fot 
late  feeding  of  fheep  in  the  fpri^ig  :  he  finds  them  of 
^xcelleiit  ufe,^  and  is  determined  peyer  to  be  withpu^ 
them.  JJe  began  tp  plant  hops  in  1772  upon  half  an 
ficre  of  lapd,  a  fine  rich  red  loam  a  yard  deep ;  they 
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focceeded  perfeftly  wdl ;  and  the  fecond  year  yielded 
8cwt,  thehalf  acre  of  good  hops.  In  1773  he  added 
two  acres:  in  1775  he  planted  another  acre:  laft 
year  the  crop  failed,  not  getting  above  3  or  4cwt, 
This  year  he  has  a  very  good  appearance.  Has  not 
found  the  climate  at  all  againft  them ;  and  Is  clear 
that  it  may  be  a  very  advantageous  branch  of  cul- 
ture. He,  however,  reiharked,  that  they  are  not  fo 
ftrong  afe  EngliQi  hops,  owing,  perhaps,  to  want  of 
experience  in  drying,  &c.  He  manures  tliem  every 
I  third  year.  Mr.  Aldworth  is  the  only  perfon  in  this 
country  that  folds  his  fheep;  he  finds  t!id  praftice 
very  ufeful,  but  not  equal,  as  obferved  before,  to 
lime. 

4 
•  • 

September  nth,  accompanied  Mr.  Aldworth 
and  family  to  his  neighbour,  Mr.  Hyde's,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Black  Water,  which  are  very  chearful, 
any  many  of  the  views  fine,  particularly  from  the 
yard  of  a  new  church  t>n  the  river :  pafs  many  large 
woods  in  fight.  Mr.  Hyde's  is  a  place  entirely  of 
his  own  forming.  The  lawn  before  the  houfe  has  a 
very  pleafing  inequality  of  furface,  and  the  whole 
fcenery  well  improved  and  chearful. 

I 

It  was  with  regret  I  left  fo  agreeable  and  liberal  a 
family  as  that  of  Annfgrove,  nor  fliould  I  forget  to 
mention  that  every  thing  about  the  place  had  a  much 
jiearer  refeniblance  to  an  Engliih  than  an  Irifh  refi- 
dence,  where  fo  mzny  fine  places  want  neatnefsj  and 
where,  after  great  expence,  fo  little  is  found  complete, 
Mrs.  Aldworth  has  ornamented  a  beautiful  glen, 
which  winds  behind  the  houfe,  in  a  manner  that  does 
honour  to  her  tafte  ^  flie  has  traced  her  paths  fo  as  to 
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command  all  the  beauties  of  rock,  wood,  and  a  fwcet 
river  which  glides  beneath  both :  it  is  a  moflr  agree- 
able fcenery. 

Septembir  12th,  to  Doneraile  with  Mr.  Aid- 
worth.  In  our  way  called  on  a  woollen  manufac- 
turer, Mr.  Hannam,  at  Kilbrack,  who  gave  me  the 
following  particulars  of  the  trade.  It  confifts  in 
buying  the  wool  about  the  country,  and  combing  it 
upon  their  own  account.  The  combers  e^n  los.  z 
week,  Or  ^o  balls  at  3d.  The  fleeces  he  buys  weighs 
51b.  on  an  average.  To  every  22  ftone  of  rough 
^eece  there  are  3  ftone  of  fbort,  coarfe,  and  wafte  j  2 
ftone  of  the  3  arc  worth  los.  a  ftone,  for  coarfe 
works,  frizes,  &c.  the  third  ftone  13s.  4d.  The  re- 
maining 19  ftone  of  combing  wool  give  8  balls  each 
of  24  ounces.  To  each  ftone  there  is  one  pound  and 
three  quarters  of  pinions  of  fliort  wool  that  comes 
out  in  the  combing.  Thefe  balls  are  given  to  wo- 
men to  ipin,  and  gd.  1  ball  is  paid  them  for  it ;  a  wo- 
man can  fpin  the  balls  in  two  days  and  a  half  if  (be 
fticks  to  it  all  day;  in  three  days  and  do  trifles  be- 
fidest  Then  the  worfted,  in  Ikains  twelve  to  the  ball^ 
IS  fent  to  Cork  or  Limerick  for  exportation.  Not 
above  one-fixth  part,  to  his  knowledge,  is  woven  at 
home.  Employs  feven  weavers  making  ferges.  44 
beer  ferges  fell  at  is.  2d-  a  yard,  29  inches  broad,  and 
the  pieces  136  yards  loftg.  He  pays  2fd.  a  yard  for 
weaving  3  and  a  man  weaves  eight  in  a  day  j  weaves  a 
piece  in  three  weeks,  and  lofes  one  day  in  that  time  i<l 
preparing  his  loom.  The  Connaught  wool  prefer- 
red ;  it  is  of  a  piiddling  length,  and  a  fine  ftaple  :  the 
^ort  wool  the  fineft.  At  Charleville  there  afe  30 
looms.     The  ferges  are  all  fent  to  Publin  to  a  faftor, 

V^hCi 


lyhQ fells^ them  at  5I.  percent,  commiffion.  Are  in 
^general  ient  to  Scotland.  The  demand  fox  them  is 
better  than  it  was  :  ;t  h^  been  imprpyijig  for  three 
years.  But  the  prices  of  both  ferges  and  worfted 
have  not  rifen  prppprtio^ally  to  that-  of  yirocl.     .    . — 

-  ,«  ,  «♦  ,         •  '      ■        <  .»••■.  ^ 

to 

An-EfllmaU  of  the  Cloathtng  Trade. 

7,0  Combers  woul  d  comb  in  a  year  5600  ^ 

ftone  of  W00I9  at  i6s  per  ftone      4000    o    o 
Thip  faid  combers  would  comb  800 
balls  a  week,   at  3d.   per  ball, 
cotiies  fb  loL^in  th?  yeaiT    -    •  -  '  520    o    o 
"  300  Women  and  girls  to  fpin  the  above, 
and  Whicih  would  be  the  advan- 
tage of  the  clothier,'  to  form  into 
threeTioufes  or  fadlories  of  160 
each ;'  th^ir  hire,  5t  gd.'  a  ball, 
comeS*to  '      -        -"•       -.       -    1560    o    b 
60  Weavers  would' weave  up  the  faid  .   _ 

worfted,  "at  Sd^  each^a  day,  24I7 
''  a  week,""  the  year    -        -"      -1248    o    b 

50  Little  boys  and  girls  employed  in 
"  faid*  weaving,  at  3d.  a  day  each, 

"  corfieT  to  3I.  15s.  per  week^  in 
the  year        •         -        -     .  -      ^BS..^    ^ 


AlP 


Oil  and  foap  would  coft  in  the  year    368  O    0 
Carriage  of  wool,  woollen  goods,^  . 

&c.        -         -        -        -        -     100  00 

Sorting  wool,  >va^ing  it,  &c.      *      80  o  .^ 


■M'l  ip 


€>  « 


Carried  over        -        •        ..     8071    o    o 

Brought 
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Brought  fbrwsrrd        -       -       •        -  jtoyi 
The  yfeiar's  profit  I  fiippofe  to  be     -    -    3^0 


o    p 
o   o 


The  yearly  fum  brought  into  the  couir- 

try  where  fuch  trade  is  carried  on        8421     o    o 


A  vi^RY,  important  infoirmation  is  to  be  draYrn 
from  this  eftimate,  which  i3  the  proportion  of  labour 
to  the  wool  in  this  manufaftory. 


Woolj  at  16s.   ^    -.  . 

I' 

-.  520 

- 1560 

-   14+3 

180 

<•    400P  0  0 

Combing       ^        ■• 
Spinning        -        - 
Weaving 
Sorting  ^uid  carriage 

S.     J. 

0  0     ,^*^a£^ 

Labour        «        « 
Oil  and  fbap  „ 

• 

• 
•     3703  <>  0 
368  0  0 

/          , 

8071  0  0 

c  .         -  -  - 

HEitaE  therefore  it  appears  that  wool  at  16s.  la- 
bour and  drugs  equal  it,  and  that  labour  alone  is  as 

Oi  to  10. 

V    '  r  * 

IrET  me  not  forget  here  to  remark,  that  the  coun- 
try, widjin  two  or  three  miles  of  Doneraile,  ranks 
among  the  beft  I  have  feen  in  Ireland ;  it  is  taried, 
much  improved,  well  wooded,  and  very  chwfuL 

To 
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To  Lord  Doneraile's,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  a 
vstfiety  of  ufeful  iiitelligepcei  the  fituation  of  his 
houfe  is  on  a  beautiful  riiing  ground,  which  flopes 
doVrn  t6  a  wincHng  vale,  in  which  is  a  fma]l  river, 
accompanied  by  wood ;  from  this  river,  on  the  other 
iide,  the  grounds  (all  lawn)  rife  very  boldly,  and  are 
entirely  margined  with  wood  :  from  the  higher  ones 
the  view  of  the  hpufe  and  park  is  fine,  efpecially  at 
the  gate  which  opens  to  Kilbrack,  there  the  houfe  is 
feen  furrounded  by  very  nobie  woods  and  a  great  va* 
riety  of  cultivated  inclofures,  intermixed  with  fields 
^d  thickly-planted  hedges  ;  the  whole  fcene  fo 
pleafing,  that  it  appeared  to  full  advantage,  though  I 
bad  rode  to  it  through  a  beautiful  and  even-drefied 
country  in  font  of  the  way  from  Annfgrove.  Near 
tdie  houfe  is  a  ifarubbery,  through  which  there  are 
paths  that  lead  to  different  parts  of  the  farm,  through 
new  plantations,  and  in  particular  to  a  cottage,  front 
whence  there  is  a  finely  wooded  fcene,  with  the  park 
kwji  rifing  above  it,  fcattered  with  fingle  trees,  and 
bounded  by  a  margin  of  wood  ;  the  whole  backed  hy 
diftant  iiioufitains.  The  plantations  and  improve- 
ments which  lead  to  and  furround  this  cottage  were 
the  work  of  Lady  Poneraile,  and  do  credit  to  her 
(afte, 

RESl»ECTtNi3  his  Lordlhip*s  huftandry,  the  follow* 
ing  particulars  deferve  the  ?ittention  of  the  reader. 
Three  years  ago  he  procured  ewes  from  Leiceftcr- 
fllire,  in  order  to  improve  the  breed.  The  flieep 
which  were  here  before  took  three  to  a  ftone  of  wool^ 
but  now  only  two,  and  the  wool  is  to  the  full  as  good 
{|s  ever  I   «ind  he  finds  that  they  are  much  more 

thriving 
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thriving  and  advantageous  to  keep,  and  eafier  fed 
than  the  flicep  of  the  country  ;  fheep,  hisLordihlp 
fiads  the  mod  advantageous  flock  of  all  others  :  he* 
keeps  fix  to  the  acre  winter  and  fummen  This  he 
finds  much  more  pipfitable  than  cows  or  fat  cattle. 
Has  tried  many  hreeds  of  cattle,  and  finds  that  the- 
long-horned  Englifh  cow  is  the  befl  for  fattening. 
The  Holdcrnefs  for  giving  much  thin  poor  milk,  but- 
are  too  heavy  for  winter  feeding.  The  Kerry  cow 
is  much  the  befl  for  milking  in  quantity  of  good 
milk.  Hogs  he  has  alfa  tried  of  all  forts,  and  finds^ 
that  nothing  is  fo  [H-ofitable  as  the  black  Indian 
hreed  with  ihort  legs,  round  carcafes,  and  fnulv 
Bofes.  For  working,  he  finds  the  fmall  mongrel 
Kerry  beaft  works  the  beilr,  and  moves  the  faflefl» 
He  wocks  them  all  by  the  horns,  in  the  manner 
pra^fed  in  the  fouth  of  France,  four  in  a  plough  at 
the  firft  ploughimg.  He  changed  the  manner  in 
which  Lord  Shannon  brought  it  over,  from  the  y«>kc 
which  couples  them,  to  going  fingle  with  double- 
traces  ;  this  he  finds  much  the  vnofl  beneficial  man- 
ner |  they  move  quicker  and  with  greater  power, 
from  being  free  and  working  not  in  couples ;  befides 
being  applicable  to  all  forts  of  work  which  require$ 
thfiir  going  iingl^.  £nglifh  waggons  Lprd.  Doperaile 
has  tried  and  laid  afide,  from,  finding,  on  experience, 
tiiat  they  are  very  much  inferior  to  the  common 
Irilb  car  in  bay  haryefl,  dung,  lime,  &c  but  he 
iifes  one>-borre  ^arts  fo^  many  forts  pf  worjc,  Tur-» 
pips  be  has  cultivated  for  fpme  ypars,  hpes  them» 
fuid  gets  good  crops,  but  beft  in  X\^^  dril}  way,  the; 
rows  two  feet  afunder :  he  ufes  them  in  feeding 
Iheep,  and  alfo  fattening  beafls.  He  finds  that  they 
fare  not  of  any  cpnfidexable  ufp  in  this  cpuhtry,  comr 

parej 
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pared  to  others  where  there  is  not  an  equal  plenty  of^ 
grafs,  which  fprings  all  winter.  When  moft  want6<f, 
which  is  in  april  and  the  beginning  of  may,  they  are 
gone.  Cabbages  he  has  tried  upon  a  large  fcaie 
three  years ;  laft  year  and  the  year  before,  he  had 
eight  or  nine  -acres,  and  ufed  them  in  feeding  anJ 
'  fattening  cattle  and  flieep  ;  has  found  them  preferable 
to  turnips  far,  in  all  ufes  in  feeding  cattle;  but  aft 
acre  of  the  latter  will  produce  much  more.  Fern 
he  finds  is  beft  deftroyed  by  mowing  it  twice  a  year 
in  June  and  the  beginning  of  feptember.  He  makes 
his  tillage  exceedingly  profitable  by  the  ufe  of  lime* 
His  courfe  of  crops, 

I.  Wheat,  yielding  10  barrels  per  acre,  and  has 
meafured  15  barrels,  15  ftone  per  acre.  2.  Barley, 
the  produce  14  or  15  barrels,  and  of  fmall  fix  rowed 
barley  20.  3.  Oats,  20  barrels.  4.  Clover  laid 
down  for  grafs,  or  for  one  year,  and  ploughed  it  up 
as  foon  as  cleared  for  the  hay. 

Lime  he  fpreads  on  all  lands  for  wheat,  barley, 
■  &c.  80  barrels  of  roach  an  acre  coft  6d.  a  barrel 
burning.  The  efFedt  is  amazingly  great,  infomuch 
that  it  is  the  difference  between  a  great  and  a  bad 
"crop.  In  general  there  is  no  ground  worth  20s..  asi 
acre,  that  if  you  lime  at  80  barrels,  and  take  wheat^ 
barley,  and  oats,  it  will  then  be  worth  30s.  Thi^ 
is  certainly  a  marvelous  improvement !  Lord  Done- 
raile  knows,  from  an  experiment  oif  his  brother's, 
that  it  is  equally  well  adapted  to  boggy  bottoms  ;  he 
had  five  acres,  which  he  let  for  iCs.  6d.  the  whole, 
and  was  To  hard  a  bargain  to  the  poor  men,  that  an 
allowance  was  made  for  it.     His  brother  took  It,  and 

limed 
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limed  it,  artd  then  mowed  five  ions  of  hay  fer  EHgU^ 
acre!  In  his  Lordfhip's  park  he  has  a  wheel  for  raif-^ 
ing  water,  an  improvement  on  the  Periian^  which 
taifes  a  regular  fteam  28  feet ;  the  fireatn  which  turns 
it  is  confined  by  a  double  wall  to  the  exa<St  dimeniion 
of  the  boxes,  which  take  in  the  water,  and  it  Works 
conftantly  and  regularly  without  trouUe  or  expence« 
Lord  Doneraile  has  ereSed  a  gtanary  upon  a  new 
conftru^lion^  that  of  a  flue  in  the  walls  for  a  fire  to 
air  the  whole  building,  and  dry  any  damp  corn  that 
may  happen  to  be  in  it.  He  dried  the  walls  after 
building  with  it  perfefily  in  a  fhort  time*  This 
granary  is  fo  completely  built,  that  not  a  moufe  can 
pof&bly  get  in  it :  it  has  a  thorough  air  with  lattice 
windows  of  wire.  By.  the  way>  thefe  fiues  are  a 
proof,  if  one  was  wanting,  how  much  moifter  th<5 
tlimate  of  Ireland  is  than  that  of  England*  He 
has  planted  the  clufter  potatoe,  called  here  hulls 
and  bucks y  fo  much  as  fix  or  feven  acres  ;  gave  them 
to  horfes,  cows,  and  (heep  t  the  horfes  that  would 
eat  them  did  well,  and  in  a  little  time  believes  would 
all  come  very  well  to  them»  Fat  cows  and  bullocks 
did  exceedingly  well  t  fat  flieep  were  put  to  them  i 
but  feveral  dying  both  years^  made  him  leave  th^ 
praftice  off.  Of  other  forts  of  potatoes^  he  finds 
the  London  lady  and  the  apple  to  be  the  beft  forts- 
The  London  lady  is  particularly  valuable  for  one 
circumftance,  which  is  the  ftalks  withering,  and  the 
crop  being  ready  to  take  up,  fi'om  a  month  to  Cvi 
weeks  before  any  other  fort ;  confequently,  the  beft 
Ibrt  to  plant  as  a  preparative  to  v/hezU  Hops  he 
has  planted  two  years  ago,  in  order  to  fee  how  far 
they  will  anfwer  ;  and  expedls  to  be  able  to  get  not 
only  good  hops,  but  a  great  crop.     One  mode  of  ma-» 

naging 
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naging  them.  he. has  in  meditjitiotH  which  is  a  good 

•  r 

thought^  and  that  is  to  trAin  them  horizontally  ki- 
(lead  of  perpendicularly,  like  efpaliers,  on  account, 
of  the  ftorms  and  blights  which  hops,  in  the  cqpmon 
v^jy  AEC  iubje^  to  frooi  the  height..  Has  compaced 
the  rotten  lime*ftone  and  lixcie  in  a  20  i^cred  ^eld  for. 
wheat,  10  of  the  one  and  10  of  the  other,  and  found 
the  wheait  ei^ual,  both  very  good.  Has  obferved  the 
common,  farpfners,  after  maiMAring  with  it,  to  take  iz 
and  14  crops  of  whit^,  corn  running ;  and  then  leaving 
it  for  grafs,  which  not  coming,  they  complain  that  h 
is  not  good  for  gra(s,  but  burns  it  up.  But  Lord 
Doneraile  advifed  a  friend  to  lay  down,  after  two  ot 
three  crop^,  which  being  done^  the  grafs  that  followed. 
was  perfecSbly  fine. 

His  Lordflup's  Hme-kibi  is  one  of  the  con^let^ft 
I  have  a&y  where  feen ;  it  is  at  bottom  16  inches  dia** 
meter,  leads,  up  tQ  12  feet  wide  in  the  wideft  part,  2Q 
feet  high  fjpom  the  bottom,  7  feet  from  thence  up, 
and  at  the  top  9  feet  diameter.  Ov^r  the  top,  a  roof 
and  a  porch  to  it,  and  it  draws  44  barrels  of  rosurb 
lime  a  day,  which  takes  6  of  culm ;  burns  (of  5Jd.  a 
barrel.  The  culm  2s.  5d.  a  barrel  at  the  kiln.  Ia^ 
bour  4s«  and  culm  158.  a  day. 

September  13th,  left  DoneraHe,  and  went  t0 
Col.  Jephfon's  at  Mallow.  He  was  at  that  time  con- 
fined with  the  go»t ;  but  his  fon,  Denham  Jepbfon^ 
Efq;  (member  for  Mallow)  todk  every  means  for  mf 
information,  in  the  circumftances  I  enquired  after* 
About  that  place  the  coiirfes  ^^e, 

t.  Potatoes* 


•*•!. 
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*  I.  Potatoes  on  ftubbles,  or  graft  dungfed.'  2.  Po-»*' 
titoes.  3.  Wheat  of  tcre,  *  4.*  Oats*  5;  Oats^' 
6.  Oats. 

I.  Fallow.     2;  Wheat.    3.  Oats.    4.  Oats.    5. 
Oats.    6.  Oats:    The  meafure  the  Englifh  acre. 

^  Of  potatoes  they  plant  6  common  barrels^  and  get 
42 :- Sometimes  take  three  or  four  fucceffive  crops.^ 
Of  wheat  thejr  fow  three  pecks  and  a  half  each  three 
duggets^  each  chiggct  1 1    quarts,  and  get  8  barrels. 
The  crop  of  bere  is  12.      Of  oats  12-     Rents  of 
town  parks  2I.  2s.  to  3!.  other  hnds  id.  to  30s.- 
ivefage*  las;  "There*  are  many  dairies,    up  to  60 
cows^  which  are  all  let  to  dairymen;  at  50s.  to  3I.  io?<. 
of  good  land  it  will  take  one  acre  and  a  half  to  feed 
ii  oow.     They  make  both   butter  and   cheefe,'  but 
where  the  latter  is  made^  no  butter,  felling  the  cheefe 
it  4d.  a  pound.  ,  A  cow  makes  one  cwt.  of  butter ^in^ 
thcfeafon.     When  cows  are  let,  none  are  taken  that 
do  hot  give  two  gallons  of  milk ;  good  cows  give 
four  gallons.     Col.  Jephfon   had   a  cow  half  bred^ 
between-  the  Englifh   long-horned  and  Holdernefie^ 
that  was  forced  to  be  milked  three  times  a  day,  and 
gave  12  gallons  a  day,  many  times  in  the  prefence  of 
various  perfons.     Every  dairyman  is  allowed  ahoufe, 
^  garden  of  one  acre  and  a  half,  and  grafs  for  a  horfe, 
a  cow»  and  fome  a  collop  of  (beep.     Great  quantities 
p(  lime  are  ufed ;  they  lay    100  barrels  an  acre  at 
•IS.  id«     They  plough  with  horfes,  four  or  fix  to  a 
plotigbt     The  poor  pay  los.  rent  for  a  cabbixi,  and 
20s.  for  one  acre  for  potatoes  ;  2I.  %s,  for  grafs  for  a 
cow,  and  los.  for  the  winter's  hay.     They  live  upon 
potatoes; generally  the   year  through;  all  of  them 

keejr 
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iceep  cows  andpigs^  which  latter  they  feed  on  fmall 
potatoes.  Their  circumftarices  are. not  better  .than 
20  years  ago  :  for  though  they  have  now  6d.  ^nd  then 
had  but  ^d.  yet  the  rife'is  not  proportioned  to  that  of 
rents;  Villages  of  cottars  will  take  farms  in  part- 
nerfhip  in  the  manner  I  have  often  defcribed-  The 
foil  of  the  country  is  in  general  lime-ftone  ;  but 
from  Knocfcerera  mountain,  nfear  Mallow  to  Gorke^ 
thereis  no  lime-ftonci 

.  Leases  are  31  years^  or  three  liVes,  and  fome  fol* 
three  Jives  and  31  years  after  ;  and  many  farms  let 
to  middle  men,  who  occupy  no  part  of  the  land 
thcmfelvesj  but  relet  lU-  Above  one-third  of  the 
county  is  wafte  lindi 

There  ar6  collieries  about  16  miles  6^,  heaf 
Kantark^  from  which  coal  is  fold  at  3s.  a  barrel,  it  is 
large  and  hard.  Upon  the  river  Blackwater,  there 
are  tra<9:s  of  flat  land  in  fome  places  one  quarter  of  st 
mile  broad  j  the  grafs  every  Where  rema-rkabiy  fijie, 
and  lets  at  30$.  It  is  the  fined  fa ndy  laiid  I  haVe 
anywhere  fecn,  <f  a  redJifii  brown  colour,  would 
yield  the  grer.teft  arable  crops  in  the  world,  if  in  til- 
lage 5  it  is  five  feet  deep,  and  has  fuch  a  prhiciple  of 
idhefionj  that  it  burns  into  good  brick,  yet  it  appears 
a  perfect  fand;  In  floods  much  of  it  is  overflov/n; 
The  banks  of  this  river,  ftom  its  fource  to  the  fea, 
are  equally  remarkable  for  beauty  of  profpc'ft,  aiiJ 
fertility  of  foih 

There  is  but  little  manufa£Vurlng  ih  Mallow  5 
even  fpinning  is  not  general.  Mr.  Jtphfon  manuresi 
his   lands   very  highly  with   all.  forts  of  dung  and 
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fullage  of  the  ftreets  of  Mallow,    which   is   con-» 
ftantly  bringing  away ;    by  means  of   this   regular 
attention,  united  with  the  goodnefs  of  the  ibil,  he 
has  brought  it  into  that  high  degree  of  heart,  indi- 
cated by  the  rent,   at  which  it  would  let.      The 
whole  is  divided  into  fields,  of  anfioderate  fize,'With 
double  quick  hedges,  well  planted  with  tfee»,  and 
kicpt  in  the  moft  perfed  degree  of  Aeatnefs  ;  between 
the  hedges  are  gravel  walks,-  fo  that  there  is  a  planted 
communication  about  all  the  fields;  the  gates  are 
neat  and  light,  and  every  attention  preferved  to  ovna-i- 
ment  the  whok^     The  quantity  of  tillage  is  not 
eonddepable,  but  his  crops  very  great/  barley  lip  to- 
20  barrels  per  acre.    Mules,^  of  which  he  has  fome 
very  fine  ones,  he  finds  more  ufeful  and  hardy  than 
N  horfeSr     Mr.  Jephfon  has  weighed  to  the  dragoons, 
at  the  barracks,  from  28  acres  of  grals,  3^  tons  of 
Hay  per  Englifh  acre.     He  has  kept  a  particalar  ac- 
count of  bis  .(fomain,  and^  has  fed  his  deer,  horfesy 
cows,  houfe,  &c»  and  fold  to.  the  amount  of  55s*  an 
acre  befides.     I  walked  to  th^  fpring  in  the  tow» 
to  drink  the  water,    to  which  fo  many  people  have 
long  reforted ;    it    refembles   that  of  Briftol,    pre- 
icribed  for  the  fame  cafes,  znd  with  great  fucceis* 
In   the   feafon   there    are    two    afiemblies   a  week^ 
Lodgings  are  5s  a  week  each  room,  and  thofe  feemed 
to  bjc  miferably  bad.     Bpard   13s.  a  week.     Thefe 
prices,  in  fo  cheap  a  country,  amazed  me,  and  wouldy 
I  fhould  fear,  prevent  Mallow  from  being  fo  conii- 
derable,  as  more  reafonable  rates  might  make  it,  un^ 
lefs  accommodations   proportionable  were  provided-.. 
There  is   a  fmall  canal,   with  walks  on  each  fide,. 
.  -heading  to  the  fpring,  under  cover  of  fome  very  noble 
poplars..     If  a  double  row  of  good  lodging   houfes- 
were  erefted  here,  with  public  rooms,  in  an  elegant 
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9tf]e^'  A4alldw  Would  probably  become  a  place  for 
femufcitjent^  as  well  as  health. 

SfiPtJEMBER  t4t:hj  toNcw  Grave;  the  feat  6f  Ro- 
bert G<>rdoft,  Efq;  in  whom  I  met  the  greateft  ieal 
For  giving  riicf  a  corre<a  mformatibn.  Pafled,  at  fome 
diftancej  a  very  large  houfe  building,  to  the  right  of 
the  road,  in  a  good  fituatibn,  by  Sir  Robert  t>eani 
Ne\^  GrOV6  .is  an  entire  hew  improvement  of  Mri 
GordoA's'j  the  whole  pkcc,  fome  years  ago^  being  a 
Wifte  ttib'twr^  or  rfiountafn,  afe  It  is  called  in  Ireland^ 

Mrtv  G^)nlonl  tdok   it  for  improvement ;  the  foij 
And  bog^five  to  mnb  fpits  deep,  and  under  it  a  black 
iearth,^^a  reddrftiTandj  and  in  fome  a  whitifh  clayey 
ftibftaA^e,  but  hot  marie';  thany  fprings  in  it,  which 
were  carried  off  by  drains ;  and '  theii  the  whole  fur^ 
face  tit  tiirf  cut  out,  and  carried  to  Corke  5  cuttings 
&C-.  36av  a  fob,   and  fold  there  at  5I.  this  w.ts  done 
m  order  \f>  ge*  Kme,  which  i^  not  upon  the  land,  and 
by  thh  means  the  lime  came  to  feven-pence  halfpennv* 
a  barrel  •    foUhd  nVany  ftbnes  and   great  roots,    and 
tJmbeis,  v^hich  were  all  cleared  away,  and  the  land 
ploughed  With  oxen^   bfefore  winter ;    then   left  the 
winter  thfee  ploughings  given  in  the  fpring,  and  fifty 
barrels  of  lime,  fpread  and  fown  with  oats  and  clo- 
ver;  the  crop  very  great;  could  be  fold  for  4I.   an 
acre;  the  clover  fine.     This  was  cut  for  hay,  and 
tht  fecond  weighed  231  lb.  per  Englifh  perch  fquare, 
and  a  horfe   that   was   ftarved   nine  hours,   eat  in 
twentj'-four  hours   107  lb  :    and  after  tlVefe  two  cut-' 
tings,  there  was  a  third  for  foiling  wit'h  in  oftober  : 
it  was  then  fowed  with  a  fecond  crop  of  oats,  and 
tliar  with  clover  which  was  left,  and  has  been  mown 
every  year  for  eleven  years  fince ;   this  was  one  field 
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in  particular,  but  s^ll  in  the  fame  manner,  and  would 
let  for  one  pound  an  acre  readily ;  all  expences  of  the 
three  crops,  including  the  lime,  coft  61.  7s.  gd.  an 
acre,  fo  that  the  mere  improvement  was  profitable, 
befides  the  increafe  of  rent.  At  Carrick-dufF,  650 
acres  of  heathy  &c#  the  black  foil  ttyn,  and  the  heath 
low,  and  under  it  a  brown  loam,  with  whitifh  gravel, 
mixed,  were  fallowed  with  ftrong  ploughs,  fourteen 
inches  deep,  for  a  year ;  then  limed,  50  barrels  an 
acre,  at  feven-pence  three  farthings  cm  the  land, 
burnt  on  the  fpot,  and  upon  this  oats  fowed,  and 
clover  for  a  meadow ;  the  oats  great,  the  grafs  part 
of  it  adlually  let  at  il.  is.  Has  profecuted  this 
improvement  with  fuch  fpirit,  that  laft  year  he  laid 
on  10,000  barrels  of  lime^  and  has  73  acres  of  pats, 
34  wheat,  12  potatoes,  and  100  laid  to  grafs,  and 
all  this  in  two  years.  Has  there  built  a  farm-office, 
154  feet  long,  a  barn,  ftalls  for  thirty  bullocks,  two 
ftables,  and  a  room  for  the  fteward  ;  and  has  made 
1750  perch  of  ditches,  planted  with  quicks.  Thefc 
.Mr.  Gordon  does  in  two  years,  half  the  ditch  in  one 
to  leave  it  to  fink,  and  the  other  half  the  year  after • 
Turnips  he  has  had,  and  got  very  fine  crops  of  61b» 
the  average  turnip  ;  they  thin  them  by  hand,  whicK 
he  thinks  upon  this,  land  is  preferable  to  hoeing; 
ufed  the  crop  in  ftall-feeding  30  bullocks,  which 
had,  befides  the  turnips,  half!  a  hundred  weight  of 
hay  to  fix  each  day,  and  found  that  they  throve  ex- 
ceedingly well  on  fuch  turnips  as  were  not  above 
three  to  fix  pounds  weight,  but  upon  the  large  ones* 
they  did  not  thrive.  In  november  he  cleared  the  field 
H)f  all,  ftacked  them,  and  tliey  kept  perfeSly  till 
apriL  Found  that  the  fheep,  fed  at  New  Grove, 
would  not  take  to  turnips  till  ftarved  to  them.  Im- 
ported a  man  from  Norfolk,  to  whom  be  gave  forty 
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guineas  a  year  with  board,  who  brought  ploughs, 
hoes,  &c.  with  him ;  gave  him  a  guinea  for  every 
boy  he  taught  to  plough,  and  every  boy  who  could 
fairly  plough  had  a  (hilling  a  day  wages.  By  this 
means  he  has  collefted  a  fet  of  excellent  ploughmen, 
who  have  been  of  infinite  ufe,  fo  that  he  has  to  this 
day  ploughed  with  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  ploughs, 
worked  with  a  pair  of  horfes,  and  no  driver  except 
the  firft  and  fecond  ploughing  of  frefh  land,  which, 
and  dragging,  he  does  with  great  drags  of  iScwt, 
and  drawn  by  bullocks.  This  improvement  is  of 
particular  confequence,  as  there  are  here  twelve  miles 
fquare  of  rich  land,  taken  almoft  in  a  fquare  between 
Mallow  and  Corke,  one  way,  and  the  Bogra  moun- 
tains and  Nagles  the  other ;  upon  all  which  there  is 
not  a  ftone  to  interrupt  the  plough,  fometimes  not  a 
ftone  to  an  acre. 

He  is  convinced,  from  experience,  that  the  worft 
of  this  vaft  traS  may  be  drained,  inclofed,  limed  with 
fifty  barrels,  and  tilled  with  a  crop  of  oats  on  it,  for 
5I.  an  acre.  Jn  the  neighbourhood,  a  great  improve- 
ment of  1200  acres,  without  lime  or  gravel,  and 
badly  done,  yet  let  at  12s.  an  acre.  Six-7ths  of  the 
CQunty  of  Corke  at  2s.  an  acre,  one-yth,  10s.  of 
Kerry,  nine-ioths,  ^t  is,  and  one-ioth,  at  lOSr 

f 
Six  years  ago,  Mr.  Gordon  eftablifced  a  linen  ma* 
nufaftory,  and  bleach  mill,  upon  the  compleateft 
fcale  ;  a  fa<9:ory  of  eleven  looms  for  damafk,  bleacher's 
houfe,  and  other  buildings,  with  a  refervoir  of  water 
for  turning  the  wheel ;  the  whole  well-built,  well- 
ccntrived,  and  at  the  expence  of  1200I.  Kept  thefc 
looms  conftantly  at  work,  and  at  the  fame  time 
Jjleachcd  many  pieces  for  the  country  people.  Trufted 
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to  a  manager  for  the  jconduft  of  the  works,  wh<3^ 
broke,  which  put  a  flop  to  them,  otherwife  there 
would  have  been  a  ilourifhing  manufactory  eftablifhed. 
Spinning  flax  coming  in,  but  the  woollen  through  the 
country  5  and  froni  hence  to  the  north-weft  and  Dut 
hallow  barony  is  the  great  country  for  fpinning. 
cotton. 

Septembei^  15th,  tp  Blarney  Caftle,;  S.  J.  Jef^ 
ferys,  Efq;  of  whofe  great  works  in  building  a  town 
at  Blarney,  I  cannot  give  fo  particular  an  account  as 
I  wifli  to  do ;  for  I  got  there  j  uj^  as  he  and  his  fa- 
mily were  on  the  point  of  (etting  out  for  France.  I 
did  not  however  let  flip  the  time  I  had  for  making 
jfome  enquiries,  and  found  that  in  1765,  when  Mr, 
JefFerys  began  to  build  ^this  town,  it  confifted  only 
of  two  or  three  mud  cabbins  5  there  are  now  90, 
houfes.  He  firft  efl:abli(hed  the  linen  manufadory, 
building  a  bleach-mill,  and  houfes  for  W;eavers,  &c^ 
and  letting  them  to  manufacturers  from  Corke,  who 
have  been  fo  fuccefsful  in  their  works,  as  to  find  it . 
necefiTa^y  fo  have  larger  ajj^d  more  numerous  edifices, 
fuch  as  a  large  flamping  mill  for  printing  likens  and. 
^ottgiwsj  to  whicl^  IS  annexed  another  bkach-mill, 
and  fince  there  has  been  a  third  creeled ;  the  work 
Carricii  op,  is  that  of  b^y^^  J^^^y  2^nd  weaving  it 
into  linens,  ten  pence  to  thirty  pence  white;  alfo, 
•diapers,  fheefing,  ticking,  and  linens  apd  cottons  of 
all  forts  printed  here,  for  common  ufe  and  furniture* 
Thefe  feveral  branches  of  the  linen,  employ  13Q 
looms,  and  aboy^  300  hands. 

Another  of  Mr.  JefFerys's  obje£ts  has  been  the 
flocking  manufadlure,  which  employs  20  frames,  anci 
30  hands,  in  buildings  ereded  by  him  j  the  manager 
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employing,  by  covenant,  a  certain  number  of  ap^ 
prentices,  in  order  by  their  being  inftruftcd,  to  dif* 
fufe  the  manufaSory.  Likewife  a  woollen  manufac* 
tory,  a  mill  for  milling,  tucking,  &c,  broad  cloths ; 
a  gigg  mill  for  gloffing,  fmoothing,  and  laying  the 
grain;  and  a  mill  for  knapping,  which  will  dpefs 
above  500  pieces  a  year,  but  will  be  more,  when 
fome  alterations  now  making  are  finifhed.  A  leather 
mill  for'dreffing  fhamoy  and  buck  (kins  fully  em- 
ployed. A  large  bolting  mill,  juft  finiflied,  and  let 
for  132I.  a  year.  A  mill,  annexed  to  the  fame,  juft 
finifhingt  for  plating ;  and  a  blade  mill  for  grinding 
edged  tools^  A  large  paper  mill,  which  will  be 
finiflied  this  year.  He  ha§  been  kble  to  ereft  this 
multiplicity  of  mills,  thirteen  in  all,  by  an  uncom-. 
mon  command  of  water. 

The  town  is  built  in  a  fquare,  compofed  of  a  large 
handfome  inn,  and  manufadiurers  houfes,  all  btiilt 
of  excellent  ftone-lime,  and  flate.  A  church,  by 
the  firft-rfruits,  and  liberal  addition  of  above  300I, 
from  Mr.  Jefferys.  A  market-hou.fe,  in  which  are 
fold  a  hundred  pounds  worth  of  knit  ftockings  per 
week.  Four  bridges,  which  he  obtained  from  the 
county,  and  another  (the  flat  arch)  to\vhich  he  con-^ 
tributed  a  confiderable  fum.  Much  has  been  done, 
yet  is  not  the  dcfign  near  finiflied. 

To  fliew  the  magnitude  of  thefe  works,  and  the 
degree  of  public  good  refulting  from  them,  I  fhall 
mention  the  expence  at  which  they  have  been  execu*? 
ted.  Refpedling  the  principal  bleach  mill,  MefTrs, 
Forefl:  and  Donnoghue,  un'der  the  linen  a<3:,  took 
fifteen  acres,  at  a  guinea  an  acre,  upon  w^hich  they 
h^VP  expended  5000 1.  in  erefting  a  linen  mill  and 

C  c  4  blcagh 


39a        BLARNEY    CASTLE, 

pleach   green,    twenty-five  boufcs    for  twenty-fivir 
weavers  families,  four  looms  in  each  houfe,  a  large 
dwelling-houfe;  for  themfelves  or  their  director ;  in 
each  houfe,  ^  m^n,  hi»  wife,  three  apprentices,  two 
girls  and  two  boys,  befldes  infants.     In  a  (hort  time 
the  farm  w^s  increafed,  and  land,  which  before  had 
only  brought  half  a  guinea,  then  let  for  a  guinea. 
The  linen  board  advanced  500 1.  to  this  work,  and 
Mr.  JeiFery§  repaid  them  1400!.  of  the  5000I.     The 
pld  rent  of  the  premifes  was  40I.  a  year,  the  new 
rent  71I.     Another  bleach  mill^    whjch   cpft  Mr, 
JefFerys  300I.  to  which  the  bqard  added  300I.  and 
the  perfon  to  whom  it  is  let,  6pol.   40  ac^es  of  land, 
formerly  let  at   }oL   a  year,  go  with  them.     The 
whole  rent  now  80I..    To  this  mill  is  fince  added  ai^ 
oat-mill,  which  coft  300I.  two  tuck-mills,  200I.  ^ 
leather  mill  and  kilns,  150I.  two  dwell ing-houfes, 
300I.      A  ftamping  mill,  which  coft  Mr.  JefFerys 
2,3001.  to  whi^  the  board  added  309! »  promifing 
loool.  more  when  ^he  works  fhould  be  fii^ifhcd,  which 
they  have  been  thefe  two  years,     Twelve  printing 
tables  are  kept  going,  and  fixty-five  hands  employed^ 
Twelve  printers.     Twelve  tire  boys.     Three  prints 
cutters.   Eighteen  bleaphmen.    Six  pencillers.   Two 
tub-«ien.     One  clerk.     One  callender.     One  mana- 
ger.    Two  draughtfmen.     four  coppermen,    Three 
carters.     Befides  the  above  fums,  the  manufailurer 
has  laid  out  500I.     The  quantity  of  land  occupied 
IS  25  acres:  old  rent,  61.  los,  new,  113I.  15s. 

A  flocking  faftory,  for  which  Mr.  JefFerys  lent 
200I.  The  man  laid  out  300I.  himfelf;  he  oc- 
cupies 50  acres,  before  let  at  20I.  a  year;  now  at 
761.  IIS.  A  gigg-mill,  for  which  Mr.  JefFerys  lent 
3001.  till  repaid  by  the  Dublin  Society,  who  granted 
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^ool.  towards  it,  and  the  tenant  laid  out  200I.  th^ 
quantity  of  land  be  has  is  eleven  acf  es,  let  at  5I.  ios« 
now  at  36  If 

A  manufa£tory  of  tape  is  eftablifhed,  by  which 
n>eans  tix  acres  of  land  are  advanced,  from  ;il,  8s.  to 
^1.     They  have  three  looms  going,  which  make  10^ 
pieces  a  day  of  36  yards  each.     The  'Dublin  Society 
gave  20 1.  to  it..     A  paper  mill,  which  has  coft  Mr, 
Jefferys  iiool.  and  is  not  yet  let.     A  bolting  mill, 
oij  whi^b  he  has  expended  iiool,  the  tenant  500I.  on 
adding  an  iron  mill.     Twenty  acres  of  land,  rent 
before,  9I.  los,  rent  of  the  whole  now  132I.  13s, 
The  church  has  coft  Mr.  Jefferys  500I.  and  the  firft- 
fruits  509I.  more..     The  new  inn,  250I.  and  the  te-r 
nant  300I.  more.     Seventy  acres  of  land  before,  at 
20I.  a  year,  now  at  83I.  9s.     A  dwelling-houfe,  250I. 
Jo  which  the  tenant  added  500I.     Ninety  acres  of 
'  land,  before  Jet  at  541^  the  ney^  rent  is  74I.     Twelve 
cottages,  and  ^  lime-Jciln,  which  coft  280).     Two 
^welling-houfes  and  a  forge,  which  coft  him  i5oh 
and  to  whifh  parliament  granted  250I.  more.     Upon 
fhe  whole,    therefore,    Mr*  Jefferys   has   expended 
7,6301.  in  thefe  eftablifhmepts,     Of  public  money 
there  has  been  added  2,1701.  and  the  tenants  them^ 
felves  laid  out  9*050 1.  in  all  expended  here,  18,8501. 
befides  what  Mr.  Jefferys  laid  out  on  bridge^,  &c.  ii» 
the  whole,   very  near,   if  not  full,  20,000 1.   upon 
inatters  of  a  public  nature.     In  all  thefe  eftablifhr 
p.ents,  he  has  avoided  undertaking  or  carrying  on 
any  of  the  manufadures  upon  bis  own  account,  from 
a  conviftion  that  a  gentleman  can  never  do  it  with- 
put  fuffering  very  confiderablyt     His  objeft  was  to 
form  a  town,  to  give  employment  to  the  people,  and 
fo  improve  the  value  of  his  eftate  by  fo  doing ;  in  all 
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which  vi€vf s  It  muft  be  admitted,  that  the  near  neigh- 
bourhood of  fo  confiderabk  a  place  as  Corke  verj^ 
much  contributed :  the  fame  means  <which  he  has 
purfued  would,  in  all  fituations,  be  probably  the 
mod  advifeable,  though  the  returns  made  might  be 
lefs  advantageous.  Too  much  can  fcarcely  be  faid 
in  praife  of  the  fpirit  with  which  a  private  geiltleman 
has  exctutcd  thefe  works,  which  would  undoubtedly 
<Jo  honour  to  the  grcateft  fortune. 

To  animate  others  to  tread  in  fuch  laudable  fteps, 
I  may  remark,  that  even  the  profit  of  thefe  under- 
takings is  too  much  to  be  entirely  fdrgotten ;  the  ex- 
penccs  are  by  no  means  barren  ones ;  327  acres  let 
before  thefe  works  at  167I.  i8s.  let  afterwards  at 
682I.  8s.  Profit  508I.  los.  without  reckoning  any 
thing  for  two  dwelling-houfes,  a  forge,  twelve  cot- 
tages, and  a  lime-kiln,  which  may  moderately  be 
reckoned  at  25I.  a  year,  and  yet  let  at  rents  of  fa- 
vour, in  all  533 1.  los.  which  from  7630 1,  is  7  per 
cent.  There  is  no  improvement  in  agriculture  that 
would  not,  with  much  greater  certainty  of  continu- 
ance, pay  17.  At  the  fame  time,  however,  there  is 
a  greater  reverfionary  advantage  in  the  benefit  refult- 
in^  from  the  increafing  of  the  rents  at  the  expiration 
of  the  leafes,  upon  undertaking  thefe  works,  the 
longeft  of  which  is  for  no  more  than  three  lives, 
Another  advantage  which  is  felt  already,  is,  the  rife 
in  the  prices  of  produces  at  Blarney,  which  is  a  di- 
reft  premium  to  agriculture,  to  the  farmer,  and  t<i 
the  landlord.  Dairy  cows,  on  all  the  adjacent  farms, 
arofe  in  two  years  from  3I.  to  4I.  a  cow,  as  the 
weavers  were  happy  to  get  milk  and  butter  at  the 
iiime  price  it  fold  for  in  Corke.  The  fame  rife  took 
place  on  corn,  potatoes,  &c.     Mr.  Jeffcrys,  ^fides 

the 
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the  ajbove  eftablifhments,  has  very  much  improved 
Blarney  Caftle  and  its  environs ;  he  has  formed  an 
extenilve  ornamented  ground,  which  is  laid  out  with 
confiderable  tafte  ;  an  extenfive  plantation  furrounds 
a  large  piece  of  water,  and  walks  lead  through  the 
whole ;  there  are  feveral  very  pretty  fcqueftered  fpots 
^here  covered  benches  are  placed. 

# 

AccoAtpANiED  Mr.  JcfFerys,  &c.  to  Dunkcttlc, 
the  feat  of  Dominick  Trent,  Efqj  who,  with  a  libe- 
rality of  fentiment  which  renders  him  defervedly 
efteemed^  ^ook  every  meafure  I  could  wifh  for  my  in- 
formation. The  road  leads  very  beautifully  on  the 
(ide  of  the  harbour  under  a  fhore  of  bold  hills,  on 
which  are  many  villas  and  fome  plantations.  For 
fhe  following  particulars  concerning  the  ncighbour- 
fiood^  I  ,am  indebted  to  that  gentleman. 

On  the  fputh  fide  of  the  river,  &c.  the  foil  is  a 
fine  Ume-ftonc  5  the  country  level  for  a  mile  or  two, 
then  fwelling  into  very  gentle  hills.  On  the  north 
fide,  which  is  much  better  planted,  particularly  at 
Lota,  Dunkettle,  &c.  the  ground  rifes  in  bold  afcents, 
adorned  with  many  beautifully -fituated  country- 
houfes.  Here  the  ftratum  is  brown,  or  rather  red 
ilone,  and  the  furface  (hallow ;  in  fome  places  a 
burning  gravel.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  arable  land 
oh  the  fides  of  the  liiHs.     The  courfe  of  crops ; 

I.  Potatoes.  2.  Wheat.  3.  Barley  or  oats.  4.  Lay 
down  with  feeds. 

Potatoes  yield  per  acre  from  lol.  to  20I.  Average 
quantity  fifty  barrels,  at  eighteen  ftone  each.  '  Land 
irianured  and  let  te  labourers  for  planting,  at  four  or 

five 
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f[ve  guineas  an  acre.  Wheat  from  feven  to  ten  bar- 
rels of  twenty  ftone,  at  20s.  a  barre! ;  average  price 
from  igs.  to  24s.  per  barrel.  The  manures  are  Corlcc 
dung  of  the  rrcheft  kind,  efpccially  in^the  flaughter- 
ing  feafon ;  fca  fand  for  tillage,  and  bank  fand  from 
the  river  for  grafs  grounds.  There  is  water-carriage 
to  the  eaftward  for  many  miles  :  feveral  good  quays 
for  landing  manure,  particularly  one  at  Glanmire, 
'near  Dunkettle,  from  which  the  inland  inhabitants 
draw  the  manure  four  or  five  miles  in  one-horfe  carts. 
Lim«  is  alfo  much  ufed  at  a  fhilling  a  barrel.  The 
meadows  in  this  country  yield  from  i|  to  3  tons  of 
hay  per  acre,  at  40s*  to  45s.  per  ton  on  an  average. 
Dafiries  are  let  to  dairymen  at  4  to  5  guineas  a  cow* 
Many  flieep  arc  kept  on  the  hills,  but  none  folded* 
The  diet  of  the  poor  is  potatoes  and  milk,  with  fome 
fifh  in  the  herring  and  fprat  feafon.  Labourers  houfes 
from  25s.  to  40s.  a  year.  Fuel,  ^  very  little  coal, 
the  reft  fupplied  by  bufhes,  ftolen  faggots,  &c.  as 
there  is  no  turf  in  this  part  of  the  country.  Priccr 
of  labour  6d.  per  day  through  the  year,  on  a  pinch 
in  harveft  8d.  fometimes  more,  but  within  the  liber- 
tics  of  the  city  generally  8d.  Women  3d.  and  ^.dJ 
a  day  in  reeking  corn  :  children  from  a  id.  to  3d.  in 
picking  ftones,  &c.  Moft  employed  in  country  bu- 
ftncfs ;  a  few  at  fome  bolting  iron  and  paper-mills  in 
the  neighbourhood.  From  fourteen  acres  of  orchard 
Mr.  Trent  makes  iixty  hogfheads  a  year  of  cyder ;  a 
clear  acre,  of  good  trees  about  feven  hogfheads.  His 
hogs  he  feeds  on  the  bull  potatoes,  which  yield  great 
crops  without  dung,  and  for  two  or  three  years  fuc-* 
ccflively. 

September  i6th,  to  Cove  by  water,  from  Mr* 
Trent's  quay.     Thp  view  of  i^ota  is  charming  j  a 

fine 
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fine  rifing  lawn  from  the  water,  with  noble  fpreading 
woods  reaching  on  each  Ude  ;   the  houfe  a  very  pleat- 
ing front,  with'lawn  fliooting  into  the  Avoods.     The 
river  forms  a  creek  between  two  hills,  one  Lota^  thz 
other  opening  to  another  hill  of  inclofures  well  wood- 
ed.    As  the  boat  leaves  the  fliore  nothing;  can  be  finer 
than  the  view  behind  us;  the  back  woods  of  Lota» 
the  houfe  and  lawn,  and  the  high  bold  inclofures-to^ 
wards  Corke,  form  the  fineft  fliore  imaginable,  lead-* 
ing  to  Corke  the  city  appearing  in  full  view,> Dun- 
kettle  wooded  inclofures,  a  fine  fweep  of  hill.  Join- 
ing Mr.  Hoare!s,  at  Fa<3ory-hiil,  v/hofe  woods  haye 
SL  beautiful  cfFe<9:.     Dunkettle  houfe  almoil  loft  in  a 
wood.     As  we  advance,  the  woods  of  Lota. and  Dun- 
kettle  unite,  in  one  fine  mafs.     The  fheet  of  waterv, 
the  rifing  lawns,  the  houfe  in  the  moft  beautiful  fitu- 
at  ion  imaginable,   with  more  woods  above  it  ifhaxi 
lawn  below  it.     The  weft  fhore  of  Loch  M-ahbn,  a 
very  fine  rifing  hill  cut  into  inclofures,  landlocked 
on  every  fide  with  high  lands,  fcattered  with  inclo- 
fures, woods,  feats,  &c.  with  every  chearful  circum- 
ftance  of  lively  commerce,  has  altogether  a  grqat  e£- 
fe£l.     Advancing  to  PaflTage^  the  (hores  are  various, 
and  the  fcenery  enlivened  by  fourfcore  fnil  of  large 
Ihips ;  the  little  port  of  Paffage  at  the  water's  edg^, 
with  the  hills  rifing  boldly  above  it.     The  channel 
narrows  between  the  great  iiland  and  the  hills  of 
PaflTage.     The  fhores  high,  the  fliips  fcattered  about, 
with  the  inclofures  hanging  behind  the  mafts  and 
yards,  are  pidurefque,     Pai&ng  the  ftreight,  a  ntw 
bafon  of  the  harbour  opens,  furrounded  with  high 
lands.     Monk's-town-caftle  on  the  hill  to  the  rijiht* 
and  the  grounds  of  Ballybrickeu,  a  beautiful  inter- 
mixed fcene  of  wood  and  lawn.     The  high  0iore  of 
the  harbour,'s  mouth    opens   gradually;    the  whole 

fcene 
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fccne  landlocked.  The  firft  view  of  Hawl-bowi;hg<» 
tiland  and  Spike^ifland,  high  rocky  lands^  with  th^ 
channel  opening  to  Cove,  where  ate  a  fleet  of  fliip» 
at  aachor,  and  R4^ftellan)  Lord  Inchiquin's  houfe^ 
backed  with  hllls^  s^  fcenery  that  wants  nothing  but 
the  accompany ment  of  wobd.  The  view  of  BaJly- 
bricken  changes  5  it  now  appears  to  be  unfortaftately 
cut  into  right  lines*  Arrived  at  the  fliip  at  Cove  j  in 
the  evening  returned^  leaving  Mr.  Jefferys  and  fa- 
mily on  board  for  a  voyage  to  Havre^  in  their  Way* 
to  Paris* 

DyNKETTLE  is  ohe  of  the  ttioft  beatitrfirl  places  I 
^iuve.  feen  in  Ireland.  It  is  a  hill  of  fome  hundred 
&cres>  broken  ihtoagreat  variety  of  grotindiby  gentte 
ileclivities,  with  every  where  aft  undulating  outline^ 
smd  the  Wh6le  varied  by  a  confiderable-  (Quantity  of 
tvpodj  which  in  fome  places  is  thick  enough  to  takcf 
the  appearance  of  clofe  groves,  in  others  f^ireads  into 
Scattered  thickets  and  a  variety  of  Ihigle  groups^ 
^his  hill,  or  rather  clufter  of  hills^  is  fbrroundcd 
on  one  fide  by  a  reach  of  Corke  harbour,  over  which 
It  looks  in  the  moft  advantageous  manner ;  arid  on 
the  other  by  an  irriguous  vale,  through  which  flows 
the  river  Glanmire  :  the  oppofite  fhore  of  that  river 
has  every  variety  that  can  unite  to  form  ple'afing 
landfcapes  for  the  views  from  Dunkettle  grdurtds"; 
in  fome  places  narrow  glens j  the  bottoms  of  which 
Are  quite  filled  with  water,  and  the  fteep  banks  co- 
vered with  thick  woods  that  fpread  a  deep  Aiade ;  in 
others  the  vale  opens  to  form  the  fcite  of  a  pretty 
ehearful  village,  overhung  by  hill  and  wood  :  hertf 
the  fhore  rifes  gradually  into  large  inclofures,  which 

fpread  over  the  hills,  ftretching  beyond  each  other  j 

and 
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and  there  the. vale  melts  again  Info  a  milder  variety 
of  fields.   A  hill  thus  fituated,  and  confifting  in  itfelf. 
of  fo  much  variety  of  furfacej  muft  neceffarily  com-' 
mand  many  pleafing  views;  to  enjoy  thcfe  to  the 
better  advantage,  Mr.  Trent  (than  f/hom  ho  one  has 
a  better  tafte  both  to  difcover  and  deferibc  the  beau-' 
ties  of  natitral  fcenes)  is  making  a  vralk  around  the 
whole,  which  is  to  bend  to  the  inequalities  of  the 
ground,    fo  as  to  take  the  principal  points  in  view/ 
The  whole  is  fo  beautiful,  that  if  I  was  to  make  the 
'   regular  detour,  the  defcription  might  be  too  minute  : 
but  there  are  fome  points  which  gave  me  fo  much 
pleafure,  that  I  know  not  how  to  avoid  recommend- 
ing to  others  that  travel  this  way  to  tafle  the  fame 
fatisfaftion  :   from  the  upper  fide  of  the  orchard  you 
look  down  a  part  of  the  river,  where  it  opens  into  n' 
regular  bafon,  one  corner  flretching  up  to  Corke,  loft' 
behind  the  hill  of  Lota,  the  lawn  of  which  fwell^ 
among  the  woods;  the  houfe  obfcirred,  and  therefore 
feeming  a  part  of  yowr  home  fcene;  the  lofing  thr' 
river  behind  the  beautiful  projection  of  Lota,'^  is  more 
pleafing    than  can  be  exprefled.     The  other  rejacli^ 
kading  to  the  harbour's  mouth,  is  half  hidden  by  the' 
trees  which  margin  the  foot  of  the  hill  on  which  yoif 
ftand  :   in  front  a  noble  range  of  cultivated  hills,  the 
inclofures  broken  by  flight  fpots  of  wood,  and  pret- 
tily varied  with  houfes,  without  being  fo  crowded  as'^ 
to  take  off-  the  rural  effetft.     The   fcene  is   not  only 
beautiful    in    thofe    common    circumftances   whiclv^ 
form  ^  landfcape,  bat  is  alive  with  the   chearfulnefy 
of  fhips  and   boats   perpetually  moving.     Upon  the 
wholc^   it  is  one  of  the  moil   luxuriant  profpefts    T 
have  gny  where  feen.     Leaving  the  '  orchard  pafs  ort 
the  brovT  of  a  hill^  which   forms  the  bank  of  the 
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river  Glanmire,  commanding  the  oppofitc  woods  of 
Lota  in  all  their  beauty.  Rife  to  the  top  of  the 
high  hill  which  joins  the  deer-park,  and  exhibits  a 
fcene  equally  extenflve  and  beautiful ;  you  look 
down  on  a  vale  which  winds  almoft  around  at  your 
feet,  finilhing  to  the  left  in  Corke  river j  which  here 
takes  the  appearance  of  a  lake,  bounded  by  wood 
and  hills,  and  funk  in  the  bottom  of  a  vale^  in  a  ftyle. 
which  painting  cannot  imitate;  the  oppoftte  hills  of 
Lota  wood  and  lawn,  feem  formed  as  objefts  for  this 
point  of  view  :  at  your  feet  a  hill  rifes  out  of  the 
vale,  with  higher  ones  vound  it,  the  margins  fcat- 
tered  wood  ;  to  the  right,  toyi^ard-Riverltown,  a  vale; 
the  whole  backed  by  cultivated  hills  to  Kallahan'^ 
field*  Milder  fcenes  follow ;  a  bird's-eye  view  of  a 
fmall  vale  funk  at  your  feet,  through  which  the  river 
flows  ;  a  bridge  of  feveral  arches  unites  two  parts  of 
^beautiful  village,  the  meadow  grounds  of  which 
rife  gently,  a  varied  furface  of  wood  and  lawn,  to 
the  hills  of  Riverftown,  the  whole  furrqunded  by  de- 
licious fwceps  of  cultivated  hills*  To  the  left,  a. 
wooded  glen  riling  from  the  vale  to  the  horizon,  the 
fcenery  fequeftered,  but'  pleafmg;  the  oak  wood 
which  hangs  on  the  deer-park,  hill,  an  addition- 
Down  to  the  brow  of  the  hill,  where  it  hangs  over 
the  river,  a  pifturefqus  intcreftirig  fpct*  The  inclo- 
fares  on  the  oppofite  bank  hang  beautifully  to  the 
eye,  and  die  wooded  glen  winds  up  the  hill.  Re- 
turning to  the  houfe  I  was  conduced  to  the  hill, 
^here  the  grounds  flope  ofF  to  the  river  of  Corke,- 
which  open$  to  view  in  noble  reaches  of  a  magni- 
'  tude  that  fills  the  eye  and  the  imagination  :  a  whole 
country  of  a  character  truly  magnificent,  and  behind 
the  winding  vale  which  leads  betwee;i  a  feries  of 
hills  to  Glanmire. 

Pictures 


le  A  S^  LE     M  Ak  t  V  k.     4&r 
Pictures  at  Dunkettle; 

•  *  •    » 

A  St;  Michael,  &c.  the  fubjeS  confufed,  by  Mi- 
chael Angelo.  A  St.  Ffancis  on  wood,  a  large  on-  * 
ginal  of  Guido.  A  St.  Cecilia,  original  of  Roma- 
iielii.  An  affumption  of  the  vi^gi^,  by  L.  Carracci; 
A  quaker's  hieeting,  of  above  50  figures,  by  Egbert 
Hemfkerk.  A  fea  view  and  rock  piece,  by  Vernet; 
A  fihalf  flagellatidhi  by  Sebaftian  del  Piombo.  A 
madonna  ^hd  child^  fthall,  by  Rubens;  The  cruci- 
fixion, mahy  figures  in  miniature,  excellent,  though 
the  mafter  is  unknown.  An  excellent  copy  of  the 
famous  Dahae  of  Titian,  at  Monte  Cavallo,  near 
Naples,  by  Cioffi  of  Naples.  Another  of  the  Venus 
of  Titian,  at  the  tribuna  in  Florence.  Another  of 
Venus  blinding  Cupid,  by  Titian,  at  the  Palazzo 
Borghefe  in  Rome.  Another  of  great  merit  of  the 
madonna  Dejla  Sedia  of  Raphael,  at  the  Palazzo 
Pitti  in  Florence,  by  Stirn,  a  German,  lately  at 
Rome.  Another  of  an  holy  family,  from  Raphael, 
of  which  there  are  faid  to  be  three  originals,  one  at 
the  ki^ig's  palace  in  Naples,  one  in  the  palais  royal  iil 
raris,  and  the  third  in  the  colleftion  of  Lord  Exe- 
ter, lately  purchafed  at  Rome.  A  portrait  of  Sir 
Patrick  Trent,  by  Sir  P.  Lely.  An  excellent  por-  v 
trait  of  a  perfon  unknbwn,  by  Dahl< 

» 

iSeptembeA  17th,  to  Caftlemartyr,  the  feat  of  the 
Earl  of  Shannon,  one  of  the  moft  diftinguiflied  im- 
provers in  Ireland,  in  whom  I  found  the  moft  ear- 
neft  defire  to  give  me  every  fpecies.  .of  information, 
with  a  knowledge  and  ability  which  enabled  him  to 
do  it  moft  effciSually.  PafTed  through  Middleton, 
a  well  built  plcice,  v/hich  belongs  to  the  noble  Lord 
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to  whom  it  gives  title,  Caftlemartyr  is  an  old  houfe^ 
but  much  added  to  by  the  prefent  Earl  j  he  has  built, 
beiides  other  rooms,  a  dining  one  32  feet  long  by  22 
broad,  and  a  drawing  one,  the  beft  rooms  I  have  feen 
in  Ireland,  a  double  cube  of  25  feet,  being  50  long^ 
25  broad,  and  25  high.  The  grounds  about  the 
houfe  are  very  well  laid,  out  j  much  wood  well  grown, 
confiderable  lawnSj  a  river  made  to  wind  through 
them  in  a  beautiful  manner,  an  old  caftle  fo  perfectly 
covered  with  ivy  as  to  be  a  pi£iurefque  objed.  A 
winding  walk  leads  for  a  confiderable  diftance  along 
the  banks*  of  this  river,  and  prefents  feveral  pleafing 
landfcapes.  But  let  me  haften  to  objeds  of  more 
importance  :  Lord  Shannon's  hafbandry  coniifts  of 
many  circumftances.     I  fball  begin  with 

TURNIPS, 

Which  Lord  Shannon  has  cultivated  upon  a  very 
large  fcale,  as  will  appear  from  the  following  parti- 
culars. His  father  began  the  culture  many  years 
ago,  which]  he  continued  till  1770,  and  then  went 
largely  into  it.  He  bad  every  year,  from  1770  to 
1774,  both  inclufive,  16  acres,  and  in  1775,  24- 
Has  cultivated  them  in  both  broad  caft  and  the  drill 
method,  the  rows  at  three  feci ;  but  finding  that  the 
roots  became  too  large,  altered  his  method  to  iB 
inches,  in  order  to  have  more  of  them ;  the  fize  will 
be  feen  by  the  following  accounts 

Cajilemartyry  Dec.  21/?,  1771* 

I  THIS  day  meafured  a  fquare  perch  of  turnips, 

l6t  feet,  drilled  in  rows  three  feet  apart ;  there  were 

S4  turnips  on  this  perch,  they  weighed  7cwt.  2qrs# 

2  which 
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which  I  compute  to  be  60  tons  to  the  Englifh  acre; 
and  there  were  vacant  fpaces  in  the  rows  within  this 
perch  where  the  turnips  had  failed^  that  would  have 
held  at  leaft  to  large  turnips  more.  I  then  pulled 
84.  turnips^  the  largeft  I  could  fee^  within  about  15 
yards  of  the  above  perch,  and  they  weighed  I5cwt, 
i5qrs.  17  lb.  which  is  aboiit  125  ton,  agcwt.  aolbi 
I  weighed  two  of  the  above  turnips  feparately,  one 
bf  them  a  white  tankard,  they  each  wdghed  32lbi 
The  white  Norfolk  was  three  feet  eight  inches  in 
fcircumference.  N,  B.  I  neither  manured  nor  burned 
the  ground  i  it  i^as  naturally  good  ;  I  tilled  it  well, 
and  hoed  the  crop  carefully. 

SHANNON; 

OKe  of  the  above  turnips  Lord  Shannon  took 
with  him  to  the  Dublin  Society,  where  it  was  feert 
by  the  whole  city ;  but  from  my  tour  through  the 
kingdom,  I  ain  afraid  it  did  not  animate  fo  many 
as  it  ought.  Thefe  large  turnips  were  not  raifed  in 
any  peculiar  fpot,  but  were  part  of  a  field  of  eight 
or  ten  acres.  The  application  of  the  crop  has  been 
generally  by  drawing  and  giving  them  to  flieep  on 
dry  paftures;  all  forts,  but  particularly  fat  ewes, 
they  fattened  admirably.  Finds  that  the  great  be- 
hefit  of  the  culture  is  having  them  hear  a  very  dry 
field,  in  order  to  manage  them  as  abovementioned* 
He  has  found  that  they  will  do  exceedingly  well 
without  manuring^  efpecially  if  the  land  is  an  old 
rough  pafture,  or  which  wants  to  be  broken  up ;  fal- 
lowed well  and  thoroughly  ploughed,  produces  great 
Crops.  Sea  weed  his  Lordfhip  has  tried  for  them, 
fpread  about  th»  thicknefs  of  dung,  and  it  gave  pro- 
digious products;     Upon  the  whole,  he  is  clearly  of 

D  d  2  opinion. 
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opinion^  that  nothing,  can  be  more  beneficial  to  the 
agriculture  of  Ireland  than  introducing  this  culture^ 
and  (6  well  convinced  of  this,  that  he  has  always 
fliewn  his  crops  to  farmers,  weighed  them  before 
them,  fhewed  the  cattle  fed,  and  took  every  pains  to 
make  them  come  into  the  culture,  but  in  vain.  As 
a  preparation  of  corn  they  are  incomparable  ;  he  ha» 
had  very  great  crops  of  barley  after  them,  fuch  as> 
were  laid  with  every  heavy'  rairt  from  luxuriance^ 
Wheat  he  has  alfo  fown  after  them,  and  got  eight 
barrels  art  acre  from  feven  ftone  of  feed. 

CAiBBAGES 

Lord  Shannon  cultivated  alfo;  generally  hasr 
had  five  or  fix  acres  for  four  or  'fiv.e  years  ;  the  fort 
the  flat  Dutch,  and  got  very  fine  crops*  Gave  them 
to  cattle  of  all  forts,  who  eat  them  very  greedily, 
and  did  better  upon  them  than  ujpon  turnips,  but 
would  not  laft  longer  than  chriftmas,  otherwifc 
would  have  preferred  them.  The  crops  of  corrt 
after  them  neither  better  nor  worfe  than  after  tur- 
nips. Tried  alfo  the  Scotch  and  other  forts,  but 
preferred  the  flat  Dutch  to  sny  other.  One  great 
objeftion  to  both  cabbages  and  turnips  is  the  mild^ 
nefs  of  the  fcafon  in  Ireland,  which  is  fo  great  as  to 
burft  the  cabbages,  and  make  the  turnips  run  to  feed 
before  their  time.  As  to  the  grafs  fpringing  fo  fafl: 
in  winter,  as  to  prevent  the  iiecefSty  of  the  culture^ 
he  does  not  find  it.  Cabbages  muft  be  well  ma- 
nured for. 

POTATOES. 

Lord  Shannon  planted  i8  acres  of  potatges  with' 
the  plough,  manuring  oniy  the  furrows  ;  horfe  and 

hand 
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hand  ho»l  them  perfeftly,  to  keep  them  free  from 
weeds  j^id  it  twice,  and  purpofed  oftener,  but  the 
growth  of  the  crop  was  fo  luxuriant,  that  neither 
the  horfe  nor  hoe  could  get  through  them.  Toek 
them  up  with  the  plough,  and  tite  crop  proved  ex- 
.Ceedingly  good,  far  better  than  they  would  have 
been  in  the  common  method, 

DRILL    HUSBANDRY. 

e 
Lord  Shannon's  expreffion  of  this  mode  to  me  was 

excellent,  /  read  myfelfinto  ity  and  worked  myfelfoUt  of 
it.  He  tried  it  with  wheat,  horfe  and  hand  hoeing 
it  perfe£lly,  and  got  a  very  fine  crop  ;  an  unexcepti- 
onable one  for  the  mode,  but  thQ  produce  was  not 
equal  to  the  common  way,  while  the  expence,  trou,- 
ble,  and  attention,  were  endlefs,  fo  that  he  was  con- 
vinced, even  by  his  fuccefs^  that  it  could  not  be  a 
beneficial  mode  of  culture.  For  turnips  alfo  he  pre- 
fers  very  much  the  broad-caft  mode,  and  never  begai\ 
.phe  4rill  fnethpd  but  as  an  eafe  of  hoeing* 

S    O    J    L    I    N    G, 

Soiling  hqrfes,  &c.  in  fummer,  wjth  grafs  mown 
every  day.  Lord  Shannon  has  praftifed  greatly,  and 
jRnds  it  highly  beneficial,  and  particularly  for  raifing 
great  quantities  of  dung. 

SEA-SAND  AND  LIME, 

The  manures  which  Lord  Sl^annon  ufes  are  fea- 
fand  and  lime.  He  prefers  the  latter  for  brown  flaty 
ftonc  land,  and  fand  for  lime-ftone  land  :  has  ufed 

D  d  3  great 
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^reat  quantities  of  it,  though  four  to  fix  miles  from' 
the  fea.  In  one  month  he. has  brought  671^ barrels 
pf  it,  at  5d.  a  barrel,  or  139I.  19s.  Qid.  for  67  acres, 
^t  100  barrels  an  acre,  and  afterwards  50  more  for  a 
fecond  dreffing  :  the  efFefl:  of  it  is  very  great,  parti- 
cularly in  bringing  daifies  {bellis)  on  very  poor  land, 
?ind  white  clover  when  laid  on  good  grafs  lands.  If 
a  bag  breaks,,  and  fome  accidentally  falls  on  a  wafte. 
the  man  gathers  it  up  as  clean  as  he  can,  yet  it  is 
fure  to  iiring  a  patch  of  white  clover.  Lime  his 
Lordihip  burns  in  a  long-necked  kiln,  which  he 
finds  to  anfwer  fo  well,  that  one  barrel  of  culm  burns 
ten  of  lime,  He  lets  the  kiln,  and  buys  the  lime 
at  IS.  4d.  a  barrel.  Draws  26  barrels  a  day.  The 
culm  4s.  a  barrel.  The  labourers  hire  id.  a  barrel 
for  quarrying,  breakipg,  and  burning. 

BOUNTIES. 

Lord  SHANNOii's  bounties  to  labourers  amount 
to  50I.  a  year.  He  gives  them  by  way  of  encourage- 
ment J  but  only  to  fuch  as  can  fpeak  Englilh,  and  do 
fomething  more  than  fill  a  cart, 

li    I    T    C    H    E    S. 

His  Lordfhip  has  made  fome  double  ditches  of  an 
extraordinary  dimenfion  ;  the  center  of  them  a  para- 
pet terrafs,  1 3  feet  6  inches  broad,  with  a  hedgp  on 
each  fide  of  it,  and  with  a  riding  between  them  : 
they  are  moft  completely  done,  and  anfwer  the  dou- 
ble purpofe  perfe<aiy,  ' 


LINEN 
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LINEN  MANUFACTORY. 

Lord  Shannon  eftabliihed  a  faaory  at  Cloghni- 
kclty,  in  the  year  1769,  a  bkach  yard  of  17  acres  of 
land,  with  mills,  &c.  for  bleaching  the  pie<5c8  that 
are  wove  in  the  neighbourhood.  There  are  94  looms 
at  work  in  the  town,  lOoL  a  week  laid  out  in  yarn, 
and  at  three  fairs  i8opl.  the  amount  of  which  is 
7000I.  a  yeajrj  the  cloth  chiefly  coarfe:  and  this 
cftablifliment  has  had  great  effea  in  incrcafing  the 
pianufa(ftures  in  the  neighbourhood. 

COMPOSTS- 

He  is  exceedingly  attentive  in  forming  compofts. 
A  river  runs  through  Caftlemartyr,  part  of  which  is 
often  full  of  fand  and  mud ;  this  he  empties  periodi- 
cally and  mixes  it  with  lime,  In  one  field  I  faw 
larger  compoft  heaps  of  thefe  materials,  than  I  re-  , 
member  any  where  elfe  to  have  obferved ;  one  of 
thefe  was  105  yards  long,  nine  broad,  and  four 
feet  high,  containing  cubical  yards  -  -  <.■  1260 
Another,  78  and  8  broad,  and  4  feet  high  -  832 
Another,  155  by  5,  and  4  feet  high  -  -  -  1033 
Another,  76  by  5,  and  4  feet  high      -    n     i»      506 

Total    -»ef*f«fl«7.    363^ 


Among,  thefe  hills  were  2000  barrels,  or  8000  bufliels 
of  lime  mixed :  after  this  it  is  needlefs  to  fay,  that 
|ie  manures  his  land  with  uncommon  fpirit. 


Dd4  WASTE 
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WASiT?       LANQ. 

His  Lordfhip  has  reclaimed  109  acres  of  furze 
land,  which  he  has.  ^radicated,  and  brought  to  f: 
very  profitable  foil. 

WALLING, 

Lord  Sjiaj^non  has  ii>clp(ed  380  acres  with  a 
ipoft  excellent  wall,  eight  feet  and  a  half  high  under 
the  coping,  and  eight  inches  above  it.  The  wajpi  is 
two  feet  thick  at  bottom,  and  eighteen  inches  at 
top,  and  cgfts  J^s.  per  perch,  or  il.  i^s.  running 
meafurc. 

BARN. 

« 

.   The  beft  built  barn  I  have  fecn  in  Ireland,  is  at 

Caftlemartyr.     The  bays  and  threfhing  floor  are  14 

feet  high,  and  over  them  are  two  ftories  for  granaries, 

the  firft  eight  feet  two  inches  [high,  and  the  upper 

one  eight  feet  nine  iiiches  befides  ^he  roof,  with  ^ 

door  in  the  center  of  the  floors,  and  a  wheel  for 

winding  fac)cs  up.     It  is  built  ii\  fuch  a  manner^  the 

doors,  &c.   fo  plated  every  where  at  the  edges  with 

irop,  that  it  is  impoflible  a  mqufe  fhould  ge^  in  or 

out  J  or  that  a  rat  fliould  any  where  gnaw  his  way 

in.     Upon  clearing  jt  laft  year^  a^out  20  mice  were 

found  that  had  been  carried  in  in  the  fheafs,   a  little 

ftraw  was  laid   for  them  in  a  corner,   and  the  barn 

(hut  for  a  fortnight,  at  the  'end  of  which  time  they 

were  found  alive,  ajid  killed,  npt  one  being  able  to 

efcape.     J  have  feen  very  fine  Varns  built   in  Engr 

land,  on  capt  ftones,  into  which  no  vermin  could 

get,  unlefs  carried  in,  but  when  they  were  carried  in, 

they  had  a  million  of  ways  to  get  out. 

/       6  puLLOCK^ 
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BULLOCKS  DRAWN  BY  THE  HORNS. 

Lord  Shannon  upon  going  into  tillage,  found 
that  the  expence  of  horfes  was  fo  great,  that  it  eat 
up  all  the  profit  of  the  farm ;  which  made  him  de»- 
termine  to  ufe  bullocks ;  he  did  it  in  the  common 
method  of  yokes  and  bows,  but  they  performed  fo 
indifferently,  and  with  fuch  manifeft  uneafinefs,  that 
he  imported  the  French  method  of  drawing  by  the 
horns  5  and  in  order  to  do  this  effeiStually,  he  wrote 
to  a  perfon  at  Bourdeaux  to  hire  him  a  man  who  was 
pradliced  in  that  method.     Upon  the  correfpondent 
being  applied  to,  he  reprefented  difficult ies  attending 
it,  the  man  who  was  fpoken  to  having  been  in  Ger- 
many  for   the   fame  purpofe.      Upon   which   Lord 
^Shannon  gave  direftions  that  every  thing  fhould  be 
fought  and  fent  over  which  the  labourer  wifhed  to 
bring  with  him.     According,  a  bullock  of  the  beft 
fort,  that  had  been  worked  three  years,  was  purcha- 
fed  *y  alfo  a  hay-cart,  a  plough,  harrows,  and  all  the 
tackle  for  harneffing  them  by  the  horns,  which,  with 
the  man,  were  fent  over.     His  falary  was  to  be  400 
Jivres  a  year,  with  board,  &c.     The  bullock,  218 
livres;  tackle  for  two  bullocks,  36.   Two  carts,  314, 
A  plough  and  harrow,  123,  which,  with  other  ex- 
pences,  came  to45l.  17s.  and  freight  16I.  i6s.  Upon 
the  whole,  the  experiment  coft,  from  firft  to  laft,  to 
bring  it  thoroughly  to  bear,  about  an  hundred  pounds. 
His  Lordfhip  is  perfuaded,  that  the  firft  year  of.  his 
introducing  it  at  large  on  his  farm,  faved  him  the 
whole.     He  has  purfued  the  method  ever  fince,  and 
with  the  greateft  fuccefs.     He  finds  the  bullocks  (o 
perfectly  at  their  eafe,  that  it  is  a  pleafure  to  fee  , 
them ;    for  firft   breaking   up   lays,    and   for   crofs 

ploughing,  he  ufes  four,  but  in  all  fucceeding  earths, 

only 
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only  two ;  nor  more  for  the  firft  ploughing  of  ftttb^ 
bles  :  I  faw  fix  ploughs  doing  this  in  a  whejit  ftubble, 
and  l;hey  did  it  five  or  fix  inches  deep  with  gre^t  eafe. 
Upon  firft  introducing  it,  there  was  a  combination 
^ohong  all  his  men  againft  the  practice,  but  Lord 
Shannon  was  determined  to  carry  his  point  j  in  this 
matter,  he  followed  a  courfe  th^t  had  all  imaginable 
fuccefs  :  one  lively  fenfible  boy  took  to  the  oxen,  and 
worked  them  readily.  His  Lordfhip  at  once  advanced 
this  bay  to  eight-pence  a  day  ;  this  did  the  bufinefs- 
at  once  ;  others  followed  the  example,  and  fince  that 
he  has  had  numbers  who  could  manage  them,  and 
plough  as  well  as  the  Frenchman,  They  plough  an 
acre  a  day  with  cafe  j .  and  carry  very  great  loads  of 
corn,  hay,  coals,  &c.  Four  bullocks  in  the  French 
cart  brought  twelve  barrels  of  coals,  ihip  meafure, 
each  5  cwt,  or  three  tons,  but  the  tackle  of  the  fore 
couple  breaking,  the  other  two  drew  the  load  above 
a  mile  to  a  forge.  Two  of  them  drew  35  cwt.  of  flag 
ftone,  three  miles  with  eafe  ^  but  Lord  Shannon  does 
not  in  common  work  them  in  this  manner,  three  tons 
he  thinks  a  proper  load  for  four  bullocks.  Upon  the 
bailiff,  Mr.  Bere,  mentioning  loads  dra^vn  by  thefe 
oxen,  that  appeared  to  me  moft  extraordinarily  great, 
I  exprefTed  many  doubts,  his -Lordfhip  immediately 
ordered  the  French  harveft  cart  to  be  loaded  half  a 
mile  from  the  reeks;  it  was  done;  1020  iheafs  of 
wheat  were  laid  on  it,  and  two  oxen  drew  it  without 
difficulty ;  we  then  weighed  forty  flieafs^  the  weight 
'2511b.  at  which  rate  the  1020  came  to  6375  lb.  or 
above  three  tons,  which  is  a  vaft  weight  for  two  oxen 
to  draw ;  I  am  very  much  in  doubt  whether  in  yoaks 
they  would  have  ftirred  the  cart  fo  loaded.  The  ufe 
of  yoaks  is  out  of  the  queftion.  The  only  compkri- 
fon  now  wanting  is  with  collars. 

Lord 
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Lord  Shannon  has  an  excellent  way  of  managing 
^11  his  cattle  in  one  circumftance,  which  is  to  mark 
them  on  the  horn  with  numbers,  and  keeps  a  book 
engraved  in  columns,  by  which  means,  on  turning 
to  the  number,  he  fees  every  particular  of  the  beaft, 
which  are  inferted  in  the  columns.  He  trains  them 
for  work  at  three  to  four  years  old,  gently  bregiking 
^hem  in  at  once,  without  any  dijBiculty. 

The  common  huftandry  about  Caftle  Martyr,  will 
be  feen  from  the  following  account,  for  which  parti- 
culars lam  obliged  to  the  attention  of  this  patriotic 
nobleman,  who  took  every  method  to  have  me  well 
informed.  Farms  rife  from  one  hundred  to  three 
hundred  acres,  but  fome  to  one  thoufand,  of  which 
fize  Lord  Middleton  has  one,  They  are  not  taken 
in  partnerfhip  fo  much  as  in  other  parts;  two  or 
three  wiH  take  a  farm  of  thirty  or  forty  acres,  but  it 
is  not  general.  The  foil  is  various ;  the  vale,  from. 
Carricktowel  to  Killay,  of  ten  or  twelve  miles  long, 
and  four  over,  -is  of  lime-ftone ;  the  hills  are  browii 
ftone ;  the  loam  upon  it  from  three  inches  to  eight 
feet  deep,  ftrong,  rich  and  good ;  dry  in  winter,  and 
good  turnip  land,  Thefe  lime-ftone  rocks  are  full  of 
cavities  and  fubterraneous  paffages,  fo  that^  if  you 
cut  a  drain  to  carry  water  off,  and  touch  upon  a 
lime-ftone  rock,  probably  all  will  find  its  way. 
Rent  of  the  barony  of  Imokilly,  on  an  average, 
twelve  (hillings  aa  acre ;  Kilnatalton,  eight  (hillings. 
A  third  part  of  the  county  is  wafte  land,  the  price 
of  which  is  rifen  extremely  in  a  few  years ;  rent, 
one  (hilling ;  the  reft  of  the  county,  eight  (hillings. 
The  courfe  of  crops : 

I.  Po- 
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I.  Potatoes,  upon  clay  ground,  duriged  and  plough- 
ed at  3I.  plant  iix  barrels  at  two  ai^d  a  half  pwt, 
produce  50  to  lOO  barrels  5  potatoes  fell  2s,  tq  4s, 
a  barrel. 

^.  Wheat,  fow  twelve  ftojic,  prpducc  five  barrels. 

3.  Oats,  on  one  ploughing,  fow  a  barrel  of  four- 
teen ftone,  crop  eight  barrels.  Some  poor  people 
Xfk&  one  or  two  more  crops  of  pats^ 

4.  Lay  out  for  grafs  from  two  to  twelve  y^ars. 
They  fometimes  burn  for  potatoes,  efpecially  on  the 
abfentee  eftates,  and  get  as  good  crqps  as  in  the.otlier 
way. 

^fcpence  of  an  qcu  of  potatoes. 

£.   s.    d. 

Rent        r        T        T-        T        *        I*        3P^ 
Seed         -         -         -         -^  -         018     Q 

Planting  and  trenching,  fortv  days,  of  a 

man         -  -  r  -  -lOp 

Taking  up,  and  carrying  home,  &c.      -       199 
T^ythe        -  -  p-  -  -^pfco 


640 

Produce. 

f^.    s.   d. 

Seventy  barrels,  at  3s.     -      -     10  10    b 
Expences    -    -  -  -         640 

Profit        *•         -^         •-         -        460 

A  dif. 
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A  difpute  ariftng  upon  the  prodilce  of  potetoes. 
Lord  Shannon  ordered  fome  fpades  fquare  (each  5^^ 
feet)  to  be  taken  up,  and  weighed  them  ;  the  weighty 
on  an  average,  19  lb.  per  fpade,  or  108  barrels  per 
acre,  each  2521b,  that  is,  12  weights  to  the  barrel^ 
each  21  lb.  Thefe  wero  his  own  potatoes,  and  not 
an  extraordinary  crop.  Barley  is  fometimes  put  in 
inftead  of  oats,  and  here  inftead  of  wheat.  A  crop 
of  here  produces  10  barrels  ;  barley  yields  8.  No 
turnips  or  rape.  A  few  of  th^  better  farmers  fow 
clover,  but  the  number  very  inconfiderable.  Flax  is 
fown  by  few  of  the  common  people  in  patches- 
Paring  and  burning  called  grafiing,  and  burning  is 
prad^ifed  by  the  common  farmers,  upon  fuch  eftates 
as  their  landlords  will  permit.  They  manure  with 
fea-fand  for  .corn,  and  fea-weed  for  potatoes;  they 
will  carry  them  three  miles  from  the  fea :  all  make 
compofts  of  fand  and  earth.  Dairies  are  numerous, 
from  twenty  to  fifty  cows  fet  at  3I.  a  cow.  The 
dairyman  has  his  privilege,  which  is  an  acre  of  land 
for  every  ten  cows,  a  good  houfe  and  dairy ;  a  collop 
for  every  lO  cows,  and  will  keep  8  or  10  pigs.  If 
not  paid  in  money,  it  is  one  cwt.  of  butter  and  I2s, 
in  money.  A  cow  that  gives  two  gallons  a  day  the 
dairyman  cannot  rejeft  :  it  will  take  three  acres  to  a 
cow,^  but  privilege  and  all  four  acres.  Very  few 
flocks  in  this  country ;  Mr.  Robert  Fitzgerald  has 
1000  to  1500  :  but  the  number  too  few  to  be  worth 
mentioning.  The  poor  people  all  keep  a  collop  or 
two  of  flieep,  with  which  they  cloath  themfelves. 
They  plough  generally  with  four  horfes,  fow  with 
two,  and  ufe  ploughs  of  fo  bad  a  conftruvStion,  that 
a  man  attends  them  with  a  ftrong  frick  leaning  on  the 
beam  to  keep  the  (hare  in  the  ground* 

»  Land 
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Land  fells  at  twenty-five  years  purchafe.  Rents 
have  not  fallen ;  for  very  little  of  it  is  let  at  morel 
than  its  value.  Tythes  are  every  where  valued  by  the 
pro£):or  by  the  acre.  No  emigrations  from  the  toiinty 
of  Corke.  The  religion  is  almoft  univerfally  catho-* 
lie.  Building  a  common  cabbin  5I.  two  of  ftone^ 
&c.  for  31I.  IDS.  They  carry  half  a  barrel  of  fea- 
fand  on  horfeback,  fourteen  miles  from  Corke  to  the 
mountains  of  Barrymore,  and  to  Mr.  Coppinger's^ 
twenty-four  miles,  and  it  improves  mueh  for  tillage  : 
but  it  is  carried,  when  not  to  mountains,  in  cars  j 
yet  is  not  found  to  be  fo  good  as  lime* 

There  is  a  woollen  trade  at  Caflle  Martyr :  Mn 
James  Pratt,  in  particular,  buys  wool  in  Tipperary 
and  at  Ballynafloe.  The  beft  is  the  Connaught ;  it 
is  the  fineft,  and  is  fhort ;  the  longeft  is  in  the  county 
of  Carlow  and  Tipperary.  In  Carlow  they  keep  the* 
iheep  fattening  a  year  longer,  after  buying  in  Tip* 
perary.  Tipperafy  wool  5  Ibi  Carlow  6  lb.  Con-^ 
naught  4tlb.  per  fleece.  In  forting^  the  fine  belly 
wool  h  feparated,  the  finer  Will  make  cloth  of  losi 
or  I2S.  a  yard.  The  back  and  fides  are  laid  by  for 
combing,  the  other  is  carded ;  about  four-fifths  of 
the  fleece  is  combed  ^  Combs  in  his  own  houfe^  em- 
ploying 16  to  20  hands;  pays  them  by  the  ball^ 
3d.  each  of  24  oz.  and  they  earn  8^.  a  week;  thefe 
balls  are  given  out  to  the  poor  people  to  fpinj  em- 
ploying above  a  thoufand  fpinners;  They  fpin  a  ball 
from  II  to  13  flcain  in  four  days,  attending  their  fa- 
mily befides«  The  value  is  2s.  8d.  per  ball :  are  paid 
gd.  a  ball.  In  this  way  of  doing  it  there  are  not 
many  tricks,  being  in  general  very  honeft.  For 
II  fkains,  8d.— 12 — gi. — 13 — lod. — 14 — iid.  They 
are  forted  and  packed  in  packs  of  180  balls,  which 

fell 
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fell  at  30I.  a  pack.  It  was  never  known  to  be  higher 
than  laft  year ;  twenty  years  ago  it  was  25 1.  a  pack^ 
About  a  fourth  of  what  is  fpun  in  this  part  of  the 
kingdom,  is  worked  up  at  home.  *The  trade  has 
been  a  rifing  one  for  two  years* 

Edward  Roche,  Efq;  of  Kildining,  gave  me^ 
at  Caftle  Martyr,  the  following  account  of  fome  im- 
provements he  has  made.  He  has  done  250  acres  of 
mountain^  and  began  upon  50  of  bog;  the  former 
with  paring  and  burning  with  ploughs,  at  7s.  andf 
cutting  and  burning,  5s.  6d.  in  June  and  july^ 
Lrimes  with  the  aflies,  50  barrels  per  acre,  at  5d« 
Spreads  the  afhes,  and  ploughs  in  april  or  may  ;  then 
lets  to  poor  people,  at  30s.  an  acre.  They  trench  in 
potatoes  in  the  common  way,  and  get  on  an  averages 
iixty  barrels ;  then  tj^ench  in  rye  or  black  oats,  by  fix 
men  to  an  acre ;  the  crops  fix  barrels  of  rye,  20  ftonc 
per  barrel,  at  7s*  or  8s«  and  black  oats,  10  kilderkins^ 
at  J I  ftone;  then  wjiite  oats,  8  barrels,  and  fows 
grafs  feeds  one  barrel,  8  lb.  white  clover,  and  2  lb* 
rib-grafs.  The  land  before  not  6d.  an  acre,  could 
let  it  now  at  7s.  Ploughs  at  firft  with  fix  bullocks^ 
afterwards  with  four.  Potatoe-ftalks  he  carries  to 
his  pound,  but  in  general  they  are  left  in  heaps  in 
the  field,  and  are  a  nuifance  in  ploughing. 

From  Caftle  Martyr^  feptember  20,  to  Caftle 
Mary,  the  feat  of — -*—  Longfield,  Efq;  who  keeps  a 
great  quantity  jof  land  in  his  hands.  Has  cultivated 
the  potatoes  called  bulls,  that  is,  the  Englifh  clujler^ 
for  cattle,  but  nobody  will  eat  them ;  he  has  from 
fix  to  eleven  acres  yearly :  plants  them  in  the  com- 
mon manner,  and  gets  120  barrels  an  acre,  of  20 
ftone  each.     I  faw  a  fpade  of  five  feet  and  a  half 

.  fquare. 


4x6       C  A  §  t  L  E      M  A  k  V. 

fquare,  dug  the  produce  231b.  on  very  poor  larid. 
On  fand  and  fea-weed  the  fame  fpace  of  London  la- 
dks,  weighed  27  lb.  Manures  for  them  with  fea- 
faild  and  weed,  but  not  with  dung ;  gives  them  to 
his  horfes  and  bullocks  :  and  when  he  gives  his  horfes 
potatoes,  they  have  no  oats.  It  is  furprizing  to  fee 
h(5w  fdrid  horfes  are  of  them ;  they  do  Very  well  on 
them  raw,  but  the  beft  way  is  to  boil  them,  as  they 
will  then  fatten  the  horfes.  The  bullocks  are  equally 
fond  of  them,-  aild  will  follow  him  to  eat  them  out  of 
his  hand.  Sheep  are  the  fame,  getting  into  the  fields 
to  fcfape  them  up  :  upon  the  whole,-  Mr.  Longfield 
is  perfuaded  that  no  root  or  crop  in  the  world  is  more 
beneficial  to  a  farmer  than  this  potatoe,  fo  that  he 
fhould  have  continued  in  turnips,  which  he  has  cul- 
tivated largely,  but  has  found  this  root  fo  perfeftly 
ufeful,  that  he  has  experienced  the  abfolute  de- 
pendence which  may  be  placed  on  theni  for  winter 
provifion  of  all  forts.  And  what  is  of  infinite  con- 
fequence,  the  culture  may  be  extended  to  what  quan- 
tity you  pleafe,  without  the  affiftance  of  dang,  with-* 
otit  which  other  potatoes  cannot  be  had. 


Mr.  LtJngfield  cftablifhed  the  linen  ntariufafture 
httt  three  years  ago,  by  building  a  bleach  mill  and 
bleach  green  5  he  has  14  looms  conftantly  at  work 
upon  his  own  account,  who  are  paid  for  what  the^ 
manufafture  by  the  yard.  The  fort  generally  made 
is  from  900  to  1400,  and  makes  650  pieces  of  2^ 
yards  length,  annually  -,  fells,  at  prefent,  from  23s. 
to  30s.  a  piecd.  The  faftof y  employs  50  hands ; 
bleaches  great  quantities  for  the  poor  people.  A 
great  many  weavers  are  fcattercd  about  the  country, 
who  bring  their  webs,  &c.  to  be  bleached  here.  The 
flax  is  raifed,  and  the  yarn  fpun  at  Gloghnikelty, 

Rofs, 
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tiak,  &c.  in  the  weft  of  tKc  county.  No  woollen  ma- 
tiufa<5lure  is  carried  on  in  this  country;  Mr.  Longfield 
has  always  ploughed  with  oxen;  whibh  he  has  found 
far  more  advantageous  than  horfes:  Clover  he  has 
cultivated  long  with  very  great  fuccefs,  ahd  finds  it 
highly  beneficial.  The  county  of  Corke  two-thirds 
wafte,  at  a  very  low. or  no  rate^  the  other  third 
at  15s. 

SbptemA^r  2tft  to  Roftdlan,  the  feat  bf  Lord 
Inchiqiiin,  commanding  a  beaiitiful  view  of  Corkfc 
harbour,  the  fliips  at  Cove,  the  great  ifland^  and 
the  two  others  which  guard  the  opening  of  the 
harbour.  It  appears  here  a  noble,  bafon  of  feveral 
miles  extent;  furrounded  with  high  grounds^  which 
S^ant  ho  addition  but  woods.  This  view  is  keh  in 
great  perfeftion  from  the  windows  of  two  very  good 
tooms,  25  by  35,  which  his  Lotdfhip  has  built  in 
additito  to  the  old  eaftlei 

From  Roftellan  to  Lota,  the  feat  of  Frederick 
Rogers,  Efq;  I  had  before  feen  it  in  the  higheft  per- 
fedion  from  the  water  going  from  Dunkettle  to  Cdve, 
Jind  from  the  grounds  of  Dunkettle^  Mr^;  Rogers 
was  fo  obliging  as  to  fhew  me  the  back  grounds, 
^hich  are  admirably  wooded,  and  of  a  fine  varied 
furface; 

Got  to  Corke  in  the  evening,  and  waited  on  the 
Dean,  who  received  me  with  the  hioft  flattering  at- ' 
tcntion.  Corke  is  one  of  the  moft  populous  places  I 
have  ever  been  in  ;  it  was  market-day*,  and  I  cculd 
Icarce  drive  through  the  ftreets,  they  were  fo  ama- 
3tingly  thronged :  the  number  is  very  great  at  all 
tinies.  I  fhould  fuppofe  it  muft  refemble  a  Dutch 
town,  for  there  afre  many  canals  in  the  ftreets,  with 

Vol.  L  E  e  quays 
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quays  before  the  boufes«  The  beil:  part  is  Morifon^s 
Jfland,  which  pfOmifes  well ;  the  old  part  of  the  towtt 
is  very  ciofe  and  dirty.  As  to  its  commerce,  the  fol- 
lowing particulars  I  owe  to  Robert  Gordon^  ££^>  the 

furveyor-general. 

Average  of  nineUenjearf  export j  ending  march  24,  1 77  J» 


HideSy  at  iK  each        -    '    -        -        • 
Bay  and  'v^oollen  yarn         -         -         - 
Butter,  at  30s.  per  cwt.  from  565-  to  JT^, 
Beefy  at  20s*  a  barrel 
Camblets,  ferges,  &c. 
Candles         -  - 

Soap        -         -         -         -         -       .- 
Tallow         -  -  -  -    .      - 

Herrings,  i8  to  3:5,000!.  ail  their  own     - 
Glue,  20  to  25,000 

Pork 

Wool  to  England 

Small   exports,     Gottenburgh    herrings, 

horns,  hoofs,  &c,  feather-beds,. palliaf- 

fes,  feathersy  &c. 


64,000 

294,000 

^180,000 

291,970 

40,000 

34,220 

20,000 

2i0,000 

2I»O0O 

.22/>00 

64,000 

14,00a 


35,000^ 


•  mum 


1,100,190 


Average  prices  of  the  rg.  years  on  the  cuftom  books. 
All  exports  on  thofe  books  are  rated  at  the  value  df 
the  reign  o^Charlcs  the  Second  j  but  the  imports 
have  alvif^Ko  per  cent,  on  the  fworn  price  added  t# 
them.  Seventy  to  eighty  fail  of  fhips  belong  tp 
Corke.  Average  of  fliips  that  entered  that  port  in 
thofe  19  years,  872  per  annum.  The  number  .of 
people  at  Corke,  upon  an  average  of  three  calcula^ 

.        '  txpns. 
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titisks^  :at  nuiftcred  hy  the  dergy^  by  thie  heartii*nio-* 
ney,  and  by  the  number  of  houfes^  67^000  fouls^  if 
taken  before  the  ift  of  September^  after  that  20^000 
increafedi  Thejre  aire  700  coopers  in  the  town;  'The 
barrels  tft  of  oak  br  beech^  all  from  America :  the 
latter  for  iierrings,  ,now  frooi  Gottenburgh  and  Nor^ 
way.  The  cxcife  of  Corke  now  no  more  than  in 
Charles  iJk  Se^oad'^  Reign^    Ridiculous ! 

•      •■•..'.■  J^- 

~  Goiike  old  duties^  ih  175I4  produced  62>ooo 

Nowtbe:fiii»e        ;^        -        -        -        140^000 

SuHopks  i6,500  he^^  32^000  barrels ;  41,000  hogs^ 
l20yOOO  barrels^  Butter  22,000  firkins  of  half  a 
hundred  weight  each ;  all  thefe  are  the  increafe  this 
ycar^  the  whole  being 

240^00<:)  firkiiis  of  buttei^ 
I20j000  barrels  beef. 

I^xpbrt  biF  woollen  yarn  from  Cork,  300,000!.  i  ^eai^ 
1ft  the  Irifli  markets  No  wool  fmuggled,  or  at  leaft 
very  little.  The  wool  comes  to  Corke,  &Ci  and  is 
delivered  out  to  ^ombers^  who  make  it  into  balls* 
*rhefe  balls  are  bought  up  by  the  French  agents  at  a 
V2L&  priced  and  exported;  but  even  this  does  not 
amount  to  40)OOoIw  a  year* 

Prices. 

Beef,  2ls.  ,pef  cwt.  hcvcr  fd  high  by  2S»  6d» 
iPork,  30S.  owing  to  the  army  demand,  never  higher 
than  i8s*  6d.  Shughter  dung  8d.  for  a  horfe-load. 
Country^  labourer  6d.   about,  the  town  lod.    Milk 

Eel  '7  pints 
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7  pints  a  penny*    Coals  3s.  Sd.  to  5s.  a  barrel^  6  of 
which  make  a  ton.     Eggs  4  a  penny« 

CoRKE  labourers.  Cellar  ones  20,006  i  have  ts^  id« 
a  day,  and  as  much  breads  beef,  and  beer,  as  they  can 
eat  and  drink,  and  7  lb.  of  ofFals  a  week  for  their  fa« 
miliesk  Rent  for  their  houfe,  40s.  Mafon  and  car-^ 
penters  labourers  lod.  a  day.  Sailors,  now^  3 1,  a 
month  and  fliip  provifions :  before  the  American  war, 
28s.  Porters  and  coal-heavers  paid  by  the  great. 
State  of  the  poor  people  in  general  incomparably  bet- 
ter than  they  were  20  years  ago.  There  are  imported 
18,000  barrels  annually  of  Scotch  herrings,  at  i8s, 
a  barrel.  The  fait  for  the  beef  trade  coiHe^  from 
Lifbon,  St.  Ube's,  &c.  The  fait  for  the  fiih  trade 
from  Rochelle  :  for  butter  Englifh  and  Irifli* 


Particulars  of  the  woollen  fabricks  of  the 
county  of  Corke  received  from  a  thariufafturer.  The 
woollen  trade,  ferges  and  camblets,  fatteens,  frizes, 
druggets,  and  narrow  cloths,  the  laft  they  make  to 
ios.  and  12s.  a  yard ;  if  they  might  export  to  8s. 
they  are  very  clear  that  they  could  get  a  great  trade 
for  the  woollen  manufadlures  of  Corke  j  the  wool 

r 

comes  from  Galway  and  Rofcommon,  combed  here 
by  combers,  who  earn  8s.  to  ios*  a  week,  into  balls 
of  24  ounces,  which  is  fpun  into  worfteds^  of  twelve 
'  ikains  to  the  ball,  and  exported  to  Yarmouth  fo^: 
Norwich;  the  export  price,  30 1.  to  33 1.  a  pack, 
never  before  fo  high  ;  average  of  them  26 1.  to  30L 
Some  they  work  up  at  home  into  ferges,  ftufFs,  and 
camblets  ;  the  ferges  at  I2d.  a  yard,  34  inches  wide; 
the  ftuiFs  flxteen  inches,  at  x8d.  the  camblets  at 
nine-pence  halfpenny  to  thirteen  pence.  The  fpinr 
XiQr$  at  nine-pence  a  ball,  do  one  in  a  week ;  or  a 

ball 
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ball  and  half,  which  is  twelve-pence  a  week,  and 
attend  the  family  befide? ;  this  is  done  moft  in  Wa- 
terford  and  Kerry,  particularly  near  Killarny ;  the 
weavers  earn  is.  a  day  on  an  average.  Full  three* 
fourths  of  the  wool  is  exported  ifi  yarn,  and  only 
Qne-fourth  worth  worked  up.  Half  the  wool  of  Ire- 
land i?  combed  in  the  county  pf  Corke, 

There  is  a  very  great  manufa£ture  of  ratteens  at 
Carrick-pn-fure ;  the  bay  worfted  is  for  ferges,  fhal-- 
loons,  &(:.  Woollen  yarn  for  coarfe  cloths,  which 
latter  have  been  loft  for  fome  years,  owing  to  the 
high  price  of  wool.  The  bay  export  has  declined 
fince  1770,  which  declenfion  is  owing  to  the  high 
price  of  wool« 

No  wool  fmuggled,  not  ^ven  from  Kerry,  not  21 

iloop's  cargo  in  twenty  years,  the  price  too  high ;  the 

declenfion  has  been  conijiderable.   For  every  86  packs 

of  yarn  that  are  exported,  a  licence  from  the  Lor4 

•  {^ieutenan^  muft  be  had^  for  which  2ol.  is  paidt 

On  account  of  the  aft  of  the  laft  feffions  of  Great 
Britain  for  exporting  woollen  goods  for  the  troops  in 
the  pay  of  Ireland,  Mr.  Abraham  Lane,  of  Corke, 
eftabliibed  a  new  manufafture  of  army  cloathing  for 
that  purpofe,  which  is  the  firft  at  Corke,  and  pays 
40 1.  a  week  in  labour  only.  Upon  the  whole  there 
has  been  no  increafe  of  woollen  manufafture  within 
5L0  years,  IJe  is  clearly  of  opinion  that  many  fa-, 
bricks  might  be  wQrke4  vp  here  m^ch  cheaper  than 
in  France,  cloths  that  the  French  have  beat  the  Eng- 
lifh  out  of  i  thefe  are,  particularly,  broad-cloths  of 
one  yard  and  half-yard  wide,  from  3s.  to  6s.  6d.  a 
yard  for  the  Levant  trade.    Frizes  which  is  now  fup-^  * 

£  c  3  plie4 
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plied  from  Carcaflbne  i|i  Languedoc,  Frizes  of  24 
to  27  inches,  at  lod.  to  13d.  a  yard-  Flannels,  25^ 
to  36,  from  7d.  to  i4d,  Serges  pf  27  to  36  inches^ 
at  7d.  to  I2d.  a  yard;  thefe  would  work  up  the 
^oarfe  wool.  At  Ballynafloe  fair,  in  July,  200,oool. 
a  year  bought  in  wool,  There  is  a  manufa£tory  of 
knit  {lockings  by  the  common  women  about  Catl^t^ 
for  eight  or  ten  miles  around  ;  the  yvn  from  I2d.  to 
j8d,  a  pair,  and  the  worfted,  from  i6d.  to  20d.  they, 
cam  from  I2d.  to  i8d.  a  week.  Befides  thcr  owxk 
confumption,  g^'eat  quantities  are  fent  tp  the  north 
of  Ireland. 

All  the  weavers  in  the  county  are  fronfined  tq 
townSji  have  no  land,  but  fmall  gardens.  Bandle  or 
narrow  linen,  for  home  confumption,  is  made  in  the 
y^eftern  part  of  the  county.  Generally  fpeaking,  the 
circumftances  of  all  the  manufaduring  poor  arc  bet-s 
^er  than  they  were  twenty  years  ago,  Tl^e  nianufac-^ 
tures  have  not  declined,  though  the  exportation  has,, 
owing  tp  the  increa^fed  home  confumptions.  Bandbn 
was  once  the  feat  of  the  ftufF,  camblet,  and  (hag  ma- 
nufadure,  but  has  in  feven  years  declined  above  three- 
ipourths.  Have  changed  it  for  the  manufadurc  of 
coarfe  green  linens,  for  the  London  market,  from  6d, 
^o  9d.  a  yard,  27  inches  wide;  but  the  number  of 
manufacturers  in  general  mucli  lelTencd. 

September  22d,  left  Cotke,  and  proceeded  to 
Coolniore,  the  feat  of  the  Rev.  Archdeacon  Oliver, 
yrho  is  the  capital  farmer  of  all  this  neighbourhood  } 
no  perfbn  could  be  more  defirous  of  procuring  me  thd 
information  I  wifhed,  tior  any  more  able  to  give  it 
me.  Mr.  Oliver  began  the  culture  of  turnips  four 
years  ago,  and  found  them  fo  profitable,  that  he  ha^ 
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every  year  had  a  field  in  the  broad-caft  method,  and 
weU  hoed;.  This  year  they  are  exceedingly  fine, 
clean,  and  well  hoed,  fo  that  they  would  be  no  dif- 
grace  to  a  Norfolk  farmer.  This  is  the  great  obje& 
wanting  in  Irifh  tillage ;  a  gentleman,  therefore,  who 
makes  fo  confiderable  a  progrefs  in  it,  a£ts  in  a  man* 
ner  the  moft  deferving  praife  that  the  whole  circle  of 
his  hufbandry  will  admit.  Mn  Oliver  has  ufually 
drawn  his  crops  for  iheep  and  black  cattle ;  for  the 
forn^er  he  has  fpread  them  upon  grafs  fields  to  their 
very  great  unprovementj  and  the  cattle  have  had 
(hem  given  in  ftalls.  All  forts  have  done  perfeiSlly 
well,  infomuch  that  he  is  fully  convinced  of  their 
great  importance :  be  has  found  that  they  fupport  the 
cattle  much  better  than  any  thing  elfe,  to  fuch  a  de-> 
grce  of  fuperiority,  he  is  determined  never  to  be 
without  a  crop.  Has  always  di^nged  for  tbem,  ex- 
cept when  he  has  ploughed  up  a  ^fafs  lay,  then  not 
Dceeflary, 

Ifj  bringing  in  furzy  wafte  land  he  has  improved 
very  extenfively.  One  inftance  in  particular  I  IhaU 
mention,  becaufe  it  is  the  beft  preparation  for  laying 
land  to  grafs  that  I  have  met  with  in  Ireland  :  he  firft 
dug  it  and  put  in  potatoes,  no  manure:  the  crop 
middling  ;  Jifter  that  cleared  it  of  ftones,  which  werq 
in  great  numbers,  and  fowed  turnips,  of  which  prop 
the  following  are  ^be  particulars. 

*^  In  november  1771,  the  Rev,  Archdeacon  John 
Oliver  (at  bis  refidencc  in  the  county  of  Corke)  be^ 
gan  to  cultivate  a  field  for  turnips  and  cabbages ;  the 
field  contained  about  40  Englifh  acres,  but  was  fo 
full  of  rocks  that  only  about  ten  or  eleven  plantation 
^res  C9uld  be  tilled^  the  remainder  being  a  lime-ftone 

E  e  4  quarry  ^ 


\ 
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quarry ;  the  furface  ia  the  part  tilled,  in  genei-al,  not 
above  four  inches  deep,  and  in  the  deepeft.part  not 
above  twelve  inches  over  the  lime-ftone  quarry ;  this 
ground  was  planted  with  potatoes  the  fpring  pre-? 
ceding,  without  any  manure,  and  all  done  with  the 
Xpade,  and  in  many  parts  there  was  not  fufficient  co- 
vering fdJr  them.     The  ploughing  for  turnips  and 
cabbages  was  finifhed  the  latter  end  of  december ;  it 
remained  in  that  ftate  till  the  month  of  march  fol- 
lowing (i77a)j  wien  si  large  quantity  of  ftones  were 
taken  out  with   crows    and   fpades ;    it  was  then 
ploughed  a  fecpnd  time ;  then  harrowed  with  very 
ftrong  barrows  made  on  purpofe  i  about  the  latter 
end  of  may  it  yras  rolled  with  a  wooden  roller ;  on 
the  nth,  12th,  and  13th  pf  June,  it  was  ibwed  with 
about  one  pound  and  a  quarter  of  feeds  to  the  Englifh 
acre.    When  the  turnips  were  in  four  leaves  there 
appeared  more  fern  and  potatpes  than  turnips,  which 
were  weeded  out  by  hand,  at  a  great  expence  ^  and^ 
in  about  three  weekjs  after,  when  the  turnips  began  to 
bottom,  they  got  a  fecond  weeding  a$  before,  after 
which  they  were  agaii^  thinned  by  hand ;  thefe  dif- 
ferent operations  yrere  continued  till  the  turnips  were 
about  a  pound  weight,  and  then  they  wer6  thinned 
again,  and  weeded  as  often  as  there  yrzs  occafion^i^ 
and  now  it  is  imagined  they  are  as  great  a  crop  as  any 
in  the  kingdom^  Tome  thoufai^ds  yreighing  fourteei^ 
pounds  per  turnip.     Part  of  the  fame  field  is  fowod 
in  drills,  thinned  and  weeded  as  the  other,  but  they 
are  not  equal  to  the  broad  caft,  but  are  a  very  good 
prop.     Another  part  of  the  fame  field  is  planted  with 
20,300  cabbages  of  different  kinds,  namely,  the  flat 
Dutch,  borecole,  large  late  Dutch  cabbage,  turnip 
pabbage,  and  large  Scotch  cabbage,  at  three  feet  be- 
tween each  drill,  and  two  fcej  iji  the  rows,  which  i^ 


'  €    O    O    L    M    O    R    E.         42J 

it  fealS  one  foot  too  near  in  the  drills,  and  half  a  foot 

in  the  rows,  as  they  now  touch  one  another  this  I3tb 

of  o^ober.     All  the  faid  cabbages  and  turnips  wers 

cultivated  with  the  plough,  and  the  cabbages  hoed 

with  the  garden  hoes,  and  manured  moftly  with  rotten 

dung ;  part  with  horfe-dung,  not  half  rotten  from  the 

ftable,  part  with  cow-dung  not  rotten ;  part  with  fea- 

Jloband  lime  mixed ;  all  which  manures  anfwer  very 

lyell.   One  fmall  part  of  the  field  where  the  cabbages 

were  planted,  was  broke  from  the  lay  laft  march,  got 

fix  ploughings  and  five  harrowings  j  another  part  four 

ploughings  and  three  harrowings. 

A.  R.  P, 

The  quantity  of  ground  under  turnips  is    8     i     lo 
■  — ...    .  under  cabbages      2     i     lO 

The  turnip  ground  go^  no  manure  xxi  any  kind;^ 
por  was  it  burned. 

The  foregoing  improvements  Ivcre  conduced  ui^-* 
^er  the  immediate  care  and  management  of 

MAURICE  MURRAY." 

Af^ter  thefe  turnips  he.  fowed  barley,  and  with 
the  barley,  grafs  feeds ;  before  this  improvement  the 
land  was  worth  iQs.  an,?icre,  but  after  It  Ayould  let 
for  25s.  the  grafs  having  fucceeded  perfeflly.  Cab- 
bages Mr.  Oliver  has  alfo  cultivated  thefe  folir  years, 
and  with  fuccefsjj  but  does  not  find,  upon  the  whole, 
they  fucceed  fo  well  as  turnips,  except  Reynold's 
turnip-rooted  cabbage,  which  is  of  very  great  ufe 
late  in  the  fpring,  after  other  forts  are  gone.  Beans 
Mr.  Oliver  has  alfo  tried  in  fmall  quantities,  ^nd 
fecm  to  do  pretty  well  j  I  faw  his  crop  this  year 
jlrilled  and  well  managed,  and  a  good  produce, 
fpppgb  to  give  him  the  expedation  of  their  being  an 

advan- 
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advantageous  article.  Lucerne  he  bas  a}fo  tried,  but 
found  the  trouble  of  keeping  it  clean  too  great  to  an- 
fwer  the  cultivation.  Upon  manures  he  has  tried  an 
experiment,  which  promifes  to  be  of  confiderable 
fconfequence ;  upo^,  fome  land  he  took  in  from  4 
creek  of  Corke  harbour,  under  the  flob|Or  fea  oo^ie 
he  dug  fome  \^ry  fine  biue  marie;  this  he  tried  for 
potatoes  againft  dung ;  the  crops  to  appearance  very 
equal,  but  upon  meafuring  zfpade  of  each^  the  part 
marled  yielded  141b.  but  that  dungl^d  only  yUb.  but 
the  dunging  was  not  a  coniiderable  one.  It  i^  an 
objcd  of  prodigious  confequence  to  be  able  to  get 
potatoes  at  all  with  marie.  In  the  cultivation  of  this 
root  Mr.  Oliver  has  introduced  the  mode  of  planting 
them  in  drills,  two  feet  and  a  half  afunder,  with  the 
plough,  and  found  that-  the  faving  of  labour  is  ex- 
ceedingly great,  but  that  the  difference  of  crop  is  ra- 
ther in  favour  of  the  common  method ;  an  acre  of  which 
yielded  1005  weights,  the  drilled  822,  but  faving  in 
the  feed  of  the  drilled  60  weights,  each  weight  2llb, 

Mr.  OtitF-R  has  juft  taken  a  farm  of  400  acres  of 
land,  wafte  or  exhaufted  by  the  preceding  tenant  by 
inccffant  crops  of  corn;  this  land  was  rented  at 
IS.  6d,  an  acre,  but  Mr.  Oliver  has  tried  it  at  15s. 
and  is  at  prefent  engaged  in  making  very  great  im^ 
provements  on  it ;  draining  the  wet  parts,  grubbing 
furze,  fallowing,  liming,  inclofing,  and  building 
offices,  doing  the  whole  in  the  mpft  perfefl:  manner, 
and  will  foon  make  the  farm  carry  an  appearance  very 
different  from  what  it  ever  did  before.  His  fallows 
for  wheat  ha^  been  well  and  often  ploughed,  and  of  a 
countenance  very  different  from  any  lapds  in  thc 
neighbourhood. 


C    a    O    L    M    O    R    £.         417 

* 

A  YEAR  after  the  4ate  of  this  Journey,  having  the 
pleafttre  of  bekig  again  with  this  excellent  improver, 
I  had  a  farther  opportunity  of  becoming  better  ac-^ 
quainted  with  his  ntan4gement«     I  had  alfe  goiic 
pver  zxi  improvement  of  his  at  Duntreleague,   near 
Mitdielftpwn,  where  he  advanced  3Q0  acres  of  moun- 
tain from  50I,  pp  60L  a  year  to  300K  a  year,  having 
^ircd  it  on  a  leafe  for  ever  n  he  divided  the  whole 
into  fields  of  a  proper  fia&e  by  wel]*made  ditchej,, 
doid)ly  pla(ited  Vith  quick  and  rows  of  trees ;  tho 
}ands  wtfP"improve;d  with  lime,  laid  down  to  grafs, 
^nd  let  to  tenants  who  pay  their  rents  well ;  but 
Mr.  Oliver  refiding   at  a  diftance,    the  trees  were 
yery  much  damaged  and  hurt  by  the  tenants  cattle. 
To  all  appearance  this  improvement  was  as  com-, 
pletely  finiflied  as  any  in  Ireland,  and  the  great  profit 
^rifing  from  the  undertaking  induced  the  archdeacon, 
f o  atlempt  his  new  one  I  mentioned  above.     In  that 
I  fo\ind  a  very  great  progress  made  ;  befides  an  ex- 
cellent barn  of  ftone  and  flatc,  there  was  a  fteward*s 
)ioufe,  flables,  &c.  and  a  good  farm-yard,  walled  in ; 
and  it  was  with  particular  plcafure  I  faw  (it  was  in 
winter)  a  large  number  of  cows  and  young  cattle 
very  well  littered  in  it  with  firaw,  and  feeding  on 
^urnips,  a  thick  layer  of  fea-fand  having  been  fpread 
all  over  it,     The  improvement  and  cultivation  of 
fhe  farm  went  on  apace,  cfpecially  the  liming  ;  the 
kiln  had  been  burning  a  twelvemonth,    in  which 
time  the  expence  had  been  as  follows : 

J64  barrels  of 'Cfilm,  at  4s.    ,    -        -        73    o    o 

The  quarry  is  i^  mile  £ngBih  from  the 
kiln ;  tvw  horfes  and  two  men  draw- 
ing ftone j  at  i8s.  a  week      -        -        46  16    o 

Carried  oyer     ^       -      119  16    o 

Brought 


T] 
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£.  s.  d. 

Brought  forward  -        -      ki9x6o 

Two  men  quarrying,  5s,  a  week  to  one, 

and  3s.  a  week  to  the  other           -        20  16  <> 

3reakmg  and  burning,  8s.  a  week      -        20  1 6  p 

Gunpowder,  is.  a  month  *  *  ^  p  12  o 
24  waggon-'-load  of  coal  cinders,  bought 

at  Corke,  at  10s.  -  -  -  12  o  o 
One  horfe  and  man  carries  out  24  barrels 

a  day,  at  is.  6d.  242  days    -        -        18  i  p 

Tptal         -        1        r        -      192  I  o 


Th£  quantity  of  lime  drawn  from  fcbruary  1777 
%o  february  1778  was   5824  barrels,  the  expcnce 
therefore  juft  8d.  a  barrel,     One  Corke  barrel  of 
pulm,  at  4s.  ufed  every  day,  and  half  a  barrel  erf" 
^es  :  the  kiln  draws  18  barrels  a  day,  16  for  one. 
of  culm,  and  10  for  one  including  cinders.     This 
barrel  of  culm  is  fix  buihels  heaped,     Mr,  Oliver 
)iad  an  old  memorandum,  that  the  pri^e  of  fuel  wa^ 
3id.  per  barrel  of  lime.    Twelve  tons  of  Ume-ftone 
produce  50  barrels  pf  roacl]^  lime.     Npr  does  the 
archdeacon  truft  to  lime  alone ;  he  buys  great  quan^ 
tities  of  dung  and  foap  aihes  in  Corke.     At  the  fame 
time  I  viewed  his  turnip  crops  on  bis  home  farm,  and 
found  them  excellent,  and  many  oxen  tied  in  ftalls 
fattening  on  them,  a  pra&ice  he  finds  exceedingly 
profitable;  when  other  graziers  fell  their  bullocks  with 
difficulty,  he  puts  his  to  turnips,  and  doubles  and  tre- 
bles their  value.    In  1777  he  had  23  acres  of  tiir^iips. 
Before  I  conclude  this  account  of  his  fpirited  cxer-f 
tions,  I  muft  add,  that  very  few  improvers  in  Ire- 
land h^yo  gone  through  more  cxtcjifivc  operations. 


^j 
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1  have  not  found  one  more  attentive  or  more  pra£):i- 
cal,  and,  upon  the  whole,  fcarcely  any  that  come 
near  to  him. 

f 
I 

Land  about  Coolmore  lets  from  8s.  to  20s.  The 
foil  limeftone.  Farms  rife  from  50I.  to  300!.  The 
courfes  are, 

I.  Potatoes,  yield  50  barrels.  2.  Wheat,  3  bar- 
rels: add  fometimes,  3.  Oats.     4.  Lay  out  forgrafs. 

The  poor  people  have  moft  of  them  land  with 
their  cabbins,  from  four  to  fix  acres,  which  they  fow 
with  potatoes  and  wheat.  Not  many  of  them  keep 
cows,  but  a  few  forry  fheep  for  milk  ;  they  generally 
have  milk,,  either  of  their  own,  or  bought,  in  fum- 
mer,  and  in  winter  they  have  herrings;  but  live, 
upon  the  whole,  worfe  than  in  many  other  parts  of 
the  kingdom.  The  price  of  labour  6d.  a  day,  in. 
harveft  8d.  Rent  of  a  cabbin  20s.  Many  dairies 
here,  which  are  generally  let  at  four  pounds  a  cow, 
fome  four  guineas,  and  near  Corke,  five  pounds. 

Thb  manures  are  lime,  at  is.  4d.  a  barrel  roach  ; 
if  burned  by  themfelves,  8d.  to  lod.  lay  30  to  50 
barrels  per  acre.  Sea  fand  is  ufed,  60  to  80  bags, 
each  five  pecks,*  to  the  acre.  Corke  dung  cofts  6d. 
to  IS.  a  car  load  ;  it  is  all  bought  up  very  carefully  ; 
lol.  a  year  is  paid  for  the  cleaning  of  one  ftreet  -,  this 
argues  a  very  fpirited  hufbandry* 

Rode  to  the  mouth  of  Corke  harbour ;  the  grounds 
about  it  are  all  fine,  bold,  and  varied,  but  fo  bare  of 
trees,  that  there  is  not  a  fingle  view  but  what  pains 

one 
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one  in  the  want  of  W6od«  Rents  of  tlie  trzSt^  fotith 
of  the  rirer  Caragpline,  from  55^  to  jos.  Average  ic>s» 
Not  one  man  in  five  has  a  cow,  but  generally  front 
one  to  four  acres,  upon  which  they  have  potatoes^ 
and  five  or  fix  (hecp,  which  they  milk,  and  fpin 
thcit  wool.  Labour  5d*  in  wihter,  ^d;  in  fttmmer  i 
many  of  them  for  three  months  in  the  yeaf  Ihre  on 
potatoes  and  water,  the  reft  of  it  they  have  a  good 
dealof  fi(h%  But  it  is  remarked,  at  Kinfale,  (hat 
when  fprats  are  moft  plentiful,  difeafes  are  moft 
common.  .  Rent  for. a  mere  cabbih,  los.  Much 
paring  and  burning ;  paring  28  men  a  day,  (ovt 
wheat  on  it,  and  then  potatoes;  get  great  crops* 
The  foil  a  fharp  ftoney  land  J  no  lime-ftone  fonth  of 
the  above  riven  Manure  for  potatoes,  with  fea 
weed,  for  26s*  which  gives  good  crops,  but  lafts  only 
one  year^  Sea  fand  much  ufed  ;  but  ho  fliells  in  it». 
Farms  rife  to  two  or  three  hundred  acres,  but  are 
hired  in  partnerfliipk 

BfiFokfe  I  quit  the  environs  of  Gork^i  I  mtift  re-» 
mark,  that  the  country  On  the  harbour,  I  think  pre* 
fcrable,  in  many  refpefts  for  a  refidence,  to  any  thing 
I  havfe  feen  in  Ireland*  f^r/fj  it  is  the  moft  fouthef ly 
part  of  the  kingdom.  Second^  diere  are  very  great 
beauties  of  profped.  Thirty  by  much  the  moft  ani- 
mated, bufy  fcene  of  (hipping  in  2AI  Irdand,  and 
confequently.  Fourth^  a  ready  price  for  every  pro- 
duft.  Fiflffy  great  plenty  of  excellent  fifli  and  vrilJ 
fowl.  Sixth  J  the  neighbourhood  of  a  great  city  £ot 
objects  of  convenience* 

Sei»tembeii  24th,  took  my  leave  of  Mn  Oliver; 
I  purpofsd  going  from  hence  to  Bandon,  in  the  way 

to 
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id  Garbury,  and  fo  to  Killarneyt  by  Bantry  and  Nc-^ 
deen^  and  with  this  view  bad  got  letters  of  recom^ 
mendation  to  fcveral  gentlemen   in  that  country ; 
but  beaxittg  that  the  Pricfts  Leap  between  Bantry 
and   Nfideen  was   utterly  impafiable,  the  road   not 
being  finiihed,  which  is  making  by  fubfcription  9   I 
changed  my  route,  and  took  the  Macroom  road. 
Dined  with  Col«  Ayres,  who  informed  me  that  the 
agriculture  of  that  neighbourhood  was  very  indif- 
ferent, and   little   worth   noting,  except  the  ufe  of - 
lime  zs  a  manui^,  which  i»  pfadifed  with  great  fuc- 
cefs«     From  his  houfe  I  took  the  Nedeen  road.  ^ 

.  Pas«ei>  Brockbam,  the  place  where  Cornelius 
Towndiend,  Efq;  eight  years  ago  fixed  two  Suflex 
fanners,  to  improve  a  ftoney  mountain.  I  faw  the 
land,  and  ibme  t^  the  buildings,  and  having  heard 
ieveral  accounts  of  the  tranfa&ion  from  friends  to 
the  farmers,  which  accounts  had  been  received  from 
them,  I  wiihed  to  have  Mr.  Town&end's;  anH 
with  that  view  called  at  his  houfe,  but  unfortunately 
lie  was  not  at  home ;  as  I  mifled  him,  I  (hall  only 
mention  the  affair  in  the  ligkt  it  appeared  to  me 
from  the  particulars  I  received  from  different  hands- 

Mr.  Town&hend  wifliing  to  improve  his  eftate, 
-u  confiderabk  part  of  which  confifted  of  mountain^ 
i)ut  furprii^ingly  full  of  rocks  and  ftones  $  he  en-' 
gaged  two-  Suflex  farmers,  (Meffrs.  Crampe  and 
Johnfon)  to  come  over  to  Ireland,  to  view  the  lands 
in  queftion  :  they  both  came,  examined  the  land, 
and  hired  a  traft  for  fome  time  at  no  rent,  or  a  very 
im^ll  one,  and  after  that  at  a  rent  named  and  agreed 
4o.     The  men  returned,  fettled  their  affairs  in  Eng-- 

land. 
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land,  bought  very  fine  horfes,  and  embarking  atl 
their  ftock,  implements^  &c;  came  over,  under  cir- 
cumftances  of  great^  but  ufelefs  expence;  When 
they  got  to  the  land,  houfes  aiid  offices  were  built  for 
them j  in  a  moib  complete  ftile,  and  among  others,  a 
barn  lOO  feet  lorigj  and  37  broad;  an  exceedingly 
ill-judged  expence,  the  refult  of  bringing  merely 
Englifh  (perhaps  miftaken  ideas)  info  the  climate  of 
Ireland* 

These  buildings  being  executing  at  the  landlord^* 
expence,  but  the  tenants  drawing  the  materials,  they 
began  the  improvement  j  and  found  the  land  fo  ex- 
ceffively  ftoney^  that  the  expence  of  clearing  was  too 
great  to  be  within  a  poffibility  of  anfwering*  One 
.field  of  eight  acres  coft  lool.  in  clearing  ;  walls  were 
built  10  feet  thick,  with  ftones  that  arofe  in  clearing 
the  landi  The  undertaking  went  on  for  four  years^ 
but  was  then  concluded  in  the  way  one. might  have 
cxpeded.  The  men  were  ruined^  and  Mr.  Townf- 
hend  fuffered  confiderably  by  the  expences  of  the 
undertaking,  rifing  infinitely  beyond  what  he  bad 
ever  thought  they  coi^ld  amount  to^ 

Had  Mr.  Townfliend  met  with  farmers  of  fuffici-^ 
ent  knowledge  in  their  profeilion,  they  Would  not 
probably  have  fixed  on  this  fpot  at  all ;  certainly 
when  they  found  to  what  excefs  it  abounded  with 
ftones,  they  would  have  perfuaded  him  either  to  give 
them  other  land,'  or  have  hired  a  more  favourable 
foil  of  fome  other  landlord :  at  all  events  to  perfift  in 
improving  a  fpot,  the  improvement  of  which  could 
never  be  repaid,  whether  it  was  upon  their  own,  or 
their  landlord's  account,  was  equally  inexcufable  in 

point 
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fjoiiit  bf  prudence,  arid  the  Aire  .way  to  bring  dif- 
credit  on  the  undertaking,  and  ridicule  on  what 
falfeljr  acquired  the  name  of  Bngtijh  hujbandry. 
Planting  is  the  only  proper  improvement  for  land 
abounding  to  fuch  excef&  with  rocksi 

From  hence  I  reached  Sir  John  Coulthurft'sj  at 
Knightfbridgej  who  has  a  vfery  extenfive  cftate  here^ 
7000  acres  of  which  are  ittountain  and  bog.  I  was 
unfortunate  ih  not  having  feen  Sir  John's  feat,  ne«^r 
Corke,  for  there  he  is  at  work  upon  looo  acres  of 
mountain*,  and  making  very  great  improvements,  in 
which,  among  other  circumftances,  he  works  his 
bullocks  by  the  horns. 

SiPtfiMBfeR  '25th,  tbok  the  road  to  Nedeeri, 
throiigh  the  wildeft  region  of  mountains  that  I  re- 
member to  have  feen  ;  it  is  a  dreary,  but  an  irttereft- 
ing  road.  The  various  horrid,  grotefque  and  un- 
tifual  forms,  in  which  the  mountains  rife,  arid  the 
focks  biilgfe ;  the  immehfe  height  of  fome  diftant 
heads,  which  rear  abovfe  all  the  nearer  fcehes,  thtf 
torrents  roaring  in  the  vales,  and  breaking  down  the 
mountain  fides,  with  here  and  there  a  Wretched  cab- 
bin,  and  a  fpot  of  .culture  yielding  furprize  to  find 
human  beings  the  inhabitants  of  fuch  a  fcehe  of  wild- 
nefs,  altogether  keep  the  traveller's  mind  in  an  agi**, 
tation  and  fufpence.  Thefe  rocks  and  mountains 
afe  many  of  them  no  dtherwife  improvable  than  by 
planting,  for  which,  however,  they  are  exceedingly 
well  adapted. 

Silt  John  was  fcJ  obliging  as  to  fend  hdf  a  dozen 
hbourers  with  nie,  to  help  my  chaife  up  a  mountain 
fide,  of  which  he  gave  a  formidable  account :  in 
•  Vol,  I,  F  f  truth 
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truth  it  deferved  it.  The  road  leads  direAljT  agaii^kft^ 
a  mountain  ridge^  and  thofe  who  made  it  were  fo  in- 
credibly ftupid^  that  they  kept  the  ftrait  line  up  the 
hUl,  inftead  of  turning  afide  to  the  right,  to  wind 
around  a  projedlion  of  it.  The  path  of  the  road  is 
worn  by  torrents  into  a  channel^  which  is  blocked  up* 
m  places  by  huge  fragments,  fo  that  it  would.be  z 
horrid  road  on  a  level ;  but  on  a  bill  fo  fleep,  that  the 
beft  path  would  be  difficult  to  afcend,  it  may  be  fup-^ 
pofed  terrible :  the  labourers,:  two  paffing  ftrangeps^^ 
and  my  fervant,  could  with  difficulty  get  the  ch<iife 
up.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  dire£lion  of 
the  road  is  not  changed,  as  all  the  reft  from  Corke  to- 
Nedeen  is  good  enough.  For  a  few  miles  towards 
the  latter  place  the  country  is  flat  on  the  river  Ken- 
iiiare,  much  of  it  good,  and  under  grafs  or  corn** 
Pafled  Mr.  Orpine's  at  Ardtilly,  and  another  of  the 
fame  name  at  Killowen. 

Nedeen  is  a  little  town,  very  well  fituated  on  the 
noble  river  Kenmare,  where  fhips  of  150  tons  may 
Come  up  'y  there  are  but  three  or  four  good  houfes* 
Lord  Shelburne,  to  whom  the  place  belongs,  has 
built  one  for  his  agent*  There  is  a  vale  of  good 
land,  which  is  here  from  a  mile  and  a  half  to  a  mile 
t^road  ;  and  to  the  north  and  foiith,  great  xidges  of 
mountains  faid  to  be  full  of  mines. 

.  At  Nedeen,  Lord  Shelburne  had  takencare  to  have 
me  well  informed  by  his  people  in  that  country, 
which  belongs  for  the  greateft  part  to  himfelf,  he  has 
above  150,000  Irifh  acres  in  Kerry  j  the  greateft  part 
<^f  the  barony  of  Glanrought  belongs  to  him,  moft  of 
Dunkerron  and  Ivragh.  The  country  is  all  a  regions 
of  mountains,  inclofed  by  a  vale  of  flat  land  on  the 
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fiver ;  the  mountains  to  tie  ibuth  com^  to  rfie  Water!s 
edge,  with  but  few  variatiohsi  the  principal  of  which 
Is  Ardee,  a  farm  of  Lord  Shelburne's  :  to  the  north 
bf  the  river^  the  flat  land  is  one-^half  to  three  quarters 
of  a  mile  broad.  The  mountains  to  the  fouth  reach 
to  Bear-haven,  and  thofe  to  the  north  to  Ditiglebay ; 
the  foil  is  extremely  various  ;  to  the  fouth  of  the  ri- 
ver all  are  fand  ftdnes,  and  the  hills  loam,  (tone,  gra- 
vel, and  bog.  To  the  north  there  is  a  flip  of  lime^ 
Aone  land^  from  Kilgarvoii  to  Cabbina-cufli,  that  is 
fix  miles  eafl^  of  Nedeen,  and  three  to  the  welt,  but  is 
not  mote  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  broad,  the  reft,  in-» 
eluding  the  mountains,  all  fand  ftone.  As  to  its  rents^ 
it  is  Very  diflicult  to  tell  what  they  are ;  for  land  is 
let  by  the  plough  land  and  gineve,  I2gineves  to  the 
{)lough  land ;  but  the  latter  denomination  is  not'of 
any  pai'ticulai'  quantity :  for  no  2  plough  lands  are 
the  fame;  The  fize  of  farms  ii  various,  from  40  acres 
to  iboo,  lefs  quantities  go  with  cabbins,  and  fome 
farms  are  taken  by  labourers  in  partnerfliip.  Their' 
tillage  Gonfifts  of  potatoes  meafured  by  the  peck  of 
84  lb.  manure  for  them  with  fea  weed^  three  boat  loads 
to  an  acre,  each  at  i6s;  3d.  the  poor  people  ufe  no^ 
thing  elfe  :  but  thofe  who  can  afford  it,  lay  dung 
with  it.  Thefe  potatoes  ai-e  the  firft  crop.  Thirty 
jpecks  plant  ah  acre,  and  it  takes  from  twenty  to 
thirty  men  to  fet  an  acre  in  a  day. 

I.  Potatoes;  2*  Potatoes*  31  Oats  or  barley,  good 
crops.  4.  Lay  it  out  for  what  comes^  and  in  the  firft 
ifeafon  the.fineft  graflfes  appear. 

Some  wheat  is  Town,  but  not  generally  by  the  poor 
people.  Oats  are  the  common  crop.  This  is  the 
fliort  hiftory  of  t"heir  arable  management.     There  arc 
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fome  dairies^  from  12  to  24  cows  in  each,  and  are  let 
at  50s.  or  one  cwt.  of  butter,  and  12s.  horn  moneys 
the  dairymen's  privilege  is  two  collops  to  20  cows,  a. 
cabbin,  and  three  acres  of  land.  The  butter  is  all 
carried  to  Corke  on  horfes  backs.  Three  years  ago 
40s.  a  cow  was  the  higheft.  The  common  ftock  of 
the  mountains  are  young  cattle,  bred  by  the  poor 
people  5  but  the  large  farmers  go  generally  to  Lime- 
rick for  yearlings,  turn  them  on  the  mountains^  where 
they  are  kept  till  three  years  old,  when  they  fell  them 
at  Nedeen  or  Killarney,  engaging  them  to  be  with 
calf.  Buy  at  40s.  this  year,  but  ufed  to  be  from 
20s.  to  30s.  formerly  fold  at  5CS.  now  at  31.  The 
poor  people's  heifers  fell  at  three  years  old,  at  30s. 
their  breed  is  the  little  mountain,  or  Kerry  cow, 
which  upon  good  land  gives  a  great  deal  of  milk.  I 
have  remarked,  as  I  travelled  through  the  country, 
much  of  the  Alderney  breed  in  fome  of  them.  The 
winter  food,  which  the  farmers  provide,  is  to  keep 
bottom  lands  through  the  fummer,  which  they  call 
a  nurfery,  to  which  they  bring  their  cattle  down 
from  the  mountains  when  the  weather  becomes  fevere. 
There  are  great  numbers  of  fwine,  and  many  reared 
on  the  mountains  by  the  Tormentil  root,  (tormentilla 
ereSia)  which  abounds  there,  and  from  which. they 
will  come  down  good  pork.  There  are  few  iheep 
kept,  not  fufHcient  to  cloath  the  poor  people,  who, 
however,  work  up  what  there  is  into  frize.  Lambs 
fell  from  2S.  2d.  to  3s.  at  four  months  old.  Three 
year  old  wethers,  fat,  from  5s.  to  8s.  weight. about 
9  lb.  a  quarter,  and  a]:e  admirable  mutton.  A  ewe's 
fleece,  one  pound  and  a  half  to  two  pound  and  a  half. 
A  lamb's,  one  pound.  A  three  year  old  wether,  two 
pound  and  a  half.  They  have  fome  cows,  which 
are  fattened  in  the  vales;    and  alfo  fome  on  the 
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mountains,  weighing  1  cwtt  and  two  and  a  quarter. 
Many  goats  are  kept  on  the  mountains,  efpecially  by 
the  poor  people,  to  whom  they  are  a  very  great  fup- 
port;  for  upon  the  mountains  the  milk  of  a  goat  is 
equal  to  that  of  a  cow  j  and  fome  of  the  kids  arc 
killed  for  meat. 

Upon  afking  whether  they  ploughed  with  horfes 
or  oxen,  I  was  told  there  was  not  a  pl6ugh  in  the 
whole  parilh  of  Tooavifta,  which  is  12  miles  long 
by  7  broad*  All  the  tillage  is  by  the  Irifli  loy  ;  ten 
jnen  dig  an  acre  z  day  that  has  been  ftirred  before.  It 
will  take  forty  men  to  put  in  an  acre  of  potatoes  in  a 
day.  Rents  have  fallen  greatly  in  moft  parts  of 
Kerry.  Tythes  in  1770  and  in  177 1  were  taken  in 
kind,  owing  to  their  having  been  puflied  up  to  too 
great  a  height;  fince  1771  they  have  been  lowered  ; 
the  proftor  every  year  values  the  tythe  of  the  whole 
farm.  Leafes  are,  fome  for  ever,  others  31  years, 
and  fome  21.  The  rent  of  a  cabbin,  without  land, 
6s.  with  an  acre  of  land,  il.  2s.  gd.  The  grafs  for 
^  cow  is  40s.  on  the  mountains  from  is.  6d.  to  2S.  6d. 
a  quarter.  They  have  generally  about  five  acres. 
They  all  keep  a  cow  or  two.  All  on  the  mountains 
have  goats.  Swine  alfo  are  univerfal  among  them, 
'l^he  labour  of  the  farms  Is  generally  carried  on  by 
cottars,  to  whom  the  farmer  afligns  a  cabbin,  and  a 
garden,  and  the  running  of  two  coll  ops  on  the 
mountain,  for  which  he  pays  a  rent  5  he  is  bound  to 
work  with  his  mafter  for  3d.  a  day  and  two  meals. 
Their  food  in  fummer  potatoes  and  milk  5  but  in 
fpring  they  have  only  potatoes  and  water.  Some- 
times they  have  herrings  and  fpratSi  They  never 
cat  falmon.  The  religion  is  in  general  Roman  Ca- 
tholic?, 
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Lime,  is.  a  barrel,  but  may  be  burnt  for  8d» 
Fuel,  all  turf,  13d.  a  flane,  each  flane  four  feet  long^ 
by  two  feet  broad.  Price  of  building  a  cabbin,  witU 
ilone  and  flate  in  lime  piortar,  2ol. 

There  has  been  j^  confiderable  fifliery  upon  the 
coaft  of  Kerry,  particularly  in  the  Kenmare,  at  Bal- 
lenfkillings  in  Iveragh,  in  the  river  Valentia,  in 
Bear-haven,  in  Caftlemain-bay,  in  Dingle-bay,  &€•» 
Laft  year,  that  in  the  Kenmare  river  was  the  moft 
confiderable:  it  employed  twelve  boats.  This  year 
none  at  all  -,  the  chief  in  Ballenikirrings  and  the  river 
Valentia.  None  in  Kenmare  for  feveral  years  be-. 
fore  :  but  great  abundance  of  fprats  for  three  years,v 
Salmon  is  conftant ;  they  export  about  five  tons, 
ialted.  The  herrings  chiefly  tor  home  confumption, 
falted  and  frefh.  The  herring  boats  are  of  two  tons^. 
14  foot  keel,  coft  building  3!*  3s.  five  men  go  in  each  ; 
they  are  built  here  of  bog  deal.  A  ftring  of  three 
nets  cofts  3I.  the  poor  go  ihares  in  the  fifhery ;  build 
or  hire  the  boat,  and  join  for  the  nets,  which  are 
made  of  hemp  bought  at  Corke,  and  fpun  and'  made 
herp  ;  they  tan  thein  with  bark.  There  are  many  more 
men  would  go  out  if  they  had  boats,  but  it  is  a  very 
uncertain  fifhery.  Many  perfons  have  put  themfelves 
to  confiderable  expence  about  it,  but  without  fuccefs, 
except  thirty-three  years  ago,  when  the  pilchards 
came  in,  and  have  never  been  here  fihce, 

KiLLARNEY  is  the  principal  market  for  wheats 
which  is  twelve  miles  diflant.  A  flbop  conftantly 
employed  upon  the  river  Kenmare,  in  bringing  fait, 
and  carrying  lime-ftone,  or  whatever  was  wanted, 
l^ould  be  a  great  improvement. 
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Lord  Shelburke  has  a  plan  for  improving  Ne- 
^een,  to  which  he  has  given  the  pame  of  Kenmare^ 
jfrom  his  friend  the  nobleman,  with  that  title,  which^ 
when  executed,  muft  be  of  confiderable  importance* 
It  is  to  build  ten  cabbies,  and  annex  ten  acres  to 
each  cabbin,  rent  free  for  twenty-one  years  ;  alfo  to 
form  twenty  acred  allotments  for  the  parks  to  the 
town  of  ISfedeen,  with  defign  to  encourage  fettlements 
in  it,  for  which  330  acres  are  kept  in  hand.  The 
Situation  is  advantageous,  and  fhips  of  150  tons  can 
come  up  to  it,  with  a  very  good  landing-place.  He 
has  alfo  fixed  fome  Englifh  farmers  here. 

Relative  to  the  improvement  of  the  wild  regions 
within  fight  of  the  houfe  I  ^as  ip^  I  afked,  Suppofe 
Jhe  acres  of  thofe  mountains  to  be  cleared  of  Jiones^  a 
Jtone  cabbin  built y  at  yl.  expence,  and  a  wall  raifed 
round  the  whole,  and  to  be  let  at  a  r^jafonable  renty  would 
a  tenant  be  found  ?  ''  That  moment  J**  Suppofe  fix  of 
themy  or  twelve  ?  '?  You  would  have  tenants  for  ally  if 
there  were  an  hundred^^* 

In  the  parifh  of  Tooavifta,  they  liave  a  way  of 
taking  land  by  the  ounccy  in  the  arable  part,  which 
joins  the  fea.  An  ounce  is  the  fixteenth  of  a  gineve, 
^nd  is  fu$cient  for  a  potatoe  garden^  and  they  pay  a 
guinea  for  it. 

The  climate  i|i  thefe  parts  of  Kerry  is  fo  mild, 
that  potatoes  are  left  by  the  poor  peopU^  in  the  ground 
the  v^hole  winter  through ;  but  laft  winter  almo^ 
pined  them,  their  crop  being  deftroyed, 

September  26th,  left  Nedeen,  and  rifing  the 
mountainous  region,  towards  Killarney,  came  to  a 
tra£t  of  mountain-bog,  one  of  the  moft  improveable  I 

F  f  4.  have 


440       K.l    h    h.   A    R,   N    E    Y. 

have  any  where  feen.  It  hangs  to  the  fouth,  and 
might  be  drained  with  the  utmoft  eafe.  It  yieUs  a 
coarfe  grafs,  and  has  nothing  in  it  to  ftop  a  plough. 
Lord  Shelburne's  agent,  Mr,  Wray,  told  me,  that 
there  are  vaft  tra^s  of  fuch  in  the  barony  of  Iveragb* 
There  is  common  gravel  on  the  fpot,^  and  lim^*j%oi\e 
jn  plenty,  within  hs^If  a  mile  of  Nedeen, 

I    SOON    entered    the   wildeft  and  mofl:  romantiq 

■ 

country  I  h^d  any  where  feen  \  a  region  of  fteep  rocks 
and  mountains,  which  continued  for  i\ine  or  ten  miles, 
till  I  came  in  view  of  Mucrufs,    There  is  fomething 
magnificently  wild  in  this  ftupcndous  fcenery,  form- 
ed to  imprefs  the  mind  with  a  fpecies  of  terror.     All 
this  traft  has  a  rude  and  favage  air,  but  parts  pf  it. 
are  ftrikipgly  interefli^g  j    the  mountains  are  bare 
and  rocky,  and  of  a  great  magnitude ;  the  v^les  ^e 
rocky  glens,  wjiere  a  mountainrftream  tumbles  a]oi;ig 
the  rougheft  bed  imaginable,  and  receives  mai;iy  tor- 
rents, pouring  from  clefts,  half  overhung  with  flirub- 
by  wood ;  fome  of  thefe  ftreams  are  feep,  and  th^ 
roar  of  others  heard,  but  hid  by  vaft  maiTes  of  rock. 
Immenfe   fragments, .  torn  from  the  precipices,  by 
ftorms  and  torrents,  arc  tumbled  about  in  the  wildeft 
confufion,   and  feemed  to  hang  rather  than  reft  upon 
projecting  precipices.    Upon  fprneof  thefe  fragments 
of  rock,  perfeSiy  detached  from  the  foil,  except  by 
the  fide  on  which  they  lie,  are  beds  of  black  turf, 
with  luxuriant  crops  of  heath,   &g.  which  appeared 
very  curious  to  me,  having  np  where  feen  the  like  ; 
and  I  obferved  very  high  in  the  mountains,  much 
higher  than  any  cultivation  is  at  prefent,  on  the  right 
hand,  flat  and  cleared,  fpaces  of  good  grafs  among  the 
ridges  of  rock,  which  had  probably  been  cultivated, 
and  proved  that  thefe  mountains  were  not  incapable 
from  climate  of  being  applied  to  ufeful  purpofes. 

Froa^ 
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From  one  of  thefe  heights,  I  looked  forward  to  the 
lajke  of  Killarney  at  ^  confiderable  diftance,  and 
backward  to  the  river  Keijmare  j  came  in  view  pf  a 
fmall  part  of  the  upper  Jake,  fpotted  with  feveral 
iflands,  and  furrounded  by  the  moft  tremendous 
mountains  that  can  be  imagined,  of  an  afpeA  favage 
and  dreadful.  From  this  fgene  of  wild  magnificence,' 
I  broke  at  once  upon  all  the  glories  of  Killarney  j 
from  an  elevated  point  of  view  I  looked  down  o|i  2, 
confiderable  part  of  the  lake,  which  gavie  me  a  fpeci- 
nien  of  what  I  might  expeft.  The  water  you  com- 
ijiand  (which,  however,  is  only  a  p^rt  of  the  lake) 
appears  a  bafop  of  two  or  three  miles  round  ;  to  the 
left  it  is  inclofed  by  the  mountains  you  have  pafTed 
particularly  by  the  Turk,  whofe  outlij[ie  is  uncom- 
monly hobie,  and  joins  a  range  of  others,  that  form 
the  moft  magnificent  ftore  in  the  world  :  on  the 
other  fide  is  a  rifing  fcenery  of  cultivated  hills,  and 
Lord  Kenmare's  park  and  woods ;  the  end  of  the  lake 
at  your  feet  is  formed  by  the  root  of  Mangerton,  on 
whofe  fide  the  road  leads.  From  hence  I  looked 
down  on  a  pretty  range  of  inclofures  joining  the  lake, 
and  the  woods  and  lawns  of  Mucrufs,  forming  a  large 
promontory  of  thick  wood,  fliooting  far  into  the  lake. 
The  moft  aftive  fancy  can  fketch  nothing  in  addi- 
tion. Iflands  of  wood  beyond  feem  to  join  it,  and 
reaches  of  the  lake,  breaking  partly  between,  givq 
the  moft  lively  intermixture  of  water  :  fix  or  fevcn 
ifles  and  iflets  form  an  accompanyment,  fome  are 
rocky,  but  with  a  flight  vegetation,  others  contain 
groups  of  trees,  and  the  whole  thrown  into  forms, 
which  would  furnifh  new  ideas  to  a  painter.  Fur- 
ther is  a  chain  of  wooded  iflands,  which  alfo  appear 
to  join  the  main  land,  with  an  offspring  of  leflTer  ones 
(pattered  around. 

Arrived 
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Arrived  at  Mr.  Herbert's  at  Mucnifs,  to  whofc 
friendly  attention  I  owed  my  fucceeding  pleafure. 
There  have  been  fp  many  defcrrptions  of  Killarney 
written  by  gentlemen  who  have  refided-  fome  time 
there,  and  feen  it  at  every  feafon,  that  for  a  paffing 
traveller  to  attempt  the  like,  would  be  in  vain ;  for 
this  reafon  I  fliall  give  the  mere  journal  of  the  re- 
marks I  made  on  the  Tpot,  in  the  order  I  viewed  the 
lake. 

September  27th,  walked  into  Mr.  HcAert's  beau- 
tiful grounds,  to  Oroch's  hill,  in  the  lawn  he  ha^ 
cleared  from  that  profufion  of  ftones  which  lie  under 
the  wall ;  the  fcene  which  this  point  commands  is 
delicious ;  the  houfe  is  on  the  edge  of  the  lawn,  by  a 
wood  which  covers  the  whole  peninfukj^  fringes  the 
flope  at  your  feet,  and  forms  a  beautiful  fliore  to  the* 
lake.  Tomis  and  Glena  are  a  vaft  mountainous  mafs 
of  incredible  magnificence,  the  outline  foft  and  eafy 
in  its  fwcll^,  whereas  thofe  above  the  Eagle's  Neft  are 
of  fo  broken  and  abrupt  an  outline,  that  nothing  can 
be  imagined  more  favage,  an  afpe<3:  horrid  and  fub- 
lime,  that  gives  all  the  impreflions  to  be  wiflied  to 
aftoAifli,  rather  >  than  pleafe  the  mind.  The  Turk 
exhibits  noble  features,  and  Mangerton's  huge  body 
rifes  above  the  whole.  The  cultivated  traSs  towards 
Killarney,  form  a  fhore  in  contraft  to  the  terrific 
fcenes  I  have  juft  mentioned ;  the  diftant  boundary  of 
the  lake,  a  vaft  ridge  of  diftant  blue  mountains  to- 
wards Dingle.  From  hence  entered  the  garden,  and 
viewed  Mucrufs  abbey,  one  of  the  moft  interefting 
fcenes  I  ever  fawj  it  is  the  ruin  of  a  confiderable 
abbey,  built  in  Henry  the  Vlth's  time,  and  fo  entire, 
that  if  it  were  more  fo,  though  the  building  would  bei 
more  perfect,  the  ruin  would  be  lefs  pleafingi  it  is 

half 
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half  oJ)fcured  in  the  &ade  of  fome  venerable  alh 
trees;  ivy  has  given  the  piAurefque  circumftance, 
which  that  plant  alone  can  confer,  while  the  broken 
walls  and  ^-uincd  turrets  throw  over  it 

The  lafi  mournful  graces  of  decay. 

Heaps  of  fbuUs  and  bones  fcattered  about,  with  net« 
tiesy'  briars  and.  weeds  fprouting  in  tufts  from  the 
loofe  ftones,  all  unite  to  raife  thofc  melancholy  im- 
^refions,  which  are  the  merit  of  fuch  fcenes,  and 
Which  can  fcarcely  any  where  be  felt  more  com* 
pletely.  The  cloifters.  form  a  difmal  area,  in  the 
center  of  which  grows  the  moft  prpdgious  yew  tree  I 
ever  behelc))  in  one  great  ftem,  two  feet  diameter, 
and  fourteen  high,  from  whence  a  vaft  head  of 
branches  fpreads  on  every  fide,  fo  as  to  form  a  per-* 
fe£fc  canopy  to  the  whole  fpace;  I  looked  fc^  its  fit 
^habitant— "it  is  a  fpot  where 

The  moping  owl  doth  to  the  moon  complain^ 

This  ruin  is  in  the  true  ftile  in  which  all  fuch  build- 
ings ihould  appear  J  there  is  not  an  intruding  cir- 
cumftance-^ the.  hand  of  drefs  has  not  touched  it«-« 
melancholy  is  the  impreffion  which  fuch  fcenes  ihould 
kindle,  and  it  is  here  raifed  moft  powerfully. 

From  the  abbey  we  paiTed  to  the  terrafs,  a  natural 
one  of  grafe,  on  the  very  fhore  of  the  lake ;  it  is  if-# 
regular  and  winding;  a  wall  of  rocks  broken  into 
iantaftic  forms  by  the  waves:  on  the  other  fide,  a 
wood,  confifting  of  all  forts  of  plants,  which  the 
climate  can  prote£):,  and  through  which  a  variety  of 
walks  are  traced.     The  view  from  this  terrafs  confifls 
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of  many  parts  of  various  chafaftel-s,  but  in  their 
different  ftiles  complete ;  the  lake  opens  a  fpreading 
Iheet  of  water, .  fpotted  by  rocks  and  iflands,  all  but 
one  or  two  wooded,  the  outlines  of  them  are  fharp 
and  diftin£l ;  nothing  can  be  more  fmiling  than  this 
fcene,  foft  and  mild,  a  perfed  contraft  of  beauty  to 
the  fublimity  of  the  mountains  which  form  the  fhore : 
thefe  rife  in  an  outline  fo  varied,  and  at  the  fanie 
time  fo  magnificent,  that  nothing  greater  can  be  ima- 
gined ;  Tomys  and  Glena  exhibit  an  immendty  ia 
point  of  magnitude,  but  from  a  large  hanging  wood 
en  the  flope,  and  from  the  fmoothnefs  of  the  general 
furface,  it  has  nodiing  favage,  whereas  the  moun- 
tains above  and  near  the  Eagle's  Neft  are  of  the  moft 
broken  outlines ;  th^  declivities  are  bulging  rocks, 
of  immenfe  fize,  which  feem  to  impend  in  horrid 
forms  over  the  lake,  and  where  an  opening  anfiong 
them  is  caught,  others  of  the  fame  rude  charaftcr, 
rear  their  threatening  heads.  From  difFerept  parts 
of  the  terrafs  thefc  fccnes  are  viewed  in  numberlefs 
varieties* 

'Returned  to  breakfaft,  and  purfucd  Mr.  Her- 
bert's new  road,  which  he  has  traced  through  thfe 
peninfula  to  Dynis  ifland,  three  miles  in  length ;  it 
IS  carried  in  fo  judicious  a  manner  through  a  great 
variety  of  ground,  rocky  woods,  lawns,  &c.  that  no-- 
thing  can  be  more  pleafing ;  it  pafles  through  a  re- 
markable fcene  of  rocks,  which  are*  covered  with 
woods  'y  from  thence  to  the  marble  quarry,  Ivhich 
Mr.  Herbert  is  working  ;  and  where  he  gains  variety 
of  marbles,  green,  red,  white,  and  brown,  prettily 
veined ;  the  quarry  is  a  Ihore  of  rocks,  which  furv 
rounds  a  bay  of  the  lake,  and  forms  a  fcene,  confift'* 
ing  pf  but  few  parts,  but  thofe  ftrongly  marked  ^  th^ 
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rocks  ar6  bold,  and  broken  into  flight  caverns  j  they 
are  fringed  with  fcattered  trees,  and  from  many  parts 
of  them  wood  (hoots  in  that  romantic  manner,  fo 
common  at  Killarney.  Full  in  front  Turk  moun- 
tain rifes  with  the  proudeft  outline,  in  that  abrupt 
magnificence  which  fills  up  the  whole  fpace,  and 
dofes  the  fcene. 

The  road  leads  by  a  place  where  copper-mines 
were  worked ;  many  ihafts  appear  j  as  much  ore  was 
raifed  as  fold  for  twenty-five  thoufand  pounds,  but 
the  works  were  laid  afide,  more  from  ignorance  in 
the  workmen,  than  any  defeAs  in  the  mine. 

Came  to  an  opening  on  the  Great  Lake,  which 
appears  to  advantage  here,  the  town  of  Killarney  on 
the  north-eaft  fhore.  Look  full  on  the  mountain 
Glena,  which  rifes  in  a  very  bold  manner,  the  hang- 
ing woods  fpreaui  half  way,  and  are  of  great  extent, 
and  uncommonly  beautiful.  Two  very  pleafing  fccnes 
fucceed,  that  to  the  left  is  a  fmall  bay,  hemmed  in 
by  a  neck  of  land  in  front;  the  immediate  ihore 
rocks,  which  are  in  a  pifturefque  ftile,  and  crowned 
entirely  with  arbutus,  and  other  wood ;  a  pretty  re- 
tired fcene,  where  a  variety  of  obje£ls  give  no  fatigue 
to  the  eye.  The  other  is  an  admirable  mixture  of 
the  beautiful  and  fublime :  a  bare  rock,  of  an  almoft 
regular  figure,  projefls  from  a  headland  into  the  lake, 
which  with  much  wood  and  high  land,  forms  one  fide 
of  the  fcene,  the  other  is  wood  from  a  rifing  ground 
only ;  the  lake  opens  between,  in  a  fheet  of  no  great 
extent,  but  in  front  is  the  hanging  wood  of  Glena, 
which  appears  in  full  glory. 
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Mr.  Herbert  has  built  a  handfome  gothic  bridge^ 
to  unite  the  peninfula  to  the  iflarid  of  Brickeen, 
through  the  arch  of  which  the  waters  of  the  north! 
and  fouth  lake  flow.  It  is  a  fpan  of  twenty-feveh 
feet,  and  feventeen  high,  and  over  it  the  road  leads 
to  that  ifland.  From  thence  to  Brickeen  nearly 
finifhed,  and  it  is  to  be  thrown  acrofs  a  bottom  into 
Dynifs. 

Returned  by  the  northern  path  through  a  thick 
wood  for  fome  diftance,  and  caught  a  very  agreeable 
view  of  Aih  Ifland,  feen  through  an  opening,  inclo- 
fed  on  both  fides  with  wood.  Puffued  the  way  froni 
thefe  grounds  to  Keelbeg,  and  viewed  the  bay  of  thci 
Devil's  lilatid,  which  is  a  beautiful  one,  inclofed  by 
a  Ihorei  to  the  right  of  very  noble  rocks,  in  various 
forms,  crowned  in  a  ftriking  manner  with  wood  ;  a 
little  rocky  iflet  in  front ;  to  the  left  the  water  opens^' 
and  Turk  mountain  rifes  with  that  proud  fuperiority 
which  attends  him  in  all  thefe  fcenes. 

The  view  of  the  promohtory  of  Dindog,  near  this 
place,  clofes  this  part  of  the  lake,  and  is  indeed  An- 
gularly beautiful.  It  is  a  large  roCk,  which  fhoots 
far  into  the  water^  of  a  height  fuificient  to  be  inter- 
efting,  in  full  relief,  edged  with  a  f^anty  vegetation  i 
the  ihore  on  which  you  ftand  bending  to  the  right, 
as  if  to  meet  that  rock,  prefents  a  circular  fhade  of 
dark  wood :  Turk  ftill  the  back  groUnd,^  in  a  charac- 
ter of  great  fublimity,  and  Mangerton's  loftier  fum** 
init,  but  lefs  interefting  outline,  a  part  of  the  fcene- 
ty.  Thefe  views,  with  others  of  lefs  moment,  are 
tonnefted  by  a  fucceffion  of  lawns  breaking  among 
the  wood,  pleafing  the  eye  with  lively  verdure,  and. 
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ielieving  it  from  the  fatigue  of  the  ftupenddtts  moun- 
tain fcenes« 

September  aStb,  tdok  boat  oii  the  lake,  from  the 
promontory  of  Dindog  before  mentioned.  I  had  been 
under  a  millioa  of  apprehensions  that  I  fhould  fee  n6 
more  of  Killarne^ ;  for  it  blew  a  furious  ftorm  all 
night,  and  in  the  morning  the  bofpm  of  the  lake 
heaved  with  agitation^  exhibiting  few  marks  but  thofei 
b£  anger.  After  breakfaA,  it  cleared  up,  the  cloud» 
difperfed  by  degrees,  the  waves  fobfided,  the  fua 
Ihone  out  in  all  its  fplehdor ;  every  fcene  was  gay^ 
iind  no  ideas  but  pleafure  pofiefTed  the  breaft.  With 
thefe  emotions  fallied  forth,  nor  did  they  difap^^^ 
point  us. 

Rowed  under  the  rocky  fhore  of  Dindog,  whicii 
is  romantic  to  a  great  degree.  The  bafe,  by  the  beat- 
ing of  the  waves,  is  worn  into  caverns,  fo  that  the 
heads  of  the  rocks  projeft  confiderably  beyond,  and 
hang  over  in  a  manner  Which  makes  every  part  of  it 
interefting.  Following  the  coaft,  open  marble  quarry 
bay,  the  fhore  great  fragments  of  rock  tumbled  abou|; 
in  the  wildeft  manner. 

The  ifland  of  rocks  againft  the  copper-mine*,  a  re- 
markable group;  The  fhore  near  Cafemilan  is  of  a 
different  nature ;  it  is  wood  in  fome  places,  in  un- 
broken maffes  down  to  the  water's  edge,  in  others 
divided  from  it  by  fmaller  tra£ls  of  rock.  Gome  to  a 
beautiful  land-locked  bay,  furrounded  by  a  woody 
ihore,  which  opening  in  places,  fhews  other  woods 
more  retired.  Tomys  is  here  viewed  in  a  unity  of 
fjormj  which  gives  it  an  air  of  great  magnificence. 
Turk  was  obfcured  by  the  fun  fhining  immediately 
.2  '  above 
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above  him,  and  cafting  a  ftream  of  burning  light  oil 
the  water,  difplayed  an  efFeft,  to  defer ibe  which  th# 
pencil  of  a  Claude  alone  would  be  equal.  Turn  out 
of  the  bay,  and  gain  a  full  VieW  of  the  Eagle's  Neft, 
the  mountains  above  it,  and  Glena,  they  form  a  per-^ 
feft  contraft,  the  firft  are  rugged,  but  Glen^  mild« 
Here  the  ihore  is  a  continued  wood* 

Pass  the  bridge,  and  crofs  to  Dynifs,  an  ifland 
Mr»  Herbert  has  improved  in  the  moft  agreeable  man-< 
ner,  by  cutting  walks  through  it,  that  command  a 
variety  of  views.  One  of  thefe  paths  on  the  bank^ 
of  the  channel  to  the  upper  lake^  is  flcetched  with 
great  tafte;  it  is  on  one  fide  walled  with  natural 
rocks,  from  the  clefts  of  which  ihoot  a  thoufand  fin^ 
arbutus's,  that  hang  in  a  rich  foliage  of  flowers  and 
fcarlet  berries ;  a  turf  bench  in  a  delicious  fpot ;  the 
fcenc  clofe  and  fequeftered,  juft  enough  to  give  every 
pleafing  idea  annexed  to  retirement. 

Passing  the  bridge,  by  ^  rapid  ftream,  carifie  pre?- 
fently  to  the  Eagle's  Neft :  having  viewed  this  rock^ 
from  places  where  it  appears  only  a  part  of  an  objeflt 
much  greater  than  itfelf,  I  had  conceived  an  idei 
that  it  did  not  deferve  the  applaufe  given  it,  buc  upon 
coming  near,  I  was  much  furprized ;  the  approach 
is  wonderfully  fine,  the  river  leads  direftly  to  its  foof, 
and  does  not  give  the  turn  till  immediately  under, 
by  which  means  the  view  is  much  more  grand  than  it 
could  otherwife  be ;  it  is  nearly  perpendicular,  and 
rifes  in  fuch  full  majefty,  with  fo  bold  an  outline, 
and  fuch  projedting  maffes  in  its  center,  that  the 
magnificence  of  the  objeft  is  complete.  The  lower 
part  is  covered  with  wood,  and  fcattered  trees  climb 
aloioft  to  the  top,  which  (if  trees  can  be  amifs  in 
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Ireland)  rather  weaken  the  imprei&oii  raifed  by  this 
^obleTOck;  this  part  is  a  hanging  wood,  or  an  ob-^ 
jeft  whofe  icharafter  is  perfeft  beauty  |  bUt  the  uppef 
fcene,  the  broken  outline,  rugged  fides)  and  bulging 
tnafies,  all  are  fublime^  and  fo  poi^erful,  thdt  fubli-^ 
mity  is  the  general  impteffion  of  the  wholej  by  over- 
powering the  idea  of  beauty  raifed  by  the  wood;  The 
immenfe  height  of  the  mountains  of  Killarney  may 
be  eftimated  by  this  rock,  from  any  diftant  place  that 
commands  it,  it  appears  the  loweft  crag  of  a  vaft 
ichain,  ami  of  no  account ;  but  )on  a  clofe  approach 
it  is  found  to  command  a  v^ry  different  refpe6i. 

«     <  '    '       .    •  »    .       ...  - 

,    Pass   bet\ycen   the  mouiltdins   Callfed   the   Great 

Range,  towards  the  u|)per  lake/    Here  Turk,  which 

has  fp  long  appeared,  with  a.  figure,  perfeftly  intereft-^ 

ing,  is  become^  from  ft  diffcreAt  pofition^  an.unmean- 

iiig  lump.     The  reft  of  th^  mountains,  as  you  pafs^ 

aflume  a  varied  appearance,  and  are  of  a  prodigious 

magnitude.     The  fcenery  in  this  channel  is  great 

and  wild  in  all  its  features;  wood  is  very  fcarce ; 

vaft  rocks  feem  toffed  in  confufion  through  the  nar*- 

tow  vale,  ifrhich  is  opened  a'mqng  the  mountains  for 

the  river  to  pafs.     Its  banks  are  roqks  in  an  hundred 

forms  I  the  mountain  fides  are  every  where  fcattered 

with  them*     There  is  not  a  circumftance  but  is  in 

unifon  with  the  wild  grandeur  of  the  fcenei 

CbLEMAN's  Eye,  a  narroW  pafe,  opens  ^  different 
feenery.  Came  to  a  region  in  which  the  beautiful 
and  the  great  are  mixed  without  offence.  The 
iflands  are  moftly  thickly  wooded  j  Oak  ifle  in  par- 
ticular rifes  on  a  pretty  bafe,  and  is  a  moft  beautiful 
objeft  :  Mac  Gilly  Cuddy's  reeks,  with  their  broken 
points ;  &aum,  with  his  perfe£l  cone ;  the  Purple 
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mountain,  with  bis  broad  and  inore  regular  hezAjl 
and  Turk,  having  aiTumed  a  new  and  more  ihtereftiiig 
%{peSt^  uiiite  with  the  opposite  hills,  part  of  which 
have  fome  wood  left  on  them^  to  form  a  fc^n^  un-f 
commonly  ftriking^  Here  you  look  back  on  a  Very 
peculiar,  fpot ;  it  is  a  parcel  of  rocks  which  crofs 
the  lake^  and  form  a  gap  that  opens  to  diftant  watery 
the  whole  backed  by  Turk^  in  a  ftile  of  tSe  higfaeft 
grandeur^ 

CoMb  to  Derry  CurriLy,  which  ifi  a  grea^  fweep  of 
inountain^  covered  partly  with  wood,  haiiging  in  a 
very  noble  manner,  but  part  cut  down,  miich  of  it 
wangled,  and  the  reft  inhabited  by  coopers,  boat* 
builders,  carpenters,  and  turners^  a  facrilegious  tribe^ 
vrho  have  turned  the  Dryades  from  their  antient  ha- 
bitations* The  cafcade  here  is  a  fine  ohe^  but  paf*^ 
fed  quickly  from  hence  to  fceiies  unmixed  with 
paini 

RolV  to  the  cUfter  of  the  Seven  Iflands^  a  little 
Archipelago  j  they  rife .  very  boldly  from  the  water 
upon  rocky  bafe^,  and  are  crowned  in  the  moft 
beautiful  manner  with  "Wood,  among  which  are  a 
nuhibef  of  arbutus  ;  the  channels  among  them  open^ 
ing  to  new  fcenes,  and  the  great  amphitheatre  of 
rock  and  mountain  tJiat  fur#ouii^  them5  unite  to  form 
a  noble  view. 

kEtuki^ED  from  the  rivcr^  at  tte  very  ehd  of  the 
lakcj  which  winds  towards  Mac  Gilly  Cuddy's 
Reeks  in  fanciful  meanders,^  by  a  courfe  fomewhat 
different,  through  the  Seven  Iflands,  and  back  to  the 
Eagle's  Neft,  viewing  the  fcenes  already  Mentioned 

in 
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In  new  poTitions.  At  that  i>obie  xocjc  fired  tjiree 
kmnon  for  the  echo,  vriiicb  indeed  is  prodigious ;  the 
Jfeport  ddes  not  cbniift  ot  iitsiA  i-elrei^rations  froOi 
bnt  rock  to  another  ^i^tli  k  paufe  between,  but  has  ati 
iexaft  refemblkiice  to  a  pe2l  of  thunder  rattling  be^ 
hind  thfe  rotk,  as  if  travelling,  the  whole  fccnery  we 
had  viewed  and  loft  in  the  imrtienfity  of  Maic  Gillf 
Cuddy's  Reeks; 

Pass  hear  tp  the  trdbd  o^  Gleha;  which  here  take$ 
the  appearance  of  one  immenfe  fweep  hanging  in  the 
fafioft  beautiful  manner  imaginable,  on  the  fide  of  i 
vaft  mountain  to  a  point,  ihootihg  irito  the  great 
lake,  A  moi-e  glorious  fcehe  i^  not  to  be  imagined; 
It  is  one  deep  mafs  of  wood,  compofed  of  the  richeft 
fliades  perfedly  dipping  in  the  witer^  veithout  rock 
or  ftraiid  a|)pearing,  nor  a  break  in  the  whole:  The 
eye  trarerfirig  the  flieet  bf  liquid  filVerj  to  meet  {6 
'  vaft  a  mafs  df  gfeen,  hatiging  to  fuch  art  eJcterit  as  td 
fill  the  imagination,  admits  it  the  moft  hbble  fcene 
that  is  ahy  where  to  be  beheld. 

Turn  linder  the  North  flidre  df  Mucnifs  ;  thd 
lake  here  is  one  great  eicpanfe  bf  water,  bounded  'by 
the  woods  defcribed,  the  iflands  c5f  Innisfallcn,  Rofs^ 
&c.  and  the  peninfula:  The  (hore  of  Mucriifs  has 
a  great  variety;  it  is  in  fome  places  rocky,  huge 
inalTes  tumbled  frbm  their  bafe  lie  beneath,  as  in  a 
chaos  of  ruin*  Great  caverns  worn  underthem  in 
ftrange  forms  :  6t  elfe  covered  With  woods  of  a  va- 
riety of  fliades.  Meet  the  point  of  Ardnagluggen^ 
(in  EngHfli,  where  the  water  dafhes  on  the  rocks) 
and  come  under  Ornefcope,  a  rocky  headland  of  a 
moft  bold  projeftion  hanging  many  yards  over  its 
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bafe,  with  an  old  weather-beaten  yew,  growing  frdtft 
a  little  bracket  of  rock,  from  which  the  fpot  is  called 
Omefcope,  or  lew  Broom-.  Mucrufs  gardens  pre- 
fently  open  among  the  woods,  and  relieve  the  eye^ 
almoft  fatigued  with  the  immenfe  objefts  upon  which 
it  has  fo  long  gazed* 

September  29th,  rode,  after  breakfaft,  to  Maii^ 
gerton  Cafcade  and  Drumarourk  Hill,  from  which 
the  view  of  Mucrufs  is  uncommonly  pleafing. 

Pass  the  other  hillj  the  view  of  which  I  defcribed 
the  27th,  and  went  to  Colonel  Hufly's  monument^ 
from  whence  the  fcene  is  different  from  the  reft  ;  the 
fore  ground  is  a  gentle  hill,  interfe£led  by  hedges, 
forming  feveral  fmall  lawns*  There  are  fome  fcat- 
tered  trees  and  houfes,  with  Mucrufs  Abbey,  half 
obfcured  by  wood,  the  whole  chearful,  and  backed 
by  Turk.  The  lake  is  of  a  triangular  formi  Rofs 
ifland  and  Innisfallen  its  limits,  the  woods  of  Mu*- 
crufs  and  the  iflands  take  a  new  pofltion. 

Returning,  took  boat  again  tpwards  Rofs  iflc, 
and  as  Mucrufs  retires  from  us,  nothing  can  bemor^ 
beautiful  than  the  fpots  of  lawn  in  the  terrace  open- 
ing in  the  wood  j  above  it,  the  green  hills  with 
clumps,  and  the  whole  finifhing  in  the  noble  group 
of  wood  about  the  abbey,  which  here  appears  a  deep 
ihade,  and  fo  fine  a  finifhing  one,  that  not  a  tree 
Ihould  be  touchedi  Rowed  to  the  eaft  point  of  Rofs^ 
which. is  well  wooded,  turn  to  the  fouth  coaft. 
Doubling  the  point,  the  moft  beautiful  fhore  of  that 
ifland  appears  ;  it  is  the  well  wooded  environs  of  a 
bay,  except  a  fmall  opening,  to  the  caftle  j  the  woods 

are 
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ajre  in  deep  fhades,  and  rife  on  the  regular  flopes  of  a 
high  range  of  rocky  coaft.  The  part  in  fropt  of 
Filekilly  point  rifes  in  the  middle,  and  finks  ^q^ards" 
each  end.  The  woods  pf  Tpmys  JijCre  appear  Un* 
commonly  fine.  Open  Innisfallen,  which  is  com- 
pofed  at  this  diftance  of  various  fhades,  within  ^ 
broken  outline,  entirely  different  from  the  other 
iflands.  |^o  pencil  could  mix  a  happier  affemblage. 
Land  near  a  miferable  room,  where  travellers  dine-— 
Of  the  ifle  of  Innisfallen,  it  is  paying  no  great  cpmplir 
inent  to  fay,  it  is  the  moft  beautiful  iii  the  Kipg's  dor 
minions,  ^nd  perhaps  in  E  urope,  It  contains  2p  acres 
of  land,  and  has  every  variety  that  the  range  of 
beauty,  unmixed  with  the  fublime,  can  give.  The 
general  feature  is  that  of  wood ;  the  furface  undu- 
lates into  fwelling  hills,  and  fmks  into  little  vales  ; 
the  flopes  are  in  every  diredlion,  the  declivities  die 
gently  iaway,  forming  thofe  flight  inequalities  which 
iire  the  greateft  beauty  of  dreffed  grounds.  The 
little  vaHies  let  in  views  of  the  furrounding  lake 
between  the  hills,  while  the  fwells  break  the  regular 
outline  of  the  water,  and  gjve  to  the  whole  an  agree- 
able confufion.  The  wood  has  all  the  variety  into 
which  nature  has  thrown  the  furface  j  in  fome  parts 
It  is  fo  thick  as  to  appear  impenetrable,  and  fecludes 

all  farther  view ;  in  others,  i^  breaks  into  tufts  of 
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tall  timber,  under  which ,  cattle  feed.  Here  they 
open,  as  if  to  offer  to  the  fpeftator  the  view  of  the 
naked  lawn  ;  in  others  clofe,  as  if  purpofely  to  for- 
bid a  more  prying  examinaition.  Trees  of  large 
fize,  and  commanding  figure,  form  in  fome  places 
natural  arches ;  the  ivy  mixing  with  the  branches^^ 
and  hanging  acrofs  in  feftoons  o(  foliage,  while  on 
pne  fide  the  lake  glitters  among  the  trees,  and  on  the 
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ptber  a  thick  gloom  dwells  in  the  recefles  of  the 
wood.  The  figure  of  the  ifland  rejiders  one  part  4 
teautfful  objefl:  to  another  ;  for  the  cpaft  being  bro- 
ken anJ  indented,  forms  )bays  furfouhdcd  either  fey 
rock  oi' w'ood  :  flight  promofitories  {hoot:  into  the 
lake,  i^^hofe  rocky  ej^ges  are  crowned  witli  woodf. 
Thefe  are  the  gf^at  features  of  Innisfallen  j  tKe 
(lighter  touches  ajre  full  6f  beauties  eafily  imagined 
by  the  readet.  I^Vpty  cirCumftance  of  the  wood, 
the  Water,  the  rocks,  and  lawn,  are  cbaraaeriffic^ 
and  have  a  beduty  in  flic  affemblage'  from  mere  diJP 
pofitionv  t  muft,  however,  obferve,  that  this  delici- 
bus  reUtTX  is  xiot  kept  as*  6ne  could  wifh^ 

ScpNit^v^tbat  pc  great  and  commaading  fron^ 
magnitude  or  wildnef^s,  ibould  never  be  dre^Ted^  the 
rugged^  uid  even  the  herribU^  may  add  to  the  eStOt 
upon  the  nrind  :  but  in  Aich  as  Innisfallen,  a  degree 
df  drefs^  that  is,  cleaplinefs,  is  eveii  neceiTary  tq 
beauty.  I  J;»ave  fppkexi  of  lawn,  but  I  ihould  ob- 
ferve,' that  e^preiHon  indicates  what  it  ought  to  be^ 
rather  tha^  yi^zX,  it  is.  It  is  very  rich  grafs,  poached 
by  o;cen  aijid  cows,  the  only  inhabitants  of  the  iiland* 
No  fpeSator  of  taflie  but  will  regfet  the  Qpe|i  grounds 
pot  being  drained  with  hollow  cuts  \  the  f  uggednefsi 
pf  the  fi^rfage  levelled^  apd  the  grafs  kept  clofe 
fiiaven  by  many  iheep  inftead  of  beafts.  The  bufhes 
and  briars  wWe  they  have  encroached  on  what 
jDught  to  l^e  lawn,  cleared  away  j  fome  parts  of  the 
life  njore  opened  :  in  a  word,  no  ornaments  given, 
for  t4ic  fcene  wants  them  not,  but  obftruft'ions 
irleared,  ruggediiefs  ftnoothed,  and  the  whole  cleaned. 
This  is  What  ought  to  be  done  j  as  to  what  might 
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be  niade  of  the  ifland,  if  its  noble  proprietor  (Lord 
Kenmare)  had  an  inclination,  it  admits  of  being  con- 
verted into  a  terreftrial  paradife,  lawning  with  the  in- 
termixtare  of  other  ihrubs  and  wood,  and  a  littU 
drefs,  would  make  it  an  example  of  what  ornamented 
grounds  might  be,  but  which  not  one  in  a  thoufand 
is.  Take  the  ifland,  however,  as  it  is,  with  its  kvi 
imperfections,  and  where  are  we  to  find  fuch  another  f 
What  a  delicious  retresit !  J^n  emperor  could  not  bcr 
ftow  fuch  an  cme  aS  Innisfallen ;  with  a  cottage,  » 
few  cows,  and  a  fyrarm  of  poultrfy  is  it  poffibli^ 
that  happineis  fhould  fefiife  to  be  a  gueft  here? 

Row  to  Rofs  Caftle,  i^  order  to  coaft  that  ifland  $ 
there  is  nothing  pecuHarlf  ftriking  in  it ;  return  the 
fame  way  around  Innisfallen  $  in  this  little  voyage 
the  ihore  of  Roia  is  one  of  tl)e  mofl  beautiful  of  the 
wooded  ones  \n  the  lake;  it  feems  to  unite  with 
Iniiisfallen^  s^d  pro}e<3s  ipto  tl)e  water  in  thick 
woods  one  b6yondi  an6ther»  In  the  iniddle  of  the 
chanhel  d  large  rock,  and  from  the  6t^q:  fliore  a  little 
promontory  of  ^  Um  fcattered  trees  jr  the  who^e  foene 
plcafingr 

The  flkore  of  Innisfallen  has  much  variety,  but 
in  general  it  is  woody,  and  of  the  beautiful  chara&er 
which  predominates  in  that  ifland  $  one  bay,  at  taking^ 
leave  of  it,  t^  exceedingly  pretty,  it  is  a  femicircular 
cine,  and  in  the  center  there  is  ji  proje&ing  kno}e  of 
wood  within  a  bay  j  this  is  iificomjnon)  and  has  aa 
^reeable  effed* 

Th8  hear  approach  to  Tomys  ^exhibits  a  fwoe^ 
of  wood^  fo  great  in  extent,  apd  fo  rich  in  foliage* 
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that  no  perfon  can  fee  without  admiring  it.  The 
mountainous  part  above  is  foon  excluded  by  the  ap- 
proach; wood  alone  is  feen,  arid  that  in  fuch  a  noble 
range,  as  to  be  greatly  ftriking  ;  it  juft  hollows  into 
^  bay,  anfl  in  the  cppt^r  gf  it  i$  a  ch^fm  in  the  wood  ; 
this  is  the  bed  of  a  copiid^rable  ftreaip,  which  forms 
Q'Sullivan's  Cafpade,  to  which  all  flrangers  are  con^ 
dueled,  as  pfie  of  the  principal  beauties  of  Killarney. 
Landed  to  the  right  of  it)  and  walked  under  the' 
thick  f^9!^e  of  the  wood,  oyer  a  rock^y  declivity; 
<^Iofc  to  the  torrent,  which  breaks  impetuoufly  froni 
rock  tg  rpf;k,  with  a  roar  that  kindles  expectation*  ^ 
The  pifture  in  your  fancy  will  not  exceed  the  rea- 
lity;  a  great  ftrcam  burfts  from  the  deep  bofom  of  a 
wooded  glen^  hollowed  into  a  recefs  of  rocks  and  trees,' 
the  firft  fall  is  many  feet  perpendicularly  over  a  rock,  to 
the  eye  it 'immediately  makies  anbtherj  the  bafon  into 
which  it  pours  being*  concealed ;  ttotti  this  bafon  it 
forces  itfelf  impetuoufly  between  two  rocks ;  this 
feCond  faill  is'  alfo  6{  a  confidej^able  height,  but  the 
lower  one,  the  third,  is  the  moft  con'fiderable,  it  if^ 
files  in  the  fame  manner  from  a  bafon  hid  fr6m  the 
point  of  y'leyr,  Xhefc  baions  heing  la|:ge,  thpire  ap- 
pears a  fpace  of  feveral  yards  between  each  fell, 
lirhich  adds  much  to  the  pifturefque  fcenery ;  the 
whole  is  within  an  arch  of  wood,  that  hangs  over  it ; 
the  quantity  of  water  is  fo  confiderable  as  to  make  an 
almoft  deafening  noife,  and  uniting  with  the  torrent 
below,  wbej^e  th6  fragments  of  fock  are  largd  and 
numerous,  throM^  an  jiir  of  grandeur  over  the  whdfe'. 
It  is  about  70  feet  high.  Coaft  from  hence  the 
woody  fliores  of  Tomys  and  Glena,  they  are  upon 
the  whole  riiuch  the  moft  beautiful  ones  I  have  any 
^hcre  ken  j  Glena  woods  have  more  o;^k,  and  fome 
"*     '      ,    ^  '  arbutufeS| 
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;y:j3Utufes,  are  the  finer  and  deeper  (hades  ;  Tomy$ 
has  a  great  quantity  of  birch,  whofe  foliage  is  not  fo 
luxuriant.  The  reader  may  figure  to  himfelf  what 
thefe  woods  are,  when  he  is  informed  that  they  fill  an 
unbroken  extent  of  fix  miles  in  length,  and  from 
half  a  mile  to  a  n^ile  and  a  half  in  breadth,  all 
hanging  on  the  fides  of  two  vaft  mountains,  and 
coming  down  with  a  full  robe  of  rich  luxuriance  to 
the  very  water's  edge.  The  acclivity  of  thefe  hills 
is  fuch,  that  every  tree  appears  full  to  the  eye.  The 
variety  of  the  ground  is  great  j  in  fome  places  great 
fwells  in  the  mountain  fide,  with  correfponding 
hollows,  prefent  concave  and  convex  mafles ;  in 
others,  confiderable  ridges  of  land  and  rock  rife  from 
the  fweep,  and  offer  to  the  aftonifhed  eye  yet  other 
varieties  of  fhade.  Smaller  mountains  rife  regularly 
f^om  the  ipinienfe  bofom  of  the  larger,  and  hold 
forth  their  fylvan  heads,  backed  by  yet  higher  woods. 
To  give  all  the  varieties  of  this  immenfe  fcenery  of 
foreft  is  impoffible.  Above  the  whole  is  a  prodigious 
jmafs  of  mountain,  of  ^  gently  fwellipg  outline  and 
foft  appearance,  varying  as  the  fun  or  clouds  change 
their  pofition,  but  never  becoming  rugged,  or  threat- 
ening to  the  eye. 

The  variations  are  beft  feen  by  rowing  near  the 
fliore,  when  every  ftroke  of  the  oar  gives  a  new  out- 
line :  but  for  one  great  impreiEon,  row  about  two 
miles  from  the  fliore  of  Glena ;  at  that  diftance  the 
inequalities  in  the  furface  are  no  longer  feen,  but  the 
eye  is  filled  with  fo  immenfe  a  range  of  wood, 
crowned  with  a  mountain  in  perfeft  unifon  with  it- 
felf,  that  objeiSs,  ,whofe  chara<^er  is  that  of  beauty, 
are  here,  from  their  mag;iitude,  truly  magnificent, 

and 
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mi  attended  with  a  nniaft  foKdable  iin^rtflion.— 
turned  to  Mucrufs, 

StPT**4Eit  30tft,  thw  morning  I  had  dedicated 
to  the  afceitt  of  Mangerton,  but  his  head  was  fo 
ehfbroutt^  in  clouds,  and  fhe  wi^ather  fo  bad,  that  I 
tm  fof^d  to  giv^  tip  the  fcheme :  Mr.  Herbert  has 
rtierftfred  him  with  very  accurate  inftruments,  of 
which  he  bas  t  great  C(41e£^ion,  and  found  his  height 
835  ya^4*  abov^  the  level  pf  the  fea^  The  Devil's 
Ftftftrh-boWt^  frpfn  the  defcription'  I  hatf  of  it^  muft 
be  the  e«tcr  bif  in.  exhaitfted  vokano :  there  ire 
Many  Itgns  6f  th^ni  about  Killarifey,  particularly 
vaft  rock«  on  the  fides  of  mountains^  in  ffream?,  a$ 
if  they  had  roHcd  from  thef  top  in  one  diredfoff. 
Brown  ftone.  rocks  are  zHfo  femetimeis  found  oh 
lime  qnarritSy  tofied  thither^  |)erha|>s  lA  foAie  vaA 
efuptios. 

Iw  my  way  from  KiHarftey  to  Crfftk  Ifl^nd,  rode 
into  L^  Kenmare's  park^  from  Whenf^  there  is 
another  beautiful  view  of  the  lake^  diflTereht  ftotii 
)many  of  the  preceding ;  there  is  a  broad  ms^g^  of 
cultivated  country  at  your  feet,  to  lead  the  eye  gra-^ 
dually  to  [the  lake,  which  exhibits  her  iflands  to  this 
frdnt  more  diftindtly  than  to  afty  other,  and  the  back 
jgrounds  of  rfie  mptrn  tains  of  Glena  ind  ToiWys 
give  a  bold  reHef. 


[  Upon  the  whole,  Killarney,  among  tire  lakes  thdt 

I  have  feen,  can  fcarcety  be  faid  to  have  a  rival.  Tht 
'"  extent  of  water  in  Loch  Earne  ts  much  greater ;  the 

I  iflands  m6fe  numerou:?,  and-  fome  fcenes  near  Caftk 

f  Caldwell,  of  as  great  magnificence.     The  rocks  at 

Kefwick 
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Jt^fwick  are  more  fublime,  and  other  lakes  may 
have  circumftances  in  #hich  they  are  fuperior  5  but 
when  w6  confirfer  the  proJigious  woods  of  Kil- 
lafneyj  the  imn^enfity  of  the  mountains;  the  un-f 
common  beauty  of  the  promontory  of  Mucrufs,  an4 
the  Ifle  of  InniS;fallen ;  the  character  of  the  iflands  j 
the  fmgle  circuihftance  of  the  arbutus,  aijd  the  un- 
common echoes,  it  will  appear,  upon  the  Whole,  to 
be  in  reality  fuperior  to  all  comparifon. 

Before  I  quit  it,  I  have  one  other  obfervatioA  to 
ni^e,  which  is  relative  to  the  ^nt  of  accoitimoda- 
tions  arid  exti:*avagant  expence  of  ftrangers  refiding 
^  Killarney.  ^  I  fpeak  it  not  at  all  feelingly,  thanks 
to  Mr.  Herbert?s  hofpitality,  biit  from  the  accounts 
given  me :  the  iiins  are  miferable,  and  the  lodgings 
little  better.  I  am  furprized  fomebody  with  a  good 
capital  does  npt  prociire  a  large  well-built  inn,  to  be 
crefted  on  the  immediate  Ihore  of  the  lake,  in  an  agree- 
able iituation,  at  a  diftance  from  the  town ;  there  are 

# 

yery  few  places  where  fuch  an  one  would  anfwer  better  ; 
;there  ought  to  ht  numerous  and  good  apartments; 
a  large  rendezvous^room  for  billiards,  cards,  dancing, 
mufick,  &c.  to  which  the  company  might  refort 
when  they  chofe  it ;  an  ordinary  for  thofe  that  liked 
dining  in  public ;  bokts  of  all  forts,  nets  for  fifliing, 
and  as  great  a  variety  of  amufements  as  could  be 
collefted,  efpecially  within  doors :  for  the  climate 
being  very  rainy,  travellers  wait  with  great  impati- 
ence in  a  dirty  common  Jnn,  which  they  would  not 
do  if  they  were  in  the  midft  of  fuch  accommodations 
as  they  meet  with  at  an  Englifli  fpaw.  But  above 
all,  the  prices  of  every  thing,  from  a  room  and  a 
dinner,  to  a  barge  and  a  band  of  mufic,  to  be  reafon- 

able. 
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able,  and  hpng  up  in  cyery  part  of  the  hoyfe  :  the 
refort  of  ftrangers  to  Killarney  would  then  be  much 
increafed,  and  their  ftay  would  be  greatly  prolonged  ^ 
they  would  not  view  it  poft-hafte,  and  fly  away  the 
firft  moment  to  avoid  dirt  and  impoiltion.  A  man, 
with  a  good  capital  and  fome  ingenuity,  would,  I 
think,  make  a  fortune  by  filing  here  upon  fucl^ 
principles. 

In  the  line  of  agriculture,  Mr.  Herbert  has  carried 
on  fomc  important  experiments,  which  d^ferye  atten- 
tion. Of  360  acres  he  hs^s  reclaimed  140,  which^i 
before  he  began,  were  coveisd  with  great  rpcks, 
fiones,  brambles,  {rubus  fruttcofus)  an4  furze  [eulex 
guropceus,)  His  i^rft  operation  was  to  cut  down  and 
grub  up  the  fpontaneous  growth  th^t  yras  the 
ftrongeft :  but  the  reft  be  fet  fire  to,  in  or^ei^  to 
plough  them  up  with  bullocks.  Then  he  attacked^ 
the  ftones,  fome  of  which  were  five  or  fix  fee^^ 
fquare ;  the  large  ones  were  burft  in  pieces  by- 
kindling  fires  upon  them,  being  the  brown  fand- 
ftone.  But  this  operation  will  have  no  effefl; 
on  lime-fione ;  others  not  fo  large  were  drawn  ofF 
the  land  by  buliocks,  to  fome  of  which  30  were 
harnefied  :  but"  all  ftones  that  could  be  got  at  were, 
by  fome  means  or  other  carried  off. 

This  work  of  breaking  the  ftor^es  by  fire  is  very 
curious,  and  exceedingly  ufeful :  Mr.  Herbert  ap- 
peared to  have  attended  very  clofely  to  the  operation. 
He  informed  me  that  they  firft  light  a  good  fire, 
which  in  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  enables  them  to 
beat  off  the  outward  fkin  off  the  ftone  with  a  fledge 
hammer,   and  th^y  then  immediately  light  a  fecond 

fire^ 
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fire,  which  foon  makes  the  ffone  crack.  The  meik 
tobferve  to  keep  it  a  lively  brifk  fire,  free  from  aflies  ; 
When  the  ftone  cracks,  they  aflift  it  with  a  ftrong 
blow  of  the  hammer,  which  then  burfts  it  afunder, 
ahd  is  at  once  broken  in  pieces  without  difficulty. 

In  ploughing  the  land,  as  foon  as  this  work  was 
done,  the  remaining  roots  of  furze,  &c.  were  fo  large, 
that  he  ^as  forced  to  fatten  tWo  ploughs  together 
with  chains,. and  then  with  a  great  force  of  bullocks, 
tore  up  the  roots,  the  ploughs  and  tackle  being  re- 
markably ftrong.  The  aflies  of  the  wood,  &c;  be* 
ing  fpread  with  thofe  of  the  rubbifli,  numerous 
^loughings  were  given.  The  foil  a  thin  gravel,  of  a 
whitifh  hungry  appearance,  but  liihe  changed  it  at 
once  to  a  rich  brown  colour*  Thte  laft  ploughing 
turned  in  the  lime  :  upon  which  Mr.  Herbert,  frefh 
from  Tull  and  Randal,  determining  to  become  a  dril- 
ler, drilled  it  with  wheat,  the  cleareft  proof'  in  the 
wofld  how  completely  the  ground  had  been  reclaim- 
ed. This  crop  he  horfe  hoed,  following  the  diredi- 
ons  of  Tull  and  Duhamel ;  the  produce  was  trffling, 
the  praftice  found  very  expenfive,  and  the  crops  un- 
profitable :  but  they  were  beautiful  and  elegant  tb 
look  at.  He  tried  it  for  wheats  lucerne,  fainfoine, 
red  clover,  beansj  peafe,  and,  in  a  word,  every  plant 
recommended  by  the  drill  writers,  and  continued  it 
for  four  years.  Having  afcertaihed  this  thorough 
experience^  that  the  drill  hufbaftdry  was  exceedingly 
disadvantageous,  he  gave  it  up,  and  laid  down  with 
White  clover  and  hay  feeds  j  and  could  let  it  at  20s. 
an  acre.  Mr.  Herbert,  however,  going  to  England, 
they  were  not  taken  fuch  care  of  as  they  ought, 
never  being  manured^     Some  were  laid  down  with 

burnet, 
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))urhet^  wliich  took  very  well  in  the  Iiind,  but  wai 
fQpA  overcome  and  bhoaked  with  natural  grafs.  Bird 
grafs  he  tried,  got  the  feed  from  Rocqu^j  but  iinds  it 
a  very  coarfe  poor  plant  of  no  value;  Luceri^e  he 
had  upon  a  very  extenfive  fbalej  having  fix  acres^ 
found  it  a  very  good  grafs^  fed  all  forts  of  cattle 
Ivith  futcefs^  particularly  in  fettening  bullocks^  the 
fat  of  them  being  marbled  in  the  finefi  manner  ima^ 
£xnable<  He  had  it  in  Jbroad  caft^  and  ufed  Rocque'ji 
harrpw  \  but  upon  his  foil  the  j^^rrow  tore  up  th^ 
lucerne  as  Well  as  the  wee4s^  yet  the  natural  gra& 
got  much  a-head.  The  drill  tnetbod  is  the  befir; 
hut  fuch  is  the  luxuriant  growth  of  the  commoa 
jgrafles  in  Ireland,  that  diere  was  the  greateft  diffi*^ 
culty  in  keeping  it  clean.  Sainfoine  aifo  did  verj^ 
well,  bu(  the  grafs  h^d  with  th^t  the  fame  effeift  aa 
the  lucerne^ 

M&.  Herbert  has  cultivated  potatoes  in  the 
common  lazy-bed  method,  in  large  fpaces^  and  he  i^ 
convinced)  from  i-epeated  experience,  that  therc  Is  not 
Way  it^  the  world  of  managing  that  root  that  equals 
Itj  efpecially  for  bringing  \n  wafte  Is^fid^.  It  has 
))een  with  the  greateil:  furprife  that  he  has  read  this^ 
mode  condemned  by  fevef al  jEhglifh  Writers }  Whed 
properly  executed  it  mixes  the  }and  alid  the  manure^' 
and  by  taking  two  trops  fucc^vely^  and  digging 
them  aut,  if  all  the  latid  is  ftirred,  it  leaves  it  in  ad-*' 
iniraUe  order  for  a  fuccejOEive  crop  Qf  anf  )und« 

FoiDiKo  (heepl  Mr.  Herbert  prti<SU!^s  by  n>eans  o£ 
a  contrivance  of  his  own;  infiead  of  hurdle^)  a  pQle  li 
feet  long^  aiiid  5  inches  diameter^  ftuck  through'  wittt 
perpendiculars,  and  having  at  each  end  tiyp  loi^g ei* 
pieces  to  reft  oh,^  in  form  of  a  ctofs:  thefe  are 

move- 
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iuoyeabk^  and  eaCly  fe^  Ij^  rows.  ]ftt  pe;}s  ;k^  flue^p 
to  hi^  grafs  IsukU,  aA^  iinds  the  ^Sc&  wonderftil^ 
aothing  equalling  them  for  manu/ijag  the  l^ad,  and 
at  a  very  fmall  expence^  Is  cle;»r]y  of  opinion^  tl^ei-e 
could  be  no  greater  improvement  to  Ireland  than  in« 
troducijig  the  praSipe  gei^ersliy. 

An  obfervation  which  Mri  Herl»ert  h^  noi«l«  oq 
mowing  land  is  highly  dcicrving  i^tten)don  t  it  isig, 
that  land  ought  always  to  be  mowed,  though  the  va-> 
Ivte  of  the  buy  wHl  npt  pay  th^  expe^e.  It  is  com- 
hion  tn  Itelat^  to  mow  piarts  of  j|el4s  ti^  are  g0Q4f 
and  leave  the  reft ;  but  be  al^y^  c^t^  the  whpU^ 
and  finds  the  pra&ice  very  fidv^fi^ftg^ous  to  tjne  1^< 

SoMji  bog  tbiB  g^iittoniian  hgs.  impcQved  merely  by 
drainingi  apd  then  fprQading  mi^l^  ujNDiiit^  without 
tilling  or  burning)  brings  it  to  fk  meadow  as  (oon  as 
poiiible !  and  this  is  the  ^etbctd  he  would,  in  ^.11 
oafe$,  recomniend  for  th^ir  improvement,  a^  there  1$ 
acver  any  neceffity  of  tillage  in  order  to  ihrlng  them 
to  grafsi 

* 

RiLAtivE  to  thfe  commoii  hu&andry  of  this 
heighbourhopd,  I  found  that  the  foil  is  divided,  be^ 
tween  limc-ftonp  and  browh-ftqi^e^  The  peninfala 
of  Mucrufe  is  half  the  one  and  half  the  othcr^  tb0 
One  ending  fuddenly  where  the  othe;r  begins  2  the 
vale  alfo  to  Killarncy  and  beyond  is  lime-ftone  for 
the  extent  of  many  milesj  and  in  general  the  moUn« 
tains  are  all  brown-ftone,  and  the  vales  lime-ftone^ 
Rents  hexe  are  about  Ss;  an  acre,  on  art  average^  in- 
cluding much  indifferent  land^  but  not  the  mounr 
tains.  About  three-fifths  of  the  county  of  Kerry  is 
inrafte  land^  not  rifmg.to  above  3d.  ah  acce^  and  thc^ 

other 
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Other  fifths  on  an  average  at  7s.  an  acre..  Farms  are 
from  20I.  a  year  to  130I.  the  large  ones  include  con- 
fiderable  mountain  trafts.  The  tillage  of  the  coun-* 
try  is  trifling.     The  courfe  is, 

I.  Potatoes,  fow  eight  pecks,  at  701b.  and  get 
80  lb.  at   7I.  an   acre.     2.   Wheat,  61.     3.   Oats; 

4.  Oat^*     (Poor  crops  not  above  3I.  los.  an  acre) 

5.  Lay  it  out  to  weeds,  &ci 

Lime  the  manure,  from  60  to  to  barrels  ah  acre,' 
which  cofts  6d.  to  8d.  a  barrel  burning.  Mr.  Her- 
bert can  burn  it  for  4d,  five  miles  off*  Pafturage  i^ 
applied  chiefly  to  dairies ;  the  common  ones  about 
40  or  50  cows.  They  are  all  let  at  40s.  to  50s.  a 
cow.  Three  acres  allowed  to  a  cow ;  fome  paid  in 
butter*  The  dairyman  has  his  privilege,  which  is  a: 
cabbing  potatoe  garden,  liberty  to  cut  turf,  and  a 
quantity  of  land  proportioned  to  the  number  of  cows. 
The  butter  is  all  fent  to  Corke  on  horfes  backs  in 
truckles,  and  in  that  way  the  poor  horiles  of  the 
country  will  carry  8  cwt.  the  diftance  37  miles. 
They  go  in  two  days,  and  generally  home  in  a  week. 
Bring  back  rum,  groceriesj  8ct,  they  are  paid  gd. 
for  carrying  a  firkin  of  butter  of  56  lb.  and  for  thcf 
back  carriage  is.  8d.  a  cwt.  Very  few  {heep  kept ; 
no  flocks,  except  Mr.  {lerbert's.  It  is  remarkable, 
that  hp  fheep  in  the  country  are  better  fattened  thanr 
tnany  upon  Mac  GilJy  Cuddy's  Reeks,  which  are  the 
wildeft  and  moft  defolate  region  of  all  Kerry.  Great 
herds  of  goats  are  kept  on  all  the  mountains  of  this' 
country,  and  prove  of  infinite  ufe  to  the  poor  people* 
The  inhabitants  are  not  in  general  well  off  •  fome  of 
them  have  neither  cows  nor  goats,  living  entirely 
upon  potatoes,  yet  arc  they  better  than  twenty  years 

ago^ 
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ftg^,  ptnicUUrly  iri  cloathing.  Price  of  proyifioii 
the  fame  ^  at  .Ned^eeji, :  but  pork>  Mt  cpmrnon^  Tur- 
Jcies)  atj^b  -Salmon,  at  id.  ^ro»t,  and  perch  p}en« 
tifuK  No  pike  in  Kerry k  (Lauapreys  and  eels,  but 
nobody  eats  the  former.  All  the  poor  people,  both 
men  and  ^men,  learn. to  dance,., and  are  exceedingly 
fond  of  the  amMfeiaaient»  A  ragged,  l^ad,  without  (hoes 
or  .ftockings,  has  been  f^n  in  a  znud  barn,  leading 
Mp  a  gfrl  in-4he  fame  trkn.  for a-minuet:  the  love  of 
dancing  and  mafic  .are  talmoft  uiii verfal  an^ongft  tbem» 

fTiJE.Rev.  Mr*;B]iand*  /9f  Wood  Park,  ^ear=Kil- 
larney ,  .at ^w^^fe.  houfe . I  had  tbe  pleafure  tO:tiine-  wijtji 
j^fr•  Herbert j  t^as .  improved  jaigr^at  de^l  of  boggy 
land  ;  the  turf. Sac  inches  de^p,  was  burnt,; but  wouUl 
not  give  afhes ;  under  it  a  brown  gravel ;  he  reclaim^ 
ed  it  by  trenching  in  May,  and  liming  eighty  barrels 
per  acre;  dunged  the  following  fpring,  and  planted 
with  potatoes  J  t  the  crop  e(i,ual  to  thebe^^  then  a 
fecond  crop,  a  greater,  produce,-  but  the  roots  not  fo 
large;  care  was  taken  in  the  digging. them,  to  bring 
up  the  fod  antd. manure;  in- the  fpring  dug  again  for 
turnips  or  oatSy.jthe  turnips  very  good,  but  has  gene-- 
rally  fown  oats  ;  the  crop  tolerable,  great  ftraw,  but 
muft  be  ibwn  very  thin,  9r  they  will  lodge  j  leave 
the  oat  ftubble,  and  it  becomes  in  one  year  grafs  to 
mow.  Has  tried  turnips,  ^nd  found  them  to.aoiwer 
perfeftly,  in  fattening  fheep  infinitely  better  than 
any  winter  pr  fpring  grafs« 

.  September  30th,  took  my  leave  of  Mucruift,  and 
paffing  through  Killarney,  went  to  Caftle  Ifland.  la 
my  way  to  Arbella,  croffed  a  hilly  bog  of  vaft  extent, 
from  one  t6  fix  or  ieven  feet  deep,  as  improveable  as 
ever  1  /aw,  covered  with  bog.  myrtle  {myrica  gale) 
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an<l  coarfe  grafs :  it  might  be  drained  at  very  littk 
expence,  being  almoft  dry  at  prefent.  It  amazed 
me  to  fee  fuch  vaft  trads  in  a  ftate  of  nature,  with  a 
fine  road  paffing  through  them. 

To  Mr.  Blennerhaflety  member  for  the  county,  I 
am  indebted  for  every  attention  towards  my  infor** 
mation.  About  Caftle  Ifland  tht  land  is  ytry  good^^ 
ranking  among  the  beft  in  Kerry.  From  that  place 
to  Arbella,  the  land  is  as  good  as  the  management 
bad,  every  field  over-run  with  all  kinds  of  rubbilh, 
the  fences  in  ruins,  and  no  appearance  but  of  defo- 
lation  :  they  were  mowing  fome  fine  crops  of  hay, 
which  I  fuppofe  will  be  made  in  the  fnow.  The 
following  is  the  fiate  of  hulbandry  about  Arbella. 

The  foil,  from  Caftle  Ifland  to  Tralee,  is  frcmi  a 
guinea  to  a  guinea  and  a  half;  it  is  all  a  rich  lime-ftone 
land  :  fome  about  Tralee  at  3I.  los.  to  4I.  4s.  About 
Arbella  I  Went  over  fome  exceeding  fine  reddifh  fandy 
and  gravelly  loam,  a  prodigioufly  fine  foil  :  fern 
{pterif  aquilina)  the  fpontaneous  growth,  which  I  re- 
marked in  Ireland  to  be  a  fure  fign  of  excellent  land. 
Two-thirds  of  the  county  is  mountain,  which  runs 
at  no  great  rent,  being  thown  into  the  bargain.  Six 
parts  in  feven  of  the  whole  mountain  and  bog.  The 
at  I  OS.  an  acre. 


I.  Potatoes.  2.  Potatoes.  3.  Wheat,  or  barley. 
4.  Oats.  5.  Ditto.  6.  Ditto.  7.  Ditto.  8.  Lay 
it  out,  and  not  a  blade  of  grafs  comes  for  three  or 
four  years. 

The  beft  part  of  the  country  is  under  dairies. 
Great  farmers  hire  vaft  quantities  of  land,  in  ordet 
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,  lo  ftock  with  cows j  and  let  them  to  dairymen  ;  one 
JFarmer,  who  died  lately  j  paid  14061.  a  year  jfor  this 

jpurpofe  ;  t)ut  30ol.«  or  400L  common; 

•  »      ■ 

The  hiimber  of  cqWs  to  oiie  man^  geherally  front 
twenty  to  forty*  Let  at  one  cwt;  and  168.  per  cow^ 
or  ifcwl:;  of  butter^  and  i6s*  each,  foineone  cwt* 
I2S.  and  a  hog^  befides  one  fourth  part  of  all  the 
talves  a  year  old.  In  the  mountains,  half  cwt.  and 
5s.  Others  with  all  the  calVes  to  the  dairymen.  The 
dairymen's  privilege^  from  two  to  four  collops  kept 
for  them^  and  one  or  two  acres,  with  a  cabbin ;  thefe 
dairymen  live  vfcry  ihdifFerently,  their  privilegie  being 
all  their  profit,  and  fometimes  not  that*  The  farmer 
who  lets  the  cows,  niiift  keep  the  humber  to  fuch  as 
give  two  pottles  of  milk.  All  the  dairies  in  this 
County,  as  in  others,  in  the  bonny  clobber  method^ 
that  iSj  letting  the  milk  ftand  feveral  daysj  till  the 
creatn  comes  off,  by  taking  hold  of  it  between  th^ 
fingers  j  like  a  fkin  of  leather,  and  fome  till  it  is 
moldy,  the  remainder  bonny  clobber;  Forty  acres 
will  carry  twenty  cbWs  through  the  year*  The  cows 
are  in  general  of  the  fmall  oreed,  but  not  the  true 
Kerry,  for  many  have  been  brought  from  other  coun- 
tries. A  cow  fells  at  a  guinea  a  pottle  for  the  milk^ 
above  two  or  three  potties,  that  is  4I.  4s.  four  pottles^ 
5I.  5s.  for  five  pbttles,  given  at  one  meal.  A  little 
fattening  of  cows  and  fmall  bullocks,  but  the  hum-^ 
ber  not  great.     No  fheep  kepti 

As  to  manure  none  is  ufed  in  iht  vale,  except  their 
diing  for  potatoes^  but  upon  the  mountains  they  lime 
alittle^ 

H  h  2  TherS 
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There  is  a  colony  of  palatines,  that  have  feecii 
fixied  here  above  thirty  years  ;  there  are  now  fifteen 
or  fixteen  families ;  Colonel  Haffet  brought  thein 
from  the  county  of  Limerick,  and  fixed  them  here  zs 
little  farmers,  aiid  thefe  ftw "people*  coft*  him  arbove 
500I.  fettling.  He  gave  eath  i  cch¥,a'  horfc,  an4 
every  thing  thty  wahtcd  for  a  year,  aild  Ifet  the  land 
to  them  for  half  its  Value.  Thteir  iitlpf6vetAetit$ 
have  been  firft,  by  ploughing 'with 'a 'Wheel  |^ough, 
which  with  two  horfes  wdrks  eafily  witbolit  a  driver* 
They  brought  in  caM.  with  >^heels,  there  ^crc  onTy 
*  Hiding  ones  before.  'They  alfo  fow  sill  thfeirpotatoesr 
in  drills  with  the  plough,  and  alfo  plotigh  them  out, 
and  this 'with  great  fuccrifs.  But  nf)body' follows 
them. 

« 

Years  purchafebfiand  fixteen  toe^bteen.  Hents 
'  three  years  ago  fallen  exceedingly,  from  having  been 
'  too  high  let,  but  of  late  they  have'rifen  ag^in.     The 
rife  in  the  price  of  labour  from  tjiree-pence  and  four- 
pence  in  tWenty  years^  to  five-pence  and  fix-pence. 
Oyfters,    two-pence    to  three-pence    per  hundred^ 
near  Tradee' there  is  a  ftrand  fix  miles  long,  which 
is  on  a  bed  of  oyfters,  and  is  a  curious  objeS.     Lob- 
'  fters,  twelve  years  ago,  one  penny  each,  how  two- 
pence   to    four-pence,      Salmon,    three   halfpence 
woodcocks,   ten-pence  a  couple.     Partridges,  ten- 
pence  a  couple.     A  groufe,  one  (hilling.^    Whitings, 
one  penny  each.     Herrings,  three  a  penny.     iPlaice, 
turbots,  mullets,  .and  fome  folcs.    Potatoes,  is.  6d. 
'  per  cwt.  the  cheapeft,  medium,  2s.  6d.     Cabb'ihs  of 
ftone,  mortar*ahd  flate,  25I.     Many  orchards  in' this 
county,  give,  upon  an    average,    ten  hoglheads  of 
cyder  per  acre,   fome   fifteen;  they  reckon  young 
trees  the  beft,  from  12  to  20  years  old. 

The 
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The  ftate  of  the  poor  in  the  whole  county  of  Ker- 
ry reprefented  as  exceedingly  miferable,  and,  owing 
to  the  conduil  of  men  of  property,  who  are  apt  tQ 
lay  the  blame  on  what  they  call  land  pirates,  or. men 
who  ofFer  the  higheft  rept,  a^id  who,  in  order  to  pay 
this  rent,  muft,  and  do  re-let  all  the  cabbing  lands  at 
an  extravagant  rife^  which  is  afSgning  over  all  the 
cabbins  to  be  devoured  by  one  farmer.  The  cottars 
on  a  farm  cannot  go  from  one  to  another,  in  order 
to  find  a  good  mafter  as  in  England  :  for  all  the 
country  is  in  the  fame  fyftem,  and  r^o  red^-efs  tp  be 
found-  Su^h  being,  the  cafe,  the  farmers  are^  enabled 
tq  charge  the  price,  of  labour  as  low  as  they  pleafe, 
and  ra.te  the  land  as  high  as  they  like.  This  is^an  evil 
v^hj^h  opprefles  them  cruelly,  and  certainly  has  its  ori- 
gin in  its  landlord^,  when  tjiey  let  their  farms,  letting 
aj,l  t)ie  cabbins  w.ith  them  inflead  of  keeping  them 
tenants  to  tl^emfelyes..  Th^  oppreffion  is,  the  far- 
mer valuing  the  labour  of  the  poor  at.  4d,  or  5d.  a 
di^y^  and  paying  that  \v\  Ifind  rated  much  above  its 
value.  Owing  to  this,  the  poor  are  deprefled  5  they 
live  upon  potatoes  a;i4.  four  milk,  and  the  pooreft  of 
them  only  fait  and  >yater  to  them,  with  now  and.  then 
a.  herring.  Their  milk  is^  bought ;  for  very  few 
keep  cows^  fcarce  any  pigs,  but  a  few  poultry.. 
Their  circup^ftances,  a>e  incoinparably  worfe  than 
they  li^ere.  twenty  years  ago ;  for  they  had  all  cows, 
but  thei>  they  v^pjre  no.  lipen  :  all  now  ha#e  a  little 
flax.  To  d^pliB  evil?,  haye  been  o^ying  emigrations, 
whiph  havp  been  copfiderable. 

October  ift,  rode  over  the  mountain  improve- 
ments which  William  BJpnnerhaiTet,  Efq;,of  Elm 
Gi;ove,  has  made.  I  viewed  it  with  very  great  at- 
tention :  for  itprojedls  far  into  ^  mountain  of  heath, 
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that  lets  only  at  is.  an  acre.  I  faw  the  progrefs  of 
the  improvement  in  different  ftages.  He  has  done 
250  Irifh  acres,  and  inclofed  300  more,  and  has 
been  offered  20s.  an  acre  for  them,  but  the  farm-; 
houfes  were  not  built  i  at  prefent  he  has  four,  to 
^hich  he  purpofes  to  throw  the  ^hole. 

The  method  he  purfued  has  been  (irft  to  enclofe 
with  double  ditphes,  fqur  feet  deep,  and  five  br^^^ii 
and  the  ea^ th  but  of  both  thrown  on  to  a  parapet,  ten 
feet  broad,  and  fome  more,  planted  with  rows  of 
trees,  and  of  oilers,  the  expence  in  labour,  ^s.  a  perch. 
While  this  work  is  doing,  he  ploughs  nine  or  ten 
inches  deep,  and  as  foon  as  the  weathef  will  admit, 
burns;  then  be  fills  it  again. once  or  twice,  and 
burns  again ;  an^  before  the  laft  ploughing,  limes 
100  barrels  an  acre,  which  cofts  him  (burning  it 
bimfelf)  fixpence  a  barrel,  including  carriage  and 
fpreading  :  upon  this  l\e  fow3  cor(i,  has  tried  wheat,, 
rye,  and  oats,  but  oats  anfwer  the  befl: ;  has  tried 
potatoes,  and  they  did  pretty  well,  followed  theni . 
with  corn,  and  then  laying  it  outy  th^t  is,  leaving  it  to 
grafsitfelf.  The  other  is  to  fow  corn  as  long  as  it 
will  yield  any,  when  it  is  exhaufted,  to  lay  it  out 
two  or  three  years,  and  then  plough  and  lime,  tiake*. 
two  crops  of  corn^  and  lay  it  out  again ;  and  this 
way  he  thinks  is  the  beft,  from  the  experience  of 
forty  years,  for  fo  long  the  improvement  has  been 
making.  Trees  of  all  forts  have  grown  perfeft- 
ly  well,  but  the  afli  has  done  beft.  A  ploughing 
^oils  6s.  an  acre,  Gr^ffaning  find  burning,  d*  ah 
acre.  Mr.  Haffet's  ftock  at  prefent  on  this  farm, 
30  hbrfes,  mares  and  foals,  100  cows,  100  flieep, 
ioo  young  cattle,  8  plough  bullocks  :  a  noble  ftock 
of  cattle  for  a  fpot  which  was  all  heathy 
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Mr,  Blennerhasset  has  alfo  tried  lime-ftone 
fand,  over  one  part  of  a  field,  and  lime  upon  the  reft, 
fpread  hut  lately,  yet  the  appearance  is  much  in  fa* 
vour  of  the  fand. 

October  ad,  to  Ardfert  by  Tralec,  through  a 
continuation  of  excellent  land^  and  execrable  ma-^ 
nagement.  Mr.  Bateman  tried  rock  fait  on  grafs 
knd  for  a  manure,  half  a  ton  to  the  Englifli  acre, 
but  found  not  the  leaft  benefit  from  it.  But  of  lime 
he  has  ufed  large  quantities,  and  with  great  fucceft  ; 
burning  it  for  6d.  a  barrel,  in  a  ftanding  kiln  with 
turf,  four  eyes  or  fires  to  each ;  lays  on  50  barrels 
to  an  acre,  and. has  advanced  fome  land  by  draining 
and  liming,  from  5s.  to  20s.  an  acre^  t|ie  foil  a  cold 
ftiff  clayey  gravel, 

To  the  weft  of  Tralee  are  the  Mahagree  iflandsj^ 
famous  for  their  corn  produds ;  they  are  rock  and 
fand,  ftocked  with  rabbits ;  near  them  a  fandy  trad, 
12  miles  long,  and  one  mile  broad,  to  the  north^ 
with  the  mountains  to  the  fouth,  famous  for  the  heft 
wheat  in  Kerry.  lill  under  the  plough.  Their 
courfe: 

,  I.  Buck  potatoes;  a.  Barley.  3.  Wheat.  Alfo 
corn  on  fome  land,  without  any  intermediate  crop. 
Manure  for  every  crop,  if  potatoes  with  fea  weed, 
and  get  great  crops  }  they  get  ao  for  one  of  wheat 
and  barley.  All  grain  is  remarkably  early ;  they  have  ^ 
fown  Englifh  barley,  and  made  bread  of  the  crop^ 
in  fix  weeks ;  thefe  lands  let  at  14s.  or  15s.  an  acre, 
but  fome  much  higher.  Farms  are  large,  one,  two, 
^r  three  hundred  acres,  but  fome  are  ta]f:^n  in  part^ 
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wdhip^  I  was  afiured)  that  in  thefe  iflaisls,-  they 
Iiave  known  twO'  crop$  of  b^ley^ined  fr<mi  thtQ 
fame  land  in  ohe- year,  and  thb  fecond  betttp  thsCn  the 
iirft.  They  fowed  the  firft  of  april,  and  reskpei-  the 
middle  of  may,  and  immediately  fowed  a  fecond, 
which  they  raa{5ed  the  end  of  auguft.  This-  was 
done  by  Jc^n  Macdoitald^  of  Maharaghbegw 

AeritinC  at  Ardfert)  Lo^d  Crolby,  whofe  ^lite-* 
liefs"  r  have  eveiy  veafon  to  reitieniber,  'was  fo  obltg«« 
ing  as  to  cany  me  by  one  of  the  fineft^  ilr^ds  I  ever 
fodo up0ski^ to  vie^ theihoiith'of  the  Shannon  at  Bol^ 
lengary,'  the  fcite  df  an  old  fort :  it  is  r  vafb  rdckrfe- 
parated  from  tjie>  country  by  a  chafm  of  a  prodigtoitft 
depth)  through  which  the  waves  drive.  The  locks 
of  the  coaft  here  are  in  the  boldeft  ftilo;^  and;  hollowed 
by  the  furious  Atlantic  waves  into  caverns  in  which 
they  roar.  It  Wa^  a  dead  calm,  ytt  tht  fweU  was  fo 
^eavy,  that  the  great  wai^  foiled  in  and  broke  upon 
the  rocks  with  Aich  vicdence  as  to  raife  ail'  inimbnfe 
foam^  and  give  one-^n  idea  of  wbat  a*  ftorm  would 
be,  but  fancy  rarely  f<lUs  ihort  in  her  piAuses*  The 
view  of  the  Shannon  is  eteeedingly  noble ;  it  is  eight 
miles  over,  the  mouth  formed  by  two  headlands  of 
very  high  and  bold  clifts,  and  the  reach  of  the  river 
in  view  very  ex-tenfive ;  it  is  an  imnaenfe  fctnery« 
Perhaps^  the  nobleft  mouth  of  a  riVer  in  £uit)pe« 

GroSseb  in  the  way  a  large  bog,  highly  improve* 
abk,  hw  U>«k  little  fpots  takenr  in^^  witl^  heaps  of  fe^ 
UnA  for  carryui;g  it  on, 

-  LoR£>  GtttfDdi^t  ifianures  his  ground  with  lime,; 
fea  land,  a**  fca  w6e4,  tlife  laft  is  the  wdrft,  the  fan^ 
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beft.    Land  Jets  at  ras.  or  13s.  an  acre  on  an  average; 
it  rifes  from  ICS)  tO'20s. 

AftOF^RfP  is  very,  near  the  fea,  fo  near  it^.  that 
fmgle  trees  or  rows^  are  cut  in  pieces  with  the  wind^ 
yer  about  Lord  Glendour^s  houfe  there  are  exteilfive 
plantations'  exceedingly  fiburifliing,,  many  fine  alk. 
and  btiech ;  about  a  beautiful  ciflertian  abbey,  and  a 
filver  fir:  of  4&  yoai^  g^owdi,  e^  an  immenfe  height 
and  iise. 

OctORER  sdy  left  Afdfert,  aecdmpanylng  Lcnxt 
Croiby  to  Liftowel.  CaMed  in  the  way  to  view  Lixf 
paw,  the  aiicient  feat  06  the  earls  of  Kerry^  but  de- 
iieHed  for  ten-year^  paft,-  and  now  prefent»  fa  nidan*- 
cfaoly  a  fcene  of  defolation,  that  it  fhdcked  me  tb  fee 
it.  Every  thing  around  lies  in  ruin,  and  the  houfe 
itfelf  is  going  faft  off  by  thieving  depredations  of 
the  neigbourhood.  I  was  told  a  curious  anecdote  of 
this  eftate,  which  fhews  wonderfully  the  improve- 
ment of  Ireland  :  The  prcfcnt  Earl  of  Kerry's  grand- 
father, Thomas,  agreed  to  leafe  the  whole  eftate  for 
1500L  a  year,  to  a  Mr*  CoUis,  fir  every  but  dae  bar- 
gain went  oit^  upon  a  difpute,  whether  the  Qioney 
fiiould  be  paid  at  Corke  or  Dublin.  Thofe  very  Iamb 
are  now  let  at  20,000 1.  a  year.  There  is  yet  a  good 
deal  of  wood,  particularly  a  fine  afh  grove,  planted 
by  the  prefent  Earl  of  Shdfoume's  fistther. 

Proceeded  to  Woodford,  Robert  Fitzgerald's, 
Efq;  paffing  Liftowel  bridge,  the  vale  leading  to  it 
is  very  fine,  the  river  is  broad,  the  lands  high,  and 
one  fide  a  very  extenfive  hanging  wood^  opening  on 
thofe  of  Woodford  in  a  pleafing  ftile. 

Wood- 
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Woodford  is  an  agreeable  fcene ;  clofe  to  the 
houfe  is  a  fine  winding  rivier- under  a  bank  of  thick 
wood,  with  the  view  of  an  old  caftle  hanging  over  it, 
Mr.  Fitzgerald  is  making  a  confiderable  progrefs  iii 
rural  improvements ;  he  is  taking  in  mountain  ground, 
fencing  and  draining  very  completely,  and  introdu- 
cing a  new  hulbandry.  He  keeps  30  pigs,  which 
ftock  he  feeds  on  potatoes,  and  has  built  a  piggery 
for  them.  Turnips  he  cultivates  for  flieep,  and  finds 
they  anfwer  perfeftly.  Not  being  able  to  get  men 
who  underftand  hoeing,  he  thins  them  by  hand.  He 
has  five  acres  of  potatoes  put  in  drills  With  the 
plough,  and  defigns  ploughing  them  out :  they  look 
perfedly  well,  and  promife  to  be  as  good  a  crop  as 
any  in  the  trench  way.  The  common  courfe  in  this 
neighbourhood  is, 

I.  Potatoes.  2.  Potatoes,  3.  Wheat.  4.  Oats^ 
5.  Leave  it  to  grafs  and  weeds. 

Farms  are  very  much  in  partnerfhip,  and  im-« 
provements  exceedingly  backward  on  that  account. 
The  poor  live  on  potatoes  and  milk  all  the  yeac 
round,  but  are  rather  better  off  than  they  were 
twenty  years  ago.  The  labour  of  the  country  is  ge- 
nerally done  for  land  in  the  manner  I  have  fo  often 
defcribed,  rated  at  an  exorbitant  price,  to  pay  4d, 
in  winter;  5d.  in  fummer;  fome  6d.  round.  Three-i 
fourths  of  Kerry  mountain  and  bog,  at  is.  6d.  the 
refl  at  15s. 

In  1765,  Mr.  Fitzgerald  was  travelling  from  Con-. 
flantinople  to  Warfaw,  and  a  waggon  with  his  bag- 
gage, heavily  laden,  overfet;  the  country  people 
harneffed  two  buffaloes  hy  the  hornsj  in  order  to  draw 
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it  over,  which  they  did  with  eale.  In  fome  very  in-» 
ftruAive  converfation  I  had  with  this  gentleman,  on 
the  fubje£l  of  his  travels,  this  circumftance  particu-r 
larly  ftruck  me. 

October  4th,  from  Woodford  to  Tarbat,  the  feat 
of  Edward  Leflie,  £fq;  through  a  country,  rather 
dreary,  till  I  came  upon  Tarbat,  which  is  fo  much 
the  contrary,  that  it  appeared  to  the  higheft  advan- 
tage ;  the  houfe  is  on  th'e  edge  of  a  beautiful  lawn, 
with  a  thick  margin  of  full-grown  wood,  hanging 
on  a  fteep  bank  to  the  Shannon,  fo  that  the  river  is 
feen  from  the  houfe  over  the  tops  of  this  wood, 
which  being  of  a  l^roken  irregulai^  outline,  has  an 
effeA  very  ftriking  and  uncommon ;  the  river  is  two 
or  three  miles  broad  here,  and  the  oppofite  coaft 
forms  a  promontory,  which  has  from  Tarbat  exaflly 
the  appearance  of  a  large  ifland.  To' the  eaft,  the 
river  fwells  into  a  triangular  lake,  with  a  reach  open- 
ing at  the  diftant  corner  of  it  to  Limerick :  the  union 
of  wood,  water,  and  lawn,  forms  upon  the  whole  a  very 
fine  fcene ;  the  river  is  very  magnificent.  From  the 
hill,  on  the  coaft  above  the  ifland,  the  lawn  and 
wood  appear  alfo  to  great  advantage,  But  the  fineft 
point  of  view  is  from  the  higher  hill  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  houfe,  which  looking  down  on  all  thefe  fcenes, 
tlxey  appear  as  a  beautiful  ornament  to  the  Shannon, 
which  fpreads  forth  its  proud  courfe,  from  two  to 
nine  miles  wide,  furrounded  by  highlands :  a  fcenery 
tfuly  magnificent.  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Leflie's 
good  offices  fqr  the  following  particulars. 

Arable  land  about  Tarbat  lets  at  14s,  on  an 
average;  Mr.  Leflie,  in  1771,  let  feveral  farms  at 
77s.  ]3ut  the  fall  of  that  period  reduced  the  rents  3s. 

Farms 
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Farms  arc  from  50  acres  to  3  or  400 :  it  isxommon 
to  have  the  poor  people  hire  thon  in  partnerflup,.but 
oiUy  the  fmall  ones;  the  large  are  all  ftockfajrms. 
The  tillage  courfej 

I,  Potatoes^,  produce  08^  barrfsls*.  at.  16  pecks  each, 
aadithe  pcck:6olb»  or  2&>88olh4  in  aU<  2.  Pota^oes^ 
3;.  Oats%  4.  Lay  out  for  feyeral  years*  The  fecond 
crofi  of  potadtoes  mexe  numerous,  but  not.fo  larger 
tbey.  mantufQ  for  them  onfy  wid^  dung.  THc  oat& 
yield  fb&  bairefo,  each  26  ftone^  being  double  ones« 
Very  Ihtie  \«bcat  fown  but  by  gentlemen  or  large 
farmcTB,  who  bum  the  land;  plough  it,  and  burn 
the  tody  which  they  call  biaiing^  and  n^anure  with 
line  or  lea  find ;  40  barrels  of  lime  at  is.  The  ftone 
is  brought  from  an  ifl^nd  towards  Limerick.  They 
get  fand  at  the  fftme  ^ace«  Lime  dbes  beft  for  til« 
Iftge,  and  Ifasid  fbr  gratis.  The  ftock  farms  are  either 
under  dairies,  or  in  the  fucceffion  fyftem,  of  buying 
in  year  <4ds>,£rom  the  county  of  Clare,  and  keeping 
them  till  three  or  four  years  old,  the  heif^s.  till  Aey 
calve;  buy  at  a  guinea^  to  30s.  fell  from  31^  5s.  to 
4I.  los.  at  four  years  old.  There  sure  alfo  foikie  cqws 
fattened  :  bought  in  in  general  at  3K  or  3I.  los.  fell 
in  odx>ber  at  4I.  los.  to  5L  The  dairies  arefetto 
dftirybten,  the  price  is  one  cwt.  of  butter,  and  ios« 
to  15s.  born  money;  the  dairyman  has  all  the  calves, 
and  muft  fell  off  at  michaelmas.  His  privilege  is  a 
houfe  and  potatoe  garden,  and  grafs  for  a  cowr  for 
every  ten.  A  coUop  here,  is  one  cow>  one  horfe, 
two  yearlings,  fix  Iheep  -y  two- acres  to  feed  a  collop, 
and  fome  two  and  a  half.  Every  cabbin  has  a  bit  of 
flax,  which  they  fpin  and*  manufacture  fox  their  own 
ui(e,  there  being  (bme  weavers  difperfed  about  the 
country.     A  little  pound  yarn  is  fpld  befides  to  Li« 
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mwick,  but  not  much*     Some  VJ^ool  is  fpun  for  their 
own  ufe,  and  wove  into  fri^e^ 

The  ftate  of  tile  poor  is ^fomtthing  better  thaft  it 
Vns  twfenty  years  *ago,  particularly  their  cloalehing, 
cattle,  and  cabbtns4  They*  Kve  upon  potatoes 'and 
milk ;  all  have  cows  j  and*  when  ^ey- dry 'them,'  bay 
others.  'They  idfo  have  butter,  and  mbft  of  them 
keep  pigs,  killing  them  for  their  own  ufe*  They 
have  Wfb  herrings.  -They  are  in  gefttfraJ  in  the  cdftaf 
fyftem^  of  paying  for  labour  by  ^ffigriing  fwne  land 
to  each  cabbin.  -The  eouhtry 4s- greatly  morepopu-^ 
lous  than  twctity  years  ago,  aiid  lis  ^iww  incrc^fing ; 
and  if  ever  fo  many  cabbins- were  built  by  agradual 
increafe,  tenants-would  be  fouild'^foF  tfaemtf  A  cab- 
,b!n,arid  fiveacres  of  land,  will- let  for- 4L  a  year- 
The' indUftrious  cottar,  1  with  two,  three,  or-four 
atres,  would  be  exceedingly  gladto'havehis'^thne'to 
himfelf,  and  havefuch  an  anntml  addition- of  kmdas 
he  was  able  to  manage,  paying  a'faip  jfent  for  it; 
none  would  deeline  it-but  the  idle  and-worthkis* 

Tythes  are  all  annually  valued  by  the  proSors, 
and-  charged  very  high.  There  are  on  the  Shannon 
about  100  boats  employed  in  bri^gUig  turf  to  LJ- 
merick  from  the.  coaft  of  Kerry  and  Clare,  and  in 
^Q^iXtgi  the  former  carry  from  ao  to  25  tons,  the-lat-" 
ter  from  five  to  tefly  and  are  navigated  each-  by  twa 
men  and  a  boy# 

October  jth^pafTed  thrqugh  a  very  unentertain- 
ing  country  (except  for  a  few  miles  on  the  bankx>f 
the  Shannon]  to^AltaviUa,  but  Mr^  Bateman  being 
/rom  home,  I  was  difappointed  in  getting  an  account 
of  the  palatines  fettled  in  his  neighbourhood.  HEC^t 
the  road  to  Adair,  where  Mrs.  Qiiin,  with  a  polite* 
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nefs  equalled  only  by  her  undcrftanding,  procured 
me  every  intelligence  I  Wifhed  for. 

Land  lets  about  Adair  from  los.  to  40s.'  an  acre^ 
average  20Si  the  richeft  in  the  country  is  the  Corcaf- 
fes  on  the  Maag,  which  Icf  at  30s.  to  36s,  a  traft 
five  miles  long,  and  two  broad,  down  to  the  Shan- 
non, which  are  better  than  thofe  on  that  river ;  the 
foil  is  a  kind  of  yellow  and  blue  clay,  of -which  they 
make  bricks;  but  there  is  a  furface  of  blue  mold^ 
The  grafs  of  them  is  applied  to  fattening  bullocks^- 
from  7  to  8  cwt.  each,  and  an  acre  fats  one,  and  gives 
fome  winter  and  fpring  food  for  fheep.  When  they 
break  this' land  up,  they  fow  firft  oats,  and  get  20 
barrels  an  acre,  or  40  common  barrels,  and  do  not 
reckon  that  an  extra  crop ;  they  take  ten  or  twelve 
in  fucceffion^  upon  one  ploughing,  till  the  crops 
grow  poor,  and  then  they  fow  one  of  horfe  beans, 
which  refrefhes  the  land  enough  to  take  ten  crops  of 
oats  more;  the  beans  are  very  good.  Wheat  fome- 
times  fown,  and  the  crops  very  great.  Were  fuch 
barbarians  ever  heard  off 

In  the  common  courfe  of  lands  abolit  Adair,  the 
couries  of  crops  are, 

I.  Potatoes.  2*  Ditto.  3*  Wheat*  4.  Oats^ 
5.  Oats.    6.  Oats.     7<  Lay  out. 

1.  Potatoes.  2.  Ditto.  3.  Wheat.  4.  Wheat* 
5.  Oats.     6.  Oats.     7.  Oats.     8.  Lay  out. 

I.  Potatoes.  2.  Ditto.  3»  Wheat.  4.  Oats^ 
5.  Lay  out. 
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I'otatoes  they  plant  on  grafs  without  dung,  a  good 
crop,  60  barrels  to  an  acre,  at  8s.  a  barrel  average^ 
When  they  hire  it,  they  pay  fix  guineas  an  acre; 
they  dung  tillage  land  and  poor  lays  for  them.  Of 
wheat  they  fow  a  barrel  an  acre,  and  the  crop  in  ge- 
neral eight  to  ten  of  thofe  barrels*  Oats  they  fow 
two  to  an  acre^  and  get  twelve  to  (ixteen.  The  low 
moory  and  rulhy  bottoms  they  plough,  and  burn  the 
furrows ;  upon  that  burning  plough,  in  the  afhes,  and 
harrow  in  rape  feed,  a  pottle,  or  three  quarts  to  an 
acre;  never  feed,  but  keep  it  for  feed,  and  get  eight 
Briftol  barrels  an  acre;  it  fells  ufually  at  14s.  to  i8s. 
a  barrel^  they  fow  bere  afterwards,  the  produce  ten 
barrels  an  acre ;  then  a  crop  of  oats,  twelve  to  fix- 
teen  barrels,  and  then  leave  it  to  lay«  No  grafs  feeds 
ifown. 

Farms  rife  from  forty  acres  to  2000 1.  a  year; 
ifome  few  of  the  little  ones  are  taken  by  cottars,  in 
partnerlhip,  but  not  common  ;  the  large  farms  are  all 
ftock  ones*  Turnips  have  been  fown  mahy  years, 
but  by  few;  a  little  on  pared  and  burnt  land  in  the 
bottoms^  inftead  of  rape ;  the  crops  very  large  j  they 
give  them  all  to  fat  Iheep,  in  order  to  keep  their  fleih 
for  a  better  market  after  chriftmas ;  it  is  found  to  be 
a  very  advantageous  pradice,  but  not  increafing. 
No  hoeing.  Hemp  is  fown  a  little  by  the  palatines, 
but  by  few  others.  Flax,  by  every  cabbin,  in  order 
for  a  little  fpinning  for  their  own  ufe* 

TrtE  fyftem  of  the  ftock  farmers  is  in  general  dai- 
rying, but  upon  the  beft  lands  they  fatten  bullocks, 
cows  being  only  kept  on  lands  which  they  think  will 
not  do  for  bullocks.  The  cows  are  all  let,  and  paid 
fot  principally  by  butter^  one  cwt..  to  a  cow^  and 

255. 


',Stgs.  liom.iBOBsy*  rTke  daitymui's  privilege  Is  A' 
.cnrbbin^  lagaiidenof  an  9cre,  aad:tfae.g]3a&  of  acaw" 
onlioi&  to  every  twenty  cOrMes^  and  may  i^earihalf  .tbe 
calves^  ^aittd  :^keep  tketn  to  niwember  ^or  .chriftmas^ 
^o<6o4icre8^  24  cqwsj  ihorfc)  30/ihe^p;  this  is 
joft  t9ro  acns'  a  bead,  aitd  it'  is  <about  i^the^average  of' 
the  country*  The  ^iiymen  oue  fiot  in*  good:  circum'< 
ffiances,  making  a- isdefe  Itving.  The  f^ine  here  «rd 
•^f  >  a  }irge*^hke'£»rt^  ^nd  •  rife  to-two  cwt.  they  are 
^indllyt  fattened' <»n  potatoes,  i)Ut''have<fome  «iats  'St 
laft  to /harden- the' fati  A  great  tnanylheepj  the 
.f^ftem  i^'to-lceep  the  lanibs*  till  three  year  ^Id^tvethers^ 
^aiid  fdi  them  £at  at  •zosi  ^aeh;  -the^fie^ces  flbi 
TydieS)  i^heatr6s«  bariey '5s.  dats  4s«  rape-no  tythe* 
'P^atoes  8d<  to  iod«  mowing 'ground 'ts«(  to  3s.  <  Sleep 
2d.  each^ 

The  poor  people  4a  mjt  all  *  feeep  cc^w^,  fctit  ^Jl 

bavef-milk^  and  ptgs  and  poultry  ;* they  are  not  better 

€fff  than  twenty  year$  ago*     Of  a  potatoe- garden^ 

.one^alf  to  three- fetirlths  of  aa  acre  carries  z*  family 

^throttgh  the  year ;  -  they  live  entirely  iipon  theiQ,  feil^ 

Sng  their fngSrf     They  pay  ag^mea  for  a  cabbin,  and 

1X0  perch;   if  hUlf  ^an  acre,  2l.^2S^     A-\!dK>le  acre, 

;«nd  a:c«bbin  on  tpoor: ground,   3L  3$^  ^but ^not ' ib 

.  cheap  >  if  I  near  la  village,   i  Labour  paid  in  land  in  ge-* 

Jieial^.   Grafs  of  a  cx>llop;2l<-^2s.i  if  a  cow  hayed,  50S« 

• 

The  palatines  were  fettlcd'Awe  by  the  late .Lofid 
Southwell,  about  feventy  years  ago*  They  have  in 
..general  leafes  for  nhree  lives,  or  .31  years^  ancfaare  not 
cottars  to  any  farmer,  but  if  th^y^wockfor  th^m,  afe 
paid  in  money.  The  q.uantities  of  lai^d  are^  finally 
•and  fome  of^  them  baye;their  feeding  l^qd  in  common 
|}y.  agreement.     They  are  different  from  ^ho-Irifh  in 
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fcveral  particulai-s ;  th6y  pat  theit  potatoes  in  with 
the  plough  in  drills,  horfe-hoc  them  while  growing, 
and  plough  them  out.  One-third  of  the  dung  does 
in  this  method,  for  they  put  it  only  in  the  furrows, 
but  the  crops  are  not  fo  large  as  in  the  common  me- 
thod. They  plough  without  a  driver  j  a  boy  of 
twelve  has,  been  known  to  plough  and  drive  four 
horfes,  and  fome  of  them  have  a  hopper  in  the  body 
of  their  plo\ighs,  which  fows  the  land  at  the  fame 
time  it  is  ploughed.     Their  courfe  of  crops, 

I.  Potatoes;     2.  Wheat.     3.  Wheat.     4.  Oats. 

I.  Potatoes.     2i  BarleyV     3^  Wheat.    4.  Oats. 

In  which  management  they  keep  their  land  many 
years,  never  laying  it  out  as  their  neighbours  do* 
They  preferve  fome  pf  their  German  cuftoms  j  they 
ileep  between  two  beds.  They  appoint  a  burgomafter, 
to  whom  they  appeal  in  cafe  of  all  difputes  ;  and 
they  yet  preferve  their  language^  but  that  is  declining. 
They  are  very  induftrious,  and  in  confequence  are 
tnuch  happier  and  better  fed,  cloathed,  and  lodged, 
than  the  Iri(h  peafants.  We  muft  not,  however, 
conclude  from  hence  that  all  is  owing  to  this,  thefr 
being  independent  of  farmers,  and  having  leafes,  are 
circumftances  which  will  create  induftry.  Their 
crops  are  much  better  than  thofe  of  their  neighbours. 
There  are  three  villages  of  them,  about  feventy  fa- 
milies in  all.  For  fome  time  after  they  fettled,  they 
fed  upon  four  crout,  but  by  degrees  left  it  ofF,  and 
took  to  potatoes :  but  now  fubfift  upon  them  and 
butter  and  milk^  but  with  a  great  deal  of  oat  bread, 
and  fome  of  wheat,  fome  meat  and  fowls,  of  which 
they  raife  many.  They  have  all  offices  to  their  houfes^ 

Vot.  J;  li  that 
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that  is,  ftables  and  cow-houfes^  and  a  lodge  for  thefr 
ploughs^  &c.  They  keep  their  cows  in  the  houfe  in 
^nter,  feeding  them  iipon  hay  and  oat  ftraw.  They 
are  remarkable  for  the  goodnefs  and  clcafilincfs  of 
their  houfes.  The  women' are  very  induftrious,  reap 
the  corri,  plough  the  ground  fometimes,'  and  do 
whatever  work  may  be  going  on  ;•  they  alfo  fpin, 
and  make  their  children  do  the  fame.  Their  wheat 
is  much  better  than  any  in  the  counfry,  infomuch 
that  they  get  a  better  price  than  any  body  elfe.' 
Their  induftry  goes  fo  far,  that  jocular  reports  of  its 
excefs  are  fpread  :  in  a  very  pinching  feafon,  one  of 
them  yoked  his  wife  againft  a  horfe,  and  went  in  that 
manner  to  work,  and  firriflied  a  journey  at  plough* 
The  induftry  of  the  women  is  a  perfed  contraft  to  the 
Irifti  ladies  in  the  cabbirts,  who  canhot  be  perfuaded, 
on  any  confideration,  even  to  make  hay;  fi!ot  being 
the  ciiftom  of  the  country ;  yet  they  bind  corn,  and 
do  other  works  more  laborious^  Mrs.  Quin,  who  is 
ever  attentive  to  introduce  whatever  can  contribute 
ia  their  welfare  and  happinefs,  offered  many  pre- 
miums to  induce  them  to  make  hay,  of  hats,  cloaks^ 
"ftockings,  &c.  but  all  would  not  do; 

Few  places  have  fd  tnuch  wood  as  Adair:  Mr. 
Quin  has  above  1066  acres  in  his  hands,  in  which  ^ 
large  proportion  is  underwood.     The  deer  park  of 

•  400  acres  is  almoft  full  of  old"  oak  and  very  fine 
thorns,  of  a  great  fize;  and  about  the  houfe  the 
plantations  are  very  extenfive^  of  elm  and  other  wood, 
but  that  thrives  better  than  any  other  fort.-  I  have 
no  where  feen  finer  than  vaft  numbers  here.  There 
is  a  beautiful  river  runs  uftder  the  houfe,  and  within 

^view  arc  no  lefs  than  three  ruins  of  francifcan  fri- 

ariesj 
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aries*,   two  of  them  remarkably  fine,   and  one  has 
moft  of  the  parts  perfeft,  except  the  roof* 

In  Mi*.  Quin's  houfe,  there  are  fome  very  good 
piftures,  particularly  an  annunciation,  by  Domini- 
cino,  which  is  a  beautiful  piece.  It  was  brought 
lately  from  Italy  by  Mr.  Quin,  junior.  The  colours 
are  rrch  and  mellow,  and  the  airs  of  the  heads  inimi- 
tably pleafing  ;  the  gf  oup  of  angels  kt  the  top,  to  the 
left  of  the  piece,  are  natural.  It  is  a  piece  of  great 
merit.  The  companion  is  a  magdalen ;  the  expref-- 
fioh  of  melancholy,  or  rather  mifery,  remarkably 
ftrong.  There  is  a  gloom  in  the  whole  in  full  unifon 
with  the  fubje£l.  There  are,  befides  thefe,  fome 
others  inferior,  yet  of  merit^  and  two  very  good  por- 
traits of  Lord  Dartry,  (Mrs.  Quin's  brother)  and  of 
Mr.  Quin,  junior,  by  Pompeio  Battoni>  A  piece  in 
an  uncommon  ftile,  done  on  oak,  of  Efther  and 
Ahafuerus  :  the  colours  tawdry,  but  the  grouping 
attitudes  and  efFeft  pleafing. 

October  7th,  to  Caftle  Oliver,  by  Rruff,  pafling 
through  a  very  fine  trad  of  rich  reddifh  loam.  The 
Right  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver  was  affiduous  to  the  laft  de- 
gree to  have  me  completely  informed.  About  his 
feat,  the  foil  is  brown  ftone  on  different  flate  ftrata, 
mountainous  j  the  mountain  tops  are  thrown  into  the 
bargain ;  mountain  farms,  tops,  bottoms  and  fides, 
IS.  an  acre;  furze  land  reclaimed,  fome  from  15s. 
to  20S.  Farms  of  all  fizes,  but  the  occupying  te- 
nants have  from  15  to  100  acres,  fome  300.  Th«i 
courfe  of  crops : 
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I.  Potatoes.  2.  Potatoes,  3.  Potatoes.  4.  Oate^r 
5.  Oats.  6.  Oats.  7.  Lay  out :  fometimes  oiAf 
two  of  potatoes. 

They  manure  for  potatoes  with  all  the  dung  they 
can  get.  Very  little  under  tillage,  and  the  grafs 
applied  chiefly  to  dairies.  In  one  particular  they  are 
very  attentive ;  which  is,  to  conduct  the  mountain 
fireams  into  their  grafs  lands ;  cutting  little  channels, 
to  introduce  the  water  as  much  as  poffihle  over  the 
whole ;  and  though  it  comes  from  a  poor  mountain 
of  brown  (tone,  or  turf,  yet  the  benefit  they  find  to 
be  very  great.  This  is  a  general  cuftom  among  all 
the  little  occupiers  j  and  they  are  frequently  coming 
to  Mr.  Oliver,  with  complaints  of  each  other  for  di- 
verting or  ftealing  one  another's  ftreams.  This  is  an 
inftance  of  excellent  hufbandry,  which  I  do  not  re-* 
coIle£l  meeting  with  before  in  Ireland.  They  al- 
ways mow  it  the  year  they  water  it,  and  their  crops 
of  hay  two  ton,  or  2i  an  acre.  They  do  not  re- 
claim any  mountain,  but  fometimes  a  little  furze 
land  for  potatoes.  They  have  fome  lii^e-ftone  fand ; 
but  being  at  a  diftance,  they  ufe  it  in  fmall  quanti- 
ties, a  few  barrels  an  acre  fown  for  potatoes,  which 
is  efFedlual  in-  preventing  them  from  being  wet  or 
rotting.  The  ftate  of  the  poor  people  better  in  thefe 
mountainous  tradts  than  upon  the  rich  flats  of  Li- 
merick, from  there  being  more  employment  and 
greater  plenty  of  land  for  them.  Some  few  farmsi 
taken  in  partnerfhip.  The  cattle  fyftem  is  generally 
dairying  cows,  which  are  all  let  to  dairymen.  There 
lias  been  a  fall  in  rents  fince  177 1-2,  of  2s.  3s.  or 
4s.  an  acre,  but  it  is  not  falling  at  prefent.  Build- 
ing a  cabbin.41.  to  51.     Ditto  ftone,  flate,  &c.  25I. 

Rela- 
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Relative  to  the  rich  lands  of  this  country,  they 
are  principally  found,-  firft  in  the  barony  of  Small 
County,  which  is  rich ;  Coonagfa  has  much  ^  Cofhlea 
it  great  ^ic^al,  and  much  mountain ;  Clanwilliam,  a 
good  fhare.  The  rich  land  reaches  from  Charleville, 
zt  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  to  Tipperary,  b.y  Kil- 
fenning,  a  line  of  twenty-five  miles,  and  acrofs 
from  Ardpatric  to  within  four  miles  of  Limerick, 
16  miles.  BrufF,  Kilmailock,  aiud  Hofpital  have 
very  good  land  about  them;  the  quantity  in  tha 
whole  conjectured  to  be  100,000  acres»  It  is  in  ge- 
neral under  bullocks,  but  there  is  fome  tillage  fcat- 
tered  about,  to  the  amount  probably  of  a.  fifteenth  of 
the  whole ;  the  rents  are  fjrom  25s.  to  jlos*  but  average 
30s.  an  acre^ 

The  county  of  Limerick,  befides  the  rich  grazing^ 
has  a  light  lime-ftone  land  for  fheep  and  cows,  at 
t5s.  to  20S.  There  are  alfo  yellow  clays,  from  los. 
to  20S.  alfo  middling  land  of  furze  and  fern,  from 
10S.  6d.  to  il.  IS.  Some  mountain  is.  likewife  fif- 
teen miles  of  corcafies  on  the  Shannon,  two  to  three 
jniles  broad.  Average  of  the  whole  county,  20S> 
The  county  of  Tipperary,  iSs^ 

As  to  the  foil  I  am  able  to  fpeak  of  it  particularly^ 
for  Mr.  Oliver  was  fo  kind  as  to  ride  throug}i  a  great 
variety  of  it,  a  man  with  a  fpade  folloyr}ng  to  dig ; 
the  fineft  in  the  country  is  upo^  the  roots  of  moun- 
tains ;  it  is  a  rich,  mellow,  crumbling,  putrid,  fandy 
loam,  eighteen  inches  to  three  feet  deep,  the  colour 
a  reddifh  brown.  It  is  dry  found  land,  and  would  do 
for  turnips  exceedingly  well,  for  carrots,  for  cabba- 
ges, and  in  a  word  for  every  thing.  I  think  upon 
jhe  whole,  it  is  the  richeft  foil  I  ever  faw,  and  fuch 
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as  is  applicable  to  every  purpok  you  can  wi£l^  ;  it  wiH 
fat  the  largeil  bullock,  and  .at  the  fame  time  dq 
equally  well  for  (heep,  fo/  tUlfige,  for  turnips,  for 
wheat,  for  be^s,  and  in  a  ^ord,  for  every  crop  an4 
circumftance  of  profitable  huib^ndry. 

The  lower  lands  are  wetter,  ^nd  under  them  a 
ycUow  clay,  whereas  in  the  upper,  it  is  fandyJoam 
to  a  confiderable  depth.  The  rent  in  Engla^d  would 
be  confiderably  higher  than  this  of  the  bullock  land 
in  Ireland*. 

The  farms  are  of  all  fixes.  The  bullock  farms 
rife  to  600  acres,  which  quantity  i$  a  Ivge  farm  j 
but  there  are  many  fmall  ones  under  cottars  and  dai-r 
rymen  :  the  general  run  in  flocking  is  a  bullock  of 
four  and  a  half  to  feven  cwt.  average  five  hundred 
and  a  half  to  the  acre,  and  quarter  for  the  fununer's 
grafsj  b\it  their. not  generally  having ^a  bullock  to 
an  acre,  is  owing  to  their  keeping  fheep  and  calves 
fo  late,  even  to  June.  The  winter's  hay  amounts  to 
about  a  rood,  bcfides  the  acre  for  the  fummer  food, 
Thefe  beafts  are  bought  in  at  autumn,  at  three  or 
four  years  old,  average  price  5I.  they  are  fed  regu- 
larly through  the  winter  with  hay  every  day  in  the 
fields  where  they  are  to  be  fatter>ed  in  fummer  ;  they 
chufe  the  dry  fields  for  it,  but  ftill  mifchief  is  done 
by  it^  All  the  hay  is  flacked  in  the  fields  for  this 
purpofe.  The  time  of  felling  autumn.  The  profit 
they  make  per  bullock,  on  an  average,  about  three 
guineas.  The  principal  winter  fyftem  is  buying 
calves,  at  il.  is.  toal.  2s.  keeping  them  till  may,.and' 
then  felling  them  at  20s.  to  30s.  profit,  but  give  tjjem 
a  bellyful  of  their  beft  hay.  A  great  many  fheep  are 
^\(o  feat  to  be  wintered  from  Tipperary,  which  is 

extraor- 
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extraordinary,  as  iktijc  own  lands  are  m\ic\i  drier 
than  thofe  of  Limerick  ;  th^y  Jp  this  by  hiring  farms 
for  the  purpoie.  This  is  one  of  the  moft  profitable 
^ticles  ;  they  bring  the  fpjring  lambs  in  oftpber,  and 
keep  them  till  may,  and  then  fend  them  back  to 
Tipperary,  and  they  afc  JUAiph  better  than  others 
Jeft  there. 

The  graziers  are  many, of  them  rich,  but  gene- 
rally fpeaking,  not  fo  ii^uch  from  the  immediate 
profit,  as  from  advantageous  leafes.  I  wanted  much 
to  be  informed  of  their  profit,  but  it  is  ej^ceedingly 
difficult  to  come  near  it,  for  not  a  grazier  in  the 
country  but  denies  his  making  any  thing  confidera- 
ble :  this  is  fuppofed  to  be  a  great  piecC  of  ;art,  but  I 
jam  very  apt  to  think  the  truth  not  fo  far  from  tlje  de- 
claration, at  leaft  as  well  as  I  am  able  to  judge  from 
the  information  I  have  received^ 

Rent  of  an  ^cre  and  a  half  for  a  bullock       212     6 
Gountv  cefs,  at  6d.         -         -         -         -008 

Mowing  and  making  ope-third  of  an  acr^ 

of  hay  -         -         -         -         -         -030 

A  bullock  5I.  intereft  at  fix  per  cent.  -060 
J^abour  ^s.  6d.  an  aipre     r      r        r        r    p    2    3 


Profit  on  a  bullock        »        * 
Winter  food,  two  flaeep  at  5s, 


Expences    -        -        *        -        -        - 
Profit  -         ^        •         -         -         . 
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From  this  is  to  be  deduded  the  whole  of  chances, 
the  lofs  of  cattle,  &c.  and  from  what  I  was  able  tq 
pick  up,  I  have  reafon  to  believe  that  it  doesrnot  ex- 
ceed I  OS.  an  acre  at  moft.  The  fum  necefiary  to 
ftock  6U  an  acre*  I  muft  obferve  that  the  pnofit  is 
very  low  for  land  to  yiel4,  which  is  of  fuch  extra- 
ordinary fertility  ;  it  is  of  that  foil  which  would  da 
very  well  for  tillage,  for  though  it  is  not  dry,  yet  it 
has'not  the  wetnefs  of  our  EngHfh  clays,  and  would 
in  a  courfe  of  good  tillage,  pay  infinitely  better,  as 
every  perfon  muft  admit,  who  are  at  all  acquainted 
with  the  wet  lands  of  Norfolk,  SufFolk,  Effex,  &c. 
I  am  however,  very  far  from  recommending  it,  for  if 
the  Irifh  tillage  fhould  be  introduced,  the  very  con- 
trary would  be  the  cafe,  and  the  landlord  fuffer  ex- 
ceedingly from  his  eftate  being  exhaufted.  In  no 
past  of  Ireland  have  I  feen  more  carele&  management 
than  in  thefe  rich  lands.  The  face  of  the  country  is 
that  of  defolation ;  the  grounds  are  over-run  with 
thiftles  {carduus)  ragwort,  (fenecio  jacoboea)  &c.  to 
exceis  ;  the  fences  are  mounds  of  earth,  full  of  gaps  ; 
there  is  no  wood,  and  the  general  countenance  is 
fuch,  thi^t  you  muft  examine  into  the  foil  before  you 
will  believe  that  a  country,  which  has  fo  beggarly  an 
appearance,  can  be  fo  rich  and  fertile. 

To  {hew  the  rife  of  land.  Sir  Harry  Hartftonge 
has  a  farm  of  400  acres,  which  his  grandfather  let  in 
.1676,  at  4s.  6d.  an  acre,  and  thought  fo  dear  that  an 
offer  of  a  fcore  of  (heep  and  two  goats  were  oflfered 
tobeofF;  it  would  let  now  at  30s.  I  had  this  faft 
from  himfelf.  The  breed  of  cattle  here  is  all  long 
horned.  There  are  fonfle  cows  fattened  alfo,  but  not 
near  fo  many  as  oxen^     Likcwife  fome  dairies,  which, 

ajre 


CASTLE    OLIVER*       489 

^e  let  for  one  cwt.  of  butter,  and  20s.  horn  money. 
The  dairyman's  privilege  is  two  or  three  cows,  ,a 
^abbin  apd  a  g^den.  The  number  feldom  above  a 
fcore;  but  the  men  are  found  fo  troublefome  and 
impofing,  that  the  owners  have  taken  a  diiFerent 
jnethod,  and  employed  dairyy^omen  on  tlieir  own 
account^ 

Great  quantities  of  ^^x  fown  by  all  the  poor  and 
little  farmers,  which  is  fpun  in  the  country,  and  a 
good  deal  of  handle  cloth  made  of  it.  This  and 
pigs  are  two  great  articles  of  profit  here ;  they  keep 
igreat  nun>bers,  yet  the  poor  in  this  rich  tra£l  of 
(Country  ar^  very  badly  off.  Land  is  fo  valuable, 
that  all  along  as  I  came  from  Bruff,  their  cabbint 
are  generally  in  the  road  ditch,  and  i^umbers  of  them 
without  the  leaft  garden  ;  the  potatoe  land  being  af- 
iigned  them  upon  the  farm  where  it  fuits  the  mafter 
J>eft.  The  price  they  pay  is  very  great,  from  4I.  to 
5!.  an  acre,  with  a  cabbin ;  and  for  the  grafs  of  a 
cow,  40s.  to  45s.  They  are,  if  any  thing,  worfe  off 
than  they  were  20  years  ago.  A  cabbin  and  an  acre 
of  land  40s.  and  the  grafs  of  two  cows,  the  recom- 
pence  of  the  year's  labour :  but  are  paid  in  different 
places  by  an  acre  of  grafs  for  potatoes  at  51.  Thofe 
who  do  not  get  milk  to  their  potatoes,  eat  muftard 
with  them,  raifing  the  feed  for  the  purpofe.  The 
population  of  the  country  increafes  exceedingly,  but 
moft  in  the  higher  lands  ;  new  cabbins  are  building 
every  where.  The  tillage  in  thefe  rich  lands  con- 
(ift  in,  ^ 

I.  Potatoes.     2.  Potatoes.     3.  Barley.    4.  Wheat. 
<j.  Oats.     6.  Oats. 

I.  Po* 


^ 
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I.  Potatoes.  2.  Potatoes,  (On  fpots  f  or  J  acre 
flax  after  the  fecond  potatoes.)  3.  Wheat.  4.  Bar- 
ley. 5.  Oats.  6.  Oats.  7.  Oats.  8.  Oats.  9.  Lay 
it  out.  ' 

Mr.  Oliver  has  known  150  Briftol  barrels,  each 
four  buihels  heaped  of  potatoes,  which  make  fix 
bufhels,  or  900  from  an  acre.  The  weight,  ftrike 
meafure,  15  ftone.  The  common  crop,  1 50  heaped 
barrels,  at  4s.  average  price.  Opinions  differ  much,^ 
whether  the  fecond  crop  is  better  or  worfe,  but  from 
one  praftice  they  have,  I  am  clear  which  .it  muft  be ; 
for  they  truft  to  the  fmall  potatoes  left  in  the  ground 
as  feed,  which  are  neceffarily  irregular:  and  I  have 
found,  by  various  trials,  that  a  flice  of  a  middling  pQ-» 
tatoe  is  far  better  than  a  whole  fmall  one, 


Potatoes, 

* 

1            ■  *' 

• 

/;.  s. 

d. 

Rent        -         -         -         - 

- 

»r 

5  13 

8 

Seed,  16  barrels  and  a  half,  at  los. 

*m 

2  15 

0 

Cutting  feed      -         -         .- 

- 

m 

0  5 

6. 

Digging     -      -         -         . 

- 

- 

0  14 

0 

Carrying  put     *.         -         -, 

*» 

1. 

0   2 

6 

Trenching  and  fowing 

^n 

"*•■ 

.     I     5 

0 

Weeding 

"* 

t 

0  10 

0 

Digging  out     -         •- 

^» 

^ 

I    10 

0 

Gathering         -  '       - 

- 

^ 

0  10 

0 

Carrying  home    '       -         - 

«• 

- 

0    9 

6 

Houfing      -      -  •      ^        ^ 

- 

.* 

0    6 

0 

Picking      -      -         -         - 

- 

- 

0  16 

0 

'lythe        .        .         -         ^ 

•» 

■ 
m 

0  12 

0 

> 

IS    3 

2 

Crop. 


H 

16 

10 

20 

0 

0 

15 

3 

2 

4 

16 

10 

CASTLE    OLIVER.        4931 

Crop. 

£.  s.  d: 

150  barrels,  at  4s.  each      -        -        -       30  o  o 

Expences  '        -         -         -         '^         "       ^S  3  ^ 

Profit       -.-•-- 

100  barrels,  at  4s.  each.     -         -         • 
Expences  -         -         *         -. 

Profit       P        ■        «        9        « 


The  Briftol  barrel,  which  is  here  charged  at  4s.  is 
heaped.,  and  weighs  22  fto^e.  The.  quality  of  the 
corn  raifed  on  thefe  rich  lands  is  much  better  thaa 
any  other  in  the  country  j  the  quantity  of  barley, 
per  acre,  12  Briftol  barrels. 

Mr.  Ryves,  a  gentleman  of  the  neighbourhood, 
I  had  the  pleafure  of  meeting  at  Caftle  Oliver  :  on 
3I  acres  fowed  nine  bufhels  of  here,  from  which  he 
had  III  Briftol  barrels,  ftriked  meafure.  Of  wheat, 
the  crops  fluftuating,  but  a  middling  one  12  barrels. 
Mr.  Ryves  has  had  20  of  oats,  generally  15.  All  thefe 
props  are  with  good  tillage ;  there  are  many  who  do 
not  get  near  fo  much. 

There  is  a*  bolting  mill  at  Limerick,  at  Annf- 
grove,  at  Marlefieldj  at  Clonmel,  at  Caftle  Hyde,  at 
Newport :  hence  therefore  there  is  no  want  of  a  mar- 
ket in  this  country  for  corn.  I  was  furprized  to  find 
that  land,  in  this  rich  country,  fells  at  as  many 
years  purchafe  as  in  mountain'  tracts.  Limerick  is 
famous  for  cyder ;  the  fineft  cakaggee  is  at  Mr.  Wal- 
ler's, 
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Jcr's,  Mr.  Mafley's,  Mr,  Weftropc*s,  Mr.  Monfon's, 
^c.  .  The  foil  of  the  orchards  thin,  on  lime-ftone* 

Mr>«  Oliver  has  prai^ifed  hufbandry  oq  a  pretty 
extenfive  fcale.  A  coniiderable  part  of  his  land  is 
improved  mountain,  which  he  grubbed  and  cleaned  of 
fpontaneous  rubbi(h,  and  manured  with  lime-ftone 
Hand ;  and  then  cultivated  fon>e  for  corn,  and  fome  for 
turnips  :  where  the  land  is  boggy,  he  burns,  \n  order 
to  get  rid  of.  that  foil  which  he  confiders  as  worth  but 
little.  Whatever  he  fow»,  the  land  runs  at  once  im-r 
iQiediately  to  thick  fine  grafs,  even  on  the  mountain 
top ;  fo  that  a  ftubble  will,  in  the  firft  year,  yield  z 
great  crop  of  hay.  A  ftrong  proof  how  adapted  this 
country  is  to  pafturage.  In  the  breed  of  cattle  he 
lias  been  very  attentive,  purchafmg  bulls  and  cows^ 
at  the  expence  of  20  guineas  each,  of  the  long-horne4 
Lancalhire  breed,  and  from  them  has  bred  others. 
I  faw  two  exceeding  well-made  bulls  of  a  year  old 
of  his  breeding,  which  would  have  made  a  confix 
derable  figure  in  Leicefter(hire.  Turnips  he  has  cul- 
tivated for  many  years,  applying  them  chiefly  to 
feeding  deer,  but  he  has  fattened  fome  iheep  on  them 
with  good  fuccefs.  Hollow  draining  he  has  praSifed 
upon  an  extenfive  fcale,  and  laid  a  large  trail  of  wet 
l^d  dry  by  it. 

Mr.  Oliver  planted  a  colony  of  palatines  15 
years  ago,  from  about  Rathkeal,  66  families  in  one; 
year,  which  made  700  proteftapts,  on  his  own  eftate. 
Fixed  them  upon  fpots,  of  from  13  to  30  acres  ea,ch» 
charging  them  only  two-thirds  of  the  rent  which  he 
could  get  pf  others  -,  built  houfes  for  them  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  above  500I.  gave  them  leafes  for  three 
Jives.  The  benefit  has  been. introducing  much  til- 
lage j, 
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lagej  in  proportion  to  their  little  farms,  they  till 
much  mor^  than  the  Irifh.  They  drill  their  potatoes, 
and  on  ftiibble  land  worn  out.  Houfe  their  cattle, 
feeding  them  with  hay,  and  raifing  thereby  dung. 
They  are  cleaner  and  neater,  and  live  much  better  5 
are  better  cloathed,  and  all  of  them  have  neat  little 
kitchen  gardens.  Many  of  them  labour  for  nobody  but 
themfelves,  and  none  of  them  conftantly  for  others, 
being  employed  principally  on  their  own  farms.  They 
live  partly  on  four  crout. 

Castle  Oliver  is  a  place  almoft  entirely  of  Mr. 
Oliver's  creajtion*;  from  a  houfe,  furrounded  with 
cabbins  and  rubbiih,  he  has  fixed  it  in  a  fine  lawn, 
furrounded  by  good  wood.  The  park  he  has  very 
much  improved  on  an  excellent  plan ;  by  means  of 
feven  feet  hurdles,  he  fences  off  part  of  it  that  wants 
to  be  cleaned  or  improved,  thefe  he  cultivates  and 
leaves  for  grafs,  and  then  takes  another  fpot,  which  is 
by  much  the  befl  way  of  doing  it.  In  the  park  is  a 
glen,  an  Englifh  mile  long,  winding  in  a  pleafing 
manner,  with  much  wood  hanging  on  the  banks. 
Mr.  Oliver  has  conduced  a  ftream  through  this  vale,  . 
and  formed  many  little  waterfalls  in  an  exceeding 
good  tafle,  chiefly  overhung  with  wood,  but  in  fome 
places  open  with  feveral  little  rills  trickling  over 
ftones  down  the  flopes.  A  path  winds  through  a 
large  wood  and  along  the  brow  of  the  glen ;  this 
path  leads  to  an  hermitage,  a  cave  of  rock,  and  to 
fome  benches,  from  whi<!:h  the  views  of  the  water  and 
wood  are  in  the  fequeftered  fUle  they  ought  to  be^ 
One  of  thefe  little  views,  which  catches  feveral  falls 
under  the  arch  of  the  bridge,  is  one  of  the  prettlefl 
touches  of  the  kind  I  have  feen*     The  vale  beneath 

the 
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the  haufe,  when  viewed  from  the  higher  grounds,  vi 
pleafing  ;  it  is  very  well  wooded,  there  being  many 
jjiclofures^  furrounded  by  pine  trees,  and  a  thick  fine 
mafs  of  wood  rifes  from  them  up  the  mountain  fide, 
makes  a  very  good  figure,  and  would  be  better,  had 
not  Mr.  Oliver's  father  cut  it  into  viftos  for  fliooting; 
UpoR  the  wholej  the  place  is  highly  improved,  and 
when  the  mountains  are  planted,  in  which  Mn 
Oliver  is  making  a  confiderable  prbgrefs,  it  will  be 
magnificent* 

Ik  the  houfe  are  feveral  fine  pi^ures,  partrcularly 
five  pieces  by  Seb.  Ricci,  Veifia^,  and  ^neas'j  * 
Apollo  and  Pan,  Venus  and  Achilles-;  and  Pyrrhus 
and  Andromache,  by  Laz^erini  5  and  the  rape  of  the 
Lapithii  by  the  centaurs :  the  laft  is  by  much  the 
iineft,  atod  is  a  very  capital  piece  j  the  6xpreffion  is 
flrong,  the  figures  are  in  bold  relief,  and  the  colour- 
ing good.  Venus  and  Achilles  is  a  pleafing  piftirre ; 
the  continence  bf  Scipio  is  well  groftped,  but  Scrpio^ 

• 

as  in  every  pi£lUre  I  ever  fawof  him^  has  no  ^x- 
pcefiion^  Indeed,  chaftity  is  in  the  countenance  fo 
pajjivi  a  virtue  as  not  to  be  at  all  fuited  to  the  ge- 
nius of  painting  |  the  idea  is  rather  that  of  infi-^ 
pidity,  and  accordingly  Scipio's  expreffion  is  gene- 
rally infipid  enough.  'Two  fine  pieces,  by  Lucca 
Jordano,  Hercules  and  Anteus ;  Sampfon  killing  the 
lion :  both  dark  and  horrid,  but  they  are  highly  fi- 
niflled  and  ftriking*  Six  heads  of  old  men,  by  No- 
gari,  excellent ;  and  four  young  women,  in  the  cfaa* 
racier  of  the  feafons.  . 

October  9th,  left  Caftle  Oliver.     Had  *  I  fcA^ 
Iowe4  my:  inclination,  my  ftay  would  have  been 

much 


T    I    ^    P    E    R    A    R    Y.        49|, 

much  longci-j  for  I  found  if  equally  the  refideilce  6t 
entertaihinent  and  inftru3iea.  Pafied  through  Kil-^ 
fennan  and  Duntrelcague,  ia  my  way  to  TippeMry* 
The  road  leads  every  .where  4m  the  fides  of  the  hillsi 
fo  as  to  give  a  very  diitin£t  view  of  the  lower 
grounds ;  the  foil  all  the  way  is  the  fan>e  fort  of 
fandy  reddiih  loam  I  have  already  defcribed,  incom- 
parable land  for  tillage :  as  - 1  advanced,  it  greM^ 
fomething  lighter,  ahd  in .  many  plates  frde  fr<>ni 
gravel.  Bullocks  th^  ftock  all  the  way.  Toward* 
Tipperary  I  faw  vaft  numbers'  of  fheepi  aiid  many 
bullocksi  All  ithi$  line  of  country  is  part  of  the 
famous  ^Iden  Vale.  To  Thomas  Town,  where  I 
was  fo  unfortunate  as  not  to  find  Mr.  Mathew  at 
home;  the  domain  is  1500  English  acres,  fo  well 
planted,  that  I  could  hardly  belifeve  myfelf  in  Ire- 
land. There  is  a  hill  in  the  park,  from  which 
the  view  of  it,  the  country  and  the  Galtiqs,  are 
firiking. 

To  the  Earl  of  Clanwilliam's,  where  I  was  jparti- 
cularly  fortunate  in  meeting  Meffrs.  Macarthy  and 
Keating,  fons  to  two  of  the  greateft  farmers  that 
ever  were  in  Ireland*  The  country  is  all  under 
flieepj  and  the  foil  dry  fandy  loam.  The  iheep 
fyftem  of  Tipperary  is  to  breed  and  keep  the  lambs 
till  three-year  old  weathers^  fat,  and  fell  them  atj 
26s.  at  2tvL  average ;  keep  the  eure  lambs,  and  cull 
the  0ld  ftock,  felling  an  equal  number  of  fat  ewes  at 
threp  to  four  years. old,  the  average  price  20s.  in 
October  the  wool  of  all  the  ftock  in  geneu-al  aiAount» 
to  th««&  fleeces,  per  ftone,  of  i61b.  or  6s.  a  head ^ 
Froftr  hence  to  Clonmell  there  are  many  flieepj 
to  Gttllen  in  Kilkenny,  three  or  four  miles  beyond 

Thurles, 
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ThtirleS)  within  two  fililes  of  CuUcii,  diree  or  four 
and  twenty  miles  N.  to  S;  and  from  CuUen  td 
within  three  miles  of  Callen,  which  is  30 :  gene*, 
rally  fpeaking^  this  is  all  iheep,  but  there  are  many 
fpots  in  in  it  where  bullocks  are  fed*  The  ftock 
mixed  with  iheep  are  vfualty  calves,*  bought'  in  at 
iix  to  eight  months  at  30s.  to  40s.  average  32s;  and 
when  they  are  three  years  old,  fend  them  t6  the 
richer  lands  in  the  county  of  Limerick,*  (where 
every  Tipperary  grazier  has  a  farm)  to  fat;  When 
they  have  not  enough  of  their  own  rearing,  they 
buy  three-years  old  at  BaHynafloe,  and  fatten  them 
in  Limerick.  In  general,  this  land  will  carry  three 
to  five  fheep  to  the  acre^  and  bear  fome  calves  be- 
fides.  One  aere  and  three  quarters  carry  a  bullock 
the  year  through,  half  an  acre  of  it  for  hay* 

Atrangemm  0^  a  ftock  bf  2^500  Jhtep: 

500  ewes 

500  lambs 

500  boggarts 

500  two-year  old 

250  fat  weathers 

250  ewes,  added  to  ftock,  inftead  of  2^6  older  ernes* 
ii~      fold  off 
2500  at  5  to  an  acre  500  acres' 

*  £.    s*    ^• 

250  fat  wethers,  at  26s.     -        -        -     324  18    a 

250  culled  ewes,  at  20s.   -        -        -    250^    O    9 

flooo  fleeoesy  at  6s.    -^        -        «        -    600    o    o 
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A  part  of  the  ftock  of  fat  wethers  is  kept  over 
from  o<9:ober  to  the  fpring^  for  the  Dublin  market^ 
not  merely  for  the  high  price,  but  becaufe  under-* 
'lings,  and  not  fat  in  autumn,  and  fell  for  lefs  than 
the  reft)  feldom  more  than  19s.  or  20s*  To  1000 
iheep  a  gratier  in  this  neighbourhood  has  30  acres  of 
turnips,  in  order  to  feed  this  part  of  his  Wether  ftock. 
Mr.  Macarthy  with  8000  (heep,  has  feldom  more 
than  30  acres.  This  fyftem  will  be  further  explained 
by  Mr.  Allen's  ftock, 

1,200  acres  —  2,000  fheep,  beddes  lambs  —  Sells 
aoo  four-year  old  wethers,  dt  26s.  —  20d  three-year 

olds,  at  26s.— — 100  barren  ewes,  at  i8s.- 2,000 

fleeces,  at  5s. — -400  two-year  olds  — 400  year  olds-<-* 
500  brood  ewes — 500  lambs — Land  to  feed  this  flock, 
1000  acres.  Alfo  120  bullocks — 40  cows  and  fpayed 
heifers  and  working  bullocks  for  work,  milk  and 
breeding  —  30  horfes,  mares,  &c.  —  30  labourers,  5 
fhepherds— 20  acres  of  wheat-- 10  barley— ^10  oats— 
10  turnips  —  8  potatoes — 60  mowing  ground — Rent 
of  this  large  traA  of  iheep-land  from  20$.  to  25s. 
an  acre. 

.  Farms  are  generally  large,  commonly  3  or  4000 
acres,  and  rife  up  to  1 0,000,  of  which  quantity  there 
is  one  farm,  Mr.  Macarthy's,  of  Spring-  houfe,  near 
Tipperary,  and  is  I  fuppofe  the  moft  confiderable 
one  in  the  world.  Here  are  fome  of  the  particulars 
of  it ; 

9,000  acres  in  all — I0,oool.  rent'— 8,000  (heep— 
2,000  lambs— 550  bullocks— 80  fat  coWS— 2d,00ol. 
value  of  ftock— —200  yearlings —— 200  two-year 

Vol.  I.  K.k  olds-- 
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olds  —  200  three-year  olds  ^— 8b  plough  bullocks-^ 
1 80  horfes,  mares  and  foals— 150  to  200  labourers*** 
200  acres  tillage. 

Mr.  Richard  Dogherty,  of  Locklogher,  fold 
76  bags  of  wool  at  5001b,  to  6oolb.  each  this  year. 
The  lofs  of  iheep  and  cattle  one-half  per  cent.  No 
folding.  For  hiring  and  ftocking  5].  an  acre.  A 
ihepherd.  is  allowed  four  cows,  a  horfe,  a  cabbin,^ 
and  three  acres  of  garden,  and  as  much  hay  as  they 
like  for  their  cattle. 

Slaughter  at  Corke  of  cows  and  bullocks  on«i 
doubtcdly  leAcncd.  The  increafe  of  tillage  is  in 
Tipperary  owing  to  bolting  mills* 

The  quantity  of  tillage  in  this  country  trifling, 
but  the  crops  are  large;  there  are  feveral  courfes. 
The  turnip  hufbandry  often  upon  burnt  land,  fomp 
on  lime  and  fallow,  and  fome  on  fallow  alone« 

I.  Turnips.  2.  Fallow.  3.  Wheat.  4.  Oatsw 
5.  Oats,  6.  Oats.  7.  Oats.  8.  Oats.  9.  Oats. 
10.  Lay  it  out. 

I.  Turnips.  2.  Fallow.  3.  ^Potatoes.  4.  Bere, 
5.  Wheat.     6.  Oats.     7.  Oats.     8.  Oats.    9.  Oats. 

I.  Bum  for  rape  feed.  2.  Potatoes.  3.  Wheat. 
4.  Oats.  5.  Oats.  Lay  out.  And  fometimes  they 
take  two  crops  of  wheat.     They  never  hoe  turnips. 

Mr.  Dsxter,  of  CuUeb,  has;  a  ram,  half  a  guinen 
a  leap,  and  great  numbers  of  ewes  werc^fcnt  to  him, 
the  breed  much  improiciug. 

Produce 
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Produce  of  potatoes  80  to  lOO  Briftol  barrels,  at 
.5s.  average  price,  and  the  poor  people  pay  five  to  fix 
guineas  for  the  land*  They  often  take  two  crops 
with  adding  fortie  feed,  paying  the  fatne  price  for  the 
fecond  \  the  fame  for  turnip  land  burnt ;  .grafs  po- 
tatoes not  generally  known.  The  quantity  of  wheat 
10  barrels  to  15. — Bere  15  to  18. -^Barley  I2  to  18.-^ 
Oats  12  to  15.  Their  turnips  they  feldom  fow 
before  the  12th  of  July*  Their  manures  are  lime 
and  lime-ftone  gravel,  the  gravel  for  crops,  and  lime 
for  grafs  j  they  ufe  it  on  lime-ftone  land,  and  with 
great  fuccefs.  The  foil  a  mellow,  dry  fandy,  or  gra*- 
velly  loam,  on  lime-^ftone  or  lime-ftone  gravel.  Much 
bog  in  this  country,  that  of  Allen  comes  in  a  line 
through  the  Qj^ieen's  County  to  within  three  miles  of 
CaftieL  One-fifth  of  Tippcrary  mountain,  the  reft 
20s»  an  acre*  Land  fells  at  20  years  purchafe* 
Rents  have  faljea  four  or  five  fliiHings  an  acre  fincc 
1771  and  1772* 

Price    of   Cattle. 

Ye  AiiLiKG  bullock,  3I.  to  3I.  los.  Store  bullock, 
61*  to  7I*  Fat  ditto,  icl.  to  12L  Front  on  a  bul-^ 
lock,  4L  to  4I*  ics.  A  bullock  far  of  ten  guineas, 
weighs  6c wt* 

NewtowXj  250  acres,  a  farm  of  Mr.  Dogherty's, 
Under  bullocks  from  may  to  novemberj  and  11 00 
lambs  all  winter  through. 

I  HAD  heard  much  of  the  late  Mr.  Keating*s  farm, 
of  Garranjad,  as  the  largeft  that  ever  was  }  his  fon 
gave  me  the  following  particular^  of  it : 

K  k  2  io,oooI. 


500 


TIPPERARY. 


io,oool.  a  year  rent.  13,800  Irifli  acres.  3,000 
head  of  black  cattle.  16,300  fheep.  300  horfes. 
500  couple  of  ducks.  300  turkies.  90  hogiheads 
of  cyder  a  year.  He  had  moft  of  the  ground  from 
Golding  to  Clonmel.  CoUops  here  in  order  are: 
I  horfe.  6  iheep.  i  cow.  i  fat  bullock.  2  year-^ 
•lings.     3  calves. 


To  Cullen,  Newtown,  Palace,  Carrick  on  Lifh^ 
rent  30s.  an  acre.  Reipeding  the  ftate  of  the  poor 
in  this  country  they  are  paid  by  a  cabbin,  and  one 
■acre  and  a  half  of  land,  for  which  they  are  reckoned 
41.  and  for  grafs  of  a  cow  2I.  2s.  They  live  upon  po- 
tatoes and  milk ;  generally  have  cows,  but  not  all, 
and  thofe  who  have  not  buy,  but  very  many  of  them 
have  for  the  half  year,  only  potatoes  and  fait.  They 
all  keep  pigs.  They  are  juft  as  they  were  20  years 
ago.  Prices,  wheat  is.  id.  per  ftone.  EngliOi  bar- 
ley, lod.  Oats,  6d.  fiere,  vd.  Hay,  il.  2s.  qd* 
a  ton. 


Rape  is  very  commonly  fown  upon  burnt  land ; 
they  ndver  feed  it,  but  let  it  ftand  for  feed,  of  which 
they  get  12  to  15  barrels,  and  it  fells  at  i6s.  a  barrel. 
Burning  I  Ihould  explain,  is  only  the  remaining  turf 
after  two  ploughings,  the  firft  in  november,  and  after 
chriftmas  a  crofs  ploughing  i  harrow  in  march,  and 
burn  in  may. 

■ 

AccoMPAMED  Lady  Clanwilliam  in  a  drive  thro* 
her  plantations  ;  fhe  has  planted  a  broad  margin  for 
feveral  miles  round  a  domain  (which  his  Lordfhip 
walled  'in  with  intention  of  building.)  and  done  it 
with  equal  tafte  and  fucccfs.  The  attention  fhe  has 
given  to  tliis  rational  amufement,  and  the  fenfible  and 

agreeable 


D    U    N    D    R    U    M.  501 

Agreeable  manner  in  which  Ihe  renders  every  tree  in- 
terefting  by  her  defcription  and  remarks,  are  formed 
to  fet  off  a  female  cbarader  in  a  Ijght  at  leaft  as  re- 
fpediable  and  as  amiable  as  the  moft  brilliant  exhi*^ 
bition  that  a  capital  can  witnefs.  The  twig  which 
ihe  plants  with  her  hand,  and  nourifhes  by  her  care, 
will  not  difappoint  her  in  the  pleafure  ihe  expeAs  ;  it 
will  thrive  with  her  attention,  and  greet  her  with 
its  friendly  ihade :  when  will  Dublin  prove  as 
grateful  ? 

October  12th,  to  Lord  de  Monta!t*s,  at  Dun- 
drum,  a  plac-e  which  his  Lordihip  has  ornamented  in 
the  modern  ilile  of  improvement :  the  houfe  was 
iltuated  in  the  midil  of  all  the  regular  exertions  of  the 
laft  age.  Parterres,  parapets  of  earth,  ftraight  walks, 
knots  and  dipt  hedges,  all  which  he  has  thrown 
down,  with  an  infinite  number  of  hedges  and  ditches, 
filled  up  ponds,  &c.  and  opened  one  very  noble  lawn 
around  him,  fcattered  negligently  over  with  trees, 
and  cleared  the  courfe  of  a  choaked  up  river,  fo  that 
it  flows  at  prefent  in  a  winding  courfe  through  the 
grounds.  He  continues  this  work  of  drefling  the 
fields  contiguous  to  him,  to  give  them  a  neat  appe^r'- 
ance,  and  advances  in  it  every  year ;  even  his  tillage 
lands  are  all  kept  in  the  fame  neat  manner,  with 
fences  new  done,  and  the  whole  carrying  the  moft 
cultivated  appearance. 

« 

His  Lordfhip's  fyflem  of  hufbandry  is. an  admi- 
rable one ;  it  is  in  the  great  outline  to  take  farms 
into  his  own  hands,  as  the  leafes  expire,  to  keep 
them  for  improvement,  and  when  done  to  relet  them, 
This  is  the  true  agriculture  for  profit  for  a  landlord : 
he  has  upon  this  fyflem  improved  near  iooo  acres, 

K  k  3  Throwing 
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Throwing  down  the  old  mifcrable  fences,  which  fplit 
the  farms  into  little  fcraps  of  fields,  and  made  new 
ditches  for  drains  and  water-courfes,  difpofed  the 
•new  fields  to  the  beft  advantage,  drained  them  with 
ftone  drains  where  wet,  broke  up  fuch  of  the  grafs  as 
was  bad,  cultivated  it  enough  to  bring  it  into  pioper 
order,  and  laid  it  down  again  to  meadow  5  there  can*, 
not  be  a  better  fyftem,  or  more  calculated  at  the  fami 
time  to  ornameiit  ^  country,  and  improve  his  owrt 
cftate.  *  ' 

His  Lordffaip  hasalfo  followed' feveral  praftices  in 
farming,  which  haye  proved  of  grc^t  fervice ;  among 
Others,  keeping  hogs  upon  clover.  He  had  a  mii^d 
to  fliew  the  couritrymen  th?it  they  might  fedep  many 
hogs  (a  very  advantageous  ftock  ito  them)  by  means 
pf  cloyer  J  he  kept  four-  fows  and  twertty-four  pig^ 
jhe  fummer  through  on  one  acre,  by  which  he  made 
lol.  produce.  A  cleir  proof  that  the  hiifbandry 
would  be  highly  advantageous  with  this  vie^. 

Turnips  he  cultivates  upon  a  very  large  fcale  j 
was  the  firft  who  had  them  here  on  ftubbles  :  he  has 
30  or  40  acres^  and  ievery  year  has  a  large  quan-f 
tity  ;  drills  them  with  a  v^y  cheap  fimpk  drill,  his 
own  inventto|i,  and  thins  them  out  by  hand,  br  hoes 
them.  I  viewed  his  crop,  and  ifound  them  very  re- 
gular, and  qf  a  gopc}  fize  ;  the  leavefe  of  thH  Wholfe 
of  a  remarkable  deep  green,  without  any  yellow 
ones  :  'more  fo,  I  think,  than  is  common  in  England, 
and  I  obferved  the  fame  circumftahce  v?ith  the  other 
crops  I  faw.  He  ufes  them  for  feeding  arid  fattening 
^eep,  giving  them  on  cliy  grais  land  j  alfo  for  Rail- 

feeding  bullocks,  and  finds  the  advantage  of  both 

ufe§. 
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ttTes'fo  great,  that  he  does  hot  know  what  hrrftoitfd 
do  without  them*- 

Ik  the  winter  management  of  his  cattley:be  pxx>^ 
ceeds  on  very  different  principles  from  what  is  com- 
tnoil  in  JreWd  y  inAeadbf^fe^din^  thim».ab¥09(di  and 
for -that  purpofe  ftackipg.th^  hay  about  the^eld^,  he 
ties  them  up  in  flails^  of  which  he  has  m^liyo-aml  iS 
erecting  more  : !  he  ties  upi  above  100  head V  in  i^v'bicfa 
he  finds  the  greateft  advitsitage^'  both  in  the  cattle, 
faving>food  j  and  yioHing  dUng.  The  bre^d  of  ihetp 
be  has  begiin  to  change,  from  the  lon^-logg^d  Tip* 
perary  to  the  fliort  legs  of  Leicefter&ire  j  has  fe- 
veral  tups  of  that  breed,  and  finds  that  the  change  is 
of  the  bi^eil  confcquence- ;  Folding,  he  ha^  prac- 
ti(pd  with  the  greateft  fuccefs.  The  breed  o(  hogs 
he  has  alfo  changed  to  the  Berkfhire,  and  has  one  of 
the  fineft  boars  of  that  breed  I  have  feen^     ^ 

Cabbages  he  cultivated  for  feveral  .years,  but 
finds  them  burft  too  foon  to  be  of  confiderable  ufe  j  . 
turnips  much  better  ;  but  Reynolds's  turnip-cabbttge 
he  finds. excellent  for  )atc  fpring  food ;  has  eight  acres 
of  very  fine  ones  this  year,  which  coft  him  juft  20I. 
labour  of  manuring  included. 

Lord  de  Montait  keeps  200a  acres  in'' his 
hands,  1500  (heep,  40  plough  bullocks,  12  cows,  Sic^ 
His  Lordfliip,  for  '  the  pufpofe  of  draining'his  clay 
lands,  ploughs  and  /hovels  them  up  into  broad  high- 
lands, fo  as  to  form  regular  fegmehts  of  circles,  in 
the  manner  praitifed  in  fome  counties  in  England ; 
he  does  this  that  the  furrows  may  be  drains  to  the 
land,  for  French  drains  will  not  run,  owing  to  the 
ftiifnefs  of  the  clay.     He  has  not  much  of  this  land, 

JC  k  4  however  i 
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htmnrtr  %  for  in  general  his  foil  is  the  rich  red4ifli 
fandy  loam  of  the  golden  vale.  He  does  much  of 
his  ploughing  with  the  plough  of  Warwick  and 
Shropihire,  and  finds  it  anfwers  very  well. 

Thb  mountain  lands  of  Tipperary  one-feyenth  of 
the  county,  the  reft  lets  fit  20$.  an  acre  on  an  average. 
There  is  fome  woollen  manufa£tory  fcattered  tjirough 
it,  efpecially  atThurles,Tipperary,Clonmel,&c.  Mr, 
John  Penning,  near  Colchin,  employs  30  combers. 
The  year's  purchafe  of  land  20,  was  25  fome  years 
ago.  The  fall  owing  partly  to  the  expeAation  of  an 
abfentee  land-tax* 

October  13th,  leaving  Dundrum,  paflTed  through 
Cafhel,  where  is  a  rock  and  ruin  on  it,  called  the 
rock  of  Calbel,  fuppofed  to  be  of  the  remoteft  anti- 
quity. Towards  Clonmel,  the  whble  way  through 
the  fame- rich  vein  of  red  fandy  loam  I  hive  fo  often 
mentioned ;  I  examined  it  in  feveral  fields,  and  found 
it  to  be  of  an  extraordinary  fertility,  and  as  fine  tur- 
nip land  as  ever  I  faw.  It  is  much  under  fheep  \  but 
towards  Clonmel  there  is  a  great  deal  of  tillage. 

The  firft  view  of  that  town  backed  by  a  high  ridge 
of  mountains,  with  a  beautiful  fpace  near  it  of  in- 
clofures,  fringed  with  a  fcattering  of  trees,  was  very 
pleafing.  It  is  the  beft  iituated  place  in  the  county 
of  Tipperary,  on  the  Sure,  which  brings  up  boats  of 
ten  tons  burthen.  It  appears  to  be  a  bufy  populous 
place,  yet  I  was  told  that  the  manufa£lure  of  woollens 
is  not  confiderable.  It  is  noted  for  being  the  birth- 
place of  the  inimitable  Sterne.    Within  two  miles 

of 
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of  it  is  Marlefield,  the  feat  of  Stephen  Moore,  Efq; 
celebrated  in  Ireland  for  bis  uncommon  exertions  i|i 
every  branch  of  agriculture.  It  was  not  without  the 
greateft  concern  that  I  found  him  abfent.  Seeing 
this  gentleman  however  in  London  afterwards,  he 
was  l^ind  enough  to  favour  me  with  the  following 

particulars:         , 

» 

His  mill  was  built  feven  years  ago,  and  coft 
l,5,oOoK  the  wages  of  the  millers,  including  candles, 
coals,  foap,  tallow,  &c.  7  or  800I.  a  year :  it  con- 
tains nine  pair  of  ftones  for  wheat,  and  four  for  oat- 
meal :  it  has  a  very  complete  apparatus  for  fifting, 
cleaning,  &c.  and  granaries  of  uncommon  magnitude, 
holding  10,000  barrels  :  began  to  be  worked  with 
only  3000  barrels  of  wheat  in  a  year,  which  has 
rifen  gradually  to  20,000  barrels  in  1776,  a  very 
ftrong  proof  of  the  great  increafe  of  tillage  in  that 
neighbourhood.  Very  much  of  it  is  between  Clonmd 
and  Cafhel,  in  which  trad  there  was  formerly  more 
flieep  in  one  pariih,  than  now  in  three ;  alfo  much  in 
the  Corke  road  to  Cloheen,  but  no  mountain-heach 
ground  improved-  The  change  has  been  from  iheep 
and  bullocks*  He  has  a  profped  of  doing  yet  more, 
and  at  the  fame  time  that  other  mills  have  beea 
creded  that  grind  much,  perhaps  the  whole  is  not 
fcort  of  40,000  barrels.  The  farmers  do  not  brilig 
their  wheat  from  a  greater  diftance  than  16  miles. 
Mr.  Moore  finds  it  necefiary  to  kila*dry  all.  I 
mentioned  to  him  the  bad  colour  of  all  the  wheat  in 
bis  own,  and  every  other  mill  in  Ireland,  he  attri-* 
bated  it  only  to  wet  harvefts.  He  fends  his  ilour  to 
Dublin,  on  the  bounty,  which  rather  itiore  tha^ 
*|)ays  the  exp'ence  of  carriage.  Never  exports  on  his 
9Wn  account^  but  fends  a  little  to  Waterford.     It 

goes 
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goes  to  Dublin  iti  cars,  which  takes  each  eight  to 
ten  cwt.  that  is  from  four  to  five  bag^.  lie  ufed  t6 
pay  3s.  a  Cwt.  ift  winter,  and  36.  6di  in  Aifrtmer  for 
84  miles^  but  ndw  the  price  is  2s,  5d.  ih  fummer,' 
and  3s.  in  winter.  Mr.  Moore  tried  Englifli  broad- 
wheeled  waggons^  with. high  priced  ftrong  hot-fes, 
but  they  did  not  anfwer  at  all :  he  has  found  the  cacs 
to  carry  much  greater  loads. 

He  has  not  found  that  the  premium  has  overftocked 
the  Dublin  market,  which  he  attributts-Cd  there  bew 
ing  an  export  from  Dublin,  not^thilanding  fuch 
exported  corn  receives  no  bounty.  The  bran  Mr, 
Moore  applies  to  breeding  and  fattening  hogS)  con^ 
trary  to  the  practice  of  moft  other  mills,  who  having 
tried  it,  have  given  that  praftice  up.  He  has  thirty 
breeding  fows  and  fix  hundred  pigs,  which  are  fed 
and  fattened  entirely  on  it,  and  the  fat  is  firm  and 
good.  The  price  of  bran  is  is.  id.  the  fix  ftone, 
and  the, hogs  anfwer  fo.well,  that  he  would,  contradl 
.for  other  bran  to  be  delivered  him  at  that  price,  in 
'Crdej:  to  ufe  it  in  this  manner.  He  does  not  depend 
'entirely  on. breeding  his  own,  but  buys  many  ftorei. 
He  is  lentircly  in  the  Berkfliire  breed,  which  he  finds 
•much  fuperior  to  the  Irilh,  I  obferved  his  hogs, 
and  thought  them  very  fine  ones.  His  fovs  bring 
threfe  litters  each,  feven  pigs  on  an  average,  in  a  year 
and  a  quarter  -,  fells  them  at  half  a  year  to  two  yeafs 
old,  putting  them  to  fat  as  foon  as  thev  have  done 
growing;  but  when  there  is  a  great  demand,  fats  thetti 
young.  The  average  fat  pig,  two  cwt,  at  from  20s.  to 
30s*  a  cwt.  medium  25s.  The  dung  is  a  confidera- 
ble  profit ;  he  finds  it  beyond  any  other.  He  has 
given  bran  alfo  to  fatting  ftore  cattle,  having  builtftalls 
for  diat  purpofe  j  gives  them  hay  tjU  when  near  fat, 

then 
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then  leaves  off  the  hay.  His  working  horfes  are  fed 
tn  bran  entirely,  no  oats. 

Mr.  Moore  contrafts  for  bifcuit,  which  he  bakes 
in  large  quantities,  and  bread  for  the  whole  town  of 
Clohmell,  He  has  eight  ovens  going  for  bifcuit. 
Starch  he  alfo  makes  large  quantities  of.  Adjoining 
his  flour  mill,  he  has  erefted  a  rape  mill,  for  making 
oil  J  the  feed  is  all  raifed  in  the  neighbourhood.  The 
cake  fells  at  48s.  a  ton,  and  is  exported,  feme  to 
Holland,  but  moil:  to  England,  for  manure.  He  has 
tried  feeding  beafts  with  it,  but  it  will  not  do  at  ^11  ; 
they  would  have  died.  This  faS  has  long  been 
kno^n  in  England.  It  is  the  cake  of  lint  feed  that 
fattens.  We  have,  however,  very  florid  wrrtefs  of 
t^is  agt,  who  fpeak  of  oxen  fattening  bil  rape  cake  a§ 
^  common  thing, 

«  Mr.  Moore's  husbandry  is  alfo  worthy  of  confider-: 
able  notice.  His  principal  attention  has  been  given 
to  cattle  i  feyenteen  years  ago  he  imported  Leicefler- 
ihire  r^^ms,  Northampton  fl:al lions,  and  a  Craven 
bull  from  England,  and  has  at  different  times  fince 
had  bulls  from  Bakewell  and  others,  and  has  himfelf 
fold  yearling  bull  calves,  from  lol.  to  30I.  a  piece, 
and  rams  from  lol.  to  40!,  .  Long  experience  has  told 
Jiim  that  the  long  Ihornfed  Craven  breed  of  cattle  is 
preferable  to  any  other,  I  enqufred  particularly  into 
the  qtianltity  of  milk,  becaufe  the  common  objeition 
is  their  not  giving  much.  Sir  William  Ofborne,  as 
well  as  Mr.  Moore,  aJTured  me  that  he  had  (cch  one 
of  them  milked,  and  the  milk  meafured  feventeei^ 
(Quarts  at  one  meal ;  but  the  average  fix  to  ten  quarts 
at  a  meal,  which' is  neither  better  nor  worfe  than  the 
f oinipoh  cows  of  tjie  country :  but  ?he  milk  is  n^uch 

better 
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better  and  thicker,  and  yields  more  butter  than  that 
of  the  Holderneffe.  I  examined  his  bulls,  cows,  and 
oxen,  with  attention ;  he  has  a  bull  which  deferves 
every  commendation  for  ihape  ;  and  three  or  four  out 
of  fix  or  fevcn  prime  cows  1  faw,  were  very  beautiful 
ones. 

Of  Iheep  he  keeps  lOOO,  that  is  200  ewes,  200 
year-olds  ;  200  two-year  olds  ;  200  barren  ewes,  and 
200  lambs.  He  fells  every  year  200  two-year  old  fat 
wethers,  and  100  barren  ewes;  the  wethers  in  oflo- 
ber,  at  28s.  and  the  ewes  in  the  fpring,  at  25s.  His 
fleeces  are  7  lb.  each  on  an  average,  at  is.  per  lb. 

Turnips  he  has  cultivated  for  fome  years,  up  to 
30  acres  in  a  year,  broad  caft,  has  not  hoed,  from 
Anding  them  very  good  without.  He  both  draws  and 
feeds  on  the  land.  He  has  had  cabbages  alfo,  but 
never  more  than  two  acres,  finds  them  more  expen- 
five,  but  do  not  go  fo  far  as  turnips. 

To  Sir  William  Ofborne's,  three  miles  the  other 
fide  Clonmell.  From  a  charafter  fo  remarkable  for 
intelligence  and  precifion,  I  could  not  fail  of  meet- 
ing information  of  the  moft  valuable  kind.  This 
gentleman  has  made  a  mountain  improvement  which 
demands  particular  attention,  being  upon  a  principle 
very  different  from  common  ones. 

• 
Twelve  years  ago  he  met  with  a  hearty-looking 

fellow  of  forty,  followed  by  a  wife  and  fix  children 

ih  rags,  who  begged.     Sir  William  queflioned  hi^n 

upon  the  fcandal  of  a  man  in  full  health  and  vigour, 

fupporting  himfelf  in  fuch  a  manner:  the  man  faid 

he  could  get  no  work ;   Come  along  xvith  me^  I  will 

Jhcw 
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fiavD  yau  a  fpot  of  land  upon  which  I  will  build  a  calhin 
for  yeu^  and  if  you  like  it  you  Jhall  fix  there.  The  fel- 
low followed  Sir  William,  who  was  as  good  as  his 
word  :  he  built  him  a  cabbiny  gave  him  five  acres  of  ^ 
a  heathy  mountain,  lent  him  four  pounds  to  ftock 
with,  and  gave  him,  when  he  had  prepared  his 
ground,  as  n^uch  lime  a^  he  would  come  for.  The 
fellow  flouriihed ;  he  went  on  gradually ;  repaid  the 
four  pounds,  and  prefently  became  a  happy  little 
cottar :  he  has  at  prefent  twelve  acres  under  cultiva-  ' 
tion,  and  a  ftock  in  trade  worth  at  leaft  Sol.  his 
name  is  John  Conory. 

The  fuccefs  which  attended  this  man  in  two  or 
three  years,  brought  others,  who  applied  for  land, 
and  Sir  William  gave  them  as  they  applied.  The 
mountain  was  under  leafe  to  a  tenant,  who  valued  it 
fo  little,  that  upon  being  reproached  with  not  culti- 
vating, or  doing  fomething  with  it,  he  affured  Sir 
William,  that  it  was  utterly  imprafticable  to  do  any 
thing  with  it,  and  offered  it  to  him  without  any  de- 
dudbion  of  rent.  Upon  this  mountain  he  fixed  them ; 
gave  them  terms  as  they  came  determinable  with  the 
leafe  of  the  farm,  fo  that  every  one  that  came  in  fuc- 
ceffion  had  fhorter  and  fliorter  tenures ;  yet  are  they 
fo  defirous  of  fettling,  that  they  come  at  prefent, 
though  only  two  years  remain  for  a  term. 

In  this  manner  Sir  William  has  fixed  twenty-two 
families,  who  are  all  upon  the  improving  hand,  the 
meaneft  growing  richer ;  and  find  themfelves  fo  well 
oiF,  that  no  confideration  will  induce  them  to  work 
for  others,  not  even  in  harveft  :  their  induftry  has  no 
bounds  ;  nor  is  the  day  long  enough  for  the  revolu- 
tion of  their  inceiTant  labour.     Some  of  them  bring 

turf 
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turf  to  Clonmell,  and  Sir  William  has  fe^n  Conorf 
jreturning  lojided  with  foap  aftes* 

He  found  It  difficult  to  perfilade  thenl  to  make  a 
foad  to  their  village^  but  when  they  had  once  done  it^ 
he  found  none  in  getting  crofs  roads  to.it,  they  found 
fuch  benefit  in  the  firft.  Sif  William  has  continued 
to  give  them  whatever  lime  they  come  for  ^  ^nd  they 
have  deilred  loco  barrels  among  them  for  the  ye^r 
1776)  which  their  landlord  has  accordingly  cqntraft* 
ed  for  with  his  lime-burner,  at  iidi  abarireU  Their 
houfes  have  all  been  built  at  his  expence,  and  done 
by  contra^  at  61.  each,  after  which  they  raife  what 
little  offices  they  want  for  themfelves* 

Sir  William  being  prejudiced  againft  the  cuftom 
K>f  burning  land,  infifted  that  they  ihould  tiot  do  it^ 
which  impeded  them  for  fome  time  j  but  upon  being 
convinced  that  they  could  not  go  on  well  without  it, 
he  relaxed,  and  fmce  that  they  have  improved  rapid- 
ly. He  has  informed  them,  that  upoji  the  expiration 
of  the  leafe^  they  will  be  charged  fomething  for  the 
}and,  and  has  deilred  that  they  will  mark  out  each 
man  what  he  wiflies  to  have  ;  they  have  accordingly 
run  divifions,  and  fome  of  them  have  taken  pieces  of 
30  or  40  acres :  a  ftrong  proof  that  they  find  their 
hufbandry  beneficial  and  ^ofitable*  He  has  great 
reafoh  to  believe  that  nine-tenths  of  them  were  white 
boys,  but  are  now  of  principles  and  pradlice  exceed- 
ingly different  from  the  mifcreants  that  bear  that 
name.  The  lime  Sir  William  gives  them  for  the 
firft  breaking  up,  and  the  quantity  they  chufe 
is  40  barrels  an  acre,  fo  that  all  the  expcnce  is  6L 
for  the  houfe,  and  il.  i6s.  8d.  an  acre  for  the  land 
they  improve.     He  has  little  doubt  but  they  will  takf: 

the 
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the  whole  mountain  among  th^m^  which  coi^fifts  of 
900  acres.     Their  courfe  of  tilUge  is, 

|.  Potatoes  on  the  burnings  generally  turks  (cluf- 
tered)  and  great  grops.  2.  Rye,  3.  Oats,  and  then 
leave  it  out. 

Their  cattle  are  feeding  on  the  mountain  in  the 
day,  but  of  nights  they  houfe  them  in  little  miferable 
ftables.  All  their  children  are  employed  regularly  in 
their  huftandryj  picking  ftones,  weeding,  &c.  which 
fhews  their  induftry  ftrongly  ;  fgr  in  general  they  are 
idle  about  all  the  country.     Th^  women  fpin. 

Too  much  eannot  be  faid  in  praife  of  this  under- 
taking. It  £hewa  that  a  refle^ing  penetrating  land- 
lord can  fcarcely  nK>ve  without  the  power  of  creating 
opportunities  to  do  himfelf  and  his  country  fervice* 
It  fliews  that  the  villainy  of  the  greateft  mifcreants, 
is  all  fituation  and  circumftance ;  employ,  don't 
hang  them.  Let  it  not  be  in  the  flavcry  of  the  cottar 
fyftem^  in  which  induftry  never  meets  its  reward, 
but  by  giving  property,  teach  the  value  of  it ;  by 
giving  them  the  fruit  of  their  labour^  teach  them  to 
be  laborious.  All  this  Sir  William  Olborne  has 
done,  and  done  it  with  efFetSl,  and  there  probably  i^ 
not  an  honefter  fet  of  families,  in  the  county  than 
thofe  which  he  has  formed  from  the  refufe  of  the 
white  boys. 

Suppose  he  builds  a  houfe  to  every  twenty  acres, 
and  limes  that  quantity  of  land,  the  expence  would 
be  a  few  fcillings  over  4ol.,or  4QS.  an  acre.  If  they 
pay  him  2s.  ^d.  an  acre  for  the  land,  he  will  ^lake 
juft  61.  per  cent,  for  bis  money :   a  moft  ftriking 

proof 
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proof  of  the  tmmenfe  profit  which  attends  mountain 
improvements  of  every  kind,  becaufe  inftead  of 
2s,  4d.  they  would  confider  6s.  or  7s.  as  a  rent  of 
favQur.  4s.  8d,  is  12  per  cent,  for  his  money;  7s. 
IS  18  per  cent.  Yet  in  fpite  of  fuch  fads  do  the 
lazy,  trifling,  inattentive,  negligent,  flobbering^  pro- 
fligate owners  of  Iriih  mountains  leave  them,  as  they 
received  them,  from' the  hands  of  their  anceftors,  in 
the  poflTeffion  of  grous  and  foxes.  Shame  to  fuch  a 
fpiritlefs  condu£l ! 

Oke-third  of  Waterford  mountain  at  6d.  an  acre, 
and  two-thirds  at  7s.  Twenty  miles  on  the  coaft  in 
length,  and  eight  or  ten  in  breadth,  is  under  dairies, 
oS  which  the  rent  per  acre  is  little  known,  farms  be-^ 
ing  paid  for  by  the  cows  they  will  maintain,  at  50$. ' 
each.  Thefe  dairies  rife  to  50  and  even  200  cows. 
They  all  keep  great  numbers  of  hogs,  which  increafe 
every  day  frcmi  the  high  price.  The  ftate  of  the  poor 
people  much  better  than  formerly ;  they  ufed  to  have 
one  acre  of  potatoes,  and  the  grafs  of  one  cow  for 
their  year's  labour,  and  no  more, .  and  were  much 
greater  flaves  than  at  prefent. 

Tillage  does  not  thrive  in  the  county;  it  hajf, 
however,  increafed  pretty  much  about  Dungarvon^ 
from  whence  there*  has  been  a  tolerable  export  of 
corn;  not  only  from  its  neighbourhood,  but  alfo 
from  a  diftance,  owing  to  the  mobs  of  Clonmei  and 
Carrick  flopping  corn  going  to  Waterford,  which 
has  injured  the  latter  town. 

October  15th,  left  New  Town,  and  keeping  on^ 
the  banks  of  the  Sure,   pafled  through  Carrick  to 
Curraghmore,  the  feat  of  the  Earl  of  Tyrctfie.  This 

line 


CURRAGHMORE.      513 

line  of  country,  in  point  of  foil,  inferior  to  what  I 
have  of  late  gone  through  :  fo  that  I  confider  the  rich 
country  to  end  at  Clonmell.  For  the  following  ac- 
count of  the  hufbandry  of  the  county  of  Waterford 
I  am  obliged  to  the  attention  of  Lord  Tyrone^  who 
omitted  no  means  of  informing  me  accurately*  • 

That  county  is  divided  into  vei'y  large  farms,  and 
the  renters  of  them  keep  cows  generally^  which  they 
let  to  dairymen.  One  farmer^  Mr.  Peor,  has  2000 
cows,  and  pays  2000 1.  a  year;  they  rarely  let  more 
to  one  man  than  50  cows,  ufually  about  20 ;  many 
of  thefe  men  pay  weekly,  and  others  quarterly  :  the 
rent  frorh  50s.  to  3I.  5s*  no  fuch  thing  as  horn-mo- 
ney. The  dairyman's  privilege  is  a  houfe  and  two 
or  three  acres  of  land,  or  a  horfe  and  two  cows  in 
twenty.  They  make  nothing  but  butter,  and  all 
keep  hogs  ;  but  do  not  feed  them  with  milk,  felling 
it  all ;  1,300  to  1,500  churns  full  of  milk,  each 
eight  gallons,  goes  into  Waterford  every  day  in  the 
year,  and  a  prodigious  quantity  to  Carrick.  The 
county  is  by  far  the  greateft  dairying  one  in  Ireland. 
The  breed  is  the  common  mountain  cow,  poor  to 
look  at,  but  great  milkers,  five  or  fix  pottles  at  a 
meal  common.  Price  of  them  5I.  at  an  average. 
Average  rent  of  all  the  land  under  cows,  los.  One- 
third  of  the  county  mountain,  at  6d.  the  other  two- 
thirds,  at  ics.  Along  the  blackwater,  good  land, 
and  four  miles  round  Waterford^  20s.  or  25s.  .  The 
quantity  for  a  cow  from  two  to  four  acres.  They 
gencnilly  breed  their  own  by  rearing  a  few  calves 
every  year ;  the  young  ftock  are  kept  on  the  moun- 
tains in  fummer,  and  in  the  worft  of  the  low  land  in 
v/inter.  They  never  feed  their  qows  v/ith  any  hay^ 
except  in  very  fevere  weather.     No  other  ftock. 

Vol.  I.  LI  The 
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Thb  foils  arc  vaxlous  at  this  end  of  the  county, 
clay  and  fbingly  flate,  with  a  reddifli  mold  upon  it 
and  gravelly  loamSir  At  the  other  end,*  they  have 
lime-ftone  lands-  They  have,  however,  about  Cur- 
raghmore  Hme-ftone  gravel  of  a  ftilF  nature.  Lime 
at  the  kiln  gd,  a  barrel  v  Lord  Tyrone  pays  is.  for 
the  ftone,  and  2S.  8d-  a  barrel  for  the  culm,  and  pays 
2d.  a  barrel  for  breaking  and  burning,  all  which 
make  gd.  Every  barrel  of  culm  gives  feven  of  lime; 
a  ton  of  ftone  produces  four  barrels  of  lime :  the 
barrel  four  cubical  feet*  Not  a  thirtieth  part  of  the 
country  under  the  plough.  The  tillage  coniifts  only 
of  little  patches  broken  up  by  the  eabbins ;  it  has 
been  increafing  thefe  15  years  :  but  the  principal  in- 
creafe  has  been  in  ten  years.     The  courfe  of  crops : 

I.  Potatoes.  2*  Potatoes.  3*  Barley,  or  ©ats# 
4.  Oats.  5.  Oats  ;  continued  while  the  land  yields. 
Wheat  is  coming  in.  Some  who  till  large  fields,  do 
hot  take  fo  many  crops.  About  Dungarvon  there 
are  many  potatoes  planted,  which  are  fent  to  Dublin 
in  boats,  with  loads  of  birch  brooms,  and  they  are 
faid  to  be  loaded  with  fruh  and  timber.  But  in  no 
part  of  the  county  do  they  plant  grafs  potatoes :  they 
plant  many  of  the  bull  or  turk  fort  for  their  pigs, 
but  they  are  reckoned  an  unwholefome  fort  for  the 
people  to  feed  on.  Paring  and  burning  land  was 
commocL before  the  law  pafied  againft  it,  but  of  late 
very  little.  Upon  the  coaft  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
fea  weed  and  fea  fand,  efpecially  beyond  Dungarvon 
and  Waterford.  Flax  is  fcarcely  any  where  fown. 
The  poor  people  feed  on  potatoes  and  milk  5  moft  of 
them  have  cows  ;  many  of  them  for  a  part  of  the 
year  only  fait  to  their  roots  :  but  they  have  oat  bread 
when  potatoes  are  not  in  feafon.  They  all  keep  pigs, 

but 
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but  ri^^ver  ejit  thferii.  "thilt  cirturiiftances  irfe  In  ge- 
nd^l  grfclatljr  better  thart  tHejr  we?e  twenty  years  ago^ 
both  in  food  and  cloathing  J  they  have  now  all  (hoes 
and  ftockings^  and  are  decently  drefled  every  funday; 
No  hats  ariiong  the  Women,  which  I  Believfe  I  hav^* 
Emitted  to  obferve  is  thfe  cafe  all  over  Irdand:  'l^heif 
labour  is  valued^  and  thfey  are  paid  the  amouht  Iii 
land*  T*he  religion  of  the  lower  clarfes  the  iromiri- 
catholici 

EmicrXtion^s  frorifi  thiis  fjslrt  df  IfllantI  prihci- 
ipfally  to  Newfoiindt^nd,'  for  a  feafon  v  fliey  have  iSh 
or  aoli  for  their  pay,  and  ^re  maintained^  but  they 
•do  not  bring  home  more  thaajl*  to'iih  Some  of 
them  ftay  and  fettle  ;  three  years  ago  there  was  an 
emigration  of  ihdettted  ferv^nts  lo  North  Carbiiiia^ 
ioff  3005  but  th^y  werfe  ftopped  by  contra^  winds^  &c. 
There  had  been  fom'ething  of  this  conflantlyj  bat 
ffot  to  that  amoftftti  The  oppreffion  which  the  poof 
people  have  moft  ta  complain  ofy  is  the  not  havinfg 
finy  tenures  in  their  lands^  by  which  means'  they  are 
entirely  fubjeft  to  their  employersi 

MANUFAGTtJkES  h^rc  are  only  wooHensi  Garricfc 
is  one  of  the  greateft  manufaAuring  toWns  in  Ireland^ 
Principally  for  ratteens,  but  of  late  they  have  got 
into  broadcloths,  all  for  home  confifmptioh ;  the 
manufatShire  increafes,  and  is  very  fiourifhing.  There 
are  between  thrte  and  four  hundred  people  employed* 
by  it,  in  Carritlt  and  its  neighbourhood^* 

IiOR6  Tyrone  is  clear  that  if  his^ftate  inLoridbh-s 
rferry  was  in  Waiter  ford,  or  that  all  the  inhabitants  of 
it  were  to  emigrate  from  it,  fo  as  to  leaVe  him^  to' 
new  model  it,  he  Wduld*  be  able  to  get  full  ohe-tTiird 

L  1  a  more 
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more  for  it  than  he  can  do  at  prefent ; .  rents  in  the 
noith  depending  not  on  quality,  but  on  price  of 
linen. 

The  rife  in  the  profperity  of  Ireland,  about  the 
year  1749$  owing  to  the  higher  price  of  provifions, 
which  raifcd  rents  ?ind  enforced  induftry.  Butter 
now  gd.  a  lb.  thirty  years  ago  i^d. 

Tythes  are  ufually  compounded  for  by  the  ye^r 
through  this  county.     Wheat  pays  los.   Barley  10s. 
Oats  5s.  Mowing  ground,  4s.  Sheep,  id.  each.  Milk, 
fells  in  fummcr  for  a  halfpenny  a  quart ;  five  quarts 
of  butter-milk  in  fummer  for  a  halfpenny. 

Lord  Tyrone  has  improved  127  acres  of  hill,  the 
foil  reddiib  dry  loam,  on  a  flaty  bottom,  over-run 
with  French  and  Irifh  furze,  briars  and  buflies ;  he 
firft  grubbed  them  up  at  a  guinea  an  acre :  then  he 
levelled  an  infinite  number  of  old  ditches  and  mounds, 
at  50 1.  expence,  ploughed  in  winter,  and  fecond 
ploughed  in  may ;.  then  200  barrels  of  roach  lime 
per  acre,  fpread,  at  is.  a  barrel.  Upon  this  plough- 
ed twice  more ;  and  fowed,  part  with  wheat  at  mi- 
chaellnas,  and  part  with  barley  in  fpring.  The 
crops  8  barrels  an  acre  of  wheat,  and  18  of  barley. 
After  the  wheat,  barley  and  grafs  feeds  were  fown  ; 
the  barley  as  gopd  as  the  other  j  and  upon  the  barley 
part  oats. were  fown,  the  crop  15  barrels,  and  white 
clover  and  hay  feeds.  Before  the  improvement,  it 
let  at  los.  an  acre;  after  the  improvement,  it  would 
let  readily  at  25s.  The  grubbing  the  furze  was  not 
effeftual,  for  50I.  has  been  fince  expended  in  grub- 
bmg  up  fcattered  ones.  They  are  now  completely 
deftroyed;  it  is  a  very  beautiful  well-laid  lawn,  ^r*-'. 
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fo  good  land,  that  the  wool  of  the  fheep  alone  that 
were  kept  there  laft  year,  without  other  food,  and 
through  the  year,  paid  20s,  an  acre  for  the  whole* 
It  would  now  feed  600  fliecp  through  the  year.  Over 
go  acres  limed,  with  250  barrels  an  acre,  and  fallow- 
ed, he  had  17  barrels  an  acre  of  wheat.  Eight  years 
ago  his  Lordfhip  flopped  their  burning  land  ;  but 
upon  receivinjg  many  complaints  of  it,  he  fold  them 
lime  at  gd.  a  barrel,  which  coft  birn  is,  in  order  to 
make  up  the  imaginary  lofs, 

I  had  the  pleafure  of  meeting  at  Lord  Tyrone's, 
William  Shanly,  Efq;  of  Willyfield,  in  Leitrun, 
who  informed  me  that  he  had  twelve  hundred  ftones 
per  acre  from  a  bad  red  bog,  four  feet  deep  of  pota- 
toes, drained  to  the  clay  at  bottom ;  manured  with 
lime-ftone  fand  at  3I.  labour,  befides  horfes  ;  alfo  a 
common  dunging,  and  immediately  planted  the  pota- 
toes, dug  them,  and  fowed  barley,  15  barrels  an 
acre;  then  barley  again  I2  barrels;  barley  again 
8  barrels,  and  grew  too  rank ;  laid  it  with  grafs 
feeds,  could  let  it  at  40s.  art' acre  :  anfwers  fo  well, 
that  he  would  have  done  any  quantity.  He  planted 
with  a  plough  292  ftone  of  potatoes  in  rows,  four 
fcet  afunder ;  the  produce  was  1,440  ftone,  tht 
quantity  of  land  about  three  rood.  In  the  county 
Leiti-im,  four-fifths  of  it  mountain,  at  2d.  or  not  fo 
much ;  the  remaining  fifth,  6s.  the  mouivtains  i(i 
Leitrim  all  a  wet  boggy  furface, 

CuRRAGHMORE  Is  one  of  the  fincft  places  in  Ire- 
land, or  indeed  that  I  have  any  where  feen.  The 
houfe,  which  is  large,  is  fituated  upon  a  rifing 
ground,  in  a  vale  furrounded  by  very  bold  hills, 
wl^ich  rife  in  a  variety  of  forms,  and  ofFer  to  the 

L  1  3  eye, 
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eye,  in  ridipg  through  the  grounds,  very  noble  anc^ 
Kriking;  fcpnes,     Th^fe  hills  are  exceedingly  variecJ, 
fp  that  the  detour  of  the  place  is  pleafing.     In  ordef 
to  fee  i\  to  adyant|ige,  I  would  advife  ^  traveller  tQ 
take  the  ride  y^hich  Lord  Tyrone  carried  me.   PaiTecl 
through  the  deer-park  wood  of  old  oa]^s.,  fpre^d  pver 
the  fide  of  a  bold  nill,  aqd  of  fuc)^  an  extei\t^  that  f  he 
fcene  is  a  truly  foreft  one,  without  aiiy  p^her  bovm-^ 
dary  in  view  thj^n  what  the  ftei|is  of  trees  offer  fxoj^ 
mere  extent^  retiring  one  behind  another  till  they 
thicken  fo  much  to.  the  eye,  under  the  (hade  of  their 
fpreading  tops,  s^s  to  form  a  diftant  \iraU  of  i^ropd. 
Thi3  is  a  fort  of  fcene  not.  cqmmpn  in  Ireland,  it  is 
a  great  ea^tept  silone  tt\at  wiH  give  it,     ^rop^  \^i^ 
hiii  enter  an  ever-green  pjantation,  a  (cene  w^ic^ 
^inds  up  the  deer-park  hill,  and  ppei^s  on  to  the  bro^ 
of  it,  which  commands  a  moit  noble  view  indeed. 
The  lawns  aroupd  the  houfe  appear  at  one's  feet,  a^ 
the  bpttpm  of  a  great  declivity  of  wood>  almpj(( 
every  where  furroun^ed  by  p.lanutions.     The  ^\\U 
pn  the  oppofite  fide  of  th^  vale  agiinft  the  houfe^ 
confifl  pf  a  large  lawn  in   the  center  of  t|;ie  two 
woods^  that  to   t^.^  ^^gh^  ^f  ^^  iminenfe  e^t^nt* 
which  waves  ovpr  t^e  mountain  {ide^  in   the  finefl 
manner  ima^inablc,^  and  leads  the  eye  tQ  the  fcenery 
pn  the  l^ft,  which  is  ^  beautiful  vale  of  ricl^  i^iclo,? 
(ures,  ojF  fevera}  miles,  extent,  with  the  Sure  making 
pjrie  great  reaph  through  it,  and  a  bold  bend,  juft  be^ 
fore  it  enters  a  gap  in  the  hills,  towards  Wat^rford^ 
and  winds  behind  them;  to  the  right  you  look  over 
a  large  pl^in»    hacked   by  the  great  Cummeragh 
mountains,      for  an  extent  of  view^^  ^^^  P^ts  of 
which  are  s^l  of  a  commanding  magnitude,  and  a  va- 
riety equal  to  the  number,  very  few  profpefls  are 
finer  than  this. 
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From  hence  the  boundary  plantation  extends  fome 
miles  to  the  weft  ajid  north-weft  of  the  domain,  form- 
ing a  margin  to  the  whole  of  difFei-ent  growths,  hav- 
ing been  planted,  by  degrees,  from  three  to  fixteen 
years.  It  is  in  general  well  grown,  and  the  trees 
thriven'  exceedingly,  particularly  the  oak,  beech,, 
larch,  and  firs.  It  is  very  well  fketched.  Pafs  by 
the  garden  acrofs  the  river,  which  jnurmurs  o^er  a 
rocky  bed,  and  follow  the  riding  up  a  fteep  hill,  co- 
vered with  wood  from  fome  breaks  in  which,  the 
houfe  appears  perfectly  buried  in  a  foreftj  and  come 
out,  after  a  confiderable  extent  of  ride>  into  the 
higher  lawn,  which  commands  a  view  of  the  fame 
fcenery  J  and  from  the  brow  of  the  hill  the  water, 
which  is  made  to  imitate  a  river,  has  a  good  efFcft, 
and  throws  a  great  air  of  chearfulnefs  over  the  fccne, 
for  from  hence  the  "declivity  below  it  ts  hid  ;  btit  the 
view,  which  is  the  moft  pleafing  from  hence,  the 
fineft  at  Curraghmore,  and  indeed  one  of  the  moft 
ftriking  that  is  any  where  to  be  feen,  is  that  of  the 
hanging  wood  to  the  right  of  the  houfe,  rifirig  in  fo 
noble  a  fweep  as  perfedlly  to  fill  the  eye,  and  leave 
the  fancy  fcarce  any  thing  to  add  :  at  the  bottom  is 
a  fmall  fcmicircular  lawn,  around  which  flows  the 
river,  undar  the  immediate  fhade  of  very  noble  oaks ; 
the  whiDle  wood  rifes  boldly  from  the  bottom,  tree 
above  tree,  to  a  vaft  height,  of  large  oak,  themaffes 
6{  fli^de  are  but  tints  of  one  color,  it  is  not  che- 
quered with  a  variety,  there  is  a  majeftic  fimpHcity, 
a  unity  in  th«  whole,  which  is  attended  with  an  un- 
common impreijon,  and  fuch  as  none  but  the  moft 
magnificei>t  fcenes  can  raife, 

Dbscxndikg  from  hence  through  the  roads,  the 
riding  crofTes  the  river,  paffes  through  the  meadow, 

L  1  4     ^  which 
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which  has  fuch  an  efFeft  in  the  preceding  fcene,  from 
which   alfo  the   view   is  very  fine,  and  leads  home 
through  a  continued  and  extenflve  range  of  fine  oak, ' 
partly  on  a  declivity,  at  the  bottom  of  which  the  river 
murmurs  its  broken  courfe. 

Besides  this  noble  riding,  there  is  a  very  agreeable 
walk  runs  immediately  on  the  banks  of  the  river, 
which  is  perfe6l  in  its  flile ;  it  is  a  fequeftered  line 
of  wood,  fo  high  on  the  decli^vities  in  fome  places, 
and  fo  thick  to  the  very  edge  in  others,  overfpreading 
the  river,  that  the  char^fter  of  the  fcene  is  gloom 
and  melancholy,  heightened  by  the  noife  of  the  water 
falling  from  ftone  to  ftone  $  there  is  a  confideiable 
variety  in  the  ban](S  pf  it,  and  in  the  figures  and 
growth  of  the  wood,  but  none  that  hurts  the  impref- 
iion,  which  is  well  preferved  throughout. 

October  J7th,  accompanied  J^ord  Tyrone  to  Wa^ 
terford ;  made  fpme  inquiries  into  the  ftate  of  their 
trade,  but  found  it  difficult,  from  the  method  in 
which  the  Cuftoai-vhoyfe  books  are  kept,  to  get  the 
Retails  I  wiflie^  ;  but  in  the  year  followiogj  having 
the  pleafure  of  a  long  vifit  at  B^llycanyan,  the  feat 
of  Cornelius  Bolton,  Efq;  his  fon,  the  member  for 
the  city,  procured  me  every  information  I  coul4 
wifh,  and  that  in  fo  liberal  and  polite  a  ipanner, 
that  it  would  not  be  eafy  to  exprefs  th^  obligations  I 
am  under  to  both.  lx\  general  I  was  informed  that 
the  trade  of  the  place  ha^  i|icreafed  con(i4erably  in 
ten  years,  both  the  exports  and  imports,  The  ex- 
ports of  the  produftsof  p^fturage,  full  qne-third  in 
la  years.  That  the  ftaple  trade  of  the  place  is  the 
Newfoundland  trade  j  this  is  very  much  incre^fed, 
jbere  is  mor^  pf  it  hpre  than  ?ny  where.      The 
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number  of  people  who  go  paflengers  in  the  New- 
foundland fliips  is  amazing ;  from  60  to  80  fhips, 
and  from  3000  to  5000' annually.     They  come  from 
moft  parts  of  Ireland,  from  Corke,  Kerry,  &c.     Ex- 
perienced men  will  get  '18I.  to  25I.  for  the  feafon, 
from  march  to  november ;  a  man  who  never  went 
will  have  from  5I.  to  7I.  and  his  paflage,  and  others 
rife  to  20I.  the  paffage  out  they  get,  but  pay  home 
$il.     An  induftrious  man  in  a  year  will  bring  home 
12I.  to  r61.  with  him,  and  fome  more.     A  great  point 
for  them  is  to  be  able  to  carry  out  all  their  flops,  for 
every  thing  there  is  e;j^ccedingly  dear,  100  or  200  per 
cent,  dearer  than  they  can  get  them  at  home.     They 
are  not  -allowed  to  take  out  any  woollen  goods  but 
for  their  own  ufe.     The  fhips  go  loaded  with  pork, 
beef,  butter,  and  fome  fait :  and  bring  home  paffeni 
gers,  or  get  freights  where  they  can  ;  fometimes  rum. 
The  WatJerford  pork   comes   principally   from   the' 
barony  of  Iverk   in    Kilkenny,  where   they   fatten 
great  numbers  of  large  hogs  5  for  many  weeks  toge- 
ther they  kill  here  3  to  4000  a  week,  the  price  50s.  to 
4I.  each  5  goes  chiefly  to  Newfoundland.     One  was 
killed  ii>  Mr,  Penrofc's  cellar,  that  weighed  5:j:cwt, 
and  meafured  from  the  nofe  to  the  end  of  the  tail^ 
pine  feet  four  inches, 

There  is  a  foundery  ^t  Waterford  for  pots,  ket- 
tles, weights,  and  all  common  utenfils ;  and  a  manu- 
faftory  by  Meflrs,  King  and  Tegent,  of  anvils, 'an- 
chors to  g.0  cwt.  &c,  whiph  employs  40 .  hands. 
Smiths  earn  froni  6s.  to  24s.- a  week.  NaiJor»  from 
JOS.  to  I2s,  And  another  Jefs  confiderable.  There 
are  two  fugar-houfes,  and  many  falt-houfes.  The 
ftlt  is  bpijed  ovef  Jimc-kilns, 

There 
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There  is  a  fifliery  upon  the  coaft  of  Waterford, 
for  a  great  variety  of  iiih,  herrings  particularly  in 
the  mouth  of  Water for4  harbour,  and  two  years  ago 
in  fuch  quantities  there,  that  the  tides  left  the  ditches 
full  of  them.  There  are  fome  premium  boats  both 
here  and  at  Dungarvon,  but  the  quantity  of  herrings 
barrelled  is  not  coniiderable.  ' 

The  butter  trade  of  Waterford  has  increafed 
greatly  for  feven  years  paft ;  it  comes  from  Water- 
ford  principally,  but  much  from  Carlow ;  for  it  comes 
from  20  miles  beyond  Carlow,  for  6d.  per  cwt» 
From  the  ift  of  January,  1774,  to  the  ift  of  January, 
J775,  there  were  exported  59,856  caflcs  of  butter 
each  upon  an  average,  icwt.  at  the  mean  price  of 
50s.  Revenue  of  Waterford,  1751,  i7,oooL  ■  ■  ■ 
1 776*  52,000!.  The  {laughter  trade  is  increafed, 
but  not  fo  much  as  the  butter.  Price  of  butter  now 
at  Waterford,  58s.  20  years  average  42s.  Beef  now 
to  25s.  average  20  years,  los.  to  i8s.  Pork  now  30s. 
average  20  years,  i6s.  to  22Sii  Eighty  fail  of  fhips 
now  belonging  to  the  port,  20  years  ago  not  30.  They 
pay  to  the  captains  of  fhips  of  200  tons,  5K  a  month  $ 
the  mate  3I,  lOs,  Ten  men,  at  40s.  five  years  ago 
only  27s.  Building  fhips,  lol.  a  ton.  Wear  and 
tear  of  fuch  a  fhip,  20I.  a  month.  Ship  provifions, 
20S.  a  month. 

The  new  church  in  this  city  is  a  very  beautiful 
one- ;  the  body  of  it  is  in  the  fame  ftile  exa£{Iy  as 
that  of  Belfaft  already  dfcfcribed  :  the  total  length 
170  feet*  the  breadth  58.  The  length  of  the  body 
cf  the  church  ^2,  the  heighth  40  j  breadth  between 
the  pillars  26.  The  ifle  js  58  by  45.  A  room  on 
one  fide  the  fleeple  fpace  for  the  bifhop's  court,  24 

by 


PASSAGE.  523 

l^y  1 8  i  on  the  other  fide  a  room  of  the  fame  fize  for 
the  yeftry  j  and  28  feet  fquare  left  for  a  fteeple  when 
their  funds  will  permit.  The  whole  is  light  and 
beautiful  :  it  was  built  by  fubfcription,  and  there  is 
fL  fine  organ  bt^fpoke  at  London.  But  the  fineft  eb- 
jeft  in  this  Qity  is  the  quay,  which  is  unrivaled  by 
[|ny  I  have  ((pen  \  it  is  an  Engliih  mile  long ;  the 
buildings  on  it  Are  only  commpn  houfes,  bijit  thi^ 
river  is  n^fir  a  l^ile  over,  flows  up  to  the  town  in  om; 
noh^e  reg,^h,  ^i^d  the  oppof^te  fhore  a  bold  hill^  which 
rifes  imqiediately  from  the  water  to  1^  heighth  tha< 
fenders  the  whole  magnificent.  This  is  fcatter€;4 
with  fomne  wppd,  and  divided  into  paflures  of  a  bc^U-» 
tifu|  verdure,  by  hedges.  I  croffed  the  watery  in  oty 
,  ^er  to  w^lk  up  the  rocks  on  the  top  of  this  hill ;  in 
one  plac^e,  overagainft-  Bilberry  quarry,  you  look  im-. 
fnediately  down  qn  th?  river,  which  flows  in  noble 
jl^eaches  from  Grs^nny  Caftle  on  the  right  paft  Crom^ 
well's  Rock^  the  fhpres  on  both  fides,  quite  ftecp, 
cfp^cially  the  rock  of  Bilberry.  You  look  over  th« 
whole  town,  which  here  appears  in  a  triangular  form  j 
beAdes  the  <;i,ty,  the  Cummeragh  mountains,  31ein-a-r 
man,  ^c*  come  in  view-  Kilmacow  river  falls  into 
the  Sure,  after  flowing  through  a  great  extent  of  well 
planted  cpuntry  5  this  is  the  fineft  view  about 
|hc  city, 

Fepm^  Wat?rford  to  PaflTage,  and  got  my  chaife 
and  hprfes  on  board  the  Countefs  of  Tyrone  pacquet, 
in  full  cxpeftation  of  failing  immediately,  as  the  wind 
was  fair,  but  I  fpon  found  the  difference  of  thefi^ 
private  veffels.  and  the  poft-oflice  pacquets  at  Holy- 
head and  Dublin.  When  the  win4  W:as,fair  the  tide 
yras.  fpul  5  and  when  the  tide  was  with  them,  the 
WiA4  would.  i^Q\  do  ^  i^  Engliih  there  wa3  not  a. com-. 
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plement  of  paflengers,  and  fo  I  had  the  agreeablenefs 
of  waiting  with  my  horfes  in  the  hold,  by  way  of  reft, 
after  a  journey  of  above  1500  miles. 

October  i8th,  after  a  beaftly  night  pafled  on  fhip- 
board,  and  finding  no  figns  of  departure,  walked  to 
Ballycanvan,  the  feat  of  Cornelius  Bolton,  Efq;  rode 
with  Mr.  Bolton,  jun.  to  Faithleghill,  which  com-^ 
mands  one  of  the  fineft  views  I  have  feen  in  Ireland. 
There  is  a  rock  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  which  has  a  very 
bold  view  on  every  fide  down  on  a  great  extent  of 
country,  much  of  which  is  grafs  inclofures  of  a  good 
verdure.     This  hill  is  the  center  of  a  circle  of  about 
ten  miles  diameter,  beyond  which  higher  lands  rife, 
which  after  fpreading  to  a  great  extent,  have  on  every  • 
fide  a  back  ground  of  mountain  ;  in  a  northerly  di- 
rcdion.    Mount   Leinfter,    between   Wexford    and 
Wicklow,   26  miles  oiF,  rifes  in   feveral  heads,  far 
above   the  clouds.     A   little   to   the  right  of  this, 
Sliakeiltha  (i,  e.  the  woody  mountain)  at  a  lefs  dif- 
tance,  is  a  fine  objeift,     To  the  left,  Tory-hill,  only 
five  miles,  in  a  regular  form  varies  the  outline.     To 
the  eaft,  there  is  the  lon<t  mountain*,  i^  milbs  diftant, 
and  feveral  Icfler  Wexfor'd  'hills.     To  the  fouth-eaft, 
the'Saltees.     To  the^f6uth,  the  ofcean,  ^nd  the' co- 
lines  about  the  bay  of  Tramore.     To  the  weft,  Mo- 
navollao-h  rifes  2160  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea,  18 
miles  off,  being  part  of  thrgrcat  range  of  the  Cumma- 
riigh  niountains  ;  and  to  the  north-weft  Slein-a-man, 
at* the  diftancc  of   24  miles  ;  fo   that  the  outline  is 
icvery  where  bold' ^nd'  diftinft,  thoifglv diilaht.    Theffe 
circumftances  would  alone  form  a  great  view,  but  the 
watdr^jiart  of  it,  which  fills   up  the   canvas,  is  in  a 
miich   ftrperior  ftile.     The  great  river  Sure  takes  a 
winding  courfe  from  the  city  of  Watcrford,  through 
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a  rich  country,  hanging  on  the  fides  of  hills  to  its 
banks,  and  dividing  into  a  double  channel,  forma 
the  lefler  ifland,  both  of  which  courfes  you  command 
diftinSly ;  united,  it  makes  a  bold  reach  under  the 
hill  on  which  you  ftand,  and  there  receives  the  noble 
tribute  of  the  united  waters  of  the  Barrow  and  the 
Nore,  in  two  great  channels^  which  form  the.  larger 
ifland  ;  enlarged  by  fuch  an  acceflion  of  water,  it 
winds  round  the  hill  in  a  bendirtg  courfe,  of  the 
freeft  and  moft.  graceful  outline,  every  where  from 
one  to  three  miles  acrofs,  with  bold  fhores,  that  give 
a  fliarp  outline  to  its  cpurfe  to  the.  ocean ;  20  fail  of 
(hips  at  PaiTage,  gave  animation  to  the  fcene  ;  upon 
the  whole,  the  boldnefs  of  the  mountain  outline  ;• 
the  variety  of  the  grounds  ;  the  vaft  extent  of  river,- 
with  the  declivity  to  it  from  the  point  of  view,  alto- 
gether form  fo  unrivalled  a  fcenery— every  objecQ:  fo 
commanding,  that  the  general  wantof  wood  is  almoft 
forgotten. 

Two  year$  after  this  account  was  written  I  again 
vifited  this  enchanting  hill,  and  walked  to  it,  day 
after  day,  from  Ballycanvan,  and  with  increafing 
pleafure.  Mr.  Bolton  has,  fince'I  was  there  before, 
inclofed  40  acres  on  the  top  and  fteep  flope  to  the 
water,  and  began  to  plant  them.  This  will  be  a 
prodigious  addition  ;  for  the  flope  forming  the  bold 
(hore  for  a  confiderable  fpace,  and  having  proje(Sions 
from  which  the  wood  will  all  be  feen  in  the  gentle 
hollows  of  the  hill,  the  efFe£l  will  be  amazingly  fine. 
Walks  and  a  riding  are  tracing  out,  which  will  com- 
mand frefh  beauties  at  every  ftep ;  the  fpots  from 
which  a  variety  of  beautiful  views  are  feen  are  iiume- 
rdus.     All  the  way  from  Ballycanvan  to  Faithleg, 

the 
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the  wbiile  to  the  amount:  of  tlOO  dcrSS^  is  the  pt6* 
petty  of  Mr»  Boltoii» 

FaI^MS  ahout  Ballycaftvaff,  Wht^ttdtd^  &c.  ard 
generally  fmallf  from  ao  and  30  to  500  acre^,  gd^ 
Atrallf  about  2 5O)  at!  above  200  a(»re'9  are  m  ge«> 
netal  dairies  \  fome  of  the  da^ry  ojRes  j^ife  Very 
high*  The  foil  is  a  reddiOl  ftony,  or  flaty  gra-^ 
relj  dfy^  except  low  lalndsy  wbkh  are  tJay  or  turf^ 
Rents  vary  much^  about  the  towif  very  high^  froiA 
5I.  5s.  t6  9K  but  at  l^e  diftance  of  a  few  mrles^  to-* 
wards  Paflkge,  iCc^  they  are  from  20s;i  to  4OS4  and 
fome  higher^  but  the  country  in  geiieral  doe?  not  rife^ 
fo  high^  ufually  ids*  to  2Cs»  for  dairying  land*  The' 
courfe  of  crops  is, 

r.  Potatoes  i  the  produce  40  to  &6  barrels,  26 
ftones  each*  2*  Wheat  $  the  crop  8  barreh,  each  20^ 
ftones*     3.  OatS)  the  produce  from  10  to  i4barre]9/ 

4.  Barley  ;  the  crop  12  to  .15  barrels,  i6  ftone  each* 
J.  Lay  it  out ;  the  better  fort  clover  with  ttie  b^rley^ 
and  leave  it  for  meadow*  , 

I.  Oats.  2*  Wheat*  3.  Oats*  4^  Barley.  Ontf 
preparation  is  a  flight  burning,  of  the  furrows*  for 
wheat,  after  that  wheat,  they  will  fovi^  barky,  andr 
then  feveral  crops  of  oats*     Alfo, 

I.  Potatoes.     2*  Wheat.     3*  Wheat*    4*  Bapjey* 

5.  Lay  out* 

I*  Potatoes*  2.  Potatoes*  3.  Wheat*  4.  OatSt  ^4- 
Barley*  6*  Lay  out.  The  fecond  crop  10  barrels. 
Kvery  houfe  has  a  little  patch  of  flax  for  making 

a  little 
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a  little  handle  cloth,  but  the  quantity  is  not  €<m« 
ilderable. 

The  principal  manure  is  a  Tandy  marie  tkey 
raUe  m  boats  on  the  banks  in  the  harbour  a€ 
low  water;  it  is  of  a  blueiih  colour,  very  foapy, 
and  ferments  ftrongly  with  acids:  a  boat  load  i^ 
i8  tons,  and  cpfts  6s.  to  Sa.  a  load«  Moil  of  it 
has  fhells.  They  lay  it  on  for  barley  particularly, 
and  get  great  crops,  can  in  all  fee  to  an  inch  where 
fpread.  Sometimes  it  is  laid  on  grafs^  and  the 
effed  uncommonly  great,  bringing  up  a  perfeS 
carpeting  of  white  clover  wherever  laid.  They  lay 
five  or  fix  loads  an  acre,  and  the  land  is  for  ever  the 
better.  They  repeat  it  on  the  fame  land,  and  witll 
great  eiFe£l«  Tliey  make  compoflss  of  it  with  lisne^ 
and  alfo  hedge  earth  with  good  fatcefs.  Lime  the^ 
ufe  alio ',  lay  from  xoo  to  1.50  barrels  roach  to  an 
acre^  which  has  a  very  great  effcxSi.  On  the  ftiiFetf 
yellow  clays  it  does  better  than  fand,  but  laid  on  all 
fv  rts,  and  alfd  on  grafs  land  with  advantage.  Se* 
fand  they  ufe  for  potatoes,  but  it  does  not  hift  mors 
than  for  that  crop.  Waterford  dung,  and  ftreet  ful-* 
lage,  42S4  the  boat  load  of  18  tons.  Clover  ba« 
been  introduced  thefe  12  years;  Mr.  Bolton  has 
(own  it  for  many  years  v/ith  great  fuccefsy  fo  that  be 
never  lays  down  land  without  it. 

T^E  dairies  ai-e  generally  let  at  2L  55*  The  dai-* 
ryman's  privilege  to  40  cows  is  a  cow  and  horfe,  asftdl 
two  acres  and  a  cabbing  and  he  is  allowed  to  cearone 
calf  in  teri^  100  acres  to  40  cows;  they  do  not 
keep  any  hogs  on  account  of  cows*  Price  of  eows^ 
average  4L  to  5!.  They  are  engaged  to  give  two 
pottles  each  on  an  average,  putting  all  the  milk  to-- 

together* 
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together.     Meadows  let  at  3K  to  4!.   an  acre  for 
the  hay. 

There  are  few  fheep  kept,  no  great  flocks.  The 
poor  people  plough  with  four  horfes,  fometimes  fix  : 
gentlemen  generally  with  fpayed  heifers  or  oxen. 
Land  fells  at  19  and  20  years  purchafe ;  it  did  fell  at 
^  23,  and  the  fall  has  Been  owing  to  the  failure  of 
credit  in  1771  and  1772. 

Tythes.  Potatoes,  Wheat,  Barley,  and  Oats, 
5s.  to  6s.     Cows,  2d.     Sheep,  6d. 

The  poor  people  fpin  their  own  flax,  but  not  m6re, 
and  a  few  of  them  wool  for  themfelves.  Their  food 
is  potatoes  and  milk;  but  they  have  a  confider* 
able  aififtance  from  fi{h,  particularly  herrings ;  part 
of  the  year  they  have  alfo  barley,  oaten  and  rye 
bread.  They  are  incomparably  better  off  in  every 
refpeft  than  20  years  ago.  Their  increafe  about 
Ballycanvan  is  very  great,  and  tillage  all  over  this 
neighbourhood  is  increafed.  The  rent  of  a  cabbin 
IDS.  an  acre  with  it  20s.  The  grafs  of  a  cow  a  few 
years  ago  20s.  now  255.  or  30s. 

An  exceeding  good  praftice  here  in  faking  their 
fences  is,  they  plant  the  quick  on  the  fide  of  the 
bank  in  the  common  manner,  and  then,  inftead  of 
the  dead  hedge  we  ufe  in  England  on  the  top  of  the  , 
bank,  they  plant  a  row  of  old  thorns,  two  or  three  feet 
high,  which  readily  grow,  and  form  at  once  a  moll 
excellent  fence.  '  Their  way  alfo  of  taking  in  fand 
banks  from  the  river  deferves  notice  :  they  ftake  down 
a  row  of  furzes  at  low  water,  laying  ftoncs  on  them 

to 
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to  the  heighth  of  one  or  two  feet ;  thefe  retain  the 
mud,  which  every  tide  brings  in,  fo  as  to  fill  up  all 
within  the  furze  as  high  as  their  tops.  I  remarked 
on  the  ftraijd,  that  a  few  boat  loads  of  ftones  laid 
carelefly,  had  had  this  effe<3:,  for  within  them  I  mea- 
fured  12  inches  deep  of  rich  blue  n:  id  left  behind 
them,  the  fame  as  they  ufe  in  manuring,  full  of  fhells 
and  eflFervefced  ftrongly  with  vinegar. 

Among  the  poor  people,  the  filhermen  are  in  much 
^he  beft  circumftances ;  the  fifhery  is  confiderable ; 
Waterford  and  its  harbour  have  50  boats,  each  from 
.8  to  12  tons,  fix  men  on  an  average  but  to  one  of  fix 
ton,  five  men  go.  A  boat  of  eight  tons  cofts  40I, 
one  of  twelve  60L  To  each  boat  there  is  a  train  of 
nets  of  fix  pair,  which  cofts  from  4I.  4s.  to  61.  6s.  taii 
them  with  bark.  Their  only  net  fifhery  is  that  of 
herrings,  which  is  commonly  carried  on  by  fhares. 
The  divifion  of  the  fifli  is,  firft  one-fourth  for  the 
boat  i  and  then  the  men  and  nets  divide  the  reft,  the 
latter  reckoned  as  three  men.  They  reckon  10  maze 
of  herrings  an  indifferent  night's  work ;  When  there 
is  a  good  take  40  maze  have  been  known,  20  a  good 
night ;  the  price  per  maze,  from  is-  to  7s.  average  5s. 
Their  takey  in  1775,  the  greateft  they  have  known, 
when  they  had  more  than  they  could  difpofe  of,  and 
the  whole  town  and  country  ftunk  of  them,  they  re- 
tailed them  32  for  id.  1773  and  1774  good  years. 
They  barrelled  many ;  but  in  general  there  is  an  im- 
port of  Swedifli.     Befides  the  common  articles  I  have 

regiftered  in  tables.  Pigeons,  is.  a  couple,  A  hare, 
IS.  Partridges,  gd.  Turbots,  fine  ones,  4s.  to  los. 
Soals,  a  pair,  large,  is.  6d.  to  is.  Lobfters,  3d. 
each.  Oyfters,  6s.  per  hundred.  Rabbits,  is.  to 
Vol.  L  Mm  is.  4d. 
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IS.  4d.  ^  couple.     Cod,  is.  each,  large.     Salmoiu 
j^d.  to  2d. 

A  VERY  extraordinary  circumftance  I  was  told, 
that  within  five  or  fix  years  there  has  been  much  hay 
carried  from  Waterford  to  Norway,  in  the  Norway 
ihips  that  bring  deals ;  as  hay  is  dear  here,  it  proves 
a  moft  backward  ftate  of  hufbandry  in  that  northerly 
region,  fince  the  neighbourhood  of  fea- ports  to  which 
^his  hay  can  alone  go,  is  generally  the  beft  improved 
in  aU  cQuntriej. 

Mr.  Bolton  has  improved  a  great  deal  of  wafte 
land,  that  was  under  furze,  heath  and  wood.  He 
firft  grubs  it,  which  cofts  for  the  woody  part,  3I.  or 
3I.  3s.  and  for  the  furze,  20s.  Then  levels  all  holes, 
&c.  and  clears  it  of  rocks,  at  the  expence  of  20s.  an 
acre.  Upon  this  he  dungs  and  plants  potatoes  in  the 
trenching  way  upon  a  part,  and  upon  the  reft  fallows 
and  limes  it,  160  to  150  barrels  an  acre,  and  fows 
wheat ;  produce  feven  to  ten  barrels  an  acre.  Then 
fand  it  for  oats  or  barley,  15  barrels  of  barley, 
and  12  of  oats.  In  this  way  he  has  done  300 
acres,  which  .was  not  worth  more  than  5s.  an 
acre  :  now  lets  at  30s.  In  making  this  very- 
noble  improvement,  he  divided  the  land  into 
well  proportioned  fields,  and  furrounded  them  with 
very  noble  fences  5  dpublc  ditches,  with  a  parapet 
bank  between,  planted  on  both  fides  with  quick,  and 
on  the  top  with  a  double  row  of  oak,  elm,  afh,  or  fir; 
many  of  thefe  were  planted  3^  years  ago  j  they  are 
now  in  very  great  perfeftion.  To  thick  and  fully 
grown  as  to  be  impervious  to  the  fight,  and  to  take, 
when  vievyed  at  a  diftance,  the  appearance  of  fpread- 
ing  woods.     Nothing  could  be  done  in  a  compl^ater 

mann^r^ 
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Vnanner,  and  the  quantity  over  more  than  300  acres, 
Uniting  with  many  orchards  planted  at  the  fame  time, 
give  his  domain  and  its  environs  a  richnefs  of  land- 
fcape  not  common  in  Ireland.  I  could  not  help 
much  admiring  it  when  on  the  water,  from  fome 
fjarts  of  the  river  the  effeft  is  very  beautiful. 

Mr.  Bolton  cannot  be  too  much  commended  for 
the  humane  attention  with  which  he  encourages  his 
poor  cottar  tenantry ;  he  gives  them  all  leafes,  what- 
ever  their  religion,  of  21  or  31  years,  Alives  :  even 
the  occupier  of  two  acres  has  a  leafe.  ^t  is  incon- 
ceivable what  an  effed  this  has  had  :  this  is  the  way 
to  give  the  catholics  right  ideas.  I  was  for  three 
weeks  a  witnefs  -of  a  moft  fpirited  induftry  among 
them ;  every  fcrap  of  rough  rocky  land,  not  before 
improved,  they  were  at  work  upon,  and  overcoming 
fuch  dijfliculties  as  are  rarely  to  be  found  on  common 
waftes  :  many  fpots,  not  worth  5s.  an  acre,  they  were 
reclaiming  to  be  well  worth  25s.  and  30s.  The  im- 
provement of  this  part  of  Mr.  Bolton's  eftate  may  be 
gueffed  at  when  I  mention,  that  on  only  500  acres  of 
it,  there  have  been  built,  in  fix  years,  40  rlew  houfes, 
many  of  them  handfome  ones  of  ftone  and  flate.  For, 
cabbins,  barns,  &c.  he  gives  timber  for  the  roofs* 

In  1751,  Mr.  Bolton  being  in  England,  and  ob- 
ferving  the  cultivation  of  turneps  for  fceep,  he  intro*- 
duced  them  on  his  return,  and  had  hurdles  made  for 
penning  fheep,  doing  it  with  much  fuccefs  ;  after  the 
fame  journey  alfo,  he  introduced  horfe-beans  for 
feeding  his  horfes,  mixed  with  oats  :  he  did  it  for  20 
years  together,  and  with  the  greateft  advantage. 
Turnep  cabbage  he  has   tried  alfo  for  flieep,   and 
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found  them  to  do  exceedingly  well.  One  turncf 
cabbage  fown  the  beginning  of  april ^  and  not  tranf- 
planted,  weighed  131b.  top  and  bottom.  An  experi- 
ment on  carrots  I  viewed,  of  which  Mr.  Bolton, 
junior,  has  fince  favoured  me  with  the  following 
account # 

•*  When  yoa  were  here,  I  fliewed  yoti  a  few  beds 
of  carrots,  which  wefe  pulled  the  beginning  of  this 
month  ;  I  meafured  the  ground,  and  when  the  carrots 
were  cleaned  and  topf>ed,  I  faw  therfi  weighed.  The 
ground  meafured  i^  perches,  pi  art  tat  ion  meafure, 
which  produced  36  hundred  ahd  fix  ftone  of  carrotsy 
befides  allowing  41b.  to  every-  hnndred  for  dirt, 
though  they  were  very  clean  and  dry.  The  produce 
is  156  barrels,  and  16  ftones  to  an  liCre,  (20  ftones  to 
the  barrel)  and  beyoftd  any  thing  I  could  have  ima- 
gined ;  and  I  am  certain,  had  the  carrots  been  hoed 
and  thinned^s  they  ought,  the  product  would  have 
been  much  greater.  The  tops  were  given  to  pigs  y 
they  feemed  to  like  them  better  than  any  thing  elfe. 
Thefe  15  perches  are  part  of  afield,  which,-  in  1774^ 
had  been  highly  manured  with  dung  for  potatoes. 
In  I77S>  the  roots  of  the  weeds  (of  ^ich  there  were 
a  great  quantity,  particularly  couch-grafs  and  crow- 
foot) were  burned,  and  the  aihes  and  fome  blue  fand 
fpread,  and  it  was  fown  with  turneps.  The  latter 
end  of  march,  thefe  15  perches  were  dug,-  ^d  about 
the  1 6th  of  april  fown  with  a  pound  of  carrot  feed^ 
they  were  twice  hoed,  to  deftroy  the  weeds  which 
tame  up  very  thick.** 

In  the  winter  of  1775,  Mr.  Bolton  fed  10  Work- 
ing horfes  on  bull  potatoes,  twice  a  day  on  oats,  and 
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driceori  potatoes  ;  the  potatoes  given  always  at  night; 
tlie  quantity  to  each  horfe   if  peck  of  fmall  ones  j 
and  at  the  other  two  feedings,  half  a  peck  each  of* 
oats.     He  found  that  they  fattened  the  horfes  very 
rtiuch,  and  did  exceeding  well  on  them.  Value  of  the 
|>otatoes  3s.  a  barrel.     The  culture  of  rape  and  tur-» 
neps  has  been  tried  in  this  neighbourhood  alfo  by  Mr; 
James  Wyfe^  merchant,  of  Water  ford.     In  the  be- 
ginning of  June,  1774,  Mr.  Wyfe  ploughed  lightly 
with  a  winged  plough^  and  burned  the  furface  of' 
hear  four  acres  of  land^  which  had  not  been  tilled 'foir 
many  years.     He  fpread  the  afli^s,  and  manured  the 
ground  with   12  boat  loads  of  the  blue  fand^  which 
is  taken  from  the  banks  of  the  riv6r  at  loW  watery 
each  boat  load  containing  '20  tons.     Then  ploughed 
and  harrowed  it  once  5  and  fuch  of  the  clods  as  were 
not  thoroughly  burned  and  pulverized  after  harrow- 
ing, he  turned  with  the  graffy  fide  down  to  hindejf 
their  growing.     About  the  middle  of  auguft  he  fowed 
with  rape  ;  a  little  moire  than  half  a  bufiiel  to  an  acre^ 
It  was  cut  the  Tatter  end  of  June,  1775^  and  pro- 
duced 48  barrels,  of  16  ftones  to  the  barrel^  which 
fold  for  1 6s.  per  barrel,  and  the  ftraW  to  a  tallow- 
chandler  to  burn  for  afhes,  for  48$;     The  ftraw,  or 
haulm  of  rape,  is  fold  for  I2d.  for  each  barrel  of 
feed   it  produced.     The  beginning  of  July,   1775^ 
Mr.  Wyfe   ploughed    and   harrowed   the    ground  j 
about  the  20th  of  July  fowed  it  with  turnepS,  which 
on  their  coming  up  were  immediately  deftroyed  by 
the  fly*     About  the  middle  of  auguft  harrowed  the 
ground,    and    fowed    turneps    again,   which    were 
alfo    deftroyed    by    the  fly.      Mr*  Wyfe    imagines 
the    great    number    of    flies    were    occafioned    by 
the  oilinefs  and  richnefs  of    the   ground,    (caufed 
by  the    putrefaftion    of    th^    leaves    and  bloflToms 
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of  the  rape)  and  the  moifture  and  warmth  of 
the  weather.  About  the  middle  of  oftober,  the 
grafs  came  up  fo  rich  and  luxuriant,  (though  not 
fown  with  grafs  feed)  that  Mr.  Wyfe  would  not 
fuiFer  it  to  be  ploughed  for  tillage,  as  he  had  in- 
tended. The  latter  end  of  June,  1776,  mowed  it, 
and  it  produced  three  tons  of  hay  per  acre  ;  fold 
for  34s.  per  ton.  The  fand  and  carriage  of  it  coft 
about  30S.  per  boat  load  5  ploughing,  burning,  har- 
rowing, fowing,  cutting,  &c.  about  four  guineas  per 
acre.  Rent  of  the  land  30s.  an  acre.  In  1775  Mr. 
Wyfe  ploughed  feven  acres,  which  he  prepared  in 
the  fame  manner  (except  fanding)  and  fowed  it  with 
rape  j  it  grew  very  well  till  the  great  froft  alid  fnow 
felli'which  was  remarkably  fevere,  and  which  injured 
it  very  much,  together  with  the  moifture  of  the 
ground,  occafioned  by  fprings  in  the  land,  and  heavy 
rains,  which  fucceeded  the  froft  and  fnow ;  the/pro- 
duce  per  acre,  about  half  the  quantity  of  the  former 
year  3  fold  at  the  fame  price.  Mr.  Wyfe  recom- 
mends narrow  ridges  for  low  moift  ground.  He 
thinks  a  large  quantity  of  afhes  to  be  a  chief  means 
of  enfuring  a  plentiful  crop.  The  land  does  not  re- 
quire manure  after  rape  for  wheat,  barley,  oats,  po- 
tatoes, &c.  but  will  not  anfwer  for  a  fecond  crop. 

Mr.  Bolton,  junior,  having  mentioned  a  neigh- 
bour of  his,  who  had  drawn  up  a  memoir  upon  making 
cyder,  from  confiderable  experience,  at  my  requeft 
wrote  to  him  for  a  copy  of  it,  which  I  have  fmce 
received,  with  his  permiffion  to  infert  it  in  this  work. 


The 
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The  following  is  an  aDridgement  of  the  account. 

«'  Let  apples  of  every  fpecies  hang  till  they  are 
ripe,  and  begin  to  drop ;  let  them  be  gathered  per^ 
feftly  dry,  and  if  convenient  in  the  heat  of  the 
day,  when  warmed  in  the  fun ;  when  gathered  let 
them  lie  in  heaps  for  one,  two,  three,  or  four  weeks, 
according  to  their  degrees  of  firmnefs,  fo  as  to  un- 
dergo a  moderate  fermentation  ;  let  the  moifture  be 
carefully  wiped  ofF,  and  each  fpecies  feparated  (if 
the  quantity  of  fruit  in  your  orchard  be  fufficient  to 
admit  it)  and  then  ground  in  a  mill,  or  pounded 
in  troughs ;  but  the  firft  the  beft  method,  becaufer 
lefs  of  the  pulp  is  broke,  and  the  liquor  will  flow 
clearer  from  the  bags  ;  by  prefling  the  fruit  of  each 
diftinft  fpecies  fo  feparated,  the  cyder  will  undergo 
one  uniform  fermentation. 

**  When  the  fruit  are  fufficiently  broke  for  preffing, 
let  them  lie  48  hours  before  they  be  preffed  j  this  will 
add  to  that  deep  richnefs  of  colour,  which  to  the  eye  is 
pleafing  in  cyder  ;  then  let  the  fruit  fo  broke,  having 
flood  48  hours,  be  preffed  in  hair  cloth  bags  ;  as  the 
juice  is  thus  preffed  out,  let  it  be  poured  into  large 
veffels,  ufually  cafled  keeves,  to  undergo  the  fermen- 
tation ;  three  of  thefe  veffels  are  neceffary  in  every 
orchard,  one  to  contain  the  liquor  in  its  ftate  or 
courfe  of  fermentation,  while  a  fecond  is  filling  from 
the  prefs,  and  the  third  to  contain  the  pummage  be- 
fore it  be  preffed ;  three  keeves,  containing  five  or 
fix  hogfheads  each  will  ferve  for  an  orchard  that 
yields  60  or  70  hodflieads  of  cyder.  The  expence 
of  thefe  veffels  made  of  double  boards,  hooped  with 
iron,  or  ilrong  aili  hoops,  will  not  be  very  confi- 

derable ; 
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derablej  if  the.  weather  fliould  prove  cold,  the  fer- 
menting keeves  fliould  be   covered  with  bags,  Sea 
in  order  to  quicken  the  fermentation,  which  will  be 
compkated   in  fix  or  fevcn  days  if  the  weather  be; 
temperite,  provided  no  new  or  unfermented  cyder  be 
put  into  the  keeve,  which  above  all  things  fliould 
be  carefully  avoided  j  when  the  fermentation  is  over, 
the  liquor  will  be  fine,  and  fliould  then  be  racke4 
off  into  very  clean  hogflieads,  fmoaked  with  brim- 
ftone  matches ;  the  hogflieads  fliould  not  be  bunged 
or  ftppt  clofe  till  all  fymptoms  of  fermentation  ceafe  ; 
ind  in  three  weeks  or  a  month  it  fliould  be  a  fecond 
time  racked,  ftill  obferving  to  fmoak  the  hogflieads 
with  brimfl:one,  then  the  hogflieads  fliould  with  th^ 
greateft  care  be  very  clofely   fl:opped  j    the  keeves 
muft   be   entirely  emptied   before   the   new   prefled 
cyder  is  poured  into   them.     The   great   fecret   irt 
making  good  cycler,  is  to  prevent  or   mitigate   its 
fermentations,  the  firft  excepted ;  and  nothing  will 
fo  effeftually  do  this,  as  repeated  racking  from  the 
foul  lee.     Do  not  prefs  wildings  till  candlemas,  or 
tintil   they  begin  to  rot;    and   when   the  juice  is 
prefled  out,  let  it  be  boiled  in  a  furnace  for  one 
hour,  before  it  be  fuffered  to  work  or  ferment,  and 
that  will  greatly  foften  the  acrimony  of  its  juice." 

Mr.  William  Atkinson,  of  Mount  Wilkinfon^ 
near  Ballycanvan,  feems  to  be  very  attentive  to  the 
orchard  huft)andry ;  from  two  acres  he  had  21  hogf- 
heads  of  cyder,  and  the  fame  year  reaped  20  barrels 
of  wheat  under  the  trees,  a  produce  little  fliort  of' 
50I.  or  25I.  an  acre ;  three  and  an  half  barrels  of  his 
apples  (each  fix  bufliels)  made  a  hogfliead  of  cyder. 
A  common  pra6lic«  here  in  planting  orchards,  is  t0 
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fet  cuttings,  three  or  four  feet  long,  half  way  in  the 
ground^  of  the  cackagee,  jergo'nelle,  or  any  fet 
that  grows  rough  and  knotty  in  the  wood ;  they 
call  them  pitchers ^  they  rarely  fail,  and  yield  well 
aiid  foon. 


/ 


Mr.  Bolton  carried  me  to  the  hoafes  of  foihe* 
fifliermen  on  the  harbour,  one  of  whom  had  planted 
around  his  cabbin  for  fhelter,  three  years  ago,  fome 
willow  cuttings,  the  growth  of  Which  amazed  me  ; 
I  me«fured  them  21  feet  highj  and  not  crooked  or 
bending  like  common  forts,  but  ftraight  as  a  fir.  I 
took  half  a  dozen  cuttings  with  me  to  Englaifidj  td 
compare  it  with  the  forts  common  with  us,     - 

October  19th,  the  wind  being  fair^  took  my 
leave  of  Mr.  Bolton  *,  and  went  ba^k  to  the  fliip  ; 
met  with  a  frefh  fcene  of  provoking  delays,  fo  that 
it  was  the  next  morning,  oftober  20th,  at  eight 
o'clock,  before  we  failed,  and  then  it  Was  not  wind  j 
but  a  cargo  of  paffengers  that  fpread  our  fails* 
Twelve  or  fourteen  hours  is  not  an  uncommon 
paffage,  but  fuch  was  our  luck,  that,  after  being  in 
fight  of  the  lights  on  the  Smalls,  we  were  by  con- 
trary winds  blown  oppofite  to  Arklow  fands  ;  a  vio- 
lent gale  arofe,  which  prefently  blew  a  ftorm,  that 

•  Since  the  firft ,  edition  of  thcfe  papers,  this  worthy  and 
patriotic  friend  to  his  country  is  dead  ;  but  Ireland  has  not  a 
fteadier  friend  than  his  Ton,  the  prefetit  poflfefTor  of  Ballycaiivan. 
N  where  have  I  found  niore  liberal  fentiments,  or  a  mind  freer 
from  every  local  prejudice.  It  is  not  without  reafon,  that  I  am 
eager  to  feize  every  opportunity  of  doing  juflice  to  his  merit.  I 
have  not  found  his  hofpipality  to  be  a  tranficnt  civility  to  a  paf- 
fing  traveller,  forgotten  as  foon  as  gone. 

lafted 
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lafted  36  hours,  in  which,  under  a  reefed  mainfail^ 
the  fliip  drifted  up  and  down  wearing,  in  order  to 
keep  clear  of  the  coafts. 

No  wonder  this  appeared  to  me,  a  freih- water 
failorj  as  a  ftorm,  when  the  oldeft  men  on  board 
reckoned  it  a  violent  one  ;  the  wind  blew  in  furious 
gufts  i  the  waves  ran  very  high ;  the  cabbin  win- 
,dows  burft  open,  and  the  fea  pouring  in  tct  every- 
thing afloat,  and  among  the  reft  a  poor  lady,  who 
had  fpread  her  bed  on  the  floor.  VVe  had  however 
the  fatisfaftion  to  find,  by  trying  the  pumps  every 
watch,  that  the  fhip  made  little  water.  I  had 
more  time  to  attend  thefe  circumftances  than  the 
reft  of  the  paflengers,  being  the  only  one  in  fevch 
who  efcaped  without  being  fick.  It  pleafed  God 
to  preferve  us,  but  we  did  not'caft  anchor  in 
Milford  Haven,  till  tuefday  morning  the  22d,  at 
one  o'clock. 

■ 

It  is  much  to  be  wiflied,  that  there  were  fome 
means  of  being  fccure  of  packets  failing  regularly, 
inftead  of  waiting  till  there  is  fuch  a  number  of 
paflengers,  as  fatisfies  the  owner,  and  captain  ;  with 
the  poft-oflUce  packets  there  is  this  fatisfaftion,  and  a 
great  one  it  is ;  the  contrary  conduft  is  fo  perfe£Hy 
deteftable,  that  I  fhould  fuppofe  the  fcheme  of  Wa- 
terford  ones  can  never  fucceed. 

Xwo  years  after,  having  been  afllired  this  con- 
veyance was  put  on  a  new  footing,  I  ventured  to  try 
it  again ;  but  was  mortified  to  find  that  the  Tyrone,' 
which  was  the  only  one  that  could  take  a  chaife  or 
Ikorks,  {tiiQ  Countefs  being  laid  up)  was  repairingv 

but 
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but  would ,  fail  in  five  days ;  I  waited,  and  received 
affurance  after  affurance  that  flie  would  be  ready  on 
fif ch  a  day,  and  then  on  another  ;  in  a  word,  I  waited 
24  days  before  I  failed;  moderately  fpeaking,  I 
could,  by  Dublin,  have  reached  Turin  or  Milan  as 
foon  as  I  did  Milford  in  this  conveyance.  All  this 
time'  the  papers  had  conftant  advertifements  of  the 
Tyrone  failing  regularly,  inftead  of  letting  the  pub- 
lic know  that  fhe  was  under  a  repair.  Her  owner 
feems  to  be  a  fair  and  worthy  man,  he  ^^ill  therefore 
probably  give  up  the  fcheme  entirely,  unlefs  aiEfted 
by  the  corporation,  with  at  leaft  four  fhips  more,  ta 
fail  regularly  with  or  without  paffengers  ;  at  pre- 
fent  it  is  a  general  difappointment ;  I  was  fortunate 
jn  Mr.  Bolton's  acquaintance,  paffing  my  time  very 
agreeably  at  his  hofpitable  manfion ;  but  thofe  who, 
in  fuch  a  cafe,  fhould  find  a  Waterford  inn  their  re- 
fource,  would  curfe  the  Tyrone,  and  fet  off  for 
Dublin.  The  expences  of  this  paffage  are  higher 
than  thofe  from  Dublin  to  Holyhead  ;  I  paid. 


* 

£- 

s. 
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A  four-wheel  chaife     '     - 

3 

3 

0 

Three  horfes          -          -         - 

3 

** 

3 

0 

Self         ...... 

I 

I 

0 

Two  fervants          -         -      ,    - 

I 

I 

0 

Cuftom-houfe  at  Waterford,  hay,  oats,  &c 

.  2 

I 

7 

Ditto  at  Pembroke  and  Hubberfton 

3 

0 

0 

Sailors,  boats,  and  fundry  fmall  charges 

I 

IS 

5 

15 

5 

0 

End  of  Vol.  I. 
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